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COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 


No. 79. 
MALT A. 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1892. 


(For Reports for 1890 and 1891, see Colonial Report [Annual] 
No 48.) 


Presented to hoth Wouses of Parliament by Command of Ber Majesty, 
August 1893, 


LONDON: 
PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE 


BY EYRE AND SPOTTISWOODE, 
PRINTERS TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


And to be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from 
EYRE anp SPOTTISWOODE, East Harpine STREET, FLEET STREET, F.C., and 
82, ABINGDON STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W.; or 
JOHN MENZIES & Co., 12, HANOVER STREET, EDINBURGH, and 
90, WEST NILE STREET, GLASGOW; or 
HODGES, FIGGIS, & Co., LIMITED, 104, GRAFTON STREET, DUBLIN. 


1893. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS 


The following, among other, reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may “be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony, Year. 
43 TurksIslands = - - = : - 1891 
44 Bahamas - - - ~ e a s 
45 Fiji - - - - - - | 1890 
46 Seychelles - - - - -| i891 
47 British Bechuanaland = - - - - | 1890-92 
48 Malta” - ~ - - - - | 1890 and 
1891 
49 Gibraltar - - - - - - 1891 
50 Falkland Islands - - - - - 3 
51 Leeward Islands - ? - - - re 
52 Grenada - - - - - - * 
53 St. Lucia - - - - - ms 
54 Labuan - - - - - - 
55 British Guiana - - - - - "i 
56 Zululand - - % - - - i 
57 Mauritius - - - - - ss 
58 Lagos” - - “ . - - 7 
59 Straits Settlements - - - - - 
60 Ceylon - - - - - - + 
61 Natal - - - - - - | 1891-92 
62 Basutoland - - - - - ss 
63 St. Helena ~ - - - -| 1891 
64 Sierra Leone - - - - - ‘is 
65 Jamaica - - - - ~ | 1891-92 
66 Trinidad and Pebnge - - - -| 1891 
67 Newfoundland - - - - - Fr 
68 British New Guinea - - - - | 1891-92 
69 Victoria - - ‘ - - - | 1891 
70 Rodrigues - ~ - - oe 
71 Bermuda - - - - -| 1892 
72 Fiji - - - - - | 1891 
73 British Hoffa - - - - e 
74 Turks and Caicos Islands - . - | 1892 
75 Gibraltar - - - - - a 
76 Leeward Islands - - - - - & 
77 Bahamas - - - - - 3 
78 Trinidad and Tobago - - - - “* 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony. Subject. 

1 Gold Coast - . - | Economic Agriculture. 

2 | Zulaland - - - | Forests. 

3 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 


PT a ac eae ae mm a 
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No. 79. 
MALTA. 


(For Reports for 1890 and 1891, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 48.) 


Sir H. A. Smyra to the Marquess oF Ripon. 

My Lorp, Palace, Valletta, June 7, 1893. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith, the Blue Book 
for 1892, with a covering report from the Chief Secretary to 
Government. 

I have, &c. 
The Most Hon. (Signed) H. A. Smyta, 
the Marquess of Ripon, K.G., Governor. 
&e. &e. &e. 


Chief Secretary’s Office, Valletta, 
SIR, May 31, 1893. 
I HAVE the honour to submit the following report on the 
Blue Book for 1892 :— 
1. The revenue and expenditure may be tabulated thus: — 


Revenue. 

home Reece ra ecember, | Estimate. Actual. Excess. | Deficiency. 
Customs - - ‘ . . 146,588 0 4 161,158 0 yi A575 6 " pin 
Harbour and quarantine dues -| 12,465 0 0 8,608 8 6 — 3,856 11 6 
Licences, court fines, &c. - -| 5,233 0 0 5,860 0 83 627 0 8% oe 
Fees and reimbursements’ = - | 17,845 0 0] 22,987 16 82) 5,092 16 8} _ 
Post office - ° : -| 10,007 0 0] 10,743 18 6 73618 6 - 
Railway (from 25th February) -| *4,7000 0] 8,750 19 10 _ 949 0: 2 
Water supply - - - -| 8,060 0 0| 7,814 9 7% = 745 10 43 
Rents—Rural - - - - | 14,710 0 0] 14,283 18 22 = 426 1 9% 
Rents—Urban - - “ - | 24,680 0 0] 25,804 7113 1,124 7 112 — 
Rents on account of foundations - 4,040 0 0] 4,172 5 11% 182 5 11} —_— 
Interest - “ . : - | 23,653 0 0| 24,597 4103] 944 4103 — 

Total - . - | 271,976 0 © | 289,281 11 23) 23,232 15 03] 5,977 3 92 


* Estimate for 12 months, : ; 
+ Due to the re-opening of the line not having taken place till February 25, and to the 
estimate being reckoned for 12 months working. 


I 77010. Wt. 10230. 


ce 


tz 


MALTA, 
1892. 
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Comparative Statement of the Revenue of 1892. 


Decrease. 


Amount Amount 
Heads of Revenue. collected in | collectedin | Increase. 
1891. 1892. 
Customs - - : . 155,085 ii 4 161,158 “0 i? 6072" i“ 
Harbour and quarantine dues - | 10,78411 0] 8608 8 6 _ 
Licences, court fines, &¢. == +| 5,478 17 82) 5,860 0 83 886 2112 
Fees and reimbursements + - | 20,782 15 6%! 29.9387 16 83| 2,155 1 2 
Post office . - - - | 10,815 7 9] 10,748 18 6 _ 
Railway - - . - - — 8,750 19 10 3,750 19 10 
Water supply - - - -| 4643 1 2) 7,314 9 73] 2,671 8 53 
Rems—Rural - - . - | 14,812 11 113) 14,283 18 22 = 
Rents—Urban - - - - | 25,094 6 23] 25,804 7 114 710 1 9% 
Rents on account of foundetions -/ 4,073 7103) 4,172 5 114 98 18 02 
Interest - - paste § - | 24,059 12 83] 24,597 4103} 53712 62 
Total - . * - (275,125 2 7%/289,231 11 22) 16,382 14 13} 2,276 5 52 


Expenditure from December 1, 1891, to December 31, 1892. 


Personal Emoluments. Estimate. Actual. | Excess. | Saving. 

The Governor and Legislature - ees % = oe 3 ‘ . oe zs ms 19 ‘ 

_ Chief Secretary’s Department -| 39891911] 3,990 4 0 O° #1 _ 

Receiver General’s Department -| 2175 14 9] 2,202 14 8 26 19 11 _ 
Customs and Port Department - 9,252 19 10 8,990 16 9 _ 262 8 1 
Audit Department - - -| 1,661 8 8 | 1,58810 9 _ 122 17 11 
Printing office - - - - 1,011 10 6 - 843 3 11 — 168 6 7 
Railway Department - - -| 1,94019 0! 1,587.11 8 - 403 7 4 
Legal Departments - - +! 16,099 210]: 15,768 5 7 _ $35 17 3 
Police = - . : > | 87,678 16 3 | 36,555 3 7 — 1,123 12 § 
Prisons - - - - -| 1,640 4 8] 42,610 11 11 —_ 2912 9 

Charitable Institutions including 

Monte di Pieta - - - | 18,569 6 9] 12,615 16 7 = 953 10 2 
Education - . ° - | 18,218 12 5 | 18,056 17 10 = 161 14 7 
Post Office : - . - | 3,829 10 11 8,148 15 5 _~ 180 15 6 

Ecclesiastical - - - . 733 211 733 211 _ — 
Superintendent of Works Department | 6,096 8 3 5,795 4 4 |. _ 800 18 11 
121,585 14 2 |117,469 1 11 27 4 0!| 4,093 16 3 
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MALTA, 
Other Charges. | Estimate. Actual, | Excess. | Saving. 1892. 
Charges on account of interest and eee Teg ati fae 
burthens - - - ~ | 16,542 17 9) 16,333 3 3 ons 209 14 6 
Pensions - - - - - | 18,885 10 1] 14,528 8 0 642 17 11 = 
The Governor and Legislature - 748 9 11 698 9 6 — 50 9 5 
Chief Secretary’s Department - 694 0 0 628 18 3 _ 65 6 9 
Receiver General’s Department “ 414 4 4 276 3 4 _ 188 1 0 
Customs and Port Department =| 2,62116 8] 2,55418 3 — 6618 5 
Audit Department - - - 10210 0 72 10 11 _ 2919 1 
Printing office - - - - 728 6 6 71710 5 _ 1016 1 
Railway Department - - 3,684 8 11 3,631 18 4% — 52 10 6% 
Legal Departments - » -| 3887014 9| 38,675 12 5 _- 195 2 4 
Police - * - -| 7,111 7 6] 7,080 8 2 a 30 19 38 
Prisons - ~ - . - 2,384 8 4] 230114 0 _- 82 9 4 
Charitable Institutions including 
Monte di Pieta - - -| 1,605 17 6] 30,905 16 7 = 700 0 1 
Education " x - . 3,348 18 0} 3,272 14 11 — 763 1 
Post office . s - =| 9,020 16 11 6,346 0 7 = 2,674 16 4 
Ecclesiastical - : - i 809 12 11 772 11 10 _ Siete L 
Military Expenditure - - ” 5,000 0 0]|] 5,000 0 0 _ _ 
Miscellaneous Services - - | 12,361 911] 10,62910 33 _ 1,731 19 7 
Superintendent of Public Works -| 1,38918 0| 1,363 17 7 _ 26 0 5 
Public Works recurrent - - | 68,145 19 7 | 55,759 0 0 _ 12,386 19° 7 
Public Works extraordinary - - | 23,284 18 8 | 13,353 1 4 - 9,931 17 4 
207,756 1 2 |179,902 3 0% 642 17 11 | 28,496 16 OF 


Comparative Statement of the Expenditure of 1892. 


Amount 
expended 
Amount rom 
Heads. expended in |lst December] Increase, Decrease. 
1891. 1891 to 
31st December 
1892. 
8 aondl)) 8 en Tid £8. Gil 68 Bin cd 
Interest and burthens - - - | 16,266 14 8} 16,333 3 3 66 9 0 — 
Pensions - - - - - | 12,835 1910 | 14,528 8 0 2,192 8 2 — 
The Governor and Legislature . 5,198 16 11 4,785 11 6 _ 4138 5 5 
Chief Secretary - * - -| 4,260 6 10 4,618 17 38 358 10 5 —_ 
‘Receiver. General - - -| 234114 8] 247818 0 837 3 4 - 
Customs and Port Department - | 10,050 5 6] 11,54515 0} 1495 9 6 — 
Audit Department - . -| 1,561 11 1} 1,611 1 8 4910 7 _ 
Printing office - * . - 939 17 0] 1,56014 4 62017 4 ~ 
Railway Department - ° - 906 19 1 5,169 10 02| 4,262 10 nul _ 
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Amount 
Amount expended 
rom 
Heads. expended in /1st pecomber Increase. Decrease, 
1 to 
1891. 81st December 
1892. 
£8. a. £ s.d. £2 “3. d. £ sad. 
Legal Departments =< = ~ | 17,799 10 7 | 19,488 18 0]| 1,689 7 5 _ 
Police Department - - - | 38,747 15 56 | 48,68511 9| 488716 4 — 
Prisons - - - - - 3,319 18 9 §,912. 5 11 692 7 2 —_— 
Charitable institutions - - - | 89,810 9 4] 48521138 2] 4,211 3 10 — 
Educational - - 2 - | 19,602 6 4 | 21,82912 9 1,727 6 5 _— 
Post Office - . ~ - 9,218 18 6 9,494 16 0 27517 6 _ 
Ecclesiastical - - - . 1,339 18 2 1,505 14 9 166 1 7 — 
Military expenditure - - - | 5,000 0 0 5,000 0 0 _ _— 
Miscellaneous services - - - | 10,488 0 8] 10,629 10 3% 141 9 7% - 
Superintendent of Public Works -j} 6,269 8 3] 7,159 111 889 13 8 _ 
Public works annually recurrent -| 57,780 3 4| 55,759 0 0 _ 2,021 3 4 
Public works extraordinary - - | 19,382 311) 18,353 1 4 - 5,979 2 7 


ee 


281,870 13 5 | 297,371 4 113] 23,914 2 103 8,413 11 4 


— 


Government Immovable Property 
Account - - - -| 61385 7 6] 6,785 4 0% 599 16 6% —_ 


Legislation. 
The following Ordinances were passed by the Council of Govern- 
ment and promulgated during the year 1892 :— 


No. I. 


To make provisions for the formation, by voluntary enlistment, 
of a corps to be called “The Malia Militia Division of Submarine 
Miners, Royal Engineers,” and for the training, exercise, and 
discipline thereof. 


No. If. 
To amend No. 36 of Article 307 of the Criminal Laws. 


No. IIL. 


To transfer to Her Majesty’s Commercial Court, the jurisdic. 
tion exercised in these islands by the Vice-Admiralty Court, 


No. IV. 


To exempt the “Conservatorio Vincenzo Bugeja” from the 
obligation of selling certain property, 
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No. V. 
To amend Proclamation No. X XIII. of 1822. 


No. VI. 


For the naturalization of Santi Bisazza. 


No. VII. 


To amend the laws of Organisation and Civil Procedure. 


No. VIII. 


For applying a sum not exceeding 73,368/. 10s. to the service of 
the year 1891. 


No. IX. 


For applying a sum rot exceeding 266,369/. 12s, 8d., to the 
service for the 13 months from December 1, 1891, to December 31, 
1892, 


Establishments. 


The changes in office during the year were the following :— 


Mr. P. Trapani, Auditor-General and Director of Contracts, 
was appointed Receiver-General and Director of Contracts; 
Mr. A. Sciortino, Receiver-General was appointed Auditor- 
General; Mr. P. De Bono, LL.D., Professor of Law in the 
University, was appointed one of Her Majesty’s Judges, in the 
place of Judge Mr. L. Xuereb, LL.D., superannuated; Mr. G. 
Busuttil, M.D., appoirted to the new situation of Resident 
Superintendent and Medical Officer of the New Poor House; 
Mr. W. R. Rapinet, M.D., formerly Resident Assistant Physician 
and Surgeon at the Lunatic Asylum, appointed Assistant to the 
latter officer; Mr. G. Ullo Xuereb, M.D., appointed Resident 
Assistant Physician and Surgeon of the Lunatic Asylum; Mr, 
A, Naudi, LL.D., appointed Professor of Law vice Mr. P, De 
Bono, LL.D., appointed one of Her Majesty’s Judges; Mr. R. 
Bamber appointed Teacher of English and Mathematics, in the place 
of Mr. Spruyt de Bay, resigned; Mr. A. M, Spiteri, late school- 
master at Kala, Gozo, appointed schoolinaster at Chircop, in 
lieu of Mr. Ellul; Mr. Giorgio Caruana, appointed schoolmaster 
at Kala, Gozo, vice Mr. A. M. Spiteri transferred to the post of 
schoolmaster at Chircop; Mr, Frederick Mamo, Deputy Super- 
intendent of Public Works, uppointed Postmaster-Gencral vice 
Sir F. Inglott, K.C.M.G., pensioned ; and Mr, Lorenzo Gatt, C,E., 
appointed Acting Manager of the Railway, 


15 
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or Population. 
aes The population of these islands on December 31 was as 
follows :— 
— | Males. Females. Total. | Remarks. 
Malta - . - 73,149 74,792 147,941 | Not including 
troops from the 
Gozo - - - 9,069 9,879 18,948 United Kingdom 
Es and their fami- 
lies. 
Total ; -| 82,218 84,671 | 166,889 
Males, Females. Total. 
Births. 
3,341 3,237 6,578 
Deaths. 
2,983 2,759 5,742 
Marriages. 
1,086 1,086 1,086 


| 


The amount of deposits in the savings bank was as follows :— 


— | 1892. Depositors. 1891. Depositors. 
£8. id. €£$. 4d, 
In Malta - - | 442,393 19 62 5,430 434,315 14 8 5,347 
In Gozo - - 44,506 17 1 643 40,887 2 4 622 
Totals - - | 486,900 16 72 6,073 475,202 17 0 5,969 
Savings Bank. —Profit and Loss Account. 
Dr. CR. 
£sd Breay ds 
tablishment Expenses :— 
To Balaries for 1892 - - 848 3 «7 By interest recovered. - - 2512 1 
» » Office expenses - - 1516 1 | ,, Book account- - 2 915 3 
» Rent account - - - 108 0 0 » Dividehds from consols - {11,218 17 4 
» Interest paid and due for » Interest from Monte - | 1,685 15 0 
1892 - ° - -| 7,194 14 0 
7,661 13 8 
Balance to profit - - | 5,278 6 0 
12,989 19 8 12,939 19 8 
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Balance Sheet of the Savings Bank on December 31, 1892. 


Assets, £ 8. d, Liabilities. £ ad. 
Treasury banking account - | 22,761 12 3%! Depositors’ account - ~ | 486,900 16 72 
Investments - - - |469,181 11 11] ,, Profit and loss - -|° 5278 6 0 
Gozo Branch (Malta) account 
current - - - 285 18 5 
492,179 2 73 492,179 2 72 


Balance Sheet of the Monte di Pieta on December 31, 1892. 


Assets. & sd. Liabilities. £ & d. 
Landed property - - - | 70,214 15 10 | Stock . - - - | 50,214 15 10 
Cash - - - 5 - 234 1 3{ Loans’ - - - -| 7,694 9 5 
Pawning transactions + - | 47,986 8 62] Treasury loan account - - | 60,156 0 0 
Treasury banking account - | 2,160 9 10 | Surplus on sales of pawns -| 2,102 11 8 

Gozo Brench (Malta) account Malta Branch (Gozo) ac- 
current - - - 69 3 9 count current - - 69 3 9% 
ee ee brotltrand longer = - - 433 13 5% 
120,664 14 23 120,664 14 2 

Education. 


The following is a list of the Government educational estab- 
lishments :-— 


No. of Scholars, 


1892. 1891. 
The University, attended by - - 96 158 
The Lyceum, attended by - - 436 450 
Two Secondary Schools, attended by - 207 197 
Seventy-seven Primary Schools, attended 
ya ‘ : : : 11,046 10,800 
Ten Infaut Schcols, attended by - 1,020 985 
Total ‘ = 12,805 12,590 


The expenditure of the educational establishments amounted to 
20,6011. 16s. 5d., and the fees paid by the scholars for attendance 
in the University and Lyceum to 5342 18s. 7d. 


Marra 
1892. 


eee, 


7 


18 
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Maura. 
1S5yx. . . 
—_ The following is the 
value of cargoes im- 
ported and actually 


Janded at this port - 


Value of cargoes which 
merely touched at this 
port and were re-ex- 
ported in the same 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 


Imports and Exports. 


£ Ea 
1,040,832 {i738} 1 019,088 in 1891, 


against 


vessels - - 11,592,206 {i ainey $84,572,911 in 1891. 
12,633,038 35,591,999 _,, 
V1Z. :— 
From the U. Kingdom - 183,482 {iis} 129,212 in 1891, 
From the British Colonies 818,902 a eT, 131-4, 
From H. ™.’s ships in port 658-=,, 844, 
From foreign countries - 11,629,998 ,, 33,524,812 _,, 
12,633,038 35,591,999 ,, 
The value of exports £ £ 
from portions of cr | 
goes which were; 69,000 fae 50,209 in 1891, 
actually landed at this } 
port > «J 
Value of exports of 
whole cargoes which 
merely touched at this 
port and proceeded in 
the same vessels = 11,673,579 {im 102} 34,905,768 in 1891. 
11,742,579 384,955,977 » 


viz. :-— 
To the United Kingdom 
, British Colonies ; 
»» H.M.’s ships : 
» foreign countries - 


1,910,873 {Mise} 5,705,751 in 1891. 


4,064,228 ,, 14,468,660  ,, 
6,442 4, 5,544 oy, 
5761090. ,,% 214,776,029 
11,742,579 34,955977—, 


Se EE De —=a ee ee 
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The shipping movements mm the port during the last three 
years are as follows :— 


Steamers, Sailing Vessels. 
Year. 

No. Tons. No. Tons. 

1889.) « s i 4,298 5,099,734 1,322 108,720 
1890 - = ‘ 3,863 4,495,864 1,130 78,604 
1891 - - - 3,286 3,988,397 1,410 106,348 
11,447 13,583,995 3,862 293,672 

Average - - 3,816 4,527,998 1,287 975,892 

1892 : * 2,430 3,023,244 1,134 90,100 
Decrease = - 1,386 1,504,754 153 7,791 


—— 


The following Tuble compares the actual arrivals in 1892 with 
those in 1891 :— 


Steamers. Sailing Vessels. 

Year. 
No. Tons. No. Tons. 
1891 - - - ~| 38,286 8,988,397 1,410 106,348 
1892 - = - -| 2,430 3,023,244 1,134 90,106 
Decrease - - - 856 965,153 276 16,248 


Criminal Statistics. 


The following is a statement of offences punishable under local 
laws, showing the number of cases and of persuns brought before 
the courts by the police in 1892 :— 


Matra. 
1892, 


oe 
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a ee ee ee 


No. of No. of Ac- Con- 


Offences. Cases. | Persons.| quitted. | demned. 


—-_-_-----————n— eee 


Crimes against public tranquility - - 141 183 13 165 
» affecting public credit - ~ 3 6 2 4 
s ae the good order of families - 64 83 15 68 
» against the person - - - | 1,645 1,503 188 1,315 
oF » property - - - 312 420 81 339 
Contempt of court - a - - 8 5 1 4 
CONTRAVENTIONS. 
Affecting public order ~ - - - | 1,260 2,328 153 2,175 
Against the person - - - - 295 386 51 335 
>) property = : - - 197 334 35 299 
OtHER CONTRAVENTIONS. 
Under special Ordinances - - - | 1,101 1,757 35 299 
Pouice Laws. 
Contraventions - - - - | 4,230 8,681 264 8,417 
Total - = - - - | 8,651 15,686 889 14,797 
VIZ. :— 
Maltese - - - - - 15,432 
English - - . - - 173 
Foreigners - - - - 81 
Total % i - 15,636 


The number of persons committed to prison in 1892 was as 
follows :— 


Men - - ~ - -= 56,465 
Women - - ~ . - 897 
Boys - - - - - 1,260 
Girls - “ : a 9 26 
Total - ” - 7,648 

Revenue, 


The amount of revenue collected in the preceding year was 
275,125/. 2s. 74d. whilst the actual revenue from all sources 
received in 1892 amounted to 289,231/. 11s. 23d.; the revenue 
of 1892 exceeded, therefore, that of 1891 by 14,1067, 85. Tid, 
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This increase is chiefly due :— 
(a.) to a larger amount of Customs receipts ; 
(b.) to a new source of revenue derived from the railway ; 
(c.) to the re-letting of Government urban tenements at a 
revaluation of rent ; 
(d.) to a new system of accounting for the recovery of the 
expenditure incurred for laying house services. 


The estimated revenue for the year 1892 was 271,976d. and 
that actually collected was as above stated, 289,231/. lls. 2%d., 
thus the receipts were in excess of the estimate by 17,255/. 11s. 2$d. 


The receipts derived from the Customs Department form the 
bulk of the revenue of this Colony; this source of revenue has 
for some years been steadily increasing, and it reached in the last 
three years the figures shown hereunder, viz :— 


£ god. 
1890 - - ~ 147,140 10 2 
1891 - - - 155,085 11 1 
1892 - - - 161,158 O 4 


Expenditure, 


During the year under review, it has been found desirable to 
rearrange the period of the financial year as regards expendi- 
ture, so as to make the period of the accounts both with regard 
to revenue and to expenditure to commence and end between 
the same dates (January 1 to Detember 31) the year of 
expenditure having previously been reckoned from December 1 
of one year to November 30 of the following year. In conse- 
quence of this alteration an additional amount of expenditure 
for the 13th month of December has been brought to account, 
and hence the large apparent increase in the year’s expenditure, 
particularly under Personal Emoluments. For the foregoing 
reasons comparison of the expenditure for 1892, as regards the 
true cost of any of the Establishments, with that of former years, 
would be difficult. 


The provisions authorized for the year (including 17,3501. 7s. 6d. 
for the 13th month of December) amounted collectively to 
329,2911. 15s. 4d. The actual expenditure reached the sum of 
297,371/. 4s, 11}d., and this, compared with the revenue received, 
shows an excess over the latter of 8,1392 13s. 84d. The follow- 
ing figures show the progressive rate of the expenditure in the 
last three years :— 


1890, 266,900/. 10s. 14d., whereof 97,4761. 7s. 11d. for personal 
emoluments. — . 

1891, 281,8701. 13s, 5d., whereof 103,984/, 15s. 2d. for personal 
emoluments, 

1892 (13 months), 287,3717, 4s, 113d, whereof 117,4692 1s. 11d. 
for personal emoluments. 
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Fndependently of the extra charges for the additional month of 
expenditure, there has been an increase under this head for 
** Personal emoluments” attributable chiefly to two new estab- 
lishments for which, for the first time in the year under review, 
provision has been taken, viz., the Railway Department and 
the Slaughter-house Department. 

The expenditure on the Railway Department amounted during 
1892 to 5.1692. 10s. Ofd., and that of the Slaughter-house concern 
to 1,036. 8s. 1d. Both these Departments are, however, earning 
a revenue which, as regards the former, there is every reason to 
hope will, at no distant date, considerably develop, and as regards 
the latter, a large margin of profit is already being realized, in 
fact, in 1892 this profit amounted to 1,944/. 4s, 54d. 


The large spending Departments of this Colony are the 
following :— 


The Police Department, 

The Charitable Institutions, 

The Education Department, and 
The Public Works Department. 


The actual cost of the Police Department, owing chiefly to 
the re-organization of the corps and to the numerical addition of 
officers and men, has been rising considerably during the last 
three years. 


te od 

In 1890 it was - . - . - 28,509 2 2 

yy PSCh3.24- = - ~ - 38,747 15 5 
,, 1892 (including extra month of 

December) - - 43635 11 9 


Deducting the extra provision taken for December, amounting 
to 3,080/. 19s. 7d., the cost for 1892 would, under ordinary 
circumstances, have been 40,5547. 5s. 2d. 

The Charitable Institutions appear also to be a Department 
tending to increase its expenditure, owing to the large number of 
pauper inmates admitted into the respective hospitals and asylums, 
and to the rise in the market price of provisions. The building of 
the new asylum for the aged and sufferers from incurable diseases 
has been completed and opened, and the consequent change has 
caused some extra expenditure, which contributes also to the 
increased total cost for the year. 


The comparison of the cost of the Charitable Institutions with 
the preceding two years is the following :— 


ips Se ae 
In 1890 it was - . - - - 387,531 10 8 
sy FOOL =, - - - - = “69,010 - “9 <4 


» 1892 (including extra month of 
December.) - - - 43,521 13 2 
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If the provision taken for December (2,454/. 16s. 6d.) is 
deducted, the cost for 1892 would be 41,0662. 16s. 84. 

The growing want for the spread of instruction among the 
people and the consequent increise and development of the 
public schools carries with it a necessary augmentation of the 
expenditure of the educational establishments. The following 
figures show the yearly cost during the last three years :— 


a ce, 

In 1890 - - - - ~ 18,722 13:11 

5. 1891 Pics the eer te POGOe Be a 
», 1892 (including extra month of 

December) - - 21,329 12 9 


which latter sum, if the extra provision for December 
(1,530/. 14s. 3d.) is deducted, works out to 19,7982. 18s. 6d. 

As regards the Public Works Department, although the 
provisions taken during the year for “ Personal emoluments” and 
the expense of carrying out recurrent and extraordinary works 
-reached no less a sum than 98,9167. 19s. 6d., the actual expendi- 
ture amounted to only 76,2712 3s. 3d., which is less than that 
occurred in the two preceding years, as shown hereunder :— 


Sie weids 

1800 2-5 Ae ak ee a EIS 4, 

1891 - - - - - - - 83,381 15 6 
1892 (including the 13th month for Per- 

sonal emoluments only)  - -46,271 3 3 


The important extraordinary works in progress in 1892 
were :-- 


(1.) The new Ospizio for the aged and sufferers from incurable 
diseases ; = 

(2.) The construction of a mole at Misida; 

(3.) Excavation and construction of Grain “Fosse” at 
Floriana ; 

(4.) Construction of additional accommodation in the Lunatic 
Asylum ; and 


(5.) Erection of sheds on the Bridge Wharf at Porto Nuovo. 


Civil Establishment. 


Sir H. A. Smyth, K.C.M.G., Governor and Commander-in- 
Chief of the Colony, having been absent from the island from 
April 8to April 24, and from July 30 to December 9, Major- 
General O. H. A. Nicholls, R.A., was appointed Deputy Governor 
to act in his stead. 

Mr. Emilio de Petri was appointed to act as Chief Secretary to 
Government during my temporary absence from the island, from 
July 3 to September 23. 
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Mr. S. E. Magri, LL.D., acted as Superintendent of Police 
during the absence from this island of Capt. C. La Primaudaye, 
R.N., from January 30 to February 3, and from July 26 to 
October 6. 


Securities of Public Officers. 


The number of public officers giving security in 1892 was 44, 
as compared with that of the year 1891 amounting to 36. 

This addition is due to certain officers of the new Department 
of the Railway having been called upon to give securities for the 
ue discharge of their duties. 


Legislation, 


During 1892 nine Ordinances were passed, of which the 
following are the more important :— 

Ordinance No. L, “To make provisions for the formation of a 
corps to be called ‘Tne Malta Militia Division of Submarine 
Miners, Royal Engineers.’ ” 

This Ordinance was rendered necessary as Ordinance No, I. 
of 1889 did not empower the Head of the Government to raise 
the corps above mentioned; it became necessary to have 
recourse to fresh legislation for the reason that the proposed 
division of Submarine Miners was intended to be entirely distinct 
from the Malta Militia, 

Ordinance No, LU.“ To amend No, 36 of Article 307 of the 
Criminal Laws.” 

The acquisition on the part of the Government of Malta of the 
railway made an alteration in that provision of the Criminal Laws 
necessary in order to. give power to the Head of the Government 
to issue regulations and byelaws concerning the management of 
the railway. 

Ordinance No. III. “To transfer to Her Majesty’s Commercial 
Court the jurisdiction exercised in these islands by the Vice- 
Adiniralty Court.” 

The expediency of this enactment arose from the passing by 
the Imperial Parliament of the Colonial Courts of Admiralty Act, 
1890, giving power to the Legislature of a British Possession to 
declare any of its courts of unlimited civil jurisdiction to be a 
Cvlonial Court of Admiralty. 


Population, 


The estimated population for 1892, as reported by the Police 
Department, was, on December 31, 166,889, being an increase 
of 836 over that of 1891 at the same date, 

The births registered during the year numbered 6,578, a rate 
of 39°4 per 1,000 of the population ; of this number 3,341 were 


males and 3,237 females. 
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5,742 deaths were registered, being in the proportion of 34°4 
to each 1,000 of the estimated population, and showing an increase 
of 2,337, 

Compared with the last ten years (excepting the year 1885, 
when a severe epidemic of measles caused an unprecedented 
infantile mortality, and had raised the rate of mortality to 35 per 
1,000), there appears to be an increase in the number of deaths 
registered, 

There can be no doubt that the ordinary climatic conditions 
of the Colony are very favourable to health; but the sanitary 
conditions are far from satisfactory ; the drainage outside the 
fortified towns leaves much to be desired, and until the Council 
is prepared to provide the necessary funds for correcting this 
latter evil, sanitary measures on an insufficient scale cannot but 
fail to meet modern requirements. 

The number of marriages registered during the year amounted 
to 1,086, showing a decrease, compared with the previous year, 
of 59, the rate being 6°5 against 6°7. 


Savings Bank, 


The number of depositors on December 31, 1892, was 6,073 ; 
the deposits during the year amounted to 113,243/. 16s. 43d., and 
the withdrawals to 114,883. 7s. 2d. 

The total amount to the credit of depositors at the end of the 
year was 486,900/. 16s. 73d. 

The funds invested amounted to 469,131/. Lis. 11d. 

The interest on investments amounted to 12,9397. 19s. 8d., and 
the interest credited to depositors and the expenses of man- 
agement amounted to 7,661/, 13s, 8d., leaving a_ balance of 
5,278l. 6s, Od., which amount is transferred to Revenue Account 
as profit of the Savings Bank. 


Monte di Pieta. 


The assets of the Monte di Piet& were 120,664/ 14s, 24d, 
and the liabilities 120,231/. 0s. 84d., showing an amount of 
4331. 13s. 53d. as profit to be transferred to Revenue Account, 


Education. 


The primary schools at the end of the year under review were 
reported to be attended by 11,066 children; the schools of 
secondary instruction were attended by 643 scholars, and the 
University by 96. 

Steps have been taken lately by the Government for erecting 
school buildings at Hamrun and Victoria, Gozo; the inadequacy, 
however, of the accommodation in other localities for the number of 
children whose parents seek to obtain education for them is still 
very marked. 

The number of children who could not be admitted for want of 
accommodation in 1892 was reported to amount to not less than 
5,073. 

I 77010. 


MALTA, 
1892. 
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The amount collected under the head of fees, &c., from the Uni- 
versity and Lyceum was 534i. 18s. 7d., and the expenditure of the 
whole educational establishments amounted to 20,6011. 16s. 5d. 


Shipping and Trade, 


The arrivals of vessels in 1892 were 2,430 steamers and 1,134 
sailing vessels, showing a decrease of 856 steamers and 276 
sailing vessels when compared with the previous year. 

The trade of Malta is largely dependent upon the number of 
vessels making use of the port; and it is apparent that this number 
has lately diminished considerably. It is bclieved that the 
depression of trade is due in a great measure to the general 
commercial stagnation elsewhere in Europe, to the restriction of 
business caused by apprehended danger, of the appearance of 
cholera and consequent quarantine restrictions. 

There are also other causes which call for special notice :— 
The competition of the neighbouring ports of call of Gibraltar, 
Algiers, and Port Said has contributed to produce a decrease in 
the number of steamers which might have called at Malta, and 
the revenue derived from shipping and port dues has therefore 
decreased. 

The rapid displacing of the older type of steamers running to 
the Black Sea and to the far east through the canal by new 
ships with triple expansion engines and with exceptional facilities 
for carrying coal for long voyages at a time when freights are 
low, is also a cause of the decline in the number of steamers 
callingat Malta. 


Police and Crime. 


The internal police force at the end of 1892 consisted of 
the following officers and men :— 


1 Superintendent. 
1 Senior assistant superintendent. 
5 Assistant superintendents. 
15 Inspectors. 
24 1st class sergeants. 
55 Sergeants. 
305 Constables. 


The Superintendent reports satisfactorily on the state of the 
police. The reorganization of the force can be considered to have 
thoroughly fulfilled the purposes which it was designed to achieve. 
Some difficulty still exists in obtaining recruits having a colloquial 
knowledge of English or Italian. 

The number of cases reported to the police was 27,822, or 
3,516 more than in 1891. 

The number of cases in which arrests were made by the police 
during the year was 356, or 77 less than in the previous year, 

The total number of offences reported to the magistrates by the 
police was 8,651, showing an increase of 691 cases in 1892 when 
compared with 1891. 
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Gaols and Prisons, 


The total number of persons committed to prison during the 
year was 7,648, being 1,433 more than in 1891; of these 5,465 
were males, 897 women, and 1,286 juveniles. 

‘The committals were classified as follows :— 

Six for debt, 429 for safe custody, and 7,213 for penal imprison- 
ment. 

Of the 7,648 committals, 5,418 were previously convicted as 
follows :— 

1,942 once, 1,318 twice, and 2,156 three times. 

‘The daily average was, in prison 279, on the sick list nine. 

‘There were 42 admissions to the hospital during the year, and 
3 deaths. 

The total annual cost of the prison for the year was 3,912/ 5s. 11d. 
showing an increase of 592/. 7s. 2d. when compared with that of 
1891. This increase is chiefly due to the higher cost of provisions, 
and to the unprecedented increase in the number of prisoners. 

The estimated~annua! amount of the prisoners’ earnings was in 
1892 760/., of whici 2102 was in respect of the reclaiming of 
waste land and the produce of prisonlands. 

The amount derived from the proceeds of work of prisoners 
and transferred to revenue was 184. 4s. 7d. 

Railway. 

The Malta Railway was originally constructed by a private 
company at a cost of about 90,0001, and it was opened in 1833. 
It is 74 miles long and the gauge is one metre. 

In 1890 the company had become unable to keep its trains 
running ; the railway became the property of the Government in 
accordance with certain provisions in the original grant for its 
construction, A portion of the rolling stock seized by the 
creditors of the company was bought at auction on behalf of the 
Government. The permanent way and rolling stock were repaired 
with funds advance from the Immovable Property Account and 
the traffic was resumed on February 25, 1892. 

The gross revenue from that date to December 31 was 
3,750. 19s. 10d., and the working expenses amounted to 
3,582/. Os. 93d. leaving a net profit of 168/. 19s. Odd. The 
expenditure includes 428/. 11s. 9d. for interest and sinking fund 
on 14,653/. 8s. 8d. capital account chargeable to Government 
Immovable Property. Besides the working expenses as above 
shown, a sum of 1,641/. 9s, 2d. was expende1 from voted services 
in railway works on capital account. The number of passengers 
carried was 534,833. Of these 30,854 were Ist Class, 324,531 3rd 
class, and the remainder shows the number of passengers who travel 
by the workmen’s trains. No 2nd class accommodation is provided. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) G. STRICKLAND, 
To His Excellency Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir H. A. Smyth, K.C.M.G., 

Governor of Malta. 


Maura 
1892. 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title-page :— . 


ANNUAL. 

No. | Colony. Year. 

21 | Trinidad and Tobago - - - - | 1890 

22 | Leeward Islands - - S e ‘ S 

23 Grenada - - ° - . . ‘a 

24 | Straits Settlements - . - : ‘ f 

25 | British Guiana - - - . is “ 

26 | St. Helena -— - - = “ 4 i¢ 

27 | Mauritius - . - . - “ - 

28 | Gambia - : - - ” . = 

29 | Hong Kong : - - - - i. 

30 | Ceylon - - : - - -| 1889 

31 | Lagos - - - - - * a 

32 | Lagos - - - : - - | 1890 

83 | Ceylon - - - = - . ° 

34 | Newfoundland - - - ~ . - 

35 | Jamaica - > “ : - - | 1889-91 

86 | Victoria - - - ° - - 1890 

37 | British New Guinea - - - | 1890-91 

38 | St. Vincent - - . - - - 1891 

89 | Bermuda .- - « = ; < i 

40 | Seychelles and Rodrigues - - - - |1889 and 
1890 

41 | Gambia - - - - - - | 1891 

42 | Barbados - - - : - * ” 

43 | Turks Islands - - . “ - 3 

44 | Bahamas - - - - - ° . 

45 | Fiji - - - - = - | 1890 

46 | Seychelles - - - - - -| 1891 

47 | British Bechuanalan - : . + | 1890-92 

48 Malta - o 2 = ° - 1890 and 
1891 

49 | Gibraltar - - - - -| 189] 

50 | Falkland Islands’ - - - - ~ _ 

51 | Leeward Islands’ - - - - - 6 

52 | Grenada - - - = - - - 

53 | St. Lucia - - - - . - ss 

54 Labuan - - - . - - - 

55 | British Guiana = - - > > - 7 

56 | Zululand - - : - - - - 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject, 
1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand - - - | Forests. 
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No. 57. Ma pect 
MAURITIUS. 


[For keport for 1890 see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 27.] 


Acting Governor JernINcHam to Lorp KNUTSFORD. 


Government House, Mauritius, 
My Lorp, August 24, 1892. 
I nave the honour to transmit to your Lordship copies 
of the summary of the Blue Book and of a report thereon by the 
Acting Colonial Secretary, Mr. Elliott. 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) Huspert KE. H. Jerninenam, 
The Right Hon. Administering the Government. 


Lord Knutsford, G.C.M.G., 
&e. &e. &e. 


REPORT to accompany the Buur Book for 1891. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


1. The revenue received in 1891 was Ks. 7,595,650, a decrease 
of Rs, 179,123 as compared with the revenue of 1890. 


2. The estimated revenue of 1891 was Rs. 7,429,977, but as 
this amount was insufficient to meet the estimated expenditure of 
Rs. 7,911,571, additional taxation was imposed by Ordinances 
passed in December 1890. The amount that it was anticipated 
would be obtained in 1891 by the extra taxation was not reached, 
owing to the large quantity of goods withdrawn from bond before 
the close of December 1890, in order to avoid the additiona! duty 
leviable in 1891, 


3. The customs dues in 1890 produced Rs. 2,645,186, and in 
1891 Rs. 2,424,425, a decrease of Rs. 220,771, due prineipally to 
the cause mentioned in the preceding paragraph, and partly 
also to a falling off in the importation of tobacco. 

Owing to the increase in the harbour dues, Rs. 18,048 more 
were received under this head in 1891 than in 1890. 


4, The license, excise, and other internal revenue duties, which 
produced Rs. 2,565,910 in 1890, amountedin 1891 to Rs. 2,709,757, 
I 78550. Wt. 10230. 
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an increase of Rs. 143,847, attributable to the additional duties 
leviable in 1891. 

5. The revenue under the head of “ Fees of Court or Office, 
“Payments for Specific Services, and Reimbursements in aid,” 
shows a decrease in 1891 of Rs. 167,949 as compared with 1890, 
but this is due to the fact that the receipts on account of Poor 
Law patients and the sale of medicines to the Poor Law Commis- 
sion, which are matters of account, were credited to revenue in 
1890 and not in 1891. 

6. There was an increase in 1891 of Rs. 21,432 in the railway 
revenue, of Rs. 15,520 under land sales, and of Rs. 13,036 in 
miscellaneous receipts. 

7. The expenditure in 1891 was Rs. 8,192,265 an increase of 
Rs. 486,954 over the expenditure of 1890. 

8. In 1891 there was an unforeseen expenditure of Rs. 267,396 
occasioned by an epidemic of small-pox, and a sum of Rs. 172,124 
was paid for the diffusion plant set up on Britannia Estate in 1890. 
There was also a larger amount spent by the Pablic Works 
Department, as more extensive repairs were required by public 
vuildings, and the works at the new Central Prisons, Beau-Bassin 
were continued. 


Assets and Liabilities. 


9, The following statement will show the position of the Govern- 
ment accounts under the heads,—l. of the Commissioners of 
Currency, who issue Government notes of the value of 5, 10, and 
50 rupees in exchange for silver rupees of India; 2. of the 
Government Savings Bank, under the direction of the Receiver 
General; 3. of the Curatelle, which administers the estates of 
deceased persons and absentees who are not represented in the 
Colony; and 4. of the Treasury proper. 


— Assets. | Liability. | Surplus. 
ee er ae 
Rs. Rs. Rs. 

Commissioners of Currency - 2,945,151 2,668,250 276,901 
Savings Bank - - - 8,588,289 3,447,627 140,662 
Curatelle - - ~ 470,010 470,010 — 
Treasury proper - - 1,581,103 726,020 855,083 

Total - - - 8,584,553 7,311,907 1,272,646 


3 LS ee ee 


Public Debt. 


10. This amounted on the 31st December 1891 to 777, 7491, 138., 
made up of 161,000/, Mauritius Railway debentures, payable 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 5 


15th January 1895 and 15th January 1896, and bearing interest 
at 6 per cent.; of 56,000/. Savanne Railway 4} per cent. deben- 

tures, payable by annual drawings; of 2,6002. Moka Railway 
4 per cent. debentures, payable by annual drawings ; ; of 73,4002. 
Consolidated 4 per cent. debentures, payable by annual drawings ; 
of 480,749/7. 13s. Mauritius Inscribed Stock; and of 4,000/. Poor 
Law Commission 5 per cent. debentures. 

11, For the redemption of the debentures and inscribed stock 
the sinking fund accumulated up to the 3lst December 1891 
amounted to 140,293/. 14s. 10d., and, adding to this the surplus 
balances of the Cartctanionert of Currency, the Savings Bank, 
and the Treasury proper, which amount to Rs. 1,272, 646, 
or, converted into sterling at Rs. 13°90 the £, 91,5571. 6s. éd., 
the balance ‘representing the debt at the close of 1891 was 
545,898/. 11s. 6d. 


Imports and Exports. 


12. The trade for the year was valued at Rs, 40,785,744, 
against Rs. 44,323,642 in 1890; divided into— 


a ssa ee pe SNES Sn anno 


——ae | 1890 1891 
Rs. Rs. 
Imports - - - 16,702,818 16,477,341 
Exports - - . 27,620,824 24,308,403 
or, exclusive of specie and bullion— 
oo | 1890, | 1891. 
Rs. Rs. 
Imports - > . 16,375,877 16,433,133 
Exports - - - 26,962,930 23,755,088 


13. The value of the principal imports for the years 1890 and 
1891 was as follows :— 


eee | 1890. | 1891. 
Rs, Rs. 
Animals - - - 332,744 802,245 
Apothecaries’ ware - - 182,670 141,929 
Grain, flour, meal - ~ 5,153,773 5,915,858 
Provisions - - - 1,434,549 1,118,102 
Malt liquors, wines and spirits - 823,657 806,341 | 
Cotton manufactures - 1,254,631 917,664 
Woollen manufactures - 218,597 174,597 | 


Maurittus. 


1891. 
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fees . 1890. 1891. 

Rs. Rs. 
Haberdashery - - - 407,245 364,170 
Coal - - ‘ . 542,372 611,934 
Machinery - - - 209,607 91,226 
Iron and steel - - - 193,691 183,269 
Hardware and cutlery - - 1,043,452 406,130 

Leather, wrought and un- 

wrought ~ - - 243,721 162,966 
Mauure and fertilizers - - 1,100,217 1,064,140 
Oil of all kinds - - - 764,064 696,562 
Tobacco - - - 193,304 133,890 
Total - : -| 14,098,294 13,086,023 


14, Adding the charges and exchange to the value of the 
imports given in the preceding table, the result will be as 


follows :— 


—— | 1890. | 1891. 
Rs. Rs. 
Animals - - - 551,820 521,285 
Apothecaries’ ware - - 302,197 240,829 
Grain, flour, meul - - 7,070,167 8,281,693 
Provisions - - = 2,231,893 1,744,627 
Malt liquors, wine, and spirits - 1,367,227 1,370,766 
Cotton manufactures - - 1,949,851 1,420,386 
Woollen manufactures - - 858,275 292,978 
Haberdashery - - - 667,081 610,864 
Coal - s “ 5 1,408,150 1,620,141 
Machinery : - - 347,948 155,084 
Jron and steel - - - 320,269 810,885 
Hardware and cutlery - - 1,724,693 688,065 
Leather, wrought and  un- 
wrought - - - 399,247 271,042 
Manure and fertilizers - - 1,757,762 1,706,018 
Oil of all kinds - - 1,121,645 1,012,135 
Tobacco - - - 298,784 212,453 
Total - - - 21,877,009 20,458,751 


SE Peden Nene ar ert ea rat rt Dente pamrew SS ee 
15. The following table shows in kilogrammes the quantity of 
sugar manufactured in the Colony exported in the years 1890 and 
1891; the value in rupees as declared at the Custom House ; 
and the rate, calculated therefrom, per 100 kilogrammes. 
Ca eae reas Brie le Se Ee eke 
Quantity exported| Declared Value Value per 100 


Tear, in Kilogrammes, in Rupees. Kilogrammes, 

a a eT ae ee 0 cP GE a) ee aa ee Os eee SE Se 
Rs. 
1890 = is -| 128,405,938 23,483,868 18 
1891 = - - 124,180,980 21,119,674 17 
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16. The principal markets for our sugar were :— 
See | 1890. | 1891. 
Kilos. Kilos. 
India - ; ; - | 68,260,803 72,870,218 
Australasia - - - 30,185,866 19,217,225 
United Kingdom - - 14,995,667 11,858,823 
Cape Colonies - : - 11,741,487 18,771,118 
United States - - - 1,505,126 4,148,689 
Ceylon - - - - 596,901 1,055,651 


17. The value of other local products exported in 1891 was as 
follows :— 7 


Rs. 
Rum - - - ~ - 389,926 
Vanilla - ~ - - - 211,314 
Aloe fibre - - - - - 453,530 
Molasses’ - - - - - 94,313 
Cocoa-nut oil ~ - - - 180,588 


Shipping, 


18. The following table gives the number of ships and their 
tonnage, entered inwards and cleared outwards in 1890 and 
1891 :— 


Inwards. Outwards, 
Year. 
No. Tonnage. No. Tonnage. 
1890 - - - 456 343,302 463 346,320 
1891 = < “ 408 300,330 396 295,311 


19. Of the vessels entered inwards, 194 sailing vessels and 93 
steamers were British ; 32 sailing vessels and 41 steamers were 
French ; 13 sailing vessels and 2 steamers were German; 14 
sailing vessels were Norwegian ; and the 19 other vessels were of 
American, Arabian, Austrian, Danish, Dutch, Italian, Malagasy, 
and Swedish nationality. 


rMavRITIUS. 
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Population. 


20. By the Census taken on the night of the 5th April 1891, it 
was ascertained that the resident population was 370,588, composed 
as follows :— 


— | Males. | Females. | Total. 
General population - - - 58,639 56,129 114,668 
Indo-Mauritians - - - 80,653 75,938 156,591 
Other Indians - “ é - 66,846 32,483 99,329 
Total “ - - 206,038 164,550 370,588 


21 The Indo-Mauritians are persons of Indian origin born in 
the Colony, and are generally the offspring of parents both of 
whom were Indian immigrants. The other Indians are chiefly 
immigrants from India who have come to Mauritius under con- 
tracts of service. The general population includes all persons born 
in the Colony (except those of Indian parents or where the father 
was of Indian origin) besides Europeans, Chinese, &c., and is most 
easily defined as the residuum after separating the Indo-Mauritians 
and the other Indians. 

22. The following statement will give the number of the inhabi- 
tants of the districts of the Colony according to the Census of 
1881 and that of 1891 :— 

Serena Sd eS a ee ee ee DoT eae 


Districts. | 1881. | 1891. 


Port Louis (including Flat and Gabriel 


Islands) - - 66,652 62,169 
Pamplemousses - - - - 37,670 88,547 
Riviére du Rempart - - - - 20,726 24,151 
Flacq “ - - - ~ 56,022 56,734 
Grand Port - - - - - 52,982 48,169 
Savanne - - - - - 34,447 34,977 
Black River - - - - - 15,292 15,698 
‘Plaines Wilhems = - - - 46,315 57,591 
Moka “ < - - - 29,768 32,552 

Total ° - 359,874 370,588 
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23. The births registered in 1891 were 13,878, an increase of 575 
over the number registered in 1890; and the number of deaths 
registered in 1891 was 9,976, a decrease of 2,805 compared with 
1890. The births in 1891 exceeded the deaths by 3,902. 

24. The birth-rate in the total population was 37:4 and the 
death-rate 269 per thousand. The death-rate in 1890 was 34°3 
per thousand. 

25. The Census returns show 21 persons as being 100 years of 
age or more, as against 12 in 1881. 


Education. 


26. In 1891 there were 77 Government schools and 84 schools 
aided by Government grants, against 71 Government schools and 
77 aided schools in 1890. 

27. The average number of scholars on the roll in 1890 and 
1891 was as follows :— 


oe | 1890. | 1891. | Increase. 
Government Schools’ - - - 8,082 8,876 794 
Aided Schools - - - - 7,661 8,114 453 


Total - - - 15,743 6,990 1,247 


28. Of the total number of pupils, 71°46 per cent. were of 
European, African, or Chinese descent, and 28°53 per cent. were 
Indians or of Indian origin. The following percentages show 
their religious persuasions :— 

Members of Church of England - 2:97 per cent. 


Roman Catholics ~ - - 7416 pe 
Members of other Christian denomina- 

tions - - - - 141 e 
Mahomedans - - - 6°23 am 
Hindoos and others - - - 15°20 re 


29. The average number of pupils in the Royal College and 
Royal College Schcols in 1890 and 1891 was as follows :— 


— | 1890, | 1891. 
Royal College proper - - - 187 193 
Royal College School, Port Louis - - 140 145 
Royal College School, Curepipe - - 148 189 


Total - - - - 475 527 
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30. The sums disbursed for educationa] purposes in 1891 were 
as follows :— 


Rs. 
Royal College - - - - 171,769 
Expenditure on Government schools exclu- 
sively - - - - = 162,523 
Expenditure on aided schools exclusively - 94,335 
Expenditure common to Government and 
aided schools - - - - 13,497 
Industrial education - - - - 3,854 | 
Administration - ~ - - 19,774 
Total - - - - Rs, 455,352 
Total expenditure in 1890 - - Rs, 422,299 


Increase of expenditure in 1891 - Rs. 33,053 


31. This additional expenditure was caused by an increase in 
the grants to aided schools, by grants in aid to schools associated 
with the Royal College, by the opening of second grade Govern- 
ment schools on the half-time system, and by an increase to the 
personal emoluments of teachers in the Royal College and 
Government schools. 


Post Office and Telegraphs. 


32. The revenue collected in this Department in 1891 was 
Rs. 73,910, while the revenue brought to account in 1890 was 
Rs. 81,593. This apparent decrease is owing to the postage 
stamps sold at the Treasury having been credited to the item 
Internal Revenues in 1891, whilst in 1890 the amount was credited 
to the Post Office Department. 


33. The letters, post cards, and newspapers which passed 
througi: the office in 1890 and 1891 were as follows :— 


Year. | Letter. | Post Cards. Newspapers. 
1890 - - - 1,063,800 21,543 1,150,903 
1891 - - - 1,069,994 22,414 1,194,383 
Increase - 6,194 871 43,480 


34. The postal money-order business showed an increase of 
Rz. 52,299 over that of 1890. 
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35. The mail services by the Messageries Maritimes Company 
and the British India Steam Navigation Company were continued 
with great regularity. A subsidy of Rs. 80,000 was paid to the 
Messageries Maritimes Company, and a subsidy of 3,750/. was 
paid by the Colony to the British India Steam Navigation 
Company, a similar sum being also paid to the Company by the 
Imperial Government. 


Railways. 


36. The revenue for 1891 was Rs. 1,597,321, an increase of 
Rs. 21,432 over the revenue of 1890, due to the transport of a 
larger quantity of goods; the expenditure in 1891 was 
Rs. 1,043,708, a decrease of Rs. 62,596 when compared with that 
of 1890, owing to the careful management of the General Manager 
and Engineer of Railways. 

37. The works on the extension of the Moka line from 
Montagne Blanche Station to Kivieré Séche Station were con- 
tinued. 


Immigration. 


38. There were but few Indian immigrants introduced into the 


Colony in 1891; 656 from Calcutta and 335 from Madras; and . 


there was also a decrease in the number of immigrants who left 
the Colony, there being altogether 900 against 1,054 in 1890. 


39. The average cost of introduction per engayed man was 
Rs. 140 . 50. 

40, The proportion of females to males among the immigrants 
who arrived in the Colony was 38°8 per cent., and the proportion 
of females to males in the departures was 257 per cent. 


Poor Relief. 


41. The expenditure in 1891, including establishment charges, 
was Rs. 249,695, while the expenditure in 1890 was set down at 
Rs. 409,131. 

42. It had been the practice to prepare bills for the fees charge- 
able on account of patients sent by the Poor Law Commissioner 
for treatment at the Civil Hospital and the Lunatic Asylum, and 
for medicines supplied to poor law dispensaries and hospitals, and 
the amount of such bills was entered in the accounts as revenue, 
and figured also on the expenditure side. As this was entirely a 
matter of account, the practice ceased at the end of 1890. In 
paragraph 5 of this Report reference is made to the decrease in 
revenue under the head of reimbursements by the omission of sums 
under this head. 

43. The number of patients treated in the public hospitals in 
1891 was 8,158, against 10,436 in 1890. Of these 6,686 were 
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treated in hospitals in the rural districts, and 1,472 at the Civil 
Hospital in Port Louis. The total number of deaths in the 
several hospitals was 750, against 1165 in 1890; and the ratio 
of mortality was 9°19 per cent., against 11°16 in the previous 
year. 

44, The number of persons assisted at the Barkly Asylum in 
1891 was 802, against 954 in 1890, the number remaining on the 
3lst December 1891 being 359, The number of deaths in the 
year was 43, against 67 in the previous year, and the ratio of 
mortality was 5°36 per cent,, against 7°02 in 1890. 

45, The number of persons treated in convent hospitals and 
infirmaries in 1891 was 597, against 754 in 1890; the number 
remaining on 3lst December 1891 being 254. The number of 
deaths in the year was 111, against 112 in 1890; and the ratio of 
mortality was 18°59 per cent,, against 14°85 in 1890. 

46, The number of lepers maintained at St. Lazare in 1891 
was 258, against 314 in 1890; the number remaining on 31st 
December 1891 being 168. The mortality in 1891 was 24, against 
42 in 1890, and the ratio of mortality was 8°91 per cent., against 
13°37 in 1890. 

47. The number of lunatics treated in the lunatic asylum in 
1891 was 475, against 473 in 1890; the number remaining on 
the 3lst December 1891 being 378. The mortality in 189} was 
9, against 12 in 1890, and the ratio of mortality was 1° 89 per 
cent., against 2°53 in 1890. 

48. The number of sick people treated at the dispensaries in 
1891 was 41,926, against 47,403 in 1890. 

49. Out-door relief in the shape of rice and money was given 
to 12,935 persons in 1891, against 11,977 in 1890. 


Criminal Statistics. 


50. The total number of offences reported to the police or to the 
magistrates in 1891 was 32,345, against 30,085 in 1890. 
Of the offences reported in 1891— 
7,112 were for offences against the person. 
637 4, 5, predial larceny. 
5,512 4, 4, offences against property other than predial 
larceny. 
and 19,094 ,, ,, other offences, 


51. The total number of convictions in the inferior courts in 
1891 was 17,793, against 16,172 in 1890. 
These convictions are classified as follows :— 
1,144 for offences against the person. 
412 ,, predial larceny. 
1,455 ,, offences against property other than praedial 
larceny. 
4,573 ,, offences against the law relating to masters and 
servants, 
10,209 ,, other offences. 
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52. The convictions in the Supreme Court were as follows :-— 
27 for offences against the person. 


69.45 


9 


» property. 


53. The acquittals were as follows :— 


In the inferior courts - - 
»» Supreme Court 


bP) 


- 4,926 
. : at 


54. The number of persons committed to gaol in 1891 was 
9,419, against 8,878 in 1890. 
7 were imprisoned for debt. 


1,974 
1,941 


5,497 


”» 


” 


»” 


,, nonpayment of fines and costs. 
y» safe custody till trial, or for not 
furnishing security. 


»» purposes of penal imprisonment. 


The above-mentioned committals include 347 removals to the 
reformatory for juvenile offenders. 


55. The sentences of imprisonment in 1891 were as follows :-- 


To three months or less - - - 4,276 

To more than three months and less than one 
year - - - - - - 952 
To one year and less than five years - - 212 
~ 57 


To more than five years se i 


Meteorological Observations. 


56. The mean temperature in the shade at the Observatory, 
which stands on a plain 178 feet above sea-level, about three 
miles from the West Coast, in the district of Pamplemousses, was 
73 degrees, against an average of 73°5 for the 17 years 1875— 
1891; the absolute highest temperature being 86 degrees, on 4th 
February, and the lowest 55 degrees, on Ist August. 

57. The rainfall for the year at the Observatory was 44°63 
inches on 224 days, against an average of 47°78 inches on 203 


33 FS 


days for the last 17 years. The wettest months were March and 
April, and the driest month October. 

58. The rainfall for the year atthe Nursery Gardens, Curepipe, 
in the district of Plaines Wilhems, at an elevation of 1,840 feet 
above sea-level was 139 + 32 inches on 288 days. 


Legislation. 


69. Thirty-one Ordinances were passed by the Council of 
Government in 1891. 

60. Six of them deal with questions affecting the revenue 
of the Colony. Three were passed to continue in operation during 
1892 Ordinances passed in previous years to impose extra taxation, 
so as to provide the amount necessary to make the revenue of 1892 
sufficient to meet the estimated expenditure. Another Ordinance 
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Ma : ° 
1891. reduced the licence duty payable by attorneys from Rs. 150 to 


— Rs. 60 per annum; and by another, the licence duty payable by 
house, land, and cattle agents was reduced from Rs. 15v to Rs. 50 
per annum. The sixth was to render effective Ordinance 25 of 
1890, which had imposed licence duties on certain traders. 

61. By Ordinance 4 of 1891, “ To provide for the prevention of . 
Accidents in Aloe-fibre Factories,” the great difficulty which persons 
wishing to claim compensation would otherwise have met was 
removed, as the party injured is not bound to prove negligence on 
the part of the employer, as he would have to do in an action 
under the code. 

62. Ordinance No. 15, “To make it lawful in certain cases for 

'“ Persons on board a Ship which does not enter the Harbour to 
“ land before such Ship is admitted to pratique,” provides for the 
case of passengers arriving on board ships with clean bills of health 
and otherwise entitled to pratique, but which do not wish to 
communicate because of epidemic disease existing in the Colony. 
Before the passing of this Ordinance those passengers were 

either prohibited from landing, or were obliged to go to a quaran- 
tine station. 

63. Ordinance No. 25, “To amend the Law relating to the 
‘ harbouring and employment of Vagrants and Deserters,” was 
passed to render liable to penalties those who harbour or employ 
vagrants and deserters without having previously taken reasonable 
precautions to ascertain whether such persons were vagrants or 


deserters. 
(Signed) THomas E.uiorT, 


22nd August 1892, Acting Golonial Secretary. 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title-page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year. 
56 | Zululand - s - é ~ -| 1891 
57 | Mauritius - . ‘ . * - r 
58 | Lagos - - - - - ; 
59 | Straits Settlements - - - < Z 44 
60 | Ceylon - - - = . “ . 
61 | Natal - - - - - | 1891-92 
62 | Basutoland - - - x re "4 
63 | St. Helena - - - . - -| 1891 
64 | Sierra Leone - - - - - hs 
65 | Jamaica - - - - = - | 1891-92 
66 | Trinidad and Tobag - - - -{| 1891 
67 | Newfoundland - - . - ro - 
68 | British New Guinea - < “ - | 1891-92 
69 | Victoria - - - - - - | 1891 
70 | Rodrigues - - - - “ r 
71 | Bermuda - - - - ai -| 1892 
72 =| Fiji ‘ - : = . -| 1891 
73 | British Honduras - - - - - a 
74 | Turks and Caicos Islands - - : - | 1892 
75 | Gibraltar - - - - - i » 
76 | Bahamas - - - - ° - 7 
77 | Leeward Islands - * * ;: = 
78 | Trinidad and Tobago - - - - s 
79 | Malta : - - - - p - 
80 | Gambia - - n - - - ad 
81 | Straits Settlements - . - - - “A 
82 | Grenada - - e 2 ’ = ry) 
83 | Barbados - - ° - . ‘ ba 
84 | St. Vincent - . - “ = a :, 
85 | Hong Kong : - - - : - 
86 | St. Lucia - - i 2 2 . i 
87 | Falkland Islands’ - . - ~ : " 
88 | Gold Coast - - - . ‘ s ‘ 
89 | Basutoland - - - « - - | 1892-93 
90 | Ceylon * ° . - * = 1892 
9]. Zululand - - - - . - _ 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Coiony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast - Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand - ° Forests. 


Sierra Leone = 


Geology and Botany. 
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No. 92, Ma Habe Us. 
MAURITIUS. 


[For Report for 1891 see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 57.) 


Sir H. E. H. Jerninenam to the Marquess oF RIPON. 


(Extract.) Government House, Mauritius, 
September 11, 1893. 
I nave the honour to transmit to your Lordship the 
Report on the Blue Book for 1892, which has been furnished by 
Mr, Elliott, the late Acting Colonial Secretary. 


REPORT to accompany the Buu Book for 1892. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


1. The revenue received in 1892 was Ks. 7,473,029, a decrease 
of Rs, 122,621 as compared with the revenue of 1891. 


2. The estimated revenue of 1892 was Rs. 7,392,631, and as 
this amount was insufficient to meet the estimated expenditure of 
Rs. 7,766,555, Ordinances were passed in December 1891, 
continuing in force Ordinances 20, 21 and 22 of 1890 under which 
additional taxation had been imposed and it was estimated that 
the extra taxes would in 1892 produce Rs. 364,925: 


3. But owing to the disastrous hurricane of 29th April 1892 
the anticipated revenue was not realised. The sugar crop was so 
much reduced that the export duty on sugar amounted only to 
Rs. 319,279, while Rs. 425,000 had been anticipated. The 
railway receipts, owing te the reduced crop, showed a falling off 
of Rs. 106,679, and the excise duty on rum issued for home 
consumption was short by Rs. 265,651. On the other hand, the 
import duties produced Rs, 213,000 more than the estimate, and 
harbour duties showed an increase of Rs. 32,339 over estimate. 

4, The estimated expenditure in 1892 was Rs. 7,766,555, and 
the actual exjenditure was Rs, 8,024,484, an excess of Rs. 257,929 
over estimate. 

5. The epidemic of small-pox which commenced in 1891, 
continued threughcut the year, and caused an expenditure of 
Rs. 241,586, which had not been provided fur, and a sum of 

I 78470. Wt. 10230. 3 
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Mauritius. Rs. 291,131 was spent in repairing damages to public buildings 


1892. 


caused by the hurricane of the 29th April and in giving assistance 
to’ the sufferers therefrom, The amount provided to meet the 
charge on account of the Public Debt was exceeded by 
Rs. 108,213, the rate of exchange having risen considerably in 
1892. 

6. A saving of Rs. 112,502 was effected on the amount 
provided for the Civil Service, and through the non-execution of 
public works for which provision had been made in the estimates 
of 1892 there was a further saving of Rs. 111,912. Her 
Majesty’s Government, in consideration of the losses inflicted on 
the colony by the hurricane, relieved the colony of further 
payments on account of the military contribution for the year 
1892, and this caused a reduction of expenditure under that head 
of Rs. 126,213. 

Assets and Liabilities. 

7. The following statement shows the position of the Govern- 
ment accounts under the heads :—1. Of the Commissioners of 
Currency; 2. Of the Government Savings Bank; 3. Of the 
Curatelle ; and 4. Of the Treasury proper. 


| 
—_ | Assets. | Liability. | Surplus. 

Siete ie | rz 

Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Commissioners of Currency - 4,425,061 3,976,265 448,796 
Savings Bank - - - 3,723,306 8,382,177 391,129 

Curatelle - - , 462,461 462,461 — 

' Treasury proper - -| 8,316,114 7,391,707 924,406 
Total - - ‘ 16,926,942 15,162,610 1,764,331 


Oe ee 


Public Debt. 
8. The Public Debt stood as follows on the 3lst December 


1892 :.—- 
Mauritius Railway Debentures payable 15th £ 5. — a, 


January, 1895, and 15th January, 1896, and 


bearing interest at 6 per cent. - - 161,000 0 0 
Savanne Railway 4} per cent. Debentures 

payable by annual drawings - 55,000 0 0 
Moka Railway 4 per cent. Debentures payable 

by annual drawings - - - 2,600 0 O 
Consolidated 4 per cent. Debentures payable 

by annual drawings - - = 72,100 0.0 
Mauritius Inscribed Stock - - - 480,749 13 0 
Poor Law Commission 5 per cent. Debentures 3,500 O O 


Total - - - - + 774,940 13 “6 
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9. For the redemption of the debentures and £ sd, . Maunrrrus. 


inscribed stock, the sinking fund accumu- 
lated up to 31st December, 1892, amounted 


to - - - - - - 161,177 18 10 
Adding to this the surplus balances :— 
Rs. 
Treasury proper - - 924,406 
Savings Bank - - - 391,129 
Commissioners of Currency - 448,796 
Total - ; - 1,764,331 
Which converted into sterling at Rs. 16 the £ 
equal - - - - - 110,270 13 8 
The balance representing the debt of the 
. Colony is - ~~ - - - 503,501 0 6 
Total - - - 774,949 13 0 


Imports and Exports. 


12. The trade for the year 1892 was valued at Rs. 41,751,323, 
against Rs. 40,785,744 in 1891; divided into— 


tt | 1891. | 1898, 
Rs. Rs. 
Imports - - . 16,477,341 23,401,176 
Exports - - - 24,308,403 18,350,147 
or, exclusive of specie and bullion— 
ak | 1891. | 1892, 
Rs. Rs. 
Imports - - - 16,483,133 15,746,116 
Exports - - - 23,705,088 18,093,181 


11. The large amount of Rs. 7,655,060 in specie was imported 
in 1892, of which Rs, 6,322,681 was received by Government on 


1892. 
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ea i account of the loan of 600,000/. guaranteed by Her Majesty’s 
ao Treasury under the Mauritius Hurricane Loan Act, 1892. 
12, The value of the principal imports for the years 1891 and 
1892 was as follows :— 


-__ | 1891. | 1892. 
Rs. Rs. 
Animals - - ~ 802,245 310,876 
Apothecaries’ ware - - 141,929 144,446 
Grain, flour, meal . “ 5,915,858 5,469,001 
Provisions - - - 1,113,102 1,068,306 
Malt liquors, wines and spirits - 806,341 828,111 
Cotton manufactures - - 917,664 1,044,591 
Woollen manufactures - - 174,597 168,398 
Haberdashery - - - 364,170 353,559 
Coal - - - - 611,934 592,496 
Machinery - - - 91,226 205,372 
Tron and steel - - - 183,269 278,845 
Hardware and cutlery - - 406,130 447,989 
Leather, wrought and un- 
wrought - - - 162,966 166,052 
Manure and fertilizers - - 1,064,140 1,366,463 
Oil of all kinds - - = 696,562 569,321 
Tobacco - - - 133,890 190,169 
Total - - -| 18,086,023 18,203,995 


13. Adding the charges and exchange to the value of the 
imports given in the preceding table, the result’ will be as 


follows :— 


—_— | 1891. 1892. | 
Rs. Rs. 

Animals - - - 521,285 579,960 
Apothecaries’ ware - - 240,829 265,412 
Grain, flour, meul - - 8,281,693 7,465,162 
Provisions - - - 1,744,627 1,800,306 
Malt liquors, wines, and spirits 1,370,766 1,540,602 
Cotton manufactures - - 1,420,386 1,725,123 
Woollen manufactures - - 292,978 807,375 
Haberdashery - - - 610,864 640,473 
Joal - - - - 1,620,141 1,637,284 
Machinery - - - 155,084 381,696 
Iron and steel - ~ - 310,385 500,097 
Hardware and cutlery - - 688,065 828,199 
Leather, wrought and un- 

wrought - - 271,042 297,682 
Manure and fertilizers - - 1,706,018 2,367,405 
Oil of all kinds - - 1,012,135 886,050 
Tobacco - - - 212,453 311,897 

Total - - - 20,458,751 21,535,223 | 


i 
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14, The following table shows in kilogrammes the quantity of 
pres manufactured in the Colony exported in the years 1891 and 
1892 :— 


Quantity Exported 


Year. in Kilogrammes. 
1891s - - - 124,180,980 
1892 - - - - 93,091,256 


15. The principal markets for our sugar were :— 
eee i ear eRe RE ee Ne 


_—_—_— 1891. 1892. 

| Kilos. Kilos. 
India - = 4 - | 72,870,218 54,386,563 
Australasia - - - 19,217,225 8,533,167 
United Kingdom - - 11,858,823 18,982,675 
Cape Colonies - - - 18,771,113 7,718,485 

United States - - - 4,148,689 —_— 
Ceylon - : - ‘ 1,055,651 5,518,722 
St. Helena - - - 47,112 2,034,749 


16. The value of other local products exported in 1892 was as 
follows :— 


Rum - - - - 303,618 Rupees. 

Vanilla ~ = - - 169,985 5; 

Aloe fibre - - “ - 309,653 ,, 

Molasses’ - - “ - 104,583  ,, 

Cocoa: nut oil - - - 197,653 — ,, 
Shipping. 


17. The following table gives the number of ships and their 
tonnage entered inwards and cleared outwards in 1891 and 1892 :— 


Inwards. Outwards. 
Year. 
No. Tonnage. No. Tonnage. 
— gp rl ETL te Te eee ok ie WA ee ee — 
| 
1891. = : 5 408 300,330 - 896 295,311 
1892 - - - 399 327,528 398 325,742 


MAovRITIUs. 
1892. 


51 


52 


MauvrRitTIUus, 
1892, 
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18. Of the vessels entered inwards, 163 sailing vessels and 117 
steamers were British ; 30 sailing vessels and 36 steamers were 
Vrench ; 22 sailing vessels and 2 steamers were German; 14 
sailing vessels were Norwegian ; and the 15 other vessels were of 
American, Austrian, Belgian, Danish, Dutch, Swedish and 
Malagasy nationality. 5 


Population. 


19. The estimated population on the 31st December, 1892, was 
374,079. 


20. The births registered in 1892 were 14,985, of whom 7,596 
were males and 7,389 were females. Of the total number 
of births, 4,367, divided into 2,180 males and 2,187 females, 
belonged to the general population, and 10,618, divided 
into~5,416 males and 5,202 females, belonged to the Indian 
population. The birth-rate in the total population was 40:05 
per thousand. 


21. The deaths registered in 1892 were 13,055, of whom 
7,309 were males and 5,746 were females. Of the total number 
of deaths, 4,412, divided into 2,281 males and 2,131 females, 
belonged to the general population, and 8,643, divided into 5,028 
males and 3,615 females, belonged to the Indian population, 


22. There were 1,335 deaths unregistered at the Civil Status 
Offices. Of these 103 were deaths from small-pox, and 1,232 
were persons killed in the terrible hurricane of the 29th April 
1892, and whose bodies were obliged to be buried before they 
could be identified and the necessary formalities accomplished. 
These 1,232 deaths were in the following districts :— 


Port Louis - - - . = Raa 
Pamplemousses - - a , wt: Aig 
Riviere-du-Rempart pia , 8 
Flacq - - - - ‘ on 
Grand Port - - - - = See 
Savanne - - « “ ogy 
Black River = - - - é Pry 
Plaines Wilhems - - P Seany |; 
Moka: + : : a ey 


23. Including the unregistered deaths the death-rate in the total 
population was 38°46 per thousand, 
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Education. 


24, In 1892 there were 81 Government schools and 87 schools 
aided by Government grants, against 77 Government. schools and. 
84 aided schools in 1891. 


25. The average number of scholars on the roll in 1891 and 
1892 was as follows :— - 


—— | ‘1891. ° | 1892. | Decrease. 
Government Schools - - - 8,876 8,477 399 
Aided Schools. - - - - 8,114. 7,980 134 
Total - - - 16,990 16,457 533 


26. Of the total number of pupils, 73°83 per cent. were of 
European, African, or Chinese origin, and 26°16 per cent. were 
Indians. or of Indian origin. The following. percentages show 
their religious persuasions :— 


Members of Church of England. - 3:01 per cent. 
Roman. Catholics ~ - - 74:40 naa 
Members of other Christian denomina- 

tions - ar Sy POR GT 96: 
Mohamedans - - - 6:07 es 
Hindoos and others - - - 14°86 % 


27. The average number of pupils in the Royal College and: 
Royal College Schools in 1891 and 1892 was. as follows :— 


reser 1891. 1892. 


Royal College proper. - - - 193 201 
Royal College School, Port Louis: « - 145 14] 
Royal College School, Curepipe - - | 189 172 


Totak - a - - 527 514 


MAURITIUS. 
1892. 
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Beek ae 28. The sums disbursed for educationa] purposes in 1892 were 
fers as follows :— 
Rs. 
Royal College - - - - 180,892 
Expenditure on Government schools exclu- 3 
sively  - - - - - 150,629 
Expenditure on aided schools exclusively - 92,918 
Expenditure’ common to Government and 
aided schools ~ - - - 10,520 
Industrial education - - - - 2,595 
Administration - - - - 19,770 
Total - - = - Rs, 457,324 
Totai expenditure in 1891 - - Rs, 455,352 
Increase of expenditure in 1892 - Rs, 1,972 


Post Office and Telegraphs. 


29. The revenue brought to account in this Department in 
1892 was Rs. 66,843, against Rs. 73,910 in 1891. 


30. The letters, post-cards, and newspapers which passed 
through the office in 1891 and 1892 were as follows :— 


Year. | Letters. | Post Cards. | Newspapers. 
1891 . - - 1,069,994 22,414 1,194,383 
1892s ‘ “ 1,126,254 24,447 1,261,584 
Increase - 56,260 2,038 67,201 


31. The postal money-order business, foreign and _ inland, 
showed an increase of Rs. 42,808 over that of 1891. 


32. The following subsidies were paid to ocean mail packets :— 
Rs. 80,000 to the Messageries Maritimes Company, and 3,750/. to 
the British India Steam Navigation Company, a similar sum 
being also paid to the Company by the Imperial Government. 
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Railways. 


33. The railway revenue and expenditure for the years 1891 and 
1892 were as follows :— 


mos | 1891. | 1892. | Decrease. 

Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Revenue - - - - 1,597,321 1,490,642 106,679 
Expenditure - - - 1,043,708 984,025 59,683 


The decrease in the revenue is under the item “ conveyance of 


goods,” and is due to the reduction in the crop of 1892 caused by 
the hurricane of the 29th April 1892. 


Immigration. 


34. There was no immigration of Indian labourers in 1892. 
The number that left the Colony in 1892 was 1,478, of whom 
1,129 were males and 349 females. The amount of money 
carried away by the departing Indians, as declared by them, was 
Rs. 35,224, and the average amount per statute adult (exclusive 
of paupers) was Rs. 81. 


35. The amount standing to the credit of the Indian population 
at the Government Savings Bank on the 3lst December 1892 
was Rs. 1,526,429 possessed by 10,002 persons classified as 
follows :— 

235 new immigrants. 
6,055 old 5 
1,063 passenyers. 
2,619 Indo-Mauritians, 


36. The Indian population on sugar estates ‘on the 30th June 
1892 was 116,503, of whom 52,247 were labourers. 


Poor Relief. 


37. The expenditure under this head in 1892, including 
establishment charges, was Rs. 231,186, showing a diminution of 
Rs. 18,509 on the expenditure under the same head in 1891. 


38. The number of patients treated in the public hospitals in 
1892 was 11,231, against 8,158 in 1891. Of these 8,630 were 
treated in hospitals in the rural districts, and 2,601 at the Civil 
Hospital in Port Louis. The total number of deaths in the 
several hospitals was 1,175, against 750 in 1891; and the ratio 
of mortality was 10°46 per cent., against 9°19 in the previous 

ear. 

? 39. The number of persons assisted at the Barkly Asylum in 
1892 was 803, against 802 in 1891, the number remaining on the 
3lst December 1892 being 358. The number of deaths in the 
year was 33, against 43 in the previous year, and the ratio of 
mortality was 4°10 per cent., against 5°36 in 1891. 


Mauritius. 
1892. 


—s 


55 


56 


Mauritius. 
1892. 
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40. The number of lepers maintained at St. Lazare in 1892 
was 290, against 258 in 1891; the number remaining on the 31st 
December 1892 being 171. The mortality in 1892 was 37, against 
23 in 1891, and the ratio of mortality was 12°75 per cent., against 
8°91 in the previous year. 

41. The number of persons maintained in the convent hospitals 
and infirmaries in 1892 was 667, against 597 in 1891 ; the number 
remaining on the 3lst December 1892 being 238. The number of 
deaths in the year was 129, against 111 in 1891; and the ratio of 
mortality was 19 : 34 per cent., against 18°59 in 1891. 

42. Of the insane patients treated at the Government Lunatic 
Asylum 483 were at the cost of the Poor Law Commission. 

43. The number of pauper orphans maintained in 1892 by the 
Poor Law Commission was 165, of whom 51 were males and 114 
females. 

44, The number of sick people treated at the dispensaries in 
1892 was 57,961, against 41,926 in 1891, showing an increase of 
16,035. 

45. Out-door relief in the shape of rice and money was given 
in 1892 to 3,018 persons, 631 being males and 2,387 females. 


Criminal Statistics. 


46. The total number of offences reported to the police or to the 
magistrates in 1892 was 30,539, against 32,345 in 1891. 
Of the offences reported in 1892 
6,721 were for offences agaiust the person. 
789 ,, 5, predial larceny. 
5,274 4, >, offences against property other than predial 
larceny. 
and 17,755 4, 45, other offences. 
47. The total number of convictions in the inferior courts in 
1892 was 17,440, against 17,793 in 1891. 
These convictions are classified as follows :— 


965 for offences against the person. 
482 ,, predial larceny. 
1,674 ,, offences against property other than preedial 


larceny. 
4,180 ,, offences against the law relating to masters and 


servants. 
10,139 ,, other offences. 
48. The convictions in the Supreme Court were as follows :— 
28 for offences against the person. 
66 ,, ve a property. 
49, The acquittals were as follows :— 


In the inferior courts = 2 - 4,622 
5) Supreme Court - 2 : 15 
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50. The number of persons committed to gaol in 1892 was 
9,452, against 9,419 in 1891. 


5 were imprisoned for debt. 


pi | re ,, nonpayment of fines and costs. 

2,027 ss ,, safe custody till trial, or for not 
furnishing security. 

5,133 » »» purposes of penal imprisonment. 


The above-mentioned committals include 382 removals to the 
reformatory for juvenile offenders. 


51. The sentences of imprisonment in 1892 were as follows :-- 


To three months or less - - - 4,364 
To more than three months and less than one 

year - - - - - - 6576 
T’o one year or more, and less than five years - 160 
To five years or more - - - - 33 


Meteorological Observations. 


52. The mean temperature in the shade at the Observatory, 
which stands on a plain 178 feet above sea-level, about three 
miles from the West Coast, in the district of Pamplemousses, was 
74°1, against an average of 73°°6 for the 18 years (1875-1892) ; 
the highestt emperature being 85°7 on the 12th January, and 
the lowest 58°8 on the 27th July. 


53. The rainfall for the year at the Observatory was 59°12 
inches on 221 days, against an average of 48°41 inches on 204 
days for the last 18 years. The greatest fallin 24 hours was 
7-32 inches on February 13. The wettest months were January, 
February, and March, and the driest month was September. 


54. The rainfall for the year atthe Nursery Gardeas, Curepipe, 
in the district of Plaines Wilhems, at an elevation of 1,840 feet 
above the sea-level, was 154°78 inches on 342 days, against an 
average of 180°10 inches on 262 days. On February 13th, at 
6.30 a.m., the receptacle of the rain gauge was found overflowing. 


55. The centre of a violent cyclone passed over the island on 
the 29th April. The lowest reading of the barometer was 
27-956 inches, and the maximum velocity of the wind for five 
minutes, from 46 minutes past 3 to 51 minutes past 3 in the 
afternoon, at the rate of 121°2 miles per hour; but the greatest 
average hourly velocity was 103°3 miles from 3.30 to 4.30 p... 


56. This cyclone of the 29th April 1892 has been unprecedented 
in Mauritius with regard to time of year, direction and force of 
wind, and the suddenness, rapidity, and extent of the changes 
which took place. Nearly all the loss of life and property 
occurred in less than two hours. 


MAURITIUS. 


1892. 


oF 


58 
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Legislation. 


57. Thirty-one Ordinances were passed by the Council of 
Government in 1892. 


58. Hight of them were occasioned by the necessities created by 
the hurricane of the 29th April. 


59. The first was passed six days after the hurricane “to make 
“ provision for enabling land owners who are employers of labour’ 
** to obtain provisions for men and cattle on their estates with the 
“ guarantee of Government,” as it was thought that difficulties 
might he experienced by some in obtaining the necessary supply of 
provisions for their labourers. The second, passed on the same 
day, authorised the Governor to .grant to persons whose houses had 
been destroyed or damaged by the hurricane permission to remove 
trees from certain Crown Lands and Pas Geometriques for 
rebuilding or repairing their houses. The third, also passed on 
the same day, asa means of relieving fishermen and others, who 
had suffered much from the hurricane, made it lawful to fish with 
nets for one month in the bays and creeks in which fishing with 
nets was prohibited by the fishery law, aud which reserves were 
consequently well stocked with fish. 


60. A committee of the Council of Government having 
recommended that a loan of 600,000/. be raised by the colony to 
meet the wants and necessities created by the hurricane and to 
provide funds for certain public works, Ordinance No. 4 of 1892 
was passed. Her Majesty’s Government decided to invite 
Parliament to guarantee the loan of 600,0002 proposed to be 
raised by the above Ordinance, and by the Mauritius Hurricane 
Loan Act, 1892, Her Majesty’s Treasury was empowered to 
guarantee it. As further legislation was necessary to carry out 
the provisions of the Loan Act, Ordinance No. 12 of 1892 was 
accordingly passed. 


61. Ordinance No. 5 of 1892 was passed to empower Stipendiary 
Magistrates to modify Contracts of Service with the consent of 
the parties thereto. The object of this Ordinance was to allow 
immigrants under engagement to accept a lower rate of wages on 
estates so damaged by the hurricane that the owners found 
themselves unable to continue paying the wages they had con- 
tracted to give. 


62. As it had been necessary to take measures for the immediate 
burial of many persons who had been killed or who had died from 
the injuries received during the hurricane, and it had not been 
possible to obtain regular permits of burial or otherwise comply 
with the formalities required by the Civil Status Ordinance, an 
Ordinance was passed to legalise the orders on this subject given 
by the Officer Administering the Government. 


63. The last of the eight Ordinances referred to above was 
passed to empower the Governor to remit college fees in certain 
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cases, for some persons had been rendered so destitute by the 
hurricane that they were unable to pay the college fees, and had 
been obliged to withdraw their boys from the Royal College. 


64. Two Ordinances deal with questions affecting the revenue 


ef the Colony. One was passed to continue in force during the 
year 1893 the Ordinance authorising the levying of a stamp duty 
on receipts ;, and the other continued in operation for the year 
1893' Ordinance: No. 20° of 1890, by which a surcharge of 10 per 


cent. was imposed on certain duties and taxes, and it also increased. 


the import duties for the year 1893. on the goods mentioned in it. 


65.. Ordinance No, 28 of 1892 was passed to amend and con-— 


solidate the laws regulating the working of the Customs, the 
draft of which had been prepared by a Commission appointed in 
1888 by the Officer Administering the Government for the purpose 
of examining and reporting upon. the Customs laws of the Colony, 
a general system of drawbacks, and the removal of the export 
duty on sugar. 
(Signed) Tuomas Evxiort, 
September 1, 1893. Acting Colonial Secretary.. 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
yence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year. 
28 Gambia - - . = t - | 1890 
29 Hong Kong ~ - - - - Pa 
30 Ceylon - - - . ~ - | 1889 
31 Lagos - - - - - - _ 
32 Lagos - - - . Z - | 1890 
33 Ceylon - - - “ - : # 
34 Newfoundland - . - . ‘ a 
35 Jamaica - =. a 3 - | 1889-91 
36 Victoria - : - « se - | 1890 
37 British New Guinea - ss - | 1890-91 
38 St. Vincent - . = -| 1891 
39 Bermuda - - - * -e is 3 
40 Seychelles and Rodrigues + = - | 1889 and 
1890 
41 Gambia - - . - - - | 1891 
42 Barbados - - - - - < 7 
43 | Turks Islands - - - - 5 a 
44 Bahamas - = % - y “ - 
45 Fiji - - - - - - | 1890 
46 Seychelles - - - - -| 1891 
AT British Bechuanaland - - - - | 1890-92 
48 Malta - - - - - - |1890 and 
1891 
49 Gibraltar - < . a _ 1891 
50 Falkland Islands - . £ * id 
51 Leeward Island - “ - . a 
52 Grenada “ - 4 ‘ @ . 
53 St. Lucia - - - % . % . 
54 Labuan - - ‘ = S . - 
55 British Guiana - - a . re = 
56 Zululand - * a - ‘ ‘ . 
57 Mauritius - = - - 2 - - 
58 Lagos - - - - é i 
59 | Straits Settlements - - - - - m 
60 Ceylon - - ie “ * = i) ERO 
Rs SM een) nn et ee Vee ES eee SRE hg he Seems 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
ee Le RENT Soo NR Ee ee ne ein ae CRA 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 


2 Zululand - - - | Forests. 
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Sir C. B. H. MrroHe.y to the Marquess or RIPon. 


Government House, Pietermaritzburg, 
Natal, October 8, 1892, 
I HAvE the honour to transmit to your Lordship, herewith, 
the Blue Book of this Colony for the year 1891-2, together with 


a Report upon it which has been drawn up by the Assistant 
Colonial Secretary. 


My Lorp, 


I have, &c. 


(Signed) C. B. H. MtrcHe tz. 
The Right Hon. the Secretary of State, 


&e. &c. &e. 


NATAL. 


Report on THE Buiur Book ror tHe Year 1891-2 
(ending 30th June, 1892). 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


1. The total actual revenue for the year 1891-2 was 1,392,455/, 
as compared with 1,318,7692 for the preceding twelve months, 
thus showing a net increase of 73,6861. 


I 74180. Wet. 10230. 


Natat. 
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2. The following formed the principal sources of revenue :— 


Receipts for 
Heads of Revenue, SSS eee Increase: Decrease. 
1891-2. 1890-1. 
Railways - - - 665,386 660.167 S169 fe 
Customs : - - 301,180 278,915 27,265 oo 
Native Hut Tax - - 80,378 77,075 3,308 _ 
Land Sales - - - 46,499 44,216 2,283 = 
Mail Service - - - 48,465 41,838 7,127 _ 
Interest - - - 24,655 12,148 12,512 i 
Stamps - - - - 24,012 | 24,774 _ 763 
Fines and fees of court - 21,794 18,196 3,598 _ 
Wharf Dues - - - 21,983 19,941 2,042 on 
Port and Harbour Dues” - 16,433 18,824 2,609 - 
Telegraphs - - - 14,946 15,446 - 500 
Transfer Dues - - - 12,445 16,214 _ 3,769 
Dog Tax . - - 11,005 10,397 608 — 


Under three only of the foregoing heads has there been a falling 
off as compared with the previous year. 


3. The ordinary expenditure for the year was 1,280,965/. as 
compared with 1,393,896/. for 1890-1, a reduction of 112,9317. 


4. The largest items of expenditure were the following :— 


£ 
R ilway traffic payments - - - 489,253 
Interest on public debt - : - 294,192 
Establishments—salaries  - - - 161,037 


A saving of 130,525/ was effected in the working of the 
Railway Department as compared with the expenditure of the 
previcus year under this head. 


5. Expenditure under Loan Funds during the year was as 
follows’ :— 


£ 
Public works - - - - 168,130 
Harbour works - - - - 132,500 
Railway extension - ~ - 443,687 
Expenses connected with raising Loans 20 
Total - - - £744,337 


6. The Public Debt of the Colony on the 30th June, 1892, 
was 7,170,3541. Further borrowing to the extent of 890,000/. is 
authorised by Law 29, 1890; but as yet this balance of loan has 
not been placed in the market. 
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TRADE AND SHIPPING. 


Imports. 


7. The value of goods imported into Natal by sea during the 
year ended 30th June, 1892, was 3,690,734/. as against 3,620,809/. 
for the previous twelve months—an increase in round figures of 


70,0002. 


8. The chief articles imported were the following, the values 
being shown for two years :— 


Imports. : | 1891-2. | 1890-1. 
£ £ 

Agricultural implements - - - 21,948 20,865 
Ale and beer - - - - - 49,802 52,245 
Apparel and slops - - - 359,984 269,294 
Apothecary ware - - - - 136,639 70,520 
Bags, empty - - - - - 41,602 13,846 
Cabinet and upholstery ware - - - 61,906 56,410 
Coffee - : ; : - 101,894 104,187 
Cottons, manufactured - - . - 79,485 61,761 
Blankets and sheets =~ — - - 27,407 20,425 
Flour, meal, and bran - - - - 167,165 106,016 
Glass and glassware - - - : 26,796 24,463 
Haberdashery and millinery - - - 318,757 270,720 
Hosiery - - " - - 28,810 22,096 
Tron of all sorts - ~ - - 182,439 167,172 
Ironmongery - - * * 208,659 182,080 
Leather, manufactured - - - - 152,538 142,881 
Machinery - - - - - 126,492 87,189 
Oilman’s stores - - - - - 103,426 106,316 
Oils of all kinds - - - - 65,471 36,131 
Preserved provisions and fruits, &c. - - 72,281 _ 67,084 
Plate and jewellery - - - - 19,182 17,753 
fies 02 ‘ Z : 65,128 55,200 
Saddlery and harness - - - - 23,036 40,690 
Soap - : 4 . : e 27,987 22,767 
Spirits of all kinds - - - - 104,196 76,472 
Stationery * a - - 47,811 36,376 
Tea - - - - - - 11,359 15,865 
Turnery and fancy ware - - - 29,186 36,832 
Woollen manufactures - - - - 18,492 18,580 

» Blankets and Rugs’ - = - 77,920 92,933 
Wine in botile - - - - - 15,940 12,204 


Nee ee LESS 


65 


66 


Nata. 
1891-2. 


6 - COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 


The increased use of tea grown in Natal, and the establishment 
of a Natal brewery have caused a diminution in the Imports of tea, 
and ale and beer. 

9. The trade with the United Kingdom showed a slight falling 
off as compared with the preceding year, as appears from the 
following figures :— 


en 1891-2, 1890-1. 

£ £ 
Imports from United Kingdom - - | 2,836,218 2,885,571 
» »» the Colonies and India - - $91,931 290,009 
»  » Foreign Countries - - 462,585 445,229 
Total Imports * 3,690,734 3,620,809 


10. The Customs Revenue for the year, as already stated, was 
301,180. as against 273,915/, for 1890-1. 


Exports. 
11. The total value of Exports was as follows :— 


£ 
Exported by sea - - - - 1,184,118 1,218,413 
» overland in transit - - - 192,967 97,212” 
Total -} 1,377,085 1,315,625 


* No record of values of goods in transit was kept prior to 1st January, 1891. 


12. The following is a comparison for 1891-2 and 1890-1 of 
the values of the principal articles exported by sea :— 
enn ne 


Articles. 1891-2. 1890-1, 

£ £ 
Wool - - - - - - 612,604 735,067 
Raw gold - - - ° - 218,683 173,283 
= 67,402 14,057 


Sugar, unrefined + < 
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NATAL 
Articles. 1891-2. 1890-1. ce des 
£ £ 
Coal - - : . 2 . 49,275 21,599 
Hides, ox and cow - - - - 40,629 47,456 
Skins, calf, sheep, and goat - - - 27,152 13,372 
Hair Angora - - - - - 15,279 18,158 
Horns, ox or cow - “ - - 2,630 2,103 
Maize - - - “ - - 14,501 9,908 
Bark (wattle) - 8 - - - 9,243 5,588 
Ores—Lead - : : : ~| 8995 1,627 
Quartz - - - . - 5,216 1,574 
Silver - - - - 2 3,099 7,541 
Iror : . = . - 1,305 — 
Spirits, rum =~ - « - : 4,867 3,927 
Flour, meal, bran - - . - 2,401 4,051 
Fruit, fresh + - - - - 2,175 1,210 
Tea = - - - - . 1,932 419 


Sn a a ee RE Te Gated VO ORALLY F.2 tS ROL d 
The falling off in the value of wool exported is accounted for to 
some extent by the fact that farmers have been storing their wool 
in preference to selling at the low rates which have ruled of Jate; 
there has evidently also been some diversion of wool to other 
ports. - The increase in the exports of coal, bark, tea, and fresh 
fruit are indicative of the progress of comparatively new 
industries. ; 

13. The increase of goods exported to Inland States in transit 
is marked. By the term “in transit” is meant that certain classes 
of goods are allowed to be imported and sent beyond the borders 
of the colony under bond, a low rate of Customs duty being 
charged in lieu of the rate under the ordinary tariff of the Colony. 
The transit trade forms, of course, a portion only of the commerce 
with the adjacent territories, The transit trade for 1891-2 was 


apportioned as follows :— 2 
South African Republic “ - - 172,071 
Orange Free State - - - - 14,250 
Griqualand East’ - - - - 2,114 
Pondoland - - - - - 4,488 
Swaziland - ~ - - - 44 

£192,967 
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SHIPPING. 
_ 14. The following is a summary of the shipping that entered 
inwards at Port Natal during 1891-2 as compared with the 
twelve months immediately preceding :— 


Sailing ships. Steam ships. Total. 
Year. ee ee 
No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. 
1891-2 - - 135 55,452 408 509,972 543 565,424 
1890-1 - - 187 48,134 357 450,176 494 498,310 
Increase - - — 7,818 51 59,796 49 67,114 
Decrease - - 2 _ — — —_ — 


—— 


RaILWAYys AND PusLic Works. 
Railways. 


15. The number of miles of railway open in Natal for traffic on 
the 30th June, 1892, was 3754. The opening of Laings Nek 
Tunnel on the 14th October, 1891, completed the final section 
of the main line from the port to the border of the South African 
Republic at Charlestown. The railway line from Ladysmith to 
the border of the Orange Free State at Van Reenen’s Pass, a 
length of 36 miles, was opened for passenger traffic on the 19th 
November, 1891, and the extension (234 miles) of the line to 
Harrismith in the Orange Free State, carried out by the Natal 
Government under a Convention with the Government of that 
State, was completed by the end of June, 1892, the opening of 
the section for general traffic taking place on the 13th of July. 
The survey of a line from Harrismith to a point of junction on the 
Orange Free State line between the Sand and Valsch Rivers was 
completed during the year. 


Public Works. 


16. The most important undertakings completed during the 
year by the Public Works Department includes two lighthouses 
for the Aliwal Shoal, a bridge over the Umzimkula at Hancock’s 
Drift, a bridge over the Umgeni at McArthur’s Drift, and works 
for water supply at Charlestown. Extensive additions to the 
Durban hospital were also in progress. 


Harbour Works. 


17. The ‘south breakwater has reached a total length of 
2,585 feet and the north pier a length of about 3,700 feet ; the 
breakwater overlaps the nurth pier by about 900 feet, and extension 
of both these works was suspended during the year, it being 
desirable that before proceeding with further extensions the effect 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 9 


of the piers as they now stand should be carefully watched. 
Dredging operations have been carried on by five dredgers of 
both the bucket and the suction type, and much improvement has 
been effected as regards navigation. : 


18, The wharfage at the port now reaches a total length of 
2,640 feet, and facility for future wharf extension is afforded by 
the considerable area of land reclaimed, A wharf shed of 400 feet 
in length by 100 feet in breadth has recently been added to the 
former shed accommodation. The electric lighting of the port 
has been found of much convenience, and some increase of that 
lighting is contemplated, 


19. The average depth of water on the Bar at low water of 
ordinary spring tides for the last ten years was as follows :— 


Year. ft, in. 
1882 - - - 6 1 
1883 - - - 6 13 
1884 - - - ee 
1885 : - - 8 4 
1886 - - - 8 33 
1887 - - - 10 7 
1888 - . : 1l 63 
1889 - - - 11 42 
1890 - ~ - 10 1 
1891 - - - 710 9 
1892 (lst six months only) 13 8 


This improvement of depth bears witness to the value of the 
works carried out for the improvement of the entrance to the 
harbour. Large vessels are now able to come inside, as will be 
seen from the following return of the largest vessels which have 
recently crossed the Bar inward at Port Natal :— 


~ 


: Draught on 
Year. Ship. Gross Tonnage, Length. entering, 
ft, in, ft. in. 
1890 - - | Congella - . . 1,585 255 0 16 3 
A . - | Clan Forbes - ° - 2,441 824 5 14 10 
~ . - | Clan Cameron . ° 2,433 824 5 14 5} 
1891 - -| Clan Macdonald ‘+ . 2,642 335 5 16 0 
re ° - | Serica - . - 2,652 821 5 16 10 
. - | Tasso « - . . 2,994 820 8 14 6 
fee: - | Ifafa - . . . 1,751 270 2 17 (05 
Be 
x - - | Umono . - : 2,031 281 5 18 0 
1892 (first six | Dunrobin Castle - - 2,783 342 8 17 8 
months) = 4 ; 
Lucina . . 2,610 297 0 1929 
Strathesk - - - 2,271 290 9 19 4 


I 74180. 


Narat. 
1891-2. 


69 


70 


10 COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 


MIngEs. 


20. Of the mineral products of the Colony, coal must be 
regarded as the mostimportant. The coal fieids are connected 
by railway with the port, and comprise seams of good thickness 
extending over a large area, the quality of the coal comparing 
favourably with the best imported English and Welsh coals. 
During the 12 months under report 120,000 tons were raised, 
one half of which was exported. The market for Natal coal 
is rapidly increasing, and with the view of meeting the increased 
demand several new collieries are commencing work. Natal’s 
coal industry is a valuable one, and bids fair to prove a leading 
factor in the future welfare of the Colony. 

21. Gold is atill being mined in the Umsinga and Umzinto 
Districts in small but appreciabie quantity. Further capital is, 
however, needed for the proper development and working of 
the gold deposits in these localities. 

22. The value of the iron ore so abundantly found in the 
upper districts of the Colony has been proved, and is begin- 
ning to attract attention. ‘There is some reason to believe that 
before long, iron and steel works will be established in the 
Newcastle Division, in proximity to the railway and the coal 
mines. 


AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRIES. 


23. The year under report has been a fairly prosperous one 
for stock farmers, and good prices have been generally realized. 
Sheep farming is increasing, but the abnormally low price of 
wool has had a depressing effect. According to the returns 
the yield of sugar for the year.was very good, and a large 
increase upon that for the preceding year. A large propor- 
tion of the sugar manufactured is consumed in the Colony or 
sent across the inland borders. In addition to this, the export 
by sea for 1891-2 was 111,705 cwts. as against 21,962 ewts. 
for 1890-1; 251,940 proof gallons of rum were distilled as 
compared with 153,360 gallons in 1890-1. Tea continues to 
be largely grown in the coast districts, chiefly in Victoria county 
and the Lower Umzimkulu Division. The area under cultiva- 
tion may be put down at about 2,200 acres. The crop for 
the past season was about 350,000 lbs., and that for the 
ensuing season is expected to reach 500,000 Ibs, The quantity 
of tea exported by sea during the year was 43,633 lbs. Coffee 
cultivation is successfully carried on in the coast districts, 
though not to a large extent. Coffee does not figure conspicu- 
ously among the Colony’s exports, the local demand being greater 
than the supply. The planting of trees is extending, and atten- 
tion is being more particularly given to the cultivation of the 
acacia mollissima, the bark of which is a valuable tanning product. 

24. Concurrently with the progress of the Colony in other 
directions may be noticed the advances which have been made 
in the promotion of certain industries which have for their 
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object the turning to account of some of the chief natural 
products of the country. Manufactories for the production of 
leather and of woollen materials have been established, and are 
working with success. Other manufactures, such as those of 
lime, cement, and hemp deserve some notice. 


IMMIGRATION. 


25. The number of Indian immigrants brought into Natal 
during the year was 3,183; these Indians compare very favourably 
in physique and general health with those introduced in previous 
years. During the same period 774 Indians returned to India, 
taking with them savings in cash and jewellery amounting to 
13,3877. 

26.°The work of the European Immigration Department has 
been confined to the introduction of nominated immigrants by 
assisted passages, the number so introduced during the year being 
581 souls, and to the general supervision of existing agricultural 
settlements which continue to prosper fairly well. Further work 
is being deferred pending the report of a Commission appointed 
by the Governor to consider the whole question of Kuropean 
immigration. 


POPULATION. 


27. The statistics given below are from the census, taken 
on the 5th April, 1891, except in the case of the native popula- 
tion which is from an approximate return, prenared at the time 
of the census, and based upon the total number of huts in the 
Colony after an enumeration of the inmates of a certain number 
of huts in each division :— 


— | Males. | Females. Total. 
Persons of all nationalities exclusive of | 
Indians and Natives - - - 25,787 | 21,001 46,788 
Indians not under indenture - - 18,340 | 12,053 30,393 
| 
{ 
Indians under indenture - - T0464} 3,403 10,749 
Natives - - - -} 216,589 | 239,394 455,983 
' 
Total - - | 268,062 275,851 543,913 


The figures given in the Blue Book show a small increase in the 
total pepulation (about 12,000), the returns having been prepared 
to the 30th June last. 

(Signed) C. Brrp, 
Assistant Colonial Secretary. 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Natal, 
October 10, 1892. ~ 
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COLONIAL REPORTS. 


The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Coloniti Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 

No | Colony. Year. 
a | Lagos - - - - * . 1889 
32 | Lagos - - 7a: . “ * 1890 
338 | Ceylon” - - - - - a i. 
34 | Newfoundland : - - x ~ se 
BS | Jamaica - - - - - - | 1889-91 
36 | Victoria “- » - - - - | 1890 
37 | British New Guinea - - - - | 1890-91 
38 | Sc. Vincent - - - - - 1891 
39 | Bermuda - - - - - | ‘a 
40 | Seychelles and Rodrigues - - - - |1889 and 

| 1890 
+1 Gambia - - - - - -| 1891 
42 | Barbados - - - - - - 3 
43 | Turks Islands - - - - : = 
44 | Bahamas - - - - - - is 
45 Fiji - - - - - - | 1890 
46 | Seychelles - - - - - -| 1891 
47 | British Bechuanaland - . : - | 1890-92 
48 | Malta - - - - - - | 1890 and 

1891 
49 | Gibraltar - - - - - -| 1891 
50 | Falkland Islands - - - - - *% 
51 | Leeward Islands - - - - ¥ 
52 | Grenada - - - . - - % 
53 | St. Lucia - - - - - - ™ 
54 | Labuan - . - - - - a 
55 | British Guiana - - - - - os 
56 | Zululand - - - - - 45 
57 | Mauritius - - - - - - * 
58 | Lagos - - - - - at Pe 
59 | Straits Settlements - - - - - a 
o0 | Ceylon - - ~ - - - + 
61 | Natal - ~ - - - - | 1891-92 
62 Basutoland - - - - - * 
63 | St. Helena - = - - - | 189] 
64 | Sierra Leone - - - - - + 
65 | Jamaica - - - > - - | 1891-92 
66 | ‘Lrinidad and Tobag - - - -| 189] 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. | Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Ccast - - | Economic Agriculture. 


g Zululand - - - | Forests. 
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No. 67. 
NEWFOUNDLAND. 


(For Report for 1890 see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 34.) 


Sir TerENcE O’Brien to the MARQUESS OF RIPON. 


Government House, St. John’s, 

My Lorp Marquess, December 26, 1892. 

In forwarding for your Lordship’s information the Blue 
Book returns for 1891, as well as the Colonial Secretary’s Report 
thereon, I find there is little calling for special remarks by me 
beyond that, while I fully agree with Mr. Bondas to the detrimental 
effect on our trade of the markets of the United States being 
closed to us, through the action of Canada, I do not consider the 
falling off of the Lobster Fishery to be so much due to the action 
of the Treaties with France, though of course it had its influence, 
as to over-fishing, as I have been assured by some of our naval 
officers that, whereas three years ago on the treaty shore from two 
to three of these creatures sufficed to fill a tin, it now takes five or 
six or even more to do so, thus rendering the efforts of our Fishery 
Commission in artificial propagation of this crustacea a matter of 
paramount importance to this Colony. 

I much regret that among our losses through the fire in St. 
John’s of July last, so much of the information for the census, 
then in an advanced state of preparation, should have been lost, a 
fact which, as I have already had occasion to report to “you, my 
Lord, will, I fear, necessarily considerably delay the submission 
of these statistics to the Colonial Office. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) T. O'BRIEN, Lieut.-Colonel, 
The Most Hon. Governo 
The Marquess of Ripon, K.G., 
&e. &e. Ke. 


May IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 
I nave the honour to forward you herewith the Blue 
Book of this Colony for the year 1891, for transmission to Her 
Majesty’s Imperial Government. 
I 74970. Wt. 10230. 


Nzawrovunp: 
LAND. 
1891. 


75 


76 


NEwFounpD- 
LAND. 
1891. 


4 COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 


In connexion therewith, I have the honour to acquaint you 
with regard to— 


THe GENERAL CONDITION OF THE COLONY, 


that during the year under consideration the circumstances of 
our people were most prosperous. The exports from the Colony 
touched the highest point reached since 1881, and exceeded those 
of 1890 by overa million and a quarter of dollars. The imports 
were also in excess. $500,000 more was expended in 1891 than 
in 1890 in purchasing those articles of foreign production required 
by our population. 

The increase above referred to in the value of exports is greatest 
in the following articles :— 


Quintals. 
Dry Codfish, 1890 - - - 1,040,916 
aioe ig 4 ROE 2 - - 1,244,834 
Increase . - - 203,918 

$ 
Value, 1890 . = : - 3,886,898 
+3 Psp! 3 : : - 4,864,525 
Increase - . ~ 977,627 


and in seal skins and seal oil, the result of the seal fishery being 
in 1890 valued at $556,426, and in 1891 at $780,807, an increase 
of $224,381. Theabove figures include imports direct to and 
exports from the Labrador. 

It will be observed, in connexion with the exports of the 
Colony for 1891, that with the exception of the two articles 
above mentioned, and the product of our mines, which is dealt with 
below, the quantity of all the other articles of commerce exported 
from the Colony in 1891, falls below that of the same articles 
exported in 1890. In that year copper (green, regulus, and ingots), 
iron pyrites and antimony ore was exported to the value of $300,300. 
In 1891 the export of the same articles realized $626,000. 
Copper shows an increased production valued at $339,058, while 
antimony and iron pyrites on the other hand evidence a 
reduction, the one of $200 and the other of $14,415. $1,250 
worth of selenite was exported in 1891. The output of our mines 
being thus more than double that of 1890. 

Deposits in the Savings Bank in 1891 were greater than in 
1890, the excess amounting to the sum of $168,607.34. Imay 
mention that the increase of 1890 over 1889 was $107,303.38. 

I have again much pleasure in calling attention to the entire 
absence of expenditure under the head of able-bodied pauper 
relief, The remunerative result of our industries, ze, fishing, 
mining, lumbering, together with the employment given on 
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railway construction has no doubt brought about this desirable state 
of affairs, At no former period has the Colony exhibited a more 
prosperous condition. 


FINANCE. 


The Revenue of the Colony for 1891 was $820,205.80, exclusive 
of loans, an increase of $365,669.42, which is accounted for, 
roughly, as follows, Customs increase, 1891, $82,349, Interest 
on debt due by Municipal Council (an amount which was the 
result. of several years non-payment of the yearly interest due) 
$68,556. Purchase by the contractors of the work done and 
materials owned by the Government on Hall’s Bay Railway prior 
to effecting the contract, $196,856. Profit on issue of new coin, 
$9,113. Insurance on Poor Asylum, paid into Treasury as a 
repayment, $8,000. 

In 1890 tbe gross Customs receipts amounted to $1,342,100, in 
1891 they reached $1,424,449. 


Public Debt. 


By way of loan to the Colony on account of St. John’s Municipal 
Council, the sum of $143,135.06 was received, the residue of the 
loan under Act 54 Vict.c. 7, viz., $9,934.48 was applied to the 
payment of Board of Works overdrafts which had been lying over 
from 1889. This loan, which amounted in all to $153,069.54, was 
raised entirely in the Colony at 4 per cent. In speaking of addition 
to the capital account of the Colony, it will be necessary to note that 
under the contract for the construction of the Hall’s Bay Railway 
payment is made to the contractors for each section of five miles 
completed, in Bonds of the Colony, bearing interest at 33 per cent. 
In 1891 railway construction cost $1,014,000 and this, with the 
above-mentioned loan of $153,069.54, together with $18,096.34 
on account of Rebuilding Acts, making in all the sum of 
$1,185,165.88, has been added to the funded Public Debt of the 
Colony which, standing at the close of 1890 at $4,138,627 amounted 
on the 3lst December 1891 to $5,223,363.71, the sum of 
$100,429.66, accumulated profits at the Savings Bank for the last 
five years, and which the Act provides shall be applied to the 
reduction of the Public Debt, having been applied to the purpose 
specified. 

To this funded debt must be added the following floating debt, 
ze. balance due by the Colony on current account 1891, 
$212,667.83. Temporary loan due London Westminster Bank, 
$664,800, making the total indebtedness of the Colony cn the 31st 
December 1891 equal to $6,100,831.54. It is only fair, however, 
to deduct from this the amount due by the St. Jobn’s Municipal 
Council, ze, $850,984.54, which is guaranteed by the Newfound- 
land Government. The net debt would thus be $5,249,847, or 
about 26 dollars per head of our population. To represent this 
indebtedness there are 92 miles of railway completed and in 
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Newyounp- operation, 907 miles of telegraph, more than 600 miles of main 


LAND 
1891, 


seme 


roads, 39 lighthouses, and five fog alarms, besides the public 
buildings. 

The expenditure for 1891 was $1,831,432.43 including pay- 
ments on account of the loan of $153,069.54 which was applied 
to the services indicated by the Act. The more important heads 
of expenditure being Customs $76,800, Education (Vote) 
$140,000, Protection Fisheries $54,780, Lighthouse maintenance 
$43,830, interest on Public Debt $235,950, Judicial and Police 
$127,460, relief of poor $217,867, postal $64,133, railway 
subsidy $50,644, roads, &c. $122,834, steam communication 
$138,835. 


TRADE, 


In the early part of the year a remarkably good seal fishery 
inaugurated a most successful season’s trade. Business, which 
last year showed the first movements of a favourable reaction, 
received an impetus from the exceptionally good results of this 
fishery. A Labrador catch surpassing in quantity anything 
experienced for the last 20 or 25 years, and a general prosperity 
in other industries, kept up and further increased the activity in 
trade and commerce. 

Produce to the amount of $7,437,158 was exported from the 
Colony in 1891 as against $6,099,686 in 1890, an increase of 
$1,337,472. Partial details of these have already been given and 
they will be more fully enlarged upon under the heads of fisheries 
and mining, &c. Of importations it is to be said that, though like 
the exportations, they have increased, yet the increase has not 
been so great. In 1890 the figures were $6,368,855, in 1891 
$6,869,458, an increase of $500,603. 

In 1891 we imported from Great Britain $2,341,706 worth of 
goods and exported thereto $1,966,581 worth of produce, an in- 
erease over 1890 of $167,182 and $452,450 respectively. 

British Colonies—Imports therefrom, 1891, $2,830,441, exports 
thereto $1,428,558, an increase of $44,904 of the one and $180,872 
of the other. Foreign countries—Imports therefrom, 1891, 
$1,697,311, exports thereto, 1891, $4,042,019, an increase of 
$288,577 and $704,150 respectively. With regard to details 
of imports, an increase will be noted in connexion with the 
following : flour (49,697 barrels), dried fruit (188,845 lbs.), 
kerosine oil (47,306 gals.), tea (19,867 lbs.), sugars (6,833 cwt.), 
o bacco (106,007 Ibs.). 


SHIPPING. 


1 am unfortunately unable to supply your Excellency with 
any information as to the movements of shipping in the Colony 
for the year 1891, all record books, MS. and printed, having 
been destroyed in the great fire of July 8th. A statement waa, 
however, I think, furnished to the Board of Trade for inclusion in 
the Abstract. This was compiled before the fire and whilst the 
shipping accounts were in process of being printed. 
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In 1890 the total number of ships, &c. registered in the Colony Na 


was 2,207, measuring 98,619 tons. In 1891 the figures were 
respectively 2,222 and 94,583, an increase in number, but a 
decrease in tonnage. 


LEGISLATION, 


Special attention may be called to some of the more imporiant 
Acts passed during the Session of 1891. 

The Postal Service Act, while enacting certain new legislation 
relative to the Postal Service, consolidates ull former Acts pissed 
with regurd to this Department, Generally speaking it may be 
said that the Act assimilates the csnduct of the Post Oilice Depart- 
ment of Newfoundland to that of Great Britain and of Canada. 


Municipal Act, 


St. John’s Municipal Act makes the term of the Council’s 
bffice three years instead of two, enlarges the franchise, gives plenary 
powers to the Council respecting matters affecting health and 
safety of inhabitants aud construction and alteration of streets, 
side-walks, markets, &c. also to impose certain taxes, 

Railway Purchase Act authorises the raising of a loan to pur- 
chase the Newfoundland Railway. 


Newfoundland French Treaties Act, 


This Act, after reciting the various treaties and the Modus 
Vivendi affecting the fisheries, declares that any Act done by Her 
Majesty’s Olficers im carrying out Her Mayjesty’s orders for 
giving effect to treaty rights or to the Modus Vivendi, shall be 
lawful, and that parties refusing to obey lawful orders from Her 
Majesty’s Olficers, shall be liable to a fine of $200. 

Acts were also passed having reference to masters and ser- 
vants, shipping, registration of births, &c,, education, game, &c. 
These and the Acts more particularly referred to above will be 
more fully reported upon by H.M. Attorney General when sub- 
mitting the printed copies. 


EDUCATION, 


Under this head I have very little to report beyond the increased 
Legislative Grant of $20,000 to be applied as a bonus to teachers 
according to their grade; this grant, it is purposed, shall be con- 
tinued yearly and it will doubtless prove of great help 1o a 
slenderly paid but exceedingly efficient body. As compared with 
1890 there was an increase in the number of schools open and also 
in the attendance. In 1890 there were 545 schools open with an 
attendance of 31,822. In 189] the figures were 552 and 33,094 
respectively. The total expenditure under Legislative Grant was, 
in 1890, $134,276, and the amount actually expended, including, 
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in addition to the above grant, fees and voluntary contributions, 
was $145,889. 


FISHERIES. 


With regard to this, the first and by far the most important of 
our industries, | am able to announce a most successful issue of last 
year’s labours. The catch of Labrador, while not quite equal to 
that of last year, was, nevertheless, much above the average. 
The result of the shore voyage surpassed that of 1890. Untfor- 
tunately there was a serious falling off in the bank fishery, a 
failure only in part compensated for by an improved cure and a 
consequent increase in value. An important factor, affecting as 
it docs the price realized by our staple product, is the proper 
cure thereof, and in this particular I am able to state that within 
the last two years a marked improvement has taken place. In 
1891 the same good cure generally obtained. I regret to say, 
however, that much remains to be done in this respect if we desire 
ta compete successfully with the clean and carefully prepared fish 
placed upon foreign markets by our Norwegian and French 
competitors. As to prices realized, 1 am unable to report satis- 
factorily. A variety of causes operated to keep these at an 
unusually low level. In the Brazil markets we were met by the 
unsettled state of the country and a consequent depreciation in 
the exchange. The same may be said of Portugal. In Spain the 
large stocks of French and Norwegian fish placed upon the market 
operated against the realization of quick sales, while the opening 
of the Italian market to a French-caught and bounty-fed article 
materially reduced our prospects of securing profitable prices. 
With regard to quantities it will be observed that the quantity of 
dry codfish exported in 1890 amounted to 1,040,916 quintals, 
valued at $3,866,898, as against 1,244,834 quintals in 1891, valued 
at $4,864,525 an increase of 203,918 quintals, valued at $977,627. 
Tn connexion with this we note that though the production of 
1891 was larger than that of 1890 the total value was nevertheless 
not in proportion to this increase, codfish realizing an average 
price of $4.30 per quintal in 1890 while in 1891 the average was 
only $3'97. 

A short catch of lobsters was experienced, due primarily to 
complications on the Treaties Shore, which have to a great extent 
interfered with the fuller prosecution of this fishery on that portion 
of the Newfoundland coast where the French have assumed 
certain rights. Yet another reason may be given—the rules and 
regulations of the Fisheries Commission (legalized by the legislature) 
by establishing a close season, have doubtless considerably interfered 
with this industry ; this will, however, be but temporary, and will 
eventually lead to the conservation of a fishery which would, ina 
short time, had no such protection been afforded, been entirely 
ruined from over-fishing. 

The seal fishery for 1891 was unusually successful, the catch 
being 864,981 seals, yielding 4,478 tons of oil, as against 335,685. 
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seals and 3,734 tons of oil in 1890. An increase in the price of Newvoonn- 


oil, and an enhanced value for the skins, further contributed to the, 
success of-this industry, the total value of which realised in 1890 
$556,426, and in 1891 £780,807, an increase of $224,381. 

With regard to the minor fisheries, I may state, generally, that 
the catch of salmon was slightly below the average, and that of 
herring, if we except those taken for freezing purposes, almost a 
blank. 

I have referred to the fishery prosecution in Fortune and 
Placentia Bays, for exportation of herring to the United States in 
a frozen condition, as being an exception to the general rule as 
regards the failure of this fishery in 1891. I may state, however, 
that while not a failure to that extent noticeable in the Labrador 
and shore catch, its results cannot be looked upon as altogether 
satisfactory. This was mainly due, not so much to a shortage 
in the take, as to the exceptionally mild weather experienced during 
the few months the fishery lasts, and to this must be added the ill 
effects caused by the differential tax levied againt Newfoundland— 
caught herrings in the markets of the United States, and which 
‘it was hoped would have been removed by the ratification, by 
Her Majesty’s Government, of the Convention of 1890. 


SHIPBUILDING. 


Asin 1890, so in 1891, the mildness of the winter operated 
most injuriously to the industry of shipbuilding, and I haye to 
record an unusually small number of ships constructed. In 1889 
100 ships, with a tonnage of 44,080 tons, were built ; in 1890, 48, 
with a tonnage of 1,896 tons, while in 1891 the numbers were 51 
and 1,609 respectively. 


LUMBERING. 


It affords me much satisfaction to record the continual prosperity 
of this industry. In 1891 1,431 M. feet, of the very best quality 
of lumber, chiefly deals, was exported to Great Britain, as against 
1,399 M. feet in 1890. Further than this, the quantity of lumber 
imported into this Colony was 1,317 M. less than the quantity 
imported in 1890. ‘This clearly shows that as far as her own 
demand is concerned Newfoundland lumber is rapidly taking the 
place of the imported article, while every year a large increase 
in the quantity exported goes to show that at no distant date 
Newfoundland will take high rank as a lumber-producing country, 
The prices realized for lumber in 1890 and 1891 were respectively 
$15 and $20 per M. 


MANUFACTURES. 


With regard to manufactures, a considerable advance will be cb- 
served in that of boneless codfish, the value of this article exported 
I 74970. 
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from the Colony being $20,000 in 1891 as against $6,000 in 1890. 
Within the last two years an excellent glue kas been manufac- 
tured from codfish skins and has found a ready sale both in the 
Colony and Dominion of Canada. It possesses the qualities of 
being easily soluble and exceedingly adhesive and is considered 
quite equal, if not superior for many purposes, to the ordinary glue 
of commerce. 

With regard to the longer established manufactories of leather- 
ware, cordage, nets, tobacco, soap, ships’ biscuits, &c., it may safely 
be said that each year shows an increase in the quantity and value 
of their output. 


AGRICULTURE. 


Owing to the expenditure in bonuses of the whole amount of 
the loans authorised by the Legislature for the encouragement of 
agriculture, a considerable falling off will be noted in connexion with 
the grants of land and more especially in those granted for agri- 
cultural purposes, the bulk of the grants issued for 1891 being 
for timber and mining concessions. If, however, we turn to the 
figures given in the census for 1891 we will find a most extra- 
ordinary development of agriculture during the last seven years. 
According to the census of 1884 the estimated acreage of culti- 
vated land in the Colony was set down as 47,000 acres ; in 1891 
it was 64,500. The following figures will show more clearly 
than words can explain the progress made during the last seven 


years :-— 
a 


ae 1890. 1891. 


ee ee  coUAMENEEE aummaeuainieaid RAT 


Oats - - : - - 5,393 Bush. 12,900 Bush. 
Hay - - - - - 28,312 Tons. 36,032 Tons. 
Potatoes . - - | 802,649 Brls. 481,024 Brls. 
Turnips ‘ Q ' =| “843000: ~ 5; 60,235, 
Other root crops - - - 21,144 ,, 86,400 _,, 


ae Ng a 1S cee ERI SRR ef 0 I Be 
and with regard to live stock— 


— 1890. 1891. 


Horses - - - - - 5,534 6,138 
Horned Cattle - - - - 19,884 23,822 
Sheep - - - - - 40,326 60,840 


Goats - - « - - 7,934 8,715 
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Ten years ago Newfoundland was dependent for more than 
half of its vegetable supply upon the neighbouring provinces ; at 
this date, if we except oats and dried pease, the Colony is self- 
sustaining, ; ¥ 

With regard to animal food, it is still necessary to import live 
cattle. 

The policy of the present Government has been to develop and 
open up to capital and labour, by means of railway extension, the 
rich lands of the interior. They had hoped to have been able to 
carry out a Settlement Scheme in connexion with the railway, 
and an application for a guarantee of loan was made to Her 
Majesty’s Government for that purpose. 

The matter remains in abeyance, but it is anxiously desired 
that such a guarantee will be forthcoming. Unless a Settlement 
Scheme is enterprised in connexion with railway extension it is 
difficult to conceive how the latter will be made remunerative, or 
to pay the interest on the capital invested. 

The country possesses rich agricultural lands, the climate 
favours the development of agriculture, and the large market at 
home, as well as proximity to the markets of Europe, should be a 
sufficient inducement to practical farmers to engage in this 
industry. Before much greater advance is made in this direction 
provision will have to be made to aid settlers in removing to the 
localities best suited for agriculture, and to construct waggon 
roads through the new settlements. 


CENSUS. 


The Imperial Government having asked that the time appointed 
for the taking of the Census in this Colony should coincide with 
that upon which it was taken in other parts of the Empire, the 
Colonial Government, in 1891, carried this request into effect. 
Unfortunately the fire of 8th July destroyed the almost completed 
printed copy of its results, together with some of the manu- 
script; under these circumstances it will be impossible to issue a 
tabulated statement until early in the ensuing year. As the 
report which will accompany the issue will deal fully with the 
subject, it will be only necessary at this time to state, generally, that 
the population of the Colony has not during the last seven years 
shown a material increase. In 1891 it amounted to 202,040 an 
addition of only 4,705, or 2°38 per cent. to that of 1884. [nter- 
ing somewhat more into details, we find that the total for 1891 
(including Labrador) was made up as follows: males, 100,375; 
females, 97,559. This does not include Labrador from where 
these returns could not be obtained. Persons employed in min- 
ing, 1,258; factories, 3,740; agriculture (solely), 1,547, but a 
jarge number of fishermen devote portion of their time to farming ; 
manufactories, 1,209; other occupations (servant girls, porters, 
&e.), 13,542; fisheries, 54,755. The number of births were, in 
1891, 6,7)6; marriages, 916; and deaths, 4,478. The birth rate 
was 33 per 1,000, the death rate was 22 per 1,000. The highest 
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ieee birth-rate was in the district of Trinity, equal to 40 per 1,000; the 
tani: lowest, in the district of Ferryland, 25 per 1,000. 
nae The highest death rate was in the districts of Trinity, 
Twillingate, Burin, z.e., 30 per 1,000 ; the lowest in Fortune Bay, 
8 per 1,000. 
As regards religious denominations, the population is classified 


as follows :— 
Church of England - 69,824, increase of 1°19 per cent. 
Roman Catholic - 72,696, decrease ,, 3°40 = 
Methodist - - 53,276, increase ,, 9°24 3 
Presbyterian - - 1,449, decrease ,, 3°08 x 
Congregational - 782 increase ,, 1°82 ie 
Salvation Army - 2,092. 


Other denominations - 1,921, decrease ,, 6°33 a3 


RAILWAYS. 


During 1891, the construction of the Hall’s Bay Railway was 
pushed forward as rapidly as the short season available would per- 
mit; 65 miles of track was laid, and right of way cut and road bed 
graded for 15 or 20 miles more. This line is being constructed under 
contract with a Canadian firm, it is narrow gauge (3ft. 6in.) and 
costs $15,600 per mile, payment being made in the Colony’s bonds, 
bearing interest at 34 per cent, 


MInina. 


Mining statistics for the year show an increase in value of 
double that of the previous year. The shipments of copper and 
other ores in 1890 were ; ingots 609 tons; regulus 1,236 tons; 
green 400 tons, valued at $226,792. Antimony valued at $1,200; 
iron pyrites 16,700 tons, valued at $72,315. 

In 1891, ingots, 1,139 tons; regulus, 3,626 tons; green, 7,060 
tons, valued at $565,850 ; antimony valued at $1,250; iron 
pyrites, 19,150 tons, valued at $57,900; selenite, 250 tons, valued 
at $1,200. 

Asbestos properties inland from the West Coast have been 
worked by local and foreign capital. No shipments of that 
mineral were made during the year but the reports from the 
several mines are most encouraging, 

The Geological Survey for the year revealed the existence of 
valuable deposits of coals and other minerals in the vicinity of 
Grand Lake. <A preliminary report by James P, Howley, Esgq., 
F.G.S., the superintendent of the Geological Survey, was placed in 
your Excellency’s hands, which stated that in a total horizontal 
distance of 684 feet there are no less than 35 outcrops of coal, 
ranging from 1 inch to 3 feet in thickness. That in con- 
nexion with the coal there were extensive clay iron deposits of 
good quality, that freestones, grindstones, and whetstones are 
abundant amongst the coal measures, and that a great number of 
fireclay beds occur within the section. 
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Marble was also met with near the upper end of the Gran 
Lake, and immense deposits discovered on the upper Humber not 
far from the shores of White Bay. 


In concluding his report upon this district, Mr. Howley says that, 
taking it altogether, its extent, and valuable character of its agricul- 
tural land, vast timber supply and abundance of other resources, 
he feels no hesitation in expressing the opinion that with a judi- 
cious system of opening up by means of roads and railroads 
and encouraging a proper class of emigrants to settle these lands, 
and with capital properly directedin the development of its 
mineral resources, this valley is quite capable of supporting a 
population equal to that of the entire Island at present, altogether 
irrespective of the fisheries. 


The following analyses of coal samples from Grand Lake by, 
W. H. Fitton, F.G.S., F\S.Sc., of Beeston, Leeds, England, may 
be of interest to your Excellency. Twelve samples of coal were 
taken as being most typical, and duplicate tests were made in 
order to ensure accuracy. The analyses of these coals show :— 


(No. 1.) 
Aldery Brook, Grand Lake. 
Moisture ~ - . - - TA4l 
Volatile matter - - - - 30°73 
Fixed carbon - - : - - 53°49 
Ash - - . : : - 771 
Sulphur - - - - » "66 
100:00 
Coke (in closed vessel) - - - 61°86 per cent. 
Colour of ash - - - - Light pink. 
(No. 2.) 
Aldery Brook, Grand Lake. 
Moisture - - = - - 15°78 
Volatile matter - - - - 30°30 
Fixed carbon - - - - - 45°29 
Ash - - - - - - 808 
Sulphur - - - - - 55 
100:00 
Coke (in closed vessel) - ~ - 53°92 per cent. 


Colour of ash - - - - Light grey. 


d NEWFOUND- 


LAND. 
1891. 


85 


86 


14 COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 
Nrwrounp- (No. 3.) 
LAND. 
ie Aldery Brook, Grand Lake. 

Moisture - - - - - 582 
Volatile matter ~ > - - 33°62 
Fixed carbon - - - ° - 55°28 
‘AGh ; : : ; - 449 
Sulphur - - - - - “79 

100:00 

Coke (in closed Masa? - ° - 60°56 per cent, 
Colour of ash - - - Brown. 
(No. 4.) 
Aldery Brook, Grand Lake. 

Moisture - ~ - ~ - 65°80 
Volatile matter - - - - 31°44 
Fixed carbon - - - ~ - 57°86 
Ash - ~ - - - - 408 
Sulphur - - - - - "82 

100°00 


62°76 per cent. 


Coke (in closed vessel) - = 


Colour of ash - - - - Light pink. 
(No. 5.) 
Coal Brook, Grand Lake. 

Moisture - - . - - 6:02 
Volatile matter ~ - - - 31°25 
Fixed carbon - - - - - 3403 
Ash - - - - - - 8°66 
Sulphur - = - - - 1:04 

100-00 


Coke (in closed vessel) 63°73 per cent. 
Colour of ash - - - - Light red. 
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(No. 6.) NEWFouND- 
LAND. 
Aldery Brook, Grand Lake. oa 
Moisture - - - - - 432 
Volatile matter - - - - 16:84 
Fixed carbon - “ - - - 72°66 
Ash - - - = vs - 5:33 
Sulphur - - - - - 85 
100°00 
Coke (in closed vessel) ~ ~ - 78°84 per cent. 
Colour of ash - - - - Light brown. 
(No. 7.) 
Coal Brook, Grand Lake. 
Moisture - = - ~ - 9°93 
Volatile matter - - - - 24:01 
Fixed carbon - - - - - 49°15 
Ash - ° - ~ * - 16°14 
Sulphur - - - ~ - wif 
100:00 
Coke (in closed vessel)  - ~ - 66:06 per cent. 
Colour of ash - - - - Grey. 
(No. 8.) 
Aldery Brook, Grand Lake. 
Moisture ~ - - - - 10°77 
Volatile matter - - - - 16°55 
Fixed carbon - - - ~ - 33°89 
Ash - ~ - - - - 37°86 
Sulphur ~ - - - - 93, 
100°00 
‘Coke (in closed reas) - - - 72°68 per cent. 


Colour of ash - - - Grey. 
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(No. 9.) 


Aldery Brook, Grand Lake. 


Moisture ~ 
Volatile matter 
Fixed carbon - 
Ash - é 
Sulphur ~ 


Coke (in closed vessel) 
Colour of ash : 


10°22 
24°39 
48°51 
15°72 
1°16 
100:00 


- 65°39 per cent. 
- - - Light pink, 


(No. 10.) 


Aldery Brook, Grand Lake. 


Moisture - 
Volatile matter 
Fixed carbon - 
Ash - - 
Sulphur - 


Coke (in closed vessel) 
Colour of ash - 


Moisture - 
Volatile matter 
Fixed carbon - 


Sulphur - 


13°71 
26°83 
51:06 
7°56 
84 


100:00 


- 69°56 per cent. 


- - - hight grey. 
(No. 11.) 
Aldery Brook, Grand Lake. 
- - - 12-11 
- - - - 1953 
a - - - 44°70 
- - - - 22°33 
- - - - 1:33 
100°00 
- > - 68:36 per cent. 


Coke (in closed vessel) 
Colour of ash - 


- - - Grey. 
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——— 


Little Brook, Grand Lake, 


Moisture - - “ - - 8-44 
Volatile matter - - - - 28°54 
Fixed carbon - ~ - ~ - 5007 
Ash - - = = ant - 11°53 
Suiphur - a - - - |e 
100-00 
Coke (in closed vessel) = - - - 63°92 per cent. 
Colour of ash - ~ - - Red. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) R. Bonn, 
Colonial Secretary. 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 


| 
No. Colony. | Year. 


1890 


99 


32 | Lagos > 
33 | Ceylon - 
34 Newfoundland 
35 Jamaica - 


| ” 
- | 1889-91 


36 | Victoria - - | 1890 
37 | British New Guinea - - | 1890-91 
38 | St. Vincent - - ” -| 1891 
39 | Bermuda - : - - . Fe 

40 | Seychelles and Rodrigues > - - - - |1889&’90 
41 | Gambia - - - - ~ -| 1891 
42 | Barbados - - - - . - | vs 

3 | Turks Islands - - - ~ ~| 

44 | Bahamas - - : - - in 

45 | Fiji - - - - - “I 1890 
46 | Seychelles - - - - - - | 1891 
47 | British Bechuanalan - - - - | 1890-93 
48 | Malta - : : . : - /1890&'91 
49 | Gibraltar - - - - - | 1891 
50 | Falkland Islands - - - - -| 

51 | Leeward Islands) - - - - - ‘ss 

52 | Grenada - - - - - - | % 

53 | St.Lucia - - : - « oa 

54 | Labuan - - - - - ae 

55 | British Guiana - - - - k eee 

55 | Zululand - - - - - Sale $5 

57 | Mauritius - - - > - ae 

58 | Lagos - - - - - ee 

59 | Straits Settlements - - - - See 

60 | Ceylon ° - ~ - ae eee 

61 | Natal - - - - - | 1891-92 
62 | Basutoland - - - - - | s 

63 | St. Helena - - - - - -' 1891 
64 | Sierra Leone - - - - ee eels oe 

65 | Jamaica - - - - : - | 1891-92 
66 | ‘Trinidad and Tobag - ~ - - | 1891 
67 | Newfoundland - - - ° ee 

| 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony. Subject. 

1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 

2 | Zululand - - | Forests, 


3 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany 
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No. 68. 
BRITISH NEW GUINEA. 


[fcr Report for 1890-91, see Colonial Report, [Annual], No. 37.] 


No. 1. 
Sir H. W. Norman to the MArqugss or Ripon. 


Government House, Brisbane, 
My Lorp MARQUESS, December 7, 1892. 

I HAveE the honour to transmit for your information, a 
printed copy of the Annual Report by the Administrator of British 
New Guinea for the year which ended on the 30th June 1892. I 
also enclose the copy of a letter from the Chief Secretary of 
Queensland, dated the 30th November 1892, in reply to my 
memorandum of the 25th idem, in which I forwarded this Report 
to him for information and for any remarks which he might desire 
to offer. 

2. I have pleasure in expressing my cordial concurrence in the 
opinion of Sir Samuel Griffith, that the work performed by the 
Administrator during the past year has not only been great in 
extent but that it will be of permanent value, and I need hardly 
repeat, what I have so often urged, that the duty of the Adminis- 
trator could not be efficiently performed if he had not a steam 
vessel at his disposal. 

3. I join with the Chief Secretary in the hope that when Sir 
William MacGregor vacates his laborious and difficult office, a 
worthy successor may be appointed, but I trust that circumstances 
will admit of Sir William MacGregor continuing to administer the 
Possession for some time to come. 

4. Notwithstanding the fact that all the Ordinances passed 
during the year have already been before your Lordship’s depart- 
ment and that all the reports of visits of inspection by the 
Administrator having been sent separately as soon as they were 
printed, the Report and its Appendices contain a large amount of 
most interesting information relating to British New Guinea 
which I am sure will be highly appreciated by your Lordship 

I have, &c. 
The Most Hon. (S'gned) H. W. Norman. 

The Secretary of State 

for the Colonies. 


I 75419, Wt. 10230. 
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BRITISH 
New GuINBA. F 
1891-92. Chief Secretary’s Office, Brisbane, 


cae SE November 30, 1892. 

I wave the honour to return herewith Sir William 
MacGregor’s Annual Report for the Year from 1st July 1891, to 
30th June 1892, which your Excellency was good enough to send 
me on the 25th instant for my perusal. 

I have read the Report with much interest, and venture to 
express the opinion that the work done by the Administrator 
during the twelve months covered by it is not only great in extent 
but of permanent value. 

It is, I think, impossible to read the several Despatches recording 
His Honour’s visits to the different parts of the Possession, with- 
out being impressed with the fact that the means of speedy and 
certain communication afforded by the ‘“ Merrie England” are 
essential to the effectual discharge of the functions of Government 
in such a territory. 

I desire again to repeat the hope expressed in my letter to your 
Excellency of the 2nd February last, that Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment will see their way to continue to share with the Guaranteeing 
Celonies the burden of the respensibility of the efficient 
government of British New Guinea. But whatever determina- 
tion may be come to, I trust that it will be announced sufficiently 
long before the 31st March next, when the present provisional 
arrangement terminates, to enable fresh arrangements to be entered 
into by the Guaranteeing Colonies for continuing the services of 
the Government steamer upon a fresh basis, if necessary, without 
any break, 

I hope that when Sir William MacGregor’s term of office 
expires—and he cannot be expected to continue indefinitel tha 
laborious duties which he has now discharged for some four years— 
his successor will be a n:an who will carry on the policy most 
successfully inaugurated by Sir William MacGregor, of governing 
the country in the interests of the native races, and who will also 
be fitted by constitutional energy, legislative and administrative 
ability, and a high sense of duty, for continuing a work which, in 
my previous letter already referred to, I ventured to describe as 
honourable alike to the officers more immediately entrusted with 
the duty of administration, to the Guaranteeing Colonies, and to 
the iimpire. 

(Signed) S. W. GRiFritu. 
His Excellency 
Sir Henry W. Norman, G.C.B., 
&e. &e, &c., 


Governor. 


Sec- 
tion. 
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AnnuaL Reporr 1891-92. 


INDEX. 


Subject. 


Preliminary. 


Annual Report made under Royal Instructions - - - 


Legislation. 


Progress of Legislation ; number of Ordinances passed = - 

Ordinance No. IV. of 1891 deals with Trespass by Animals, and 
Provides for Registration of Cattle Brands and of Animals. 

Ordinance No. V. of 1891 Appropriates 15,000. for Service of Year 
ending 30th June, 1892, &c. 

Ordinance No. VI. of 1891 Deals with Regulation of Sale of Intoxi- 
eating Liquors. 

Ordinance No. I. of 1892 sanctions Supplementary Charges on 
Account of Year ending 30th June, 1891. 

Ordinance No. II. of 1892 regulates Employment of Native 
Labourers. 

Ordinance No. III. of 1892 adopts ‘‘ Queensland L’ost and Telegraph 
Act, 1891.” 

Ordinance No. IV. of 1892 provides for Creation of Reserves for 
public purposes. 

Ordinance No. V. of 1892 amends “ The Native Children Custody 

and Reformation Ordinance of 1891.” 

Native Regulation concerning Adultery + 

Proclamations having force of Law: Importation of ‘Certain. ‘Animals 
from places other than Australian Colonies, Tasmania, and New 
Zealand prohibited. 


Administration of Justice. 


Order in Council providing for Appeal in Admiralty Cases - 

Courts competent to deal with Cases other than those affecting 
Natives; Native Magistrates’ Courts ; Table of Cases dealt with, 
and remarks thereon. 

Remarks upon certain Special Cases - - - e 

Remarks upon Administration of Justice generally - - - 


Administrative Visits of Inspection. 


Visit to D’Entrecasteaux and Kiriwina Groups = = 

Visit to Buhutu and Wari Tribes; Expedition to Mount Suckling: - 

Visit to Mekeo district ; advance upon Village of Inawa - 

Visit to Hostile Tribe of Eboa; Arrest of Native of Maiva ; Surprise 
of Village of Inawaia. 

Renewed visit to Mekeo District - - - es 

Visit of Inspection to Eastern Portion of Possession - 

Visit to Island of Sanaroa (Welle Island) and various other Islands 
in Eastern District. 


= = See 


Visit to Louisiades - - = = 2 = ‘ 
Visit to Western District of Possession - a rs d 
Examination of Coast eastward from Bebea River - - Ps 


Expedition undertaken with object of meeting ie both cides cnt : 
Further Expedition to repel the Tugeri - - 
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Brisbane, 23rd November, 1892. 
Sir,—I have the honour to present the usual Annual Report on 
British New Guinea, as directed by Section XX XVI. of the Royal 
Instructions, for the year ending on the 30th June, 1892. 


LEGISLATION. 


1. Perhaps nothing shows more clearly the progressive develop- 
ment of a young country than a connected account from time to 
time of the legislation effected, and of the circumstances under 
which new laws are passed or old ones amended. In this belief 
it has been deemed expedient to give here not only the general gist 
ofeach law passed during the year, but also the chief reasons on 
which legislation was grounded. 

During the year eight Ordinances were passed by the Legislative 
Council, ard one Native Regulation became law. Two Proclama- 
tions and Regulations to carry them into effect, all having the force 
of law, were also issued. 


Ordinances. 


2. Ordinance No. IV. of 1891 was framed to meet a want that was 
already making itself felt among the owners of cattle in the Posses- 
sion, and also to protect the native or other cultivator. Its object 
is to deal with trespass by animals, and to provide for the registration 
of cattle brands and of animals. The question of trespass is a very 
important one in a country that has a large native population 
depending on the cultivation of the soil for its sustenance. 
The natives possess neither the means nor the knowledge that 
would enable them to fence their gardens against cattle. As it 
would be manifestly oppressive to put on them this burden of 
defence, it has to be laid on the owner of the cattle alone. The 
native, did he possess the requisite knowledge and the necessary 
means, could not derive any direct profit from fencing, as he has 
himself no grazing animals. He cannot, therefore, be called upon 
to contribute any share in fencing the boundary between him and 
a neighbour. The main provisions of the law are these :— 


When an animal trespassess upon any land, the owner or the 
person in charge of the animal is liable, on the complaint of the 
owner or occupier of the land, to pay a penal sum of from five 
shillings to one shilling and sixpence for each animal trespassing, 
and also to pay as compensation for damages any sum not exceed- 
ing twenty pounds. 

If the person complained of is in the Possession, the summons is 
served on him, otherwise on his agent or representative. 

The different kinds of fence or construction within which cattle 
are to be deemed to be duly confined are specified in the Ordinance. 

If a person complains that an animal, through not being kept 
duly confined, is a public nuisance, any magistrate may call upon 
the owner or person in charge of the animal to show cause why an 
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order should nut be issued directing that the animal be kept duly y 


confined. If no owner or person in charge can be found, the 
magistrate may still determine the case, and may issue an order 
requiring the owner or person in charge to confine the animal. If 
neither the owner nor person in charge can be found, the order is to 
be published in the Gazette, If the order is disobeyed after service, 
or after publication in the Gazette, as the case may be, the animal 
becomes forfeited to the Crown, and may be disposed of as the 
Administrator may direct, Similarly any animal found running at 
large, and for which no owner can be found, may, after notice in 
the Gazette, be forfeited to the Crown. 

Cattle over six months old must be either branded or registered, 
The brand may be registered at the office of the Registrar-General 
on the payment of a small fee ; and an animal may be registered in 
the same way, and thus be exempted from being branded. All such 
registrations are published in the Gazette. 

There are penalties for using animals with the intent to make the 
owner liable for damages, or for any penalty under the Ordinance; 
also for dishonest branding, and for tampering with brands. The 
Administrator in Council can make Regulations with regard to the 
use of brands under the Ordinance; and can, by Proclamation, 
extend the meaning of the words “ Cattle” or “ Animal ” so as to 
include animals not comprised under these terms in the Ordinance. 


3. Ordinance No. V. of 1891 was passed to appropriate a sum 
not exceeding £15,000 for the ordinary services of the Administra- 
tion for the year ending with the 30th June, 1892. 

It also made available within the same period the sum standing 
to the credit of the Exploration Fund, £717 8s. 2d., to be used in 
carrying out the objects for which that money was originally set 
apart with the consent of the contributing Colonies, 

The same Ordinance further sanctioned the expenditure of a sum 
not exceeding £7,000 for the maintenance of the ss, “ Merrie 
England ” for the year ending with the 31st March, 1892. Of this 
sum, £5,000 was provided by the Imperial Government, and 
£2,000 by the contributing Colonies. 


4, Ordinance No. VI. of 1891 was framed to deal with the 
difficult subject of regulating the sale of intoxicating liquors. 

The first Ordinance passed in the Possession after annexation 
was one which prohibited the supply of intoxicating liquor to 
natives, under severe penalties. That measure has been very 
successful, its provisions having been strictly carried out. It can 
safely be said, as a general statement, that up to the present time 
natives are unacquainted with intoxicating liquors. Though the 
supply of intoxicating liquors. to natives could be forbidden, it was 
recognised that its use could be prohibited to Europeans only in 
certain exceptional cases, and that for the most part all that could 
be done as regarded the non-aboriginai part of the population was 
to regulate the sale of such articles. The principal provisiona 
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of the Ordinance, not of the usual technical nature, will be briefly 
noticed, 

Two different kinds of license are issued—a license for premises 
ashore, and a ship license, A licensee may sell liquor on his licensed 
premises in any quantity not less than a quart bottle, to be consumed 
elsewhere than on the licensed premises. Liquor sold to a bond 
Jide resident, on the premises, may be drunk on the premises. 

For the purpose of dealing with applications for licenses, the 
Colony is divided into Licensing Districts, which are the same as 
the districts for the Courts of Petty Sessions. Only Resident 
Magistrates can deal with these applications in Court. An 
applicant for a license gives notice in writing to a magistrate. The 
magistrate causes the notice to be posted up in some conspicuous 
place for net less than fourteen days before the application is heard 
in Court. Any person objecting to the granting of the license 
applied for may post below the notice his objections, in writing, not 
less than forty-eight hours before the hearing; but the Court may 
entertain objections that have not previously been posted up. 

The application must be dealt with in open Court, and any 
person may give evidence for or against it. 

It lies within the absolute discretion of the Court, from which 
there is no appeal, to give or torefuse the license without stating 
any reasons. But the magistrate is required to report on every 
upplication to the Government Secretary. 

The license remains in force for a year, and application for 
renewal may be made at any time withjn sixty days of the expira- 
tion of an existing license. 

The licensee or his agent must reside on the premises, An agent 
must be appointed hy a written document, which has to be 
delivered to a magistrate, whereupon the agent is for all the 
purposes of the Ordinance regarded as the licensee. 

One of the owners, the agent, or the master of registered 
British ship may apply for a Ship License, to enable him to sell 
liquor on the ship within the waters of the Possession ; but Customs 
dues must have been paid on the Jiquor before it is sold, and it 
cannot be disposed of in less quantity than two gallons. The 
licensee or his agent must reside in the ship, failing which the 
license may be cancelled, 

A licensee cannot recover more than £5 for liquor supplied to 
gne person, and cannot sue for liquor supplied to a person in his 
employ. He is not allowed to receive articles in pledge for liquor. 
He is also debarred from selling liquor to a person that is insane, 
intoxicated, or under fourteen years of age. © 

Severe penalties are provided against a licensee for having on 
his premises certain specified noxious ingredients, and also for 
keeping or selling adulterated liquor. 

The license of a licensee that supplies liquor ta a native may 
be cancelled, in addition to any other penalty inflicted; but a 
licensee may intrust liquor to a native to be carried by him to 
his employer, if resident within five miles of the licensed premises ; 
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but if the distance execeds five miles the licensee must first receive 
an order in writing from the person employing the native. 

There is a penalty for selling liquor without a license, and 
also power to seize and forfeit liquor that may be suspected of 
being unlawfully kept for sale. 

Two different kinds of prohibition order may be issued under 
the Ordinance. 

The commander of a ship of war, or of a vessel belonging to 
one of the Colonial Governments, may apply to a magistrate for 
an order prohibiting liquor from being supplied by a licensee to 
any person forming part of the crew or staff of bis vessel, except 
on the written permission of the commander. The order, when 
issued, will have force over the whole Possession. If any licensee, 
who has received a copy of the order, disobeys it, he becomes 
liable to a fine not exceeding 20/. 

If a complaint is made in writing to any justice that a person, 
by the use of liquor, is injuring himself, or anyone for whose 
support he is liable, in mind, body, or estate, the justice must 
summon the person before a Court to show cause why a 
prohibition order should not issue, The evidence of any person 
may be taken for or against the person summoned. ‘T’he Court 
may issue a prohibition order, if it finds good reason for doing so ; 
the order cannot remain in force for more than a year, and will, 
while valid, be in foree for the whole Colony. It will require 
that no liquor be given by any person, under a fine not exceeding 
20/. or imprisonment not exceeding two months, to the person to 
whom the order relates. ‘The Ordinance came into force on the 
Ist of June, 1892. 


5. Ordinance No. I. of 1892 was passed to give legal sanction 
to the expenditure of 721/. 8s. 6d. in defraying supplementary 
charges for the service of the year ending with the 30th June, 
1891. The total expenditure was the same as the sum appropriated 
for the service of the year by Ordinance No. V. of 1891, 15,0002, 
but there was an excess of expenditure on certain votes, corre- 
sponding to thesavings on other votes, amounting to a total of 
7211. 8s. 6d. The votes exceeded were as follows :— 


Srirrsennsn unsere ENE 
Service. | Vote. | Expenditure. | Excess 

£ & took Ba) d. 
Schooner “Hygeia” = - - 1,500 1,648 16 11 148 16 11 
Boat, Eastern Division - - 100 100 311 iets hn 
Boat, Samarait - - - 83 8413 3 113 3 
Buildings - - - 5CO 97.9) Ons 479 0 8 
Agricultural - - - 300 355) 9.2 55 9 2 
Library and Scientific - - 50 86 4 7 36 4 7 
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6. Ordinance No. IJ. of 1892, passed to regulate the employment 


of native labourers, is perhaps the most important legislative 
measure dealt with during the year. 
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MG a Section XIII. of the Letters Patent, dated 8th June, 1888, 
1891-3, | passed under the Great Seal of the United Kingdom for erecting 
—— certain British territory in New Guinea and the adjacent islands 
into a separate Possession, and providing for the Government 
thereof, required that the Legislative Council of the Possession 
should establish a law providing—“ That no deportation of natives 
be allowed, either from one part of the Possession to another 
or to any place beyond the Possession, exce;t under such conditions 
as may be established by order of Ourselves in Our Privy Council, 
or by some law of the Possession which has been reserved for the 
signification of Our pleasure, and assented to by Ourselves in our 
Privy Council.” Effect was given to this command by Ordinance 
No. III. of 1888. Under that enactment the Possession was 
divided into districts, and the natives of each ceuld be engaged to 
work within their own home district, but not elsewhere. Some 
exception was permitted in the case of men engaged before a 
magistrate to work on board boats and vessels on the coast. Under 
no circumstances did the law allow natives, under engagement or 
otherwise, to be removed bevond the Possession. Ifone bears in 
mind that when that Ordinance was passed the natives were utterly 
ignorant of such things as Government, law, or order ; that, generally 
speaking, each tribe lived on armed neutrality with its neighbours, 
if they were not at actual war; that the great majority of them never 
left their own district or lands ; and that each district spoke a dialect 
of its own, it must be conceded that the restrictions imposed by the 
Letters Patent and by “ The Natives Removal Prohibition Ordinance 
of 1888” were required by the then circumstances of the country. 
But when large numbers of the coast and more accessible inland 
tribes had become acquainted with the Government, and had 
learned something of its functions ; when they began to 
understand that aggressive tribes would be restrained, ahd that they 
could travel with safety, and would be fairly treated by the white 
man, it came to be felt that the restrictions of Ordinance No. ILI. 
of 1888 were not only no longer necessary, but that th y were 
beginning to actually stand in the way of advancement. 

‘To break down the exclusive isolation of the different tribes 
has becn one of the most difficult tasks of the Government. 
To this isolation are, no doubt, largely owing the shyness, timidity. 
and suspicion so often encountered among the Papuans. It is 
very improbable now that any tribe that knows the Government 
would, under any ordinary circumstances, offer violence to the 
members of any other tribe in the service of a Kuropean. Govern- 
ment influence will, in all probability, keep pace with the em- 
ployer of labour when it does not advance into new districts 
before him. There is, therefore, now no risk in permitting 
labourers to be taken from one district to work in another, 
That such removals will henceforth be a positive advantage 
is clear. The more the natives of one district are brought 
into contact with the natives of other districts the better will 
they understand the protecting and pacifying power of law 
and Government ; it will make them less shy and less suspicious ; 
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and such removals and contact, when they become common, will 
aid greatly in breaking down the Babel of tongues which has made 
neighbouring tribes foreign nations to each other. ‘The new law 
rust, therefore, be of great advantage to the natives. The brief 
résumé of its provisions given below will show that it cannot fail 
to be much more favourable to the employer of labour than the 
Ordinance of 1888. 

The new law was reserved for the assent of Her Majesty, and 
that assent was graciously granted on the 25th August, 1892. 

Natives cannot be removed beyond the boundaries of the 
Possession except in the way provided by the Ordinance, nor can 
they be taken for more thin twenty-five miles from their homes, 
unless they are engaged before, and with tie sanction of, a resident 
magistrate. Within twenty-five miles of their homes, natives can 
be employed for periods not exceeding one month at a time, 
without the intervention of the magistrate. This applies to em- 
ployment ashore or afloat. The employment of women on board 
vessels is not permitted, 

Only persons having bond fide residences in the country can 
engage its natives to work afloat. Before a mayistrate can 
sanction an engagement, he must satisfy himself that the native is 
willing to enter into the contract, and that he will be fairly treated 
and duly paid and returned to his home on the expiration of the 
engagement. The period of engagement cannot exceed twelve 
months, On the complaint of the employer or of the employé a 
magistrate may, at his discretion, cancel or vary the terms of the 
contract between them. 


Km; loyers who have places of residence in the Possession 
can receive permits to remove beyond its boundaries any native 
working for them under an engagement entered into before a 
magistrate, for fishing in the Gulf of Papua, or in ‘Torres Straits, 
in boats that are bond fide stationed in the waters of the 
Possession. 


Residents can also receive permits to let them take natives 
under engagement to them, entered into before a magistrate, to 
Cooktown or Thursday Islard, on their own vessels, as boatmen, 
seamen, or as personal attendants. 

An employer removing a native beyond the Possession is 
required to give security that the services of the native will not 
be transferred, and that the native will be duly returned to his 
own country. When any person removes a native from his 
home, he incurs the obligation of supplying the native, until he 
returns him to his usual place of residence, with food, water, 
medicine, and shelter. 

Payment of natives engaged before a magistrate must be made 
in the presence of the latter. 

Provision is made for inspecting premises or vessels on which 
native labourers are employed. 

There is no legal barrier to engaging native labourers in any 
district of the Possession to work anywhere in the Colony, 
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provided that the natives are engaged before the magistrate. 
There is no reason why boats located in the Possession should not 
be manred in whole or in part by the natives of the country in 
fishing for béche-de-mer and pearl-shell, either in Torres Straits 
or in the waters of the Possession. The natives engaged on such 
vessels can be permitted to proceed with them to the nearest 
Australian ports to procure supplies, take over cargo, &c. The 
Ordinance has been framed to permit the greatest freedom of 
contract between the employer and the native that is compatible 
with reasonable protection to the latter in his present condition. 


7. Ordinance No. III. of 1892 was passed to adopt as the law 
of the Possession the Queensland “Act to Consolidate and Amend 
the Law relating to Posts and Telegraphs” (55 Vict. No. 15). 

Postal matters in the Possession are in practice administered 
as ifit were a postal district of Queensland ; the same stamps, 
the same rates, and the same regulations are in use in both 
Colonies. Such changes as became necessary in Queensland on 
account of that Colony joining the Universal Postal Union also 
became necessary in the Possession, which joined the Union at 
the same time, and the Ordinance No. ILI. of 1892 was passed 
to enable postal affairs in the Possession to be still kept on the 
saine footing as those of Queensland under the new conditions. 


8. Ordinance No. IV. of 1892 was framed primarily to en- 
able the Government to legally set apart a small block of land at 
Samarai as a reserve for the use of Her Majesty’s ships of war on 
the station. It was, however, seen that, instead of passing a 
special enactment for that particular purpose, it would be better 
to have a law of more general application, which would enable 
reserves to be made for any useful public purpose. 

Tne Ordinance empowers the Administrator in Council to 
reserve any Crown land either permanently or temporarily, for such 
things as public defence, schools, wharves, public gardens, 
cemeteries, or for any special purpose approved by the Legis- 
lative Council by resolution. 

The reserve may be made by the issue of a Crown Grant in 
trust; or the Administrator in Ceuncil may, by Proclamation, 
place any reserved Jand under the control of trustees, ‘l'rustees 
may be enabled to make byelaws tor carrying out the object of the 
trusf, 


9. Ordinance No. V. of 1892 was passed to amend “ The 
Native Children Custody and Reformation Ordinance of 1891.” 
The last-mentioned law makes provision for entrusting to certain 
persons the care and custody of any native child who is an orphan, 
or is deserted by its relatives, or of any native child that has com- 
mitted an offence against a law of the Possession. Provision was 
made to safeguard the child, and to give the person having 
custody over it the power and authority of a parent. It 
appeared, however, to be necessary to give the Resident Magis- 
trate of the district power to compel the custodian to produce the 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 15 


child when required by him to do 80; and to prevent the child 
from being removed from the place specified in the mandate 
confiding the child to the custodian. This has accordingly been 
provided for in Ordinance No. Y. of 1892. 


Native Regulations. 


10. Only one Native Regulation was passed within the period 
covered by this Report —Regulation No. IV. of 1891, concerning 
adultery. 

There can be but little doubt that in recent times and among 
the more settled tribes the most frequent cause of quarrel between 
communities and individuals is woman. Custom differs much in 
different districts as to the manner of obtaining a wife. Scme 
tribes always marry their own women; others never do so, but 
obtain wives from certain tribes between whom and themselves 
there exists reciprocity in this matter; others, again, obtain wives 
wherever they can get them. In some cases the pair are 
betrothed at birth, or by custom, perhaps, before birth. Widows 
belong to the brother of the deceased husband, as a rule, and can 
be disposed of by him at his pleasure. One point appears to be 
common to all the tribes: The suitor must pay, or give, certain 
property to the girl’s father. There is thus in most cases some- 
what narrow limits to the circle within which a Papuan may 
select a spouse. The unions of early life are apparently, however, 
in the majority of cases love matches, although it is considered to 
be the right thing in many places for a girl that is being married 
to pretend coyness, compulsion, and capture. The youth of 
both sexes (especially girls) are now beginning to find out that 
the maintenance of peace by the Government enables them to 
follow their natural inclinations in a way they could not do before 
in selecting a partner. But this adds to police cases at first, and 
will do so for some time to come. Owing to the circumscribed 
choice, to the extreme fickleness of the Papuan heart, and to the 
little exalted state of morality generally, adultery is far from 
uncommon. The injured wite seldom proceeds to acts of violence. 
The husband sharply resents such an injury, and this is a fruitful 
source of assault and murder. The husband might be pacified by 
a large payment, if not deeply attached to his wife but if his 
affection is strongly engaged he very frequently uses his spear or 
bow and arrow on the woman, or on her paramour, or on both. 
The Regulation is an attempt to substitute a legal remedy for the 
natural and more ready method of redress. The difficulty will be 
to once get this judicial remedy started in the several districts. 
Once begun it will soon become established. 

The Regulation, though unpretentious in appearance, is in 
reality a very important measure. It can be administered only 
by a European magistrate for native matters, and he cannot 
move in the case unless a complaint is lodged by the injured 
husband. The guilty man or woman may be imprisoned. The 
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“ co-respondent ” may be made to give payment to the wife’s hus- 
band. What under native customs is recognised to be a marriage 
is held to be so under the Regulation. ‘The evidence tendered in 
each case must be committed to writing, and a report has to be 
forwarded to the Government Secretary. There is some reason 
to believe that the Regulation will soon begin to be operative. 


Proclamations having the force of law. 


11. An experience of some three years has shown the Go- 
vernment of the Possession that the dire disease of rabies and 
hydrophobia does not exist in the country. As is well known, 
the Colonies of Australia, New Zealand, and Tasmania have 
established measures to protect themselves against this terrible 
malady. The necessity for such protection in British New 
Guinea was very apparent. It was plain that were rabies intro- 
duced iuto the Possession there would be a strong probability 
that it would soon cross the Strait and become disseminated in 
Australia. The domestic grounds for protection were very 
strong. In the first place, the Possession has a large barefooted, 
barelegged population; in the second place, the native dog is 
everywhere kept as a pet, as an article of diet, or for hunting. 
The native dog, closely resembling the Australian dingo in 
appearance, has a strong gregarious tendency. The dogs of a 
village meet, as a rule, several times a day to howl in chorus— 
they have not learned to bark—and they hardly ever separate 
without fighting. They possess remarkably sharp, slender, canine 
teeth, with which they inflict a deep “snappy ” bite, Rabies once 
introduced among such animals would spread iike wildfire, and 
would speedily be communicated to man and to the village pig, 
which is also when young almost invariably a pet, often nursed at 
the breast of a woman, like, or in lieu of, a child if the latter has 
died. 

When the question was under consideration it was pointed out 
that it would be extremely desirous that similar preventive 
measures should be adopted in Dutch New Guinea and in 
Kaiser Wilhelms-land, and that further additional protection 
would be ecured to all our Colonies in Australasia if legislation 
on the same iines were adopted in the French Possessions of 
Oceania, This matter received the earnest support of Sir Samuel 
Griffith, and, largely owing to that fact, there is good reason to 
believe that the neighbouring settlements of France, Germany, 
and the Netherlands will follow us in endeavouring to keep out 
rabies from this part of the world, 

When dealing with the one matter of rabies, it was deemed 
expedient to impose the same restrictions on the importation of 
other animals as exist in Queensland. Accordingly, by one 
Proclamation the importation of pigs into the Possession is abso- 
lutely prohibited from all places except the Australian Colonies, 
New Zealand, and Tasmania. This was copsidered advisable, 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 17 


because a like restriction fs in force in Queensland, and because, . Brivis 


on the one hand, the best breeds of swine are already fully 
established in Australia, and, on the other, such diseases as 
trichinosis, bladderworms, &c, arc unknown in British New 
(yuinea at present. 

By another Proclamation the importation of cattle, horses, 
sheep, goats, dogs, deer, and camels is permitted from the 
Australian Colonies, Tasmania, and New Zealand. From other 
places they must be accompanied by certificates of health, be 
examined on arrival, and be detained for specified periods in 
quarantine. Dogs are detained in quarantine for a period of six 
months at the port of arrival. This detention, it is recognised, 
gives a reasonable measure of protection, while it is too short ts 
confer absolute immunity. Cattle are detained 120 days, sheep 
90 days, in quarantine. No diseased animal from any place can 
be landed in the Possession. 

Regulations were passed on the 3rd June, 1892, for carrying 
into effect the provisions of the “ Diseased Animals Act.” Under 
these, stock imported from the Australian Colonies, Tasmania, or 
New Zealand must be proved to be the produce of those 
Colonies, or to have been subjected to the rules as to quarantine 
and disinfection in force in those Colonies. 


Commissioners and inspectors have been duly appointed for 


carrying out the provisions of these Proclamations and Regu- 
lations, 


ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE. 


12. By an Order of the Queen in Council, dated 24th Novem- 
ber, 1891, an appeal is provided, in Admiralty cases, from the 
Colonial Court of Admiralty of the possession to the Supreme 
Court of Queensland at Brisbane. 

In civil matters, when the amount or value in dispute exceeds 
£100, an appeal lies from any court of the possession to the 
Supreme Court of Queensland. There is a Colonial Court of 
Admiralty in the Possession, by virtue of the Colonial Courts of 
Admiralty Act, 1890. The Order mentioned above provides that 
in all Admiralty matters, whatever the amount or value in dispute, 
an appeal shall lie from the Colonial Court of Admiralty of the 
Possession to the Supreme Court of Queensland. The decision 
of the Supreme Court of Queensland on an appeal made to it 
under the Order is further subject to appeal to Her Majesty in 
Council, in the same manner as any other decision of that Court. 

13. As the seats of the Courts competent to deal with cases 
other than those that affect natives only are likely to remain for 
some time without any change, they may be mentioned here :— 
The Central Court, presided over by the Chief Magistrate, at 
Port Moresby; Courts of Petty Sessions, each presided over by 
a Resident Magistrate, at Mabudauan, Port Moresby, Samarai, 
and at Nivani in the Louisiade Archipelago. The Chief Magis- 
trate hslds a Court at any place in the Possession as may be requisite 
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and the Resident Magistrates hold sittings of their Courts in their 


New: GUINEA, yespective districts wherever necessary. 


1891-2, 


The Government Agents of the Rigo and Mekeo districts hold 
Courts as magistrates for Native matters, but they have no juris- 
diction in cases affecting others than natives. All the Resident 
Magistrates are magistrates for native matters, as also Mr. 
Musgrave, Mr. Ballantine, Mr. Butterworth, and two natives. It 
is probable that some other natives may soon be appuinted to that 
position ; but this, to prevent oppression, requires care and caution. 

The appointment of some four or five more Government Agents, 
who would also be magistrates for native matters, is much needed, 
but it is not safe to try to extend the service further unless addi- 
tional funds were assured for expenditure. 

The Resident Magistrate at Mabudauan, the Government 
Agents for the Mekeo and Rigo districts, and the Resident Magis- 
trate for the Louisiadcs have each a force of eight members of the 
armed constabulary. The magistrate at Samarai has a separate 
police force, recruited in his own district. The Port Moresb- 
magistrate can procure the services of constabulary from the head 
quarters of the force when he requires them. 

The subjoined tabulated list of cases dealt with by the Courts 
has kindly been prepared by Mr. Winter. It may be mentioned 
that many cases, not entered below, are dealt with out of Court by 
magistrates for Native matters :— 


MATTERS DEALT WITH JUDICIALLY FOR THE YEAR ENDING 
80rn Juny 1892. 


CENTRAL Court. 
Criminal Business. 


Number of Persons District from which : 
committed for Trial. committed, Persons committed—how disposed of. 
| 


I 
24 | Central Distric® - -| 24 tried, 


18 | Eastern District - -| 2 tried. 
16 awaiting trial. 


3 | Western District -| 2 tried. 
1 awaiting tiral. 


Total - - 45 
eae iti ee eee LS eee eae 
The Court held Seven Criminal Sessions at the Places and 
Times, and with the Results, under-mentioned :— 
enn nnn EEE 
No. of 
Result of Trial. Sentence. 


Persons Offence charged. 
tried. 


Port MorEspy—26th September 1891. 


- | 1 guilty of murder, 3guilty | 1 death, 1 four months’ 
of sedition, 3 acquitted | imprisonment with hard 
labour, 2 one month’s 


1 murder, 6 sedition 


| imprisonmentwith hard 
labour, 
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eee tee ee ee ee ee ECT ae ea ee Be eee British 
No. of New Guinka. 
Persons Offence Charged. Result of Trial, Sentence. 1891-2. 


Port MoresBy—4th November 1891. 
| 8 guilty ° ° - | 3 death, 


Port MorEsByY—19th November, 1891. 


6 | Rape . ° » | 6 guilty ° ° «| 6 death. 


Dosu—23rd December, 1891. 


1 |Murder « ° °|1 guilty ° © -|1 death. 


SaMARAI—25th December 1891. 


imprisonment till 


e|1 guilty ° ° e{|1 
rising of Court. 


1 | Manslaughter e 
Sumar, Fry RrveR—25th April, 1892. 


2| Murder - ° e | 2 guilty . = - {2 death, 


Merxrro—1l6th May, 1892, 


8 | Murder « e ° | 8 guilty ° ° -| 8 death. 


Total - 28 
Civil Business. 
Bs ide hag Nature of Proceedings. sco Result. 
ee ae fee d. 
Application for administra- £ igs 
1 tion under Intestacy Act. Granted. 
Courts or Perry SEssIons. 
Indictable Offences Jurisdiction. 
Number 
District of Court. of Persons Nature of Charge. Result of Inquiry. 
Charged. 
Osntral « e ° » 26 14 murder « ¢ | 12 committed, 2 discharged, 
6 rape - ° - | 6 committed, 
6 sedition © -} 6 committed. 
Eastern - e ° 19 16 murder ® 116 committed. 
1 rape - ° «| 1 committed, 
1 assault ° -| 1 committed, 
l receiving stolen] 1 discharged. 
goods, 
Western « e 3 3 murder ® 3 committed. 
Total 48 
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Summary Offences Jurisdiction. 


ie Number 
District of Court. of Persons Nature of Charge. Result of Trial, 
Charged. 
Central - ° « 10 1 Desertion from ship - - | 1 convicted. 
1 Supplying liquor to native - | 1 dismissed. 
2 Assault . ° - | 2 convicted. 
2 Larceny ° ° -|1 convicted, 1 dis- 
missed. 
3 Injuries to property; -|1 convicted, 2 dis- 
missed. 
1 breach Constabulary Ordi- 
nance . : . - | lconvicted. 
Eastern + : - 3 lillegally removing native ~ | 1 convicted. 
Western- ° ° None. 2 supplying liquor to native - | 1 convicted, 1 dis- 
fig missed. 
Total 13 


Civil Jurisdiction. 


Number 


District of Court. of ra fi ainias| Result of Action. 
£28d. 6 F 
Central - ° e| 1 ° ° ° 700 Verdict for defendant. 
Kastern « . -| None. - _ 
Western- - -} None, - on 


Native Magistrates’ Courts.—“ Forbidden Acts.” 


Number 


District of Court. of Persons Nature of Charge. Result of Trial. 
Charged, 
No. 1 (Eastern) : 9 6 theft - ° ° - | 5convicted,1 dismissed, 
1 destroying cocoanut trees - | 1 convicted. 
2 adultery ° ° - | 2 acquitted. 
Ne, 2 (Central) 34 8 spreading lying reports «| 3 convicted. 
4 adultery ° ° - | 2convicted,2 dismissed. 
14 assault ° ° * | 9convicted,5 dismissed. 
7 theft - . ° « | 6convicted,1 dismissed, 
2 using threatening language | 2 convicted. 
4 burying corpse in village - | 4 convicted. 
No.3 (Western) - 36 20 assault ° ° « | 20 convicted. 
7 adultery ° . - | 7 convicted. 
6 theft - ° ° - | 6 convicted. 
1 using threatening language | 1 convicted. 
2 disturbing proceedings of| 2 convicted. 
Court - ° - 
Total 79 
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Summary 


Totat NUMBER OF ORIMINAL PROCEEDINGS. 


In Central Court G - ° . * «ake 
In Courts of Petty Sessions (exclusive of the 45 that went 

up to Central Court) . . ° < . 16 
In Native Magistrates’ Courts- : . 79 


In all Courts . e ° ® . - 140 


ToTaL NUMBER oF CivIL PROCEEDINGS. 


In Central Court - ° . . . ° arn 
In Courts of Small Debts - . ° . ° pest 
In Native Magistrates’ Courts - . . ° - O 

In all Courts ° Z ° 5) ° Se 


From these figures it will be seen that no fewer than twenty-one 
persons were sentenced to undergo capital punishment. All were 
natives of the Possession, and all were males. Fifteen of these 
were convicted of murder, and six of rape. All these crimes were 
committed on natives, except in one case, where the victim was a 
Chinese trader. ~ 


The first case on the list arose out of the religious obligation 
on a son to “take payment” in blood from a neighbouring tribe 
for the murder of his father many years ago. 


The three next—tried at Port Moresby, 4th November— 
killed a member of their own tribe because they believed that 
by witchcraft he had brought aboat the death of one of their 
relatives. 


The six people sentenced at Port Moresby, 19th November, for 
rape, were five men and a boy, who was apparently under fourteen, 
although he was already a husband, This crime is not frequent, 
this being the first case of the kind brought before the Central 
Court. They met two women of a neighbouring tribe returning 
home from fishing, and violated them in requital for some old 
intertribal injury. The boy was, by a mandate under the Native 
Children’s Reformation Ordinance, coufided to the custody of a 
guardian. 


The two men tried at Sumai, on the Fly River, 25th April, 
led their tribe to attack the islanders on Domori, when several 
people were killed, because they thought the Domori people had 
caused the death of a Sumai man by witchcraft. 


The eight men tried at Mekeo, 16th May, formed part of 
those that attacked Inawabui a neighbouring tribe, when some 
eight of the latter were killed. This was done in keeping up old 
intertribal quarrels, It did not appear that the convicts had been 
other than mere participants in the general attack. 


In each of these cases the accused admitted guilt. 


Such circumstances of mitigation were found in all these twenty 
cases as were thought to justify the exercise of the prerogative of 
mercy, and the sentences were commuted to terms of imprisonment. 
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The sentence imposed on the convict at Dobu, 23rd December, 
was for the murder, by a native, of an honest, industrious, inoffen- 
sive Chinese settler, who had been resident in the country for 
many years. He lived like a European, and was regarded by 
the natives as being a white man. The reason why he was 
murdered is not perfectly clear, but one thing was quite manifest 
—that he had himself given no grounds whatever to justify in 
any way an attack on him. Two reasons were at different times 
alleged — one, that the wife of the murderer had, without the 
knowledge of, or any encouragement from, the victim, conceived a 
liking for him, which she disclosed to her husband ; the other, that 
the convict killed the Chinese to take payment for a relation of 
last generation that was killed by a white man. As nothing 
could be found to mitigate the gravity of the offence, the sentence 
was carried into effect in the district of the prisoner, where the 
murder was committed. This was the only sentence of capital 
punishment imposed during the year which was not commuted. 


14. Three cases came before the Courts for supplying liquor 
to natives, in one of which there was a conviction, while the 
other two were dismissed. The rarity of this offence must be 
considered very satisfactory. 

That no cases came before the Courts for supplying arms or 
ammunition to natives is a matter for congratulation. It seems to 
show that the white part of the population understand and support 
the reasons for these restrictive laws. 

There was only one case for illegally removing anative. As 
already explained under “ Legislation,” so many restrictions have 
now been removed in the matter of employing natives that there 
will be but little excuse for this kind of contravention of the law 
in future. 

Thirteen cases of adultery came before the magistrates for 
Native affairs, From what has been stated under paragraph 10, it 
inay be considered that this is an encouraging commencement in 
administering the Native Regulation dealing with adultery as a 
penal offence. It is perfectly certain that as the cases of adultery 
brought before the Courts increase in number the cases of 
murder and assault will be lessened. 

Offences for using threatening language, three of which were 
dealt with by the Courts for native matters, will, in all probability, 
not be rare. They arise from tribes in the more settled districts 
exacting contributions from more ignorant tribes in the name and 
under the pretended authority of the Government. Contra- 
ventions of the Burial Regulation, which requires interment to be 
carried out in a cemetery, are not likely to cease for years yet. 
It is a long-established custom to bury under, near, or in the 
dwelling-house of the deceased—a custom based on strong 
domestic affection, on religion, and on the use of ages. Much 
patience, firmness, and perseverance will be required to combat 
this unsanitary habit, especially in the district of one of the 
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missions, some at least of the members of which defend the “ 


native custom. 


15. In the administration of justice the Government has, so far, 
met with two facts of a very satisfactory nature. One is that the 
non-native part of the population are remarkably law-abiding 
for people under such circumstances. Speaking in general terms, 
it can be said of the Europeans that they have not only shown much 
respect for the ordinary laws affecting themselves equally there or 
in any other part of the British Empire, but they also—what is 
much more remarkable—pay due regard to the exceptional, restric- 
tive, and disabling laws which the peculiar conditions of the country 
render, at least for the present, necessary. It may, for example, 
be doubted that there is in any country a more honest, law-obeyinz 
class of men, as a class, than the diggers that have been on Misima 
and Tagula for four years. They complain and think they do not 
receive sufficient attention from the Government, but they foster 
the establishment of law and order. It is a very remarkable fact 
in the history of a new Colony of this kind that during the first 
four years of its existence only one case has come before the Courts 
of a Kurepean charged with the murder ofa native. In that instance 
the person so charged was self-accused, and the finding of the 
Court was that the charge was destitute of good foundation. Only 
one other case of the kind, committed, or allered to have been 
committed, by a foreigner, has been reported to the Government. 

n that case the accused evaded arrest, and was finally killed by 
natives whom he had injured, beyond the border, in German 
territory. 

The other circumstance is that the Papuan soon shows a 
surprisingly good comprehension of the judicial process, and a keen 
sense of justice. ‘The defence has often been raised by the natives 
that they did not, whena crime was committed, understand the law ; 
or that they were not aware the Government really would insist on 
the law being obeyed. Several times, when a person has been 
sentenced to undergo capital punishment, messages have been sent 
to the head of the Government to the effect that they hoped he 
would remember that the convict was the first from the district. 
Accused persons have often in court called the attention of the 
judge to the fact that the evidence being given was hearsay only, 
and that the witness was not giving the testimony of an eye- 
witness. A number of the people ofa large villaye met to consider 
the conduct of their Chief, who had asked exactions from them, failing 
which he had threatened them with the lock-up. They cameto the 
conclusion that “there is only one road to the lock-up, and that 
lies through the Court,” and that, therefore, the Chief was merely 
trying to impose on them. A chief sent his wife and daughter a 
day’s journey to complain to the “ Kovana” that the constabulary 
had broken a spear and killed a pig belonging to his tribe. 
Without the compensation that was paid, they seemed to under- 
stand that an injustice committed even by the constabulary would 
be rectified by the Government. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE VISITS OF INSPECTION. 


The several despatches reporting in detail the results of 
the principal visits of inspection made during the year will be 
found in the Appendices marked A to L.* Here they are briefly 
suinmarised, 

16. The time from the 13th July to the end of that month was 
devoted to a visit to the D’Entrecasteaux and Kiriwina Groups. 
It was found that the Wesleyan Mission were making great 
progress in erecting the dwelling-house for their headquarters at 
Dobu Island. The natives, though entertaining many strange 
suspicions with regard to the ultimate objects of their settlement 
there, were friendly and rendering good help to the missionaries in 
the. work of building. The vessel that had brought the pioneer 
party of the Mission, with the Rev. G. Brown on board, was towed 
to an offing by the “ Merrie England. ” 

While the steamer was despatched to take Mr. Maitland, of the 
Queensland Geological Survey, and the Hon. M. H. Moreton, to 
examine Mount Suckling, the examination of the coast of Fergusson 
Island was made from Nadi to Bagiagia Island. It was observed 
that the large island is schistose where the high mountains exist, 
and elsewhere of voicanic origin. The population is extremely 
numerous, and were found to be friendly, but extremely timid 
where, in former days, some of them had been murdered and others 
kidnapped, In some districts all villages are inland, in others they 
are all on the coast. The reason for this distribution is not very 
apparent. There is no protecting reef, and anchorage for large 
vessels is not frequent on this coast. The country is very rough, 
densely wooded, and well watered. The tribes were not always 
friendly to one another. 


On the 21st the Kiriwina (Trobriand) Group was reached, 
These are low corai islands with a population of probably 15,000 or 
20,000. This appears to be the meeting place of the Polynesian 
and Papuan races. The people did not seem to be warlike. The 
tribes met with were friendly, without any exception. Here, it was 
noticed, the Chief occupies much the same position as he has in the 
Pacitic Islands, being treated with respect, sometimes reverence. 
They are skilful workers of ebony, which grows on some of the 
islands, and their light soil produces great quantities of very fine 
yams, Mentally and physically, they are much superior to the 
natives of the mainland nearest to them. Three canoes of the 
natives of Sim Sim Island were met with at Kaduwaga, haying 
come there to fish for the Kaduwaga people. 

Whilst Kiriwina was being examined, the Resident Magistrate 
was sent on to visit Murua, Nada, and gum, under instructions 
to deal with certain matters requiring attention. The state of the 
natives was reported as satisfactory at each place, but, owing to bad 
weather and other circumstances, the programme of work was only 
partially carried out in those islands. 


* Not printed. 
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17. On the 7th August a start was made from Samarai with the 
intention of walking across from Tauwara (Milne Bay) to Pouro 
(Mullens’ Harbour). It had been alleged at Sila-Sila and its 
neighbourhood that it was at the instigation of some of the tribes 
in that part of the country that Sila-Sila had murdered a native 
of Laimotu Village, in Orangerie Bay. The Maiwara district, 
the first traversed, was found to be orderly, many of the people 
being engaged in making copra. The two bays, Tauwara and 
Pouro, are separated by a ridge of lava and limestone about 800 
feet high. The Pile-Pile tribe, on the west side of the range, was 
visited by the commandant, and found to be quiet and friendly, 
Making Sagara headquarters, the Commandant and asmall de- 
tachment of constabulary visited many of the surrounding villages 
and were everywhere well received. Some dozen villages were 
visited in crossing the isthmus, the occupants of which, without 
exception, were found to be quiet and industrious. It was quite 
plain that they had nothing to do with the evil deeds of the Sila-Sila 
tribe. The latter had blamed them bevause they were at a distance, 
and, as they thought, out of my reach, The Tamoro, Were-Were, 
and Dahune tribes received the party in avery friendly manner, 
without reserve or suspicion, all clearly recognising the supremacy 
of the Government. ‘The same visit was extended to all the coast 
tribes of Orangerie Bay, as far east as Baibara Island. This 
country is flat near the sea. There is no shore reef in the bay 
except near its middle, at Gadaisu Village. All the tribes were 
friendly, and had already learned something of the Government, 
Two or three tribes in the east end of the bay, which had been 
formerly implicated in the murder of a European, were at first 
afraid, and kept aloof; but many of them visited the party, and 
brought it food before it left them. 

The party taken by Messrs. Moreton and Maitland to Mount 
Suckling reached an altitude of about 7,000 feet. ‘They found 
varying soil, but no mountain villages. 


18, On the 1st September a visit to the Mekeo district was 
undertaken, At Ravao (Yule Island) news was received that the 
Inawaia tribe had attacked Inawabui, and killed several people, and 
had threatened to kill Bishop Verjus, and to put the Government 
at defiance. Tbe Inawa tribe bad also discharged arrows at the 
Government Agent. It had been foreseen that the powerful tribes 
of that district would not submit to Government authority without 
a preliminary struggle. On the 7th an advance party entered the 
village of Inawa. Some of the men “showed fight, ” but all fled 
when the leader and one or two others were wounded by rifle 
bullets, On the following day communication was opened with 
some of the same tribe at their own village. 


19, Two days after, a visit was paid to the hostile tribe of Eboa, 
which had with Inawaia attacked Inawabui. They were in the 
act of holding a great feast to celebrate their recent victory, and 
were prepared to resist the Government. They were taken by 
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surprise and fled, but six prisoners were secured and safely removed 
to the Government Station. On the 12th a visit in force was made 
to the tribe of Inawaia. They had prepared for us by removing 
their property, women, and children. Hearing of the collapse of 
Inawa and Eboa, they were afraid to fight, and were distributed in 
small parties. No arrests were made. All the arms found in 
Inawa, Eboa, and Inawaia were burned. 

On the 14th a "party was sent to procure the arrest of a native 
of Maiva for the murder of a man of the neighbouring tribe of 
Kivori. These are powerful communities, whose hereditary inter- 
tribal hostilities had been stopped by the Government. The 
murder was a personal one; but.the friends of the murderer 
concealed him, and all attempts to capture him failed. With great 
reluctance the Government saw itself forced to the expedient of 
arresting a number of mev, and keeping them as hostages for the 
surrender of the murderer. He was delivered up next day, 
The village of Bereina was visited at the same time by the Govern- 
ment Agent. A defiant band of young men, who were armed and 
ready to fight, laid down their arms when summoned to do so, 
Their weapons were collected and burned, which sufficiently 
humiliated the tribe, greatly to the satisfaction of the resident 
teacher, who could previously do nothing with them. Several 
of the more powerful neighbouring chiefs came to the Government 
Station to cement friendly relations, A second visit was paid to 
Eboa on the 19th by the magistrate, and a man was arrested there 
for alleged murder at Inawabui. Bishop Verjus arrived at the 
station on the 19th, and said that his work would be greatly 
facilitated by the subjugation of the troublesome tribes, 

On the 23rd a party, accompanied by several native chiefs, who 
expressed a desire to be there to help the Government, surprised 
Inawaia from the east sile at daybreak. Six men were arrested, 
one of them the son of the Chief. The other men fled, leaving their 
arms in the village, which were collected and burned. A squad 
of a dozen prisoners, who had accompanied the party as carriers 
for an inland expedition, expressed a desire to assist the police as 
volunteers, and some of them rendered excellent service in that 
very unusual capacity, 


20. Another visit was made to the Mekeo district on the 9th 
December. The villages of Akabara and Meauri were first 
visited, and found to be quiet and peaceful. A. part of the 
Inawaia tribe were building a new village near the river, having 
separated themselves from the rest of the tribe, which was not of so 
peaceful a disposition. ‘Two lay brothers of the Sacred Heart 
Mission were stationed with them. The rest of ‘ae tribe did not 
seem disposed to build there. ‘The mission had done very good 
service in settling some of the tribes, especially Bishop Verjus, who 
ably used the circumstances to strengthen the influence of the 
mission, where formerly it was but of small account, at the same 
time that he was loyally helping in the establishment of peace and 
order, When Mr. Winter was acting as Deputy-Adrinistrator 
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he had visited the district, and his party, when returning from a 
reconnaissance, came into contact with an encampment of the 
Inawaia tribe, who promptly attacked the constabulary, with a 
loss to themselves of on « man killed and two wounded. This 
encounter had also aided to establish a more peaceful disposition 
in this and the neighbouring tribes, The natives were now, on 
this visit, found somewhat uneasy, not knowing whether further 
punishment would be inflicted, or if the building of a new village 
would be approved. This and other tribes near them were re- 
assured by this visit, and the principal Chief of Inawaia came to 
the Government Station to present offerings of peace. All the 
leading men of the district soon came to the station to report them- 
selves, and it was seen that the whole district was gradually 
subsiding into peaceful habits. The good work of Pére Vitali at 
Inawi was seen, and much appreciated. A large and well-built 
church was fast approaching completion there. Visits were paid 
to the people remaining at the old village of Inawaia, and most of 
the people of Eboa came there to meet the party; but the chiefs 
of Inawaia and Eboa could not muster up courage to go to Inawabui 
to make peace, a task which was left to the War Chief of Inawaia 
alone. A beginning was, however, thus effected of establishing 
peaceful relations between these tribes. It was found that good 
work was being done by the Lay Brothers of the Sacred Heart 
Mission at Bioto and Pinapaka. 


21. On the 17th December a visit of inspection of the coast east 
of Port Moresby was begun. The people of Kappa Kappa and 
Kaile were shifting their pile houses ashore. The former of these 
and the Hula tribe had planted many cocoanuts, others were 
beginning to prepare copra for the trader. There had been some 
ditliculty in enforcing the Native regulation forbidding burial in 
the inhabited villages, ‘The old enmity of Kalo and Kwaipo was 
completely at an end, and the former had also received visits from 
the nearest tribes of the interior, The Galuma (Aroma) district 
was found to be quiet, and it was clear that they were extending 
the area of their trading operations. The tribes about Mairu were 
found to be peaceful, but much inter-tribal disturbance was said to 
exist inland, in districts not visited by the Government. A new 
station of the London Missionary Society, which was being estab- 
lished at Kurere, on the mainland near Laraoro, was visited, and 
the work encouraged. 

At Suau only a Samoan teacher was resident, the headquarters 
of this division of the London Missionary Society Mission having 
been transferred to Kwato, an excellent site for it, near Samarai. 

On the 21st a call was made at Kast Cape. A Fijian teacher, of 
the Wesleyan Mission, wasmaking a good commencement there, 
and all the villages seemed to be quiet and peaceful. 

At Dobu the Wesleyan Mission had made much progress, but they 
could not build schools and churches until the planting season was 
over. Mr. Bromilow could already speak the Dobu language with 
considerable readiness, and he had gained an important influence 
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Mrs. Bromilow had a very successful sewing class of young girls. 
There was noticed much improvement in the demeanour of the 
natives, who had given up the practice of carrying arms. The 
Rey. A. Maclaren, of the Anglican Mission Station, had been left 
ill of fever at Samarai. A visit was paid ,to the station of that 
mission at Wedau; all was quiet in that neighbourhood. It was 
clear that Mr. Maclaren had been able to make a decided impression 
on the natives during the few months he had been among them. 

On the 24th December the constabulary were landed at Bakera, 
on the coast of Duau, to try to secure the murderer of a European 
trader that had, for the sake of plunder, been killed there a few 
months previously. Friendly relations were speedily opened with 
neighbouring tribes, and the principal in the crime was arrested 
next day. A visit of inspection was extended, in a whaleboat with 
a native crew, right round the island, to establish relations with 
all the coast tribes, and to find out where there were auchorages, 
watering places, &c. The sketch chart of this journey is not yet 
quite completed. Many good anchorages were found, the most 
striking one being the inland harbour of Sewa, about half-way 
between Uruma (Duchess Island) and Dimadimwara (Cape Pre- 
vost). This haven has an entrance about a hundred yards wide, 
and then opens out in a sheet ‘of water some three miles by four. 
The visit was well received by all the tribes seen on the coast, and 
parties of men came from the inland tribes to visit the Government 
boat. The southend of Duau is inhabited by a great many very 
industrious tribes, who, being more addicted to agriculture than to 
fighting, are very glad to be now freed from the hostile and 
oppressive raids of the Dubu tribes. They sella great many yams 
to canoes trading from other islands. They were anxious to have 
teachers among them. Manifestly they were beginning to settle 
down in many districts, but there are still some fierce and barbarous 
tribes on this island which do not trade with natives from any 
other place. 


22. On the 4th January the island of Sanaroa (Welle Island) 
was inspected. It had been reported by Dobu natives that 
Sanaroa was hostile to the Government and to the Mission. This 
was found to bea malicious invention to throw discredit on the 
Sanaroa people. The tribes there were seen to be very friendly 
towards Europeans of all kinds) The communities on and near 
Ketaupai Bay, on the neighbouring coast of Moratua, were visited 
and were found to be all living in harmony together, and to be on 
terms of friendship with Dobu and Baio, a state of matters widely 
different from that existing there three years ago. ‘The Rev. W. 
Bromilow and the principal chiefs of Dobu and Baio joined the 
inspecting party on the 8th January. ‘The first district visited 
was Basima, on the north-east coast of Moratau. The different 
tribes presented themselves without arms, and seemed to be 
settling down into quieter habits. They had manifestly heard 
about the new order of things. Next day the steamer passed 
between Wamea and Urasi, two islands of the Amphlett Group 
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and reached Kaduwaga, in the Kiriwina Group, by a route which 
presented clear and open water until the last-named islands were 
reached. The first service ever held in that group was performed 
by Mr. Bromilow, in Kaduwaga, on Sunday, the 9th. The 
audience was attentive, and must have considered the whole thing 
as very “uncanny.” ‘They, however, treated the missionary well, 
whether from goodwill or through awe of the unknown, it would 
be difficulty to say. Both there and at Kaibola the people were 
very quiet and friendly. No anchorage for the steamer could be 
found near Kaibola, but bottom was met with at Kaura Kuba, on 
the east side of the island, in five or six fathoms, and the steamer 
was anchored there while a visit was paid to Emarakana, the 
seat of the great Chief of this group. He and his people treated 
the party with much kindness, and they produced the impression 
that they could be made useful and powerful agents in the work of 
civilisation. It was shown that there is only one village, Wamela, 
on the east coast of Kiriwina. ‘There isa shore reef there, with a 
passage through it for boats and small craft. Large vessels can, in 
fine southern weather or in northern weather, anchor outside in six 
or eight fathoms. ‘The natives there are friendly, as they are every- 
where in that group. No anchorage could be discovered at Giriba, 
but the steamer anchored for the night in a bight on the south end 
of Vakuta Island, the natives of which were also friendly, some of 
them visiting the steamer. ‘The 12th January was spent at Kitava 
island. It seems to be an elevated atoll, from 300 to 400 feet 
high, with an area of five or six square miles, There were thirteen 
villages in the depressed central plateau of the island, which is 
surrounded by a wooded, coral wall rim 50 to 100 feet high. 
They form a peaceful and industrious community, fond of trading 
and of carving in wood. From Kitava the steamer proceeded to 
Wamana, on the north of Murua (Woodlark Island). This 
influential tribe was somewhat agitated by party politics, some of 
them wishing to proceed in the path of progress and civilisation 
mach faster than the more conservative elements were prepared to 
follow. Endeavours were made to reconcile their views and to 
establish harmonious working. Half-a-dozen ‘of the Guasopu 
tribe, which were living as refugees at Wamana, were taken to 
Guasopu, with the object of establishing peace between them and 
the Wakoia tribe. When the villages of these latter were visited 
all fled, but after some trouble they were all induced to return to 
the principal village. ‘The leading men expressed themselves as 
glad to have peace with the Guasopu tribe, and said the Govern- 
ment might be certain that they would live as friends in future. 
On the 18th and 19th the islands of Kwaiawata and Gawa were 
inspected. They seem to be raised atolls like Kitava; the tribes 
on them also live in the central plateau. There were some thir- 
teen villages on Kwaiawata, and about a score of them on Gawa. 
The natives closely resemble those cf Kitava. At Iwa Island no 
anchorage could be obtained. It seems to be of the same forma- 
tion as the neighbouring islands mentioned above. Dugumenu 
Island was not thea inhabited. 
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23. On the 26th January an inspection of part of the Louisiades 
was commenced. The Wesleyan Mission at Pannaetti, conducted 
by the Revs. Messrs. Fellowes and Watson, was making an 
excellent beginning. The Sabbath was already observed. The 
natives were spontaneously planting cocoanuts, and helping to 
build a church and establish the station on a very suitable site. 
They were timid and distrustful of the Government, because a 
murderer was at large among them. The Magistrate’s quarters at 
Bogoya on Misima were visited, and it was decided to remove them 
to an island near Pannaetti. The Rev. Mr. Fellowes accompanied 
the party to Misima. Most of the villages of the south coast 
were visited, but the inhabitants often wished to avoid intercourse. 
This was mainly, if not entirely, owing to the fact that for petty 
acts of theft they had frequently been threatened with punishment 
from the Government. They were not unfriendly, and were, 
after some trouble, brought in. It was reported that the tribe of 
Gulewa, on the north coast of the island, had lately been extremely 
lawless. They had attacked and killed some people belonging to 
Hariba and Sagara, two neighbouring tribes. These had been 
restrained from retaliation chiefly by diggers Sanderson and 
Simpson, on the assurance that the Government would punish 
Gulewa. 

A party was conducted across the island to come on Gulewa 
from behind, but the paths were watched by sentinels, The 
fighting men of the tribe fled when the critical moment came, and 
the village was occupied by the police; but, though they remained 
there for nearly two weeks, they were unable to secure any of the 
ringleaders in the disturbances, the failure being no doubt chiefly 
owing tothe bad weather. Only some unimportant arrests were 
made, but it was felt that these would influence the conduct of the 
tribe, and that their prestige was destroyed. About the same time, 
on the main land, the Modewa tribe, which is under the influence 
of the London Missionary Society, surrendered to the constabulary 
three men charged with murder. In the absence of the Chief 
Magistrate on leave—the first granted to him since he entered the 
service—twelve men, committed for trial, were removed from 
Samarai to Port Moresby. 


24, On the last day of February a visit to the western district 
of the Possession was begun. Mr, Cameron had effected, at very 
little public expense, great improvements at the station at Mabu- 
dauan. Substantial houses had been built, and land cleared and 
planted, Shortly before, the Sumai tribe had attacked the Domori 
islanders and killed a number of them. Mr. Cameron had very 
ably procured from the Sumai tribe the surrender of the two chiefs 
that conducted the expedition, but the tribe still remained unsettled 
and were not friendly to the Government. Mr. Cameron had 
wisely secured the co-operation of all the neighbouring tribes 
against Sumai. The natives of Mawatta and Turituri were clearly 
making steady progress, the native magistrates and police having 
turned out better than could have been expected, The settlers 
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on Yaru Island were hardly raaking a living, they not possessing 
the capital required to start them properly in fishing. At the 
village of Sui it was reported that Sumai had threatened them 
because they had sided with the Government when Sumai was 
contumacious. At Iisa Village policemen and Government chiefs 
were appointed. The Sumai tribe declared, when visited, that 
they were not disposed to fight with the Government. They 
commenced at once to build achurch and schuol, and they selected 
men who were appointed chiefs and village constables. The tribe 
was completely humbled, and in all probability will not cause 
further trouble. The Wiorubi tribe were visited. They were 
peaceful, but they were in civilisation much behind the tribes on 
the other side of the island. The large houses formerly seen on the 
Bamu River had been burned, and some of the communities of 
that district greatly disturbed by the Sisiamia tribe from the 
interior, according to report. 


25. On the 11th March an examination of the coast was begun, 
extending eastward from the Bebea River. A dozen miles of 2 
mangrove, uninhabitable shore separates the Bebea from the Gama 
River. ‘The mouth of this latter offers good shelter for small craft. 
Its banks for the first dozen miles are covered by mangrove. 
There a tribe was met with in temporary encampment, but they 
would not communicate then, At thirty miles from the sea the 
land was still so low that most of the trees were of the mangrove 
family. There the party was suddenly attacked by a hostile tribe 
that seemed to have been engaged in clearing a piece of land on 
the river bank. Owing toa sharp bend in the river, they were 
not visible until the launch was close to them, ‘They discharged 
their arrows from under cover within easy distance, and had to be 
driven out by the rifles of the party. They shifted ground and 
yelled defiance, but this was stopped when they discovered that 
one or two of their number had been hit. The patience, courage, 
and discipline of thenative portion of the party was very satisfactory, 
The lower tribe, the Dabura, communicated freely on the return 
journey, and gave the name of the upper tribe as Sogeri. They 
resemble the Kiwai men in appearance, and understand some of their 
Janguage. Half-a-dozen miles east of the Gama, an estuary was 
entered which, on the west side, is called Gawai. Between the Gama 
and the Gawai the country along the coast isall covered by mangrove. 
The Gawai possesses a numerous population, who live chiefly on 
sago. These tribes are powerful, and were inclined to be at first 
very suspicious and reserved, but afterwards assertive and 
uproarious, They, too, resemble the Kiwai natives. They called 
themselves Kiapakea, Half-a-mile further up there was another 
large community, with which also friendly relations were opened, 
but they were so numerous that great circumspection was deemed 
necessary in dealing with them. Their land grows much sago, 
some bread fruit, and other trees. From the river above Neabo 
Island, a large extent of flat country, all covered by wood, much 
of it mangrove, was visible all round; towards the north a low 
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range of wooded hills could be seen at about a score of miles, 
running east and west. 

About thirty miles from the sea a strong tribe called Umaidai 
was met with, in two villages several miles apart. The lower 
division were very suspicious, and could not then be induced to 
communicate at close quarters. Some presents were left for them 
and they were quite friendly on the return journey, The upper 
division, after some difficulty, entered into trading relations with 
the party. ‘They gave the name of the river—there about three- 
fourths of a mile wide—as Turama. The country was still too 
Jow for permanent occupation by Europeans. Further up the 
river the Wariada tribe left their village and fled to the bush, but 
some of them afterwards came up the river in canoes to the 
next tribe, called Tabara, which soon entered into friendly relations. 
Some men of that tribe went up stream to warn the next tribe, 
Wariatutu, of our approach. They were friendly from the first, 
and so were a number of men of the Pekai tribe, who came down 
the Gogowaia branch of the Turama. These tribes live on sago, 
and have affinities with the Fly Estuary people, knowing some 
words of their language, and building houses like those of the 
Bamu tribes. A heavy bore, which ascends the river once in 
twelve hours, was encountered in the Turama above Wariatutu. 
The country rises a little above Wariatutu, but it is stilllow. The 
river approaches to within five or six miles of the low range 
of hills, which appears to consist not of a single ridge, but to be 
the southern edge of a hilly nodulated plateau. Two deserted 
villages—the second about seventy-five miles from the sea—were 
met with, but no natives were seen. The houses in the two upper 
deserted villages were of the type of those on the Upper Fly 
River. 

At about four score of miles from the sea the river was tidal, 
a couple of fathoms deep, and sixty yards wide. The banks were 
still low, but fit for cultivation here and there, All the natives 
were friendly on the return journey. In the descent the channel 
between Neabo and Morigio, about one or two fathoms, was used. 
No villages were seen on it. ‘Towards the lower end of Morigio a 
large encampment of people from Haraga and Neabo was met 
with. Friendly relations were established with them. Morigio 
is nearly all mangrove. Hast of Morigio the first headland is the 
Risk Point of the charts, the next Cape Blackwood. Between 
the two latter there is a deep water channel by which the s,s. 
“ Merrie England” entered, with a minimum depth of three and 
a-haif to four fathoms at high water. All the projecting 
promontories are covered by mangrove. Mr. Cameron found the 
latitude of Cape Blackwood to be south 7 degrees 49 minutes 
24 seconds, which appears to be’ the position assigned to. it 
forty-seven years ago by Captain Blackwood. 

On proceeding towards Port Bevan, on the east side of 
Ibibubari Island, the south end of which is Cape Blackwood, a 
party of the Paia tribe from Gaumao, which is on the east side of 
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Port Bevan, was met and communicated with. Ibibubari is unfit 
for permanent occupation, and so is the country all the way to 
the Aird Hills. These latter are about 900 feet high, and are very 
steep on all sides. They are surrounded by deep water, and beyond 
that by many miles of mangrove country. Mr. Cameron found 
the latitude of the Aird Hills to be south 7 degrees 27 minntes 33 
seconds, Friendly relations were opened with some natives hunting 
there. There is no permanent occupation in that neighbourhood. 

About half a dozen miles beyond the Aird IJLills there are 
some low ridges that could be used for building purposes. Half 
a score of miles from the Aird Hills the river enters ranges of low 
fossiliferous limestone hills, which seem to be continuous with 
those seen on the Turama. The steam launch having broken down 
afew miles above the Aird Hills, a party proceeded up the river 
in a whaleboat. These were surrounded by about 300 bowmen in 
the Kikori River, and to escape destruction had to disperse the 
natives. This attack was made at a place where a large native force 
was drawn up to meet Mr. Bevan as he descended the same river 
when travelling there some years ago. The conduct of the 
Papuan constables on this occasion was most satisfactory. 

On the 24th March the party went through the Aumotury 
Channel, and had friendly communication with the two large 
villages of Anawaida and Oteai, both on the south side of the 
passage. All the villages on the Omati River were then visited. 
They are all sago eaters, but some of them grow a few bananas, 
and some taro. The principal village is Baiaa, one of the largest 
in the Possession. The houses are of the Fly River pattern, and 
the men all armed with the bow and arrow. At Baiaa there are 
some cocoanut trees. There is a great deal of sago on the Omati. 
The natives were all armed and suspicious, but friendly communi- 
cation was had with them all while the party was ascending the 
river, At about a score of miles from the sea itis about one 
hundred and fifty yards wice and two and a-half fathoms deep. 

At about that spot the village of Naimesse was passed, its men 
coming out to trade. They did not carry their bows and 
arrows. A little beyond this place the Omati enters the low 
range of limestone hills, and breaks up into numerous small 
creeks. No natives were met with beyond Naimesse. A great 
fleet of canoes came out from Baiaa to meet the party as it 
descended. Manifestly they had not formed any plan of attack, 
many of them being in small canoes and unarmed, but some 
mischievous, disappointed individuals were detected in the act of 
drawing their bows to discharge arrows on the nearest of the party, 
and to frustrate them a few shots had to be fired at the bows of their 
canves, but no person was bit, and the other natives, who were 
looking on, were not much scared by this occurrence. 

On the 26th March, the Aird River, ascended by Captain 
Blackwood in 1845, was examined, and friendly communication 
was had with the two large villages of Neuri and Dubumabai, 
near its entrance on the east side, and later also with the village 
of Upua, on the opposite side. Theseare all sago-feeders, The 
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Kikori was again ascended, and a visit paid to Tumu, a village 
on the left bank on the limestone hills. No natives were met on 
the Kikori, and friendly communication was had with Tumu, 
although they were extremely suspicious. It would be a favour- 
able locality for the establishment of a station. 

The country generally, from the Fly to Cape Blackwood, is too 
low and wet for European settlement. There isn» communication 
between the Fly and Aird River tribes, but intercourse will now 
gradually be opened up between them. Except sago, the natives 
have little to offer asan article of export. Mr. Cameron’s sketch 
map* gives a good idea of this part of the Possession. 


26. When the examination of the western end of the gulf was 
completed it was decided to proceed west to the boundary with 
Dutch New Guinea, as this was about the time when the Dutch 
tribes cross the frontier to maraud along the western coast of the 
Possession. 

Oa the 5th April a strong party started from Mabudauan, and 
went along the coast westward, carefully examining the old Tugeri 
camps on the way. It was clear that their halting-places on the 
Mai Kussa and Wasi Kussa had not been occupied for a year. 
A night was spent near the mouth of the Morehead, and next 
night was passed at sea opposite the boundary. No recent trace of 
the Tugeri tribes was seen. 

The coast was examined by the party for nearly two score of 
miles past the boundary, but, to not violate Dutch territory, the 
boats had to keep about three miles off the land. No sign 
of permanent occupation was seen until a point some thirty or 
thirty-five miles west of the 141 degrees of east longitude was 
reached. Thereabout groves of cocoanut trees came into sight. 
According to some of the natives that took Mr. Montague west, 


they landed him at a village in that locality. 


27. On the 5th June it was reported at Port Moresby that 
the Tugeri tribes had invaded the western end of the Possession, 
and had penetrated as far as Mabudauan. A start was made 
three days later for the west, with the object of repelling the 
marauders by force. It was found, on arrival at the station, that 
the invasion was no myth, that the’ Tugeri had come along the 
coast to that place, and had fled when they saw the constabulery turn 
out armed. ‘Their traces were followed upas fast as possible by 
a strong party, but the flight of the Tugeri had been so precipitate 
that their return camp in Thomson Bay appeared to have been last 
occupied about a week or ten days before it was reached by us, 
It was clearly useless to continue tle pursuit any further, as it was 
manifest they could not then be on the British side of the boundary. 
Not a native was seen on the coast between Mabudauan and 
‘Thomson Bay, as the pursuing party went west, so thorough is the 
depopulation effected by these ravaging tribes, As is well known, 
the sovereignty of the Netherlands is accepted as being in force 
en 
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in the western portion of New Guinea up to the 141st degree of 
east longitude. In consequence of this the authorities of the 
Possession cannot reach these people in their homes, which appear 
to be about two score of miles inside of Netherlands territory. 
Nothing whatever has been done by the Netherlands Government 
to restrain or to civilise these tribes, the incursions of which bave 
been a most serious drawback to the work of administration 
generally, while they have been ruinous to the country that lies 
west of Mabudauan. This could easily be stopped were it not 
eee the Tugeri are shielded by the sovereignty of the Nether- 
ands. 


GovERNMENT PROPERTY AND WORKS— 


28. During the year the schooner “ Hygeia” was laid up and 
sold, and a ketch of about a dozen tons was built to take the 
place of the schooner, Experience showed that the larger vessel 
cost about £1,700 a year, and that nothing was more clear than 
that the services performed by that craft were ridiculously out of 
proportion to the outlay. The ketch cost, before reaching her 
station, fully £600. It is anticipated that much more work will 
be performed by the smaller vessel, and at a greatly reduced 
expenditure, 

Several pieces of land were purchased from natives, generally 
after it had been applied for by intending purchasers. Purchases 
of land from natives are seldom made, if not required for 
settlement by Europeans or others; but 3,000 or 4,000 acres 
bought near to Port Moresby remains in the possession of the 
Crown, It is chiefly grazing land. 


29. The principal works executed during the year are 
mentioned in the reports of the officers appended hereto :— 


At Mabudauan a fine roomy house was built for the consta- 
bulary, of timber sawn on the station. More land was cleared 
and planted, but it is not of good quality, so that the station could 
only with difficulty be made self-supporting. Among the maps* 
attached to this Report will be found one of the district from the 
Pahouri to the Oriomo, showing the course of those two rivers 
as far as they are navigable by boats, and giving the approximate 
positions of the several tribes occupying that part of the country. 
This map was prepared by Mr, Cameron, 

At the Mekeo Government Station several acres have been 
cleared and planted, and now the establishment does not require 
to .purchase vegetable food. House accommodation for the 
constabulary and for storage was built, with other outhouses, A 
well was sunk and properly fitted up with walling and gear. A 
substantial slab fence has been built round tle station; anda 
large embankment has been made at the landing-place on the 
river. Many introduced plants of economic value have been 
successfully planted and tended there. 


* Not printed, 
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30. A detailed account of the work performed by the prisoners 
at Port Moresby will be found in the Report* of Mr. F. E. Lawes, 
Resident Magistrate for the district. It comprises road making, 
feucing, house-building, digging wells, clearing cocoanut planta- 
tions, and many other things. The planting of cocoanuts was 
continued near Port Moresby as far as means and opportunity 
permitted. 

At Rigo Station a new well was dug and made serviceable <A 
substantial prison and quarters for the constabulary were built, 
and the planting of cocoanuts was continued ; there are now 
about 3,000 of these planted out. ‘This station grew the vege- 
table food required for the constabulary, and supplied some for 
use at Port Moresby. 

At Samarai a suitable church was built, food was planted, and 
several acres of land on the mainland cleared and planted with 
cocoanuts. The whole island is now planted. Very little work 
could be performed at the Magistrate’s station at Bogoya, Misima, 
as the land obtainable there is limited in quantity. But a number 
of imported fruit trees are doing well about the station. 
Permanent buildings were not erected there, and the station is to 
he shifted to Nivani Island. 

‘he Government has, in round numbers, planted altogether 
about 25,000 cocoanuts. It would be very greatly to the advan- 
tage of the future if the same rate of planting could be continued 
for the next ten years. 

A great drawback to the introduction of economic plants is the 
fact that the soil at Port Moresby is not well suited for such a 
nursery. There is want of shade and of water there. The 
Government station at Mekeo is in every way well adapted to 
such a purpose, but it is at an inconvenient distance from the 
port, and there is often much risk in transporting tender plants 


there. 


EsTaBLISHMENTS, 


31. Officers employed in the service of the Government on the 
30th June last were as follows :— 


Date of assuming Emoluments 
Office, Name. Office. per Annum. 
Port Moresby. 
Administrator ~« -| Sir William MacGregor, | 4th September 1888- | 1,50027. and 200%. 
M.D., K.C.M.G. allowanice, 
Private Secretary - | Hon. M. H. Moreton e | 7th November 1890- | 300/. 
Chief Judicial Officer -| Hon. F, P. Winter, C.M.G.| 24th October 1888 - | 1,000U. 
Government Secretary - | Hon, A. Musgrave - | 4th September 1888 | 5007. and 2001. 
allowance. 


The above are provided for by the sums reserved to Her Majesty by the Letters Patent. 


* Not printed. 
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Emoluments 


Date of assumin, 
Office. Name. O per Annuni, 


Ce. 


Port Moresby—continued. 


Treasurer - -| The Hon. T. H. Hatton- | lst October 1890 - | 3002. 
Richards. 
pee ea Consta- | George Wriferd - - | 1st October 1890 - | 3002. 
Government Printer -| J. G. Allen - - | 4th September 1888 | 3002. 
Government Storekeeper | A. W. Butterworth - | 9th October 1890 + | 2002. 
Gaoler and Overseer - |! DennisGleeson - - | 4th September 1888 | 2507. 
Government Surveyor - | J. J. Cobon . - | 18th July, 1891 - | 4502, 
Assistant Surveyor -| R.d. Kennedy’ - - | 18th July, 1891 - | 1002. 
Samarai. 
Sub-Collector of Customs | David Ballantine - - | 25th July 1889 » | 2282. 
Magisterial, 
on a Rlepietrate, James Martin Hennessy - | 1st April 1892 - ne ae ote 


Resident Magistrate, | Henry Neville Chester ~- | 30th October 1891 - | $002. 
Louisiades. 


Resident Magistrate, | Hon. F, E. Lawes - | 28th October 1890 
Central Division, 


£507. 


Resident Magistrate, | Hon. B. A. Hely - - | 21st October 1888 - | 5007. 
Western Division. 
Government Agents. 
Rigo District - - | A.C. English - - | 28th June 1890 = | 2502. 
Mekeo District - - | C. Kowald - . - | 9th October 1890 - | 2004. 


SS. “ Merrie England.” 
Master - - - | John A. Young - - | 29th April 1892 - | 38007. 
Henry Phillips - - | 8th August1889 - | 252. 


Chief Engineer - 


32. The Chief Judicial Officer was some three months on leave 
of absence from the Colony. No sittings of the Central Court 
were held during that period. The Government Secretary 
was absent on leave after tne end of February. The duties of 
that officer were very efliciently discharged by Mr. Richards, in 
addition to his own particular functions. Mr. Winter attended to 
the local audit during the absence of Mr. Musgrave. Mr. Heiy 
was on vacation leave for three months, but was detained by 
illness to the end of the year beyond the Possession. Mr. Lawes 
was also granted vacation leave for three months, but did not 
take advantage of the full term. 


33. No case of serious illness occurred; but mosi of the officers 
had slight attacks of fever. 


34. The armed constabulary lost two men during the year, 
both Solomon Islanders. One of them committed suicide when 
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suffering from mental aberration ; the other died in hospital at 
Brisbane, of typhoid fever according to report, when on the 
way to Sydney to bring up the new lugger. 


35. It is much to be regretted that the funds at the disposal of 
the Government do not permit of any further extension of the 
Civil Service of the Possession. Government Agents are wanted 
—one in the Western District, another in the Gulf of Papua, one 
iu the Mairu District, one on the North-east Coast, and one at 
Kiriwina. This would involve an additional expenditure of 
nearly £2,000, and therefore cannot at present be undertaken. If 
these appointments could be made, the whole coast line of the 
Colony would soon be completely under control. In last year’s 
Report it was stated that the coast line of the mainland is 1,320 
miles, and that of the islands 1,070 miles. But more accurate 
measurements give a total coast line for the Possession of 3,664 
statute miles—1,728 on the mainland, and 1,936 on the islands. 
If this length of line is remembered, the number of officers desired 
in order to bring it under authority will be considered to be very 
moderate. . It has not been felt that the present time is so 
prosperous as to justify any actual request for increased ex- 
penditure. The most rigid economy is necessary to make ends 
meet with the establishments constituted as at present. 


36. The employment of the natives of the country as boatmen, 
policemen, gaol warders, &., has been persevered with, and the 
results may be considered sat'sfactory. It is equally advantageous 
as a means of education for a considerable number of natives, and 
as an arrangement that is economical for the Treasury. 

The number of men employed as policemen in their own villages 
is being slowly but steadily added to. The plan has been so 
successtul that some legislation will be proposed soon to put them 
on a regular and legal footing, as the experiment has proceeded 
sufficiently far to show that the village police can be made a 
very useful and important service, while its cost will be very 
little. 


METEOROLOG@Y. 


37. Stations for meteorological observations have been estab- 
lished at Port Moresby, Samarai, Mekeo, and Mabudauan. 
Unfortunately, complete records can hardly be procured except 
at Port Moreshy, owing to the fact that officers at other stations 
are often necessarily absent from their headquarters on other 
duties. At Mekeo the observations have been undertaken by the 
Rey. Pare Vitali, of the Sacred Heart Mission. The records of 
observations were forwarded to Mr. Wragge, Government Meteor- 
ologist of Queensland, who has kindly prepared the report and 
tables annexed hereto as Appendix V.* 


* Not printed, 
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From the tables it will be seen that the mean atmospheric 
pressure for the year 1891, at Port Moresby, taken at 9 a.m,, was 
29°919. 

The grand mean temperature for the year was 83°0°. The highest 
shade temperature for the year, 96°2°, was registered on the 2nd 
February ; the lowest, 72°, on the 27th August, giving an extreme 
range of temperature of 242°. The difference between the mean 
minimum and the mean maximum temperature of the month is 
greatest about the change of winds, 11:4° in April and May, and 
11:25° in October and November. 


The rainfall for the year was 72 inches, of which fully 53 inches 
fell in the first five months of the year; only 2 inches fell in the 
last three months. It rained on 95 days. 


The figures for Samarai cover twelve months, from April, 1891, 
to March, 1892. The rain measured there amounted to 126’ 
inches, and it fell on 174 days. During the three months of July, 
August, and September 59 inches were recorded at Samarai, and 
only 15 inches fell during the same period at Port Moresby, 
Mugula (Dufauré Island) is the locality where the Port Moresby 
and Samarai climates seem to meet. 


At Port Moresby the wind blows generally from the north- 
west from January to April inclusive, at other times from the 
south-east, But further west, where free of the mountain ranges, 
it comes more generally from the west or south-west than from 
the north. In the east end a south-west wind is probably the 
most frequent one from December to April. 


The rainfall for Mabudauan, as marked in the tables, 53°5 
inches, merely indicates the measurements actually made, and does 
not represent the rainfall for the year. 


TRADE, 
Imports. 


38. The total of Imports entered at Port Moresby and Samarai 
respectively, has been :— 


Year. | Samarai. Port Moresby. Total. 
| oe Bo aad, fo & d 
1888-89 - - 6,016 0 O 5,019 0 9 11,108 O O 
1889-90 ~ “ 6,798 O 9 9,305 0 0 16,104 0 0 
1890-91 - - 7,455 0 O 8,075 0 0 15,530 0 OU 
1891-92 - - 10,379 0 0 13,377 0 O 23,756 0 0 
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The prineipal items were :— 


A Pn ne = er 


-_ | 1888-89. | 1889-90. | 1890-91. 1891-92. ~ 
£ £ £ | £ 

T’ood stuffs - - 5,400 7,124 4,463 6,037 
Drape:y = i 1,185 1,392 1,457 2,183 
Tobacco and cigars - 996 1,290 9,354 3,257 
Hardware - - 927 1,123 1,535 2,677 
Beverages - - 805 1,143 688 890 
Clothes - - 550 190 255 705 
Building materials - 246 1,086 1,224 1,965 
Other articles - 999 2,756 3,554 6,091 

OPEN rex Fo 11,108 16,104 15,530 23,755 


ee, 


The increase on tobacco is an indication of the more extensive 
employment of natives, who are, to a large extent, paid for work 
in that article. ‘The quantity of building materials has been 
brought about by the additional settlement of Europeans in the 
Possession. 


Exports. 


The total value of exports, as entered at the Custom-house, 
has been :-— 


Year. Samarai. Port Moresby. Total. 
| 
& | £ £ 
1888-89 - - $,071 871 5,943 
1889-90 - ° 5,458 997 6,455 
1890-91 - - 7,678 755 8,134 
1891-92 - - 8,099 3,190 11,289 


In the above figures for 1891-92 there is included an export of 
894 ounces of gold, valued at 2,995/.; but, through the kindness 
of Mr, Burkitt, the quantity of gold entered at Cooktown from 
New Guinea during the year can be stated here. It was 1,235 
ounces, which would have been worth at least 4,3221. 

That the produce of gold is falling off is shown by comparison 
with previous years. 
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Gold entered at the Custom-house, Cooktown, from the 


Possession, has been :— 

—— | 1888-89, | 1889-90. | 1899-91, 1891-92. 
Ounces - : 3,850 3,470 2,426 1,235 
Value - -| £14,887 £12,440 £8,371 £4,822 


During the year there were about two score of diggers, on an 
average, on each of the islands of Misima and Tagula. Only the 
men that are acclimatised, that know the natives, and can employ 
them as labourers, carriers, &c., can make a living. The alluvial 
washing is apparently now at an end, 

Like gold, the béche-de-mer fishery has been decreasing in value 
as an export, as shown by comparing the exports of different 


‘years. The produce of this fishery for the last four years has 
been :—~ 


Export of Béche-de-Mer, 


— | 1888-89, | 1889-90. 1890-91. 1891-92. 
Tons - - 883 703 643 49 
Value - - £2,178 £4,682 £5,030 £3,401 


As an industry this fishery cannot at any time assume much 
larger permanent importance, 


There was some revival in the pearl-shell fishery, the figures 
showing a value of 542]. as against 851. for the preceding year. 
The difficulty connected with this fishery continues to be, not the 
absence of good shell, but the too great depth of the water in 
which it is found. Copra will, undoubtedly, soon become the 
principal export. At present this industry is in its infancy, but 
in a few years it will be of great importance, and it will have the 
special advantage over gold, pearl shell, and béche-de-mer of 
giving a perennial yield, which cannot but grow with time. 


The copra exported has been :— 


1888-89 ° - 76 tons, valued at 5501, 
1889-90 . - AR RRA. oy 2501. 
1890-91 - ¢ [ie ot ea ney 
1891-92 ~ - 340 ‘5 4 2,084, 


The profits derived from this export do not appear to be consider- 
able under present arrangements freight being too costly ; but no 
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doubt that will after some time be remedied, when vopra-making 
will speedily increase. 

It will be noticed that 42 tons of of sandal-wood were exported, 
valued at £290, This export will be of some use for a few years 
until more permanent articles of production are made available, 
but it will not last longlin any one district, and that which is nearest 
the coast will soon be exhausted. 


Shipping 
39. No foreign shipping visited the Possession during the year. 


The total number of foreign-going vessels that entered during the 


twelve months was thirty-two, of 3,443 tons; clearances were twen- 
ty-two, of 2,226 tons. Two sailing vessels traded regularly—one 
from Cooktown, chiefly to the east end of the Possession, and the 
other from Thursday Island, to the central districts, 


Postal. 


40.- As indicated in paragraph 7, the Possession joined the 
Universal Postal Union during the year, but without thereby in 
any way changing its relations and arrangements with the 
Queensland Department. Postal business has been as follows :— 


Article. 1888-89. | 1889-90. | 1890-91. | 1891-92. 
Letters received - - - 2,366 3,166 2,664 4,393 
Letters despatched - - 2,587 2,586 2,191 3,917 
Packets received - ° 93 111 142 43 
Packets despatched . - 98 84 88 78 
Newspapers received - - 4,071 6,844 6,042 8,505 
Newspapers despatched - - 574 590 468 756 
eet PR OF ee Fe ea TET EER ICOM 22S Ce Sy MES ns Oe, 


Misston Work. 


41. The principal event during the year in regard to Mission 
work was the commencement of operations by the Wesleyan Church, 
Their first party arrived from Sydney, accompanied by: the Rev. 
George Brown, in the month of June, 1891, and promptly set 
about establishing themselves on Dobu. In a surprisingly short 
time a substantial dwelling-house was built there, and South Sea 
Island teachers were stationed in a number of native villages. 
Four European ministers and some two dozen native teachers 
formed the first party. ‘he Chairman of the Mission is the Rev. 
W. Bromilow, who had, from the first, a very able and devoted 
helper in Mrs. Bromilow. Besides the headquarters of the Mission 
at Dobu Island, a Mission was opened at Pannaetti, under the 
management of the Rey, Mr. Fellowes, Native teachers were 
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stationed amony several tribes on the islands of Dobu, Moratau 
(Fergusson), Duau (Normanby), Pannaetti, Pannapompon, Misima, 
Wari, and at East Cape, on the mainland. The progress achieved 
in settling and housing the teachers put in clear relief the energy 
and activity of the Mission. The work done among the natives 
was, in all probability, as great as, if not greater than, has ever 
been accomplished by any new mission among people equally bar- 
barous in the same space of time. The moment had come for the 
zommencement of Mission work in that part of the Possession. 
The most powerful of the tribes were beginning to perceive that 
a new force—the Government—was making its presence and 
power felt among them. Some time before the arrival of the 
Mission, Dr. Loria stopped a head-hunting expedition which was 
leaving Dobu, by threatening to report the matter to the Govern- 
ment if they proceeded any further. They had, when the Mission 
was opened, reached the stage when bad advice might have brought 
them into serious collision with the Government, or when wise 
counsel would be of infinite value to them. The Mission has 
so ably and loyally utilised the opportunity that, if their work is 
continued with the devoted earnestness with which it has been 
begun, the social and moral position of all the islands will in a very 
few years be changed beyond recognition. 


42. The Anglican Mission, which had taken up as its field the 
north-east coast from Cape Ducie to Mitre Rock, was completely 
stunned by the death of the Rev. A. Maclaren, at the end of the year. 
He was possessed of all the high qualities that seemed necessary to 


make a mana great missionary among such a people—enthusiasm, 


originality, and strong sympathy. High hopes were entertained as 
to the work he and his Mission would be able to accomplish among 
the native tribes. His death was a very serious public loss. Under 
the management of the Rev. C. King, the Mission-house at Wedau 
has been completed, and all is now prepared at the station for the 
reception of other workers. Mr. King has established services and 
a school for the natives nearest the station. 


43. The London Missionary Society, the pioneer mission of the 
Possession, made considerable progress in opening new stations and 
in improving the old ones. In the east end several new teachers 
were placed by the Revs. A. Walker and C. W. Abel, and they 
have built and constructed a model station at Kwato as the head- 
quarters of their district. 

The Rev. W. Pearse also took up more ground with new 
teachers, and had one ofthe Gospels translated into the Kerepunu 
tongue and printed, with some useful school-books. The Rev. 
Mr. Dauncey had for a large part of the time the whole of the 
Motu district under his care. Some new stations were taken up in 
that district also. The Rev. W. G. Lawes saw, during the year, the 
completion of his great task—the translation into the Motu tongue, 
and the publication, of the New Testament. Time and experi- 
ence will show that this has been done in a most able and scholarly 
manner, In the Motu Motu district the Rev. James Chalmers has 
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perseveringly continued his work among the impulsive and 
boisterous tribes of that country. He has unquestionably been a 
powerful factor in diminishing quarrels and bloodshed in that part 
of the Possession, During the year he also began to take in hand 
the nearly extinct Fly River Mission, which greatly needed the 
directing influence of a man of the experience, courage, and energy 
of Mr. Chalmers. 


44, Much progress was made by the Sacred Heart Mission 
during the year in the Mekeo district, under the superintendence 
of Bishop Verjus. Working loyally and harmoniously with the 
Government, Bishop Verjus was able, by his energy and wisdom, 
to render assistance to the officers of the Government in resettling 
some of the tribes of the district after the intertribal conflict which 
necessitated the forcible interference of the Government, and at 
the same time to strengthen the position of the Mission with the 
natives of the locality. Several new stations were opened during the 
year. That under Pére Vitali, at Inawi, made remarkably 
satisfactory advancement. He built a large, substantial, handsome 
ehurch, of which the Inawi people are not a little proud. 

There is good reason to believe that all the more important 
tribes on the south coast will, before long, be more or less under 
wissionary influence. The largest gap is at present in the Gulf 
of Papua, but that will, in all probability, speedily be reduced by 
the means for travelling now being provided for Mr. Chalmers. 
The four Missions now at work will, ina few years, practically 
cover all the coast line, but it will probably be several decades 
before all the inland tribes are supplied with teachers, 


LAND. 


45. A few applications were received during the year for the 
purchase of land for European settlement, but the smallness of the 
number was very disappointing. Practically all that were made 
were complied with. 

A surveyor was employed during the year, and the first Crown 
Grant was issued shortly before the end of the twelve months, 

A considerable number of claims to Jand were dealt with, but 
these can better be reported on after the Crown Grants have been 
issued for them. 


PRISONS. 


46, No department of the Administration has been more 
successful then that of prisons. There are now prisons at 
Mabudauan, Mekeo, Port Moresby, Rigo, and Samarai. 

There are some half-dozen long-sentence prisoners at Mabu- 
dauan, in addition to which there are casual cases waiting for trial 
or serving sentences of a few days imprisonment under the Native 
Regulations, 

Half-a-dozen long-sentenced men have also been sent to the 
Mekeo Station on account of their labour, and 4 similar number 
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have been transferred to the Rigo Station for planting, growing 
food, &c. 


The chief prison still remains at Port Moresby. Fifty-six 
persons were received into prison there, and forty were trans- 
ferred or discharged. There was no death. The maximum 
number in gaol was thirty-four, the minimum fourteen. 


This prison has been, in its management, all that could reason- 
ably have been desired. In consequence of the strict discipline, 
the regular hours of labour and of rest, the daily school lessons, 
the services of a chaplain on Sunday, and, above all, the firmness, 
steadiness, and kindness of Mr. Dennis Gleeson, head gaoler, who 
takes a deep personal interest in each individual prisoner, this 
prison has become a very valuable educational and civilising 
institution. In several districts returned prisoners are the firm 
and sure supporters of the Government. 


The two great difficulties—an excessive mortality, and the 
incessant escape of prisoners-——that had at first to be contended 
with have been completely overcome. 


The state of health in the Samarai prison was very satisfactory. 
Sunday services are held there by members of the London 
Missionary Society from the neighbouring island of Kwato. The 
number of prisoners kept there is not, as a rule, over a dozen or 
fifteen. The two principal prisons were several times inspected 
during the year, and were found to be clean and well kept. The 
buildings are substantial and suitable in every way. 


FINANCE. 


Revenue. 


47, The amount of revenue paid into the Queensland Treasury 
by the Possession during the year was 4,7831. 16s. 5d. It is 
compared below with that of the three preceding years :— 


Items. 1888-89. | 1889-0. 1890-91. | 1891-92. 

£ s. d. £8. d. Lie Std. Pos. di 

Customs dues - - |2,419 10 2 | 2,893 10 4 |2,525 13 2 | 4,428 14 11 
Goldfield receipts - 1s7. it 20 15 0 2B fe (OY (0 24 0 0 
Fees, shipping and court 118 0 410 0 4 3 0 10 14 oO 
Fines’ - - - 25 13 6 4110 0 46°"5 0 34.0 0 
Licenses - - - 2) 02-0 Td 07-50 zi 0 0 136 15 0 
Miscellaneous - - 4213 2 44 8 0 53 18 2] 149 12 6 
Total - - | 2,679 11 10 /3,015 18 4 |2,673 19 4 4,783 16 5 
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A very considerable increase will be noticed under Customs 
dues. It has arisen without any change in the tariff, and is a 
result of growth ia trade and settlement. 


Expenditure. 


48. The full sum of 15,0002. available for the current 
Administrative services for the year, was expended. The actual 
expenditure is classified below, and compared with that of previous 
years :— 


Head of Expenditure. | 1888-89. 1889-90. 1890-91. | 1891-92. 
| 
2 & dd, £ 8. ode £ sd £. sed: 

Civil List salaries - | 2,633 19 7 |3,300 0 0/38,290 12 8 |3,300 0 oO 
Other salaries - - {1,796 0 6 |2,381 18 6 |3,476 10 51|3,559 2 0 
Vessels and boats - |2,747 11 4/2,564 3 0/2,988 16 31/2,993 6 5 
Allowances—house and | 1,296 13 11 {2,548 3 2/1,500 0 01/1,356 0 5 

travelling — for all 

officers. 
Buildings - - 185 1 10/1,144 19 38 979 O 8 780 10 I 
Agriculture - - 210 0 187 ll 9 355 9° 2 335 12 3 


445 0 0 _ — — 


Mail service 


1,662 14 1/2,898 9 8 | 2,459 10 10 |2,675 8 10 


Total - - |10,769 11 3 14,975 5 4 {15,000 0 0 |15,000 0 0 


Miscellaneous 


The full ameunt voted was expended on Civil List salaries. 
On other salaries there was a saving of 165/. 18s., which arose 
from temporary vacancies in certain offices, On vessels and boats 
there was an excess of expenditure of 4711. 19s. 9d. This arose 
from the necessity of obtaining a vessel fit for sea, for the use 
of the Resident Magistrate in the Eastern Division, to replace 
the “ Hygeia” when Jaid up for sale. An excess of 1801. was 
necessary On buildings. A strong and fire-proof room had to be 
built for important records, and the female prison at Port Moresby 
had to be reconstructed, while some extra expense was incurred on 
buildings at the Rigo Station. A considerable sum had to be 
expended on repairs. 


Exploration Fund. 


49. The year began with a credit to this account of 7171. 8s. 2d. 
Of this, 2087. 3s, 2d. was expended, leaving a balance of 5091. 5s. 
at the end of the year. The expenditure charged to this account 
was mainly in connection with the geological examination made. 
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of part of the Possession, and in payment of an engineer for the 


bririsu 


t34 


launch “Ruby ” when examining the west end of the Gulf of New Guixes. 


Papua. 


SS.“ Merrie England.” 


50. The tctal expenditure in connection with the ss. “ Merrie 
England ” was 7,469/. 8s. 3d., but 534/. 11s. of this was covered by 
refunds and earnings, leaving a net expenditure of 6,934. 17s. 3d., 
or 51. 16s. 10d. lessthan for the preceding twelve months. As 
was the case for the previous year, the Imperial Government 
gave 5,000/ and the contributing Colonies 2,000/. for the main- 
tenance of the steamer. 

During the year the “ Merrie England ” used 701 tons of coal, 
and ran about 15,000 miles. 


Nativr DIALEcrts. 


51. Of the progress made in studying the native dialects during 
the year, only two results are given here—vocabularies of the 
Kiriwina and Dobu languages—which will be found as 
Appendix U.* 


The former is of special interest on account of the position of 


that group, between the mainland of New Guinea and the Pacific 
islands that lie to the east of Kiriwina, There has been much 
difficulty in obtaining any considerable knowledge of this language, 
owing to the all but complete absence of interpretation of any 
kind. : 

The Dobu vocabulary is of great value. It has been prepared by 
the Rev. W. Bromilow, the Chairman of the Wesleyan Mission, 
who knows this language far better than any. other European. It 
is, as printed, sufficiently extensive for all practical purposes, and 
its accuracy can be relied on. In all probability it will become the 
literary, and in that way the general, native language of the 
D’Entrecasteaux Group and of some of the neighbouring islands. 


SCIENTIFIC CONTRIBUTIONS. 


52. A good deal of the scientific work undertaken during the 
year remains in an uncompleted furm, and cannot be included in 
this Report. Mr. A. Gibb Maitland, of the Queensland Geo- 
logical Survey, visited the Possession, and he has since prepared an 
elaborate report of great value and interest. Mr, Maitland has 
dealt with the whole subject of the Geology of the Possession as 
far as it is known, reviewing the work of previous observers and 
adding thereto his own observations and studies. In this way he 
has produced a Report that will serve as a point of departure for 
all future geological work in connection with the Possession, — 


* Not printed. 
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REpPorTS BY OFFICERS. 


53. The several Reports* by officers, comprised in Appen- 
dices O to R hereto, will be found to be well worth perusal. Mr. 
Lawes shows that the natives of the Central district were unusually 
comfortable during the year, and that much planting was carried 
on by them. Trade between natives and Europeans, and the 
planting of cocoanuts, also made satisfactory progress there. 
Many claims to land were investigated. He also gives a detailed 
account of the work performed by prisoners in the district. In 
one or two districts ground has been temporarily lost among 
quiet but suspicious tribes. 

Mr. Morton’s Report on the Eastern Division is of special 
importance, as there was no report on that division in last year’s 
Annual Report. The favourable opinion he formed of the conduct, 
disposition, and receptive faculties of the natives is very encourag- 
ing, He found them “most amenable to order.” The 
enumeration of improvements carried out during Mr. Moreton’s 
term of office will show that prisoners were not allowed to be idle 
at Samarai, 

Mr. Kowald’s Report* on the Mekeo district gives a fairly 
correct idea of the work carried on there by the Government 
Agent. It shows that peace has been established among all the 
powerful tribes living under his jurisdiction, as at present 
constituted, and that the cultivation of new products is likely to 
be of much importance. 

Mr. A, C. English shows that the tribes of his district have 
been settling down into peaceful communities, some of which 
have been preparing large cocoanut plantations. There was, 
during the year, no case of murder in his district; up to two 
years ago murder was an extremely common occurrence in that 
Locality. 

Owing to the change of officers in the Louisiades and in the 
Western Division, there are no specific reports from those districts, 


GENERAL. 


54. The usual yearly visit was made by me to Brisbane for 
the despatch of business there. During that interval Mr. Winter 
acted as Deputy-Administrator in the Possession, and very 
efficiently performed the duties of that office. 

The usual kind assistance of the Government of Queensland 
was given in refitting s.s, “ Merrie England,” which was done 
under the general supervision of Captain Almond, Portmaster, 
and of Mr. Stewart, Iingineer. ‘The Possession had also to 
thank Sir Samuel W. Griffith, Premier of Queensland, for the 
services of other departments of the Government, as well as for 


* Not printed, 
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assistance in many matters of general business to which he gave 
personal attention. 


55. The Government of the Possession is under a great 
obligation to Mr. A. McDowall, the Surveyor-General of 
Queensland, and to Mr. R. H. Lawson, Chief Draughtsman, for 
the very great amount of trouble they have taken in having 
prepared the many sketch maps of different parts of the Possession 
got ready for this Report and for other purposes. Mr. McDowall 
has, with the greatest courtesy and kindness, performed many 
other useful services for the Possession, in procuring and forward- 
ing instruments and other articles. Without his co-operation, the 
geography of the colony could not have been nearly so well known 
as it is now, 


56. In the month of December Sir Samuel Griffith paid a 
short visit to the Possession, and saw the coast from Hall Sound 
to Wedau on the north-east coast, and also something of the 
islands at the east end of the mainland. This is the first visit 
that has been paid to the Colony by any member of the Govern- 
ments of the contributing Colonies. It is an event of so much 
importance in the history of the Possession that Sir Samuel 
Griffith’sdespatch to Your Excellency on this visit should clearly 
be included in this Report. It will be found as Appendix W.* 

It has always been felt by me that the Government of the 
Possession will be the stronger the better its work and aims are 
known to the Colonies that contribute the funds required to carry 
on the Administration. To make all Administrative proceedings 
as well known as has been practicable, full details have been from 
time to time supplied to Your Excellency in despatches from 
myself; but occasional visits, like that of Sir Samuel Griffith, by 
one of the leading statesmen representing the Colonies specially 
interested, cannot but be of the greatest value in conveying to the 
Colonial Governments and to the Secretary of State just ideas of 
the needs and circumstances of the Possession, and cannot fail at 
the same time to strengthen the hands of the Administrator, It 
should also not be lost sight of that the present arrangements for 
the government of the Possession will remain in force for less 
than six years, and that then the whole question of the future 
Administration of the country will come up for reconsideration. 
On this account also it is very necessary that at least a certain 
number of Australian statesmen should possess local knowledge 
of the country. 


57. The results of native administration appear, on the whole, 
fairly satisfactory for the year. In not a few districts natives are 
settling down to more systematic work in preparing exports for 
the trader. In certain others they have planted out very con- 
siderable quantities of cocoanuts for their own use and profit. In 
some of the districts where native murders were fearfully common 


SS 


* Not printed. 
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two or three years ago, this crime has completely disappeared or 
become very rare. No doubt what in these days may be called 
“much time” is required to acquaint the Papuan tribes with the 
working of Government and the impartial and beneficial action of 
law. But they possess an aptitude for such tuition which cannot 
but appear to be extraordinary to any person acquainted with the 
history of civilisation among the present existing cultured races 
of our globe. If the Papuans are allowed anything like a reason- 
able time—a time which, compared to that required for such a 
purpose by other races, would be a very short period—there can 
be no doubt that they will become a very considerable, if not an 
important, unit in the Australasian dominions of the Queen. 

During the year there was manifested a greater tendency on 
the part of the few non-native residents in the Possession to form 
plantations of cocoanut trees, &c. Every possible facility has 
been given to these men to encourage them to plant, and a few 
have taken advantage of the position and have made fair com- 
mencements; but there is great want of a number of men with 
some capital and a sufficient knowledge of the different branches 
of tropical agriculture, to introduce new industries and to show to 
the natives the results of steady application under the peace and 
order of civilisation, 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) ~Wm. MacGrecor, 
Administrator, 
His Excellency Sir Henry Wylie Norman, G.C,B., 
&c Src. &c. 
Governor of Queensland, 


No. 2. 
The Marquess or Riron to Sir H, W, Norman, 


Sir, Downing Street, February 8, 1893. 

I HAvE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Despatch of the 7th December last forwarding the Annual Report 
of the Administrator of British New Guinea for the year 1891-2, 

I entirely concur in the view expressed both by yourself and by 
Sir Samuel Griffith as to the value of the work which is being 


performed by Sir Wm. MacGregor within the Possession, 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) Rrron, 


Lonpown: Printed by Erne and Sporriswoopk, 
Printers to the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty. 
For Her Majesty’s Stationery Ofhce. 
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Presented to both Wougses of Parliament by Command of Ber Majesty, 
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LONDON: 


PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE, 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence from 


the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 

No. Colony. Year. 

35 | Jamaica - . : ° ai - | 1889-91 

36 | Victoria - - - a - | 1890 

37 British New Ginea - - - - | 1890-91 

38 | St. Vincent - “ -| 1891 

39 Bermuda - a = - z fs 

40 | Seychelles and Rodrigues - - - - | 1889 and 
1890 

41 | Gambia - ‘ F ‘ -| 1891 

42 | Barbados - P is & Z y . 

43 Turks Islands - - . # 2 Ke 

44 | Bahamas - - ~ - z - a 

45 | Fiji ~ - - - - - - 1890 

46 | Seychelles - - - - - | 1891 

47 | British Bechuanaland - - - - | 1890-92 

48 Malta a - - - - - | 1890 and 
1891 

49 Gibraltar - = - s = S 1891 

50 | Falkland Islands - a . = ‘ f 

51 Leeward Islands - - - 5% ws 7 

52 Grenada - - = : ss es Bs 

53 St. Lucia - = = & é. = i 

54 Labuan << - - . - 2 * & 

55 British Guiana - . - 3 7 

56 Zululand - - - a a e 

57 | Mauritius - - - . a ~ e 

58 Lagos - - - - “ e m 

59 Straits Settlements - . - = rs ~ 

60 | Ceylon’ - - - - - : M 

61 | Natal - - - - * - | 1891-92 

62 Basutoland - - = - “ . . 

63 | St. Helena - - - a - - | YRO1 

64 | Sierra Leone « - " “ : i 

65 | Jamaica - - - - - | 1891-92 

66 | Trinidad and Tobago - “ - =i" “2e94 

67 | Newfoundland - - - ° > 5 

68 | British New Guinea - - 7 - |1891-92 

69 | Victoria - - - - - : 1891 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
| 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture, 
2 Zululand - - - | Forests. 


3 | Sierra Leone . - | Geology and Botany. 
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No. 70. Bese 
RODRIGUES. em 


(For Report for 1890 see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 40.) 


The MaaistrRaTE of RoprieveEs to the ActiING COLONIAL 
SECRETARY. 


Rodrigues Magistracy, 
Sir, 24th June 1892, 
I wave the honour to transmit, herewith, my Annual 
Report for 1891. I have entered into rather lengthy details, as 
numerous errors have been made in my last year’s report (errors 
for which I cannot account). The present one will, I hope, enable 
the Honourable the Auditor General, whose totals of expenditure 
and Revenue for 1890 are correct, to see the difference in the 
items between the books of this office and those of the Audit. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) B. H. Coin, 
Magistrate. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, 
Mauritius. 


I.—TAaxATION, 


No change was made in the taxation of this island during the 
year 1891. 


IL—REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


The real revenue of 1891, (exclusive Rs. 
of Customs and sums collected 
in Mauritius) was - - 5,829.32 
Showing an increase of —- - 1,150.38 


On the revenue of 1890, which was - Rs. 4,678.94 


I 75840. Wt. 102380. 
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Rovriguxs. The expenditure of 1891, under esti- Rs. 
eae mates and special votes (without 
including payments made in 


Mauritius) was - - 21,746.37 
Showing an increase of - - 1,168.39 


On the expenditure of 1890; which 
was - ~ - ~ Rs.. 20,577.98 


The ratio of the revenue to the population of 1891 was Rs. 2.77 
and a fraction per head. The ratio of the expenditure was 
Rs. 10.36 and a fraction per head. 

The principal heads of revenue were :—Land rent, dog tax, 
pasturage dues, licenses, fines and forest revenue. 

The increase of expenses is to be chiefly attributed to— 
increase of salaries, repairs. to. boats, payment of vaccination 
fees for 1890,—arrears of increments paid to Mr. Ternel, qua- 
rantine expenses and census. 


ELL.—EsraBiLisHMENTs.. 


The cost of establishments in 1890 and 1891 shows the 
following: differences :— 


—_—_ | 1890. | 1891. 
Rs. Rs. 
Salaries “. - - - - 14,309 .67 17,017.86 
Allowances - - - - - 1,117.80 1,115.49 
Total - - - . 15,427.47 18,133.35 


1V.— PENSIONS. 


Rs. 1,336.32 were expended for pensions in £891 and a similar 
gum in 1890. 


V.— MAGISTRACY.. 


The magistrate’s salary paid at Rodrigues amounted to 
Rs.3,999.96 in 1891, against Rs.1,952.43 in 1890. 

The magistrate acts also as postmaster (Vide Post Office). 

The magistrate’s travelling expenses were Rs.106.44 in 1890, 
and Rs.159.00 in 189E. 

The magistrate bas a residence given him by Government and 
is allowed a Government labourer who receives Rs.240.00 per 
annum, 
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The stationery, books, &c, for the office are sent from 
Mauritius. 


VI. —Post OFFICE, 


The revenue collected in 1891 for postage and commission on 
money orders was Rs.139.66 and Rs.158.64 in 1890. 

The ietters received were 811 in 1891 and 125 in 1890— 
newspapers 554 in 1891 and 327 in 1890. 

The money orders drawn on Mauritius amounted to 
Rs.12,219.31 in 1891, and to Rs.15,826.46 in 1890. 

Orders were drawn on Rodrigues to the value of Rs.583 in 
1891, against Rs.393.79 in the preceding year. 

The expenditure amounted to Rs.120 in 1891, and to Rs.76 
in 1890 (Postmaster’s salary). 


VII.—Sramrep Papers AND LICENSES AND INTERNAL 
RSVENUE STAMPS. 


The following revenue was derived from the above in 1890 
and 1891 :— 


—— 1890. | 1891. 
Rs Rs. 
Stamped papers - - - - 
Receipt stamps ~ - - - 158.66. | 148.48 
| 
Stamps for bills of lading - - - |J 
Trade licenses - - - - . 
1,230.75 1,265.00 
Game licenses - - - - 
Total - 2 x = 1,389.41 1,413.43 


ee 


showing a difference of Rs.24.02 in favour of 1891. 


VIII.—Exrorts anpD Imports 


The exports exclusive of specie amounted to Rs.42,173 
against Rs.63,852.65 in 1890, showing a decrease of Rs.21,679.65. 

The imports amounted to Rr.110,073.96, against Rs.131,283.45 
in 1890, showing a decrease of Rs.21,209.49. 

The rate of export per head of population was Rs.20.10 
and a fraction in 1891, against Rs.31.76 and a fraction in 1890. 

The rate of import Rs,52.46 and a fractixn against Rs.65,31 
and a fraction in 1890. 
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]X.—SHIPPING. 


Under this head the year 1891 compared with 1890 shows 
the following differences :— 


1890. 1891. 


Tnwards - - 8 Inwards - - - 6 
Outwards’ - - 8 Outwards” - - - 5 


The subsidy for postal communication between Mauritius 
and Rodrigues (1890 and 1891) was paid in Mauritius. 


X.—PoPULATION AND VITAL STATISTICS. 


The population of this Depensely-< on the 3lst 


December 1890 was - - - 2,010 
Number of births in 1891 eee 109 
rs arrivals cage ~ - 52=161 
Number of deaths in 1891 _——- - - 22 
& departures ,, - - - 61=73 
Increase in 1891 - - ~ . - - 88 
Population on the 31st December 1891 -  - 2,098 


The birth-rate shows a decrease of __ births in 1891, if com- 
pared with the previous year. 


The death-rate a decrease of 58 deaths, 
There were no still-births in ]891 and three in 1890. 
Nineteen marriages were celebrated in 1891 and 44 in 1890, 


There were no marriages “ in articulo mortis ” in 1891, 
againet seven in 1890. 


A sum of Rs.400 was paid to the officers in charge of the 
census which was made in this island in1891. 


XJ.—EpvoaTIon (Annexure G). 


In 1891 there were two schools in operation at Rodrigues. The 
expenses thereof are paid by Government. 


=J 
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Port Mathurin School. 


Average number on roll 65, and average attendance 53, against 
59 and 46 in 1890, 


St. Gabriel School. 


Roll number 150, and average attendance 100, against 106 and 
73 in 1890. 


The costs of both schools (including Mr. Ternel’s arrears of 


increments for 1890 and 1891 paid in 1891) amounted to Rs.3509.14 
in 1891 and to Rs.3.141.42 in 1890, after deduction of the 
school fees, which amounted to RKs.98.50 in 1891, and te 
Rs.103.75 in 1890. School books and stationery (sent from 
Mauritius) were sold to the pupils of both schools to the 
value of Rs.69.20 in 1891 to Rs.64.09 in 1890. 


The annual cost to Government of each pupil inscribed on the 
roll at both schools was Rs.16.32 and a fraction in 1891, against 
Rs. 19.03 and a fraction in 1890, 


Prizes. sent from Mauritius were distributed to the pupils of 
both schools at the end of 1891. 


XIL—Jupiciat STATISTICS. 


Criminal Side. 


Number of informations filed, including 


applications for search warrants - ° Al 61 
Number of adjudications = - - - 36 43 
3 cases abandoned - - - 5 18 

=n persons convicted = = 35 338 

7 persons acquitted ° ss 6 15 


ee en am anion nmmniae Saneaa 


The most numerous charges were : Larcenies, abusive language 
and breach of forest and fishery laws. 


Civil Side. 


Tie number of civil cases entered in 1891 was 75, against 141 
in 1890. 


Rovearares. 
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Stipendiary. 
—w | 1890. | 1891. 
Number of cases entered - - - 10 18 
Criminal Side: 
Number of convictions = = a 7 6 
3 acquittals or - - - —_— 4 
PP cases given up - - - 3 4 
Civil Side: 
Number of cases for plaintiff - - - — 4 
” ” defendant - - eS 4 


The most numerous charges were for breach of contract, of which 
there were 14, against one in 1890. 


Engagements - - Lin 1891 and 4 in 1890. 
Discharges - - - 2 in 1891 and 4 in 1890. 


‘he total number of cases of all jurisdictions amounted to— 


Criminal - - - 41 in 1890 and 61 in 1891]. 
Civil = - - 141 > and 76 5 
Stipendiary - - - 10 «and 18 > 


—d 


192 » and 154 e 
showing a decrease of 38 cases on the year 1890. 


The court revenue in 189] was Rs.467.06, against Rs.296.10 


in 1890 (fees of office are included). 
The expenditure Rs.86.75, against Re,118.75 in 1890. 


XIII.—Gaots. 


Twenty-one persons were committed to gaol in 891 and 24 in 


1890. 

‘The prisoners’ extra rations amounted to Rs.31.98 in 1891, and 
to Rs.19.52in 1890. Rice and salt were sent from Mauritius. 

In 1891 a female prison warder had to be taken, and was paid 
Rs.19.75. 

The chief officer of police is keeper of the gaol and the 
constables act as prison guards. 
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XIV.—Poutce Force anp Forest RANGER. 


The expenses incurred in 1891 for these branches amounted 
to Rs.4,711.39, against Rs.4,661.64 in 1890. 

In the above amount of Rs.4711.39 are included salaries, 
allowances, salaries which had to be paid to new constables 
detained in quarantine, and passages of constables transferred 
to Mauritius. 

The police uniforms, clothing and boots were sent from 
Mauritius. 


XV.—MeEpIcAL BRANCH. 


The number of patients treated in the public hospital in 1891 
was 10, and 67 in 1890. 

2,064 received medical care at the dispensary, against 3,549 in 
1890, 

One death occurred in the hospital in 1891, and seven in 1890. 

The prevailing diseases were dysentery, worms and rheu- 
matism. 

102 children were vaccinated in 1891. 

The receipts on account of in-patients amounted to Rs.8.75 
in 1891, against Rs.13.50 in 1890, 

The total expenditure for the medical branch was Rs.2,859.63 
in 1890, and Rs.2757.82 in 1891, showing a difference of 
Rs.101.81 in favour of 1891. In the above sum of Rs.2,757.82. 
are included Rs.112.50 for Vaccination fees of 1890, and 
Rs.87.75 for hospital expenditure incurred the same year. 

The rent of the hospital was paid in Mauritius; the 5474 lbs. 
of rice given to the hospital servant to complete his rations 
were sent from Mauritius. 


XVI.—Poor Law. 


Tie same number of paupers were provided for in 1890 and 
1891, ie, 13 males and 6 females. Each pauper received 500 
granimes of rice “per diem” and a suit of drill at the end of the 
year. ‘The rice and clothing were sent from Mauritius. 

A sum of Rs,.254.25 was expended in 1890 for the relief 
and burial of the destitute inhabitants (during the influenza). 
No special assistance was required from Government in 1891. 


XVII.--—EccueEstAstiIcau. 


There are two Roman Catholic churches at Rodrigues, one of 
them is supported by Government (St. Gabriel Church). 
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The expenditure for the Roman Catholic church was 
Rs,2,730.44 in 1891 against Rs,3,541.56 in 1890. 

The catechist of the Church of England officiates at the 
Government School at Port Mathurin; he is paid by the London 
Missionary Society, 


XVIII.—LeEGIsuaTIoN. 


No speciai laws were enacted by the Legislative Council of 
Mauritius for this island. Proclamation No. 20 of 1891 extended 
the delay for taking the census at Rodrigues to the 3rd May 
1891. 


XIX.—REGISTRATION. 


Thirty-seven documents were registered in 1891, and 28 in 1890. 
The revenue derived thereby amounted to Rs.18.50 in 1891, 
against Rs.14 in 1890, 


X X.—METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


The Chief Officer of Police tuok daily observations which have 
been transmitted to the Director of the Royal Alfred Observatory 
at Mauritius. 

N. Ther. N. Bar. 


Highest temperature (indoors) 22nd January 


1891, 3pm... -- . - 08:06  30:120 
Lowest temperature (indoors) 29th July 

1891, 9 a.m. - - - - 68:07 30°340 
Heaviest rainfall in 24 hours, from 9 a.m, 

28th to 9 am. 29th January 1891. - 12 inch. 


The month of January was the month in which there was the 
heaviest rainfall:—the rain gauge marked 923 lines, which is 
equivalent to 94 inches. 

No hurricane visited the island in 1891. 

Mr. Mason, chief officer of police, received Rs.180.25 in 
1890 and Rs.182.50 in 1891 for taking these observations 
(charged under miscellaneous expenses). 


XXI.—ForEstT AND Crown LANDs, 


In 1891 there were 414 acres of land paid for by agriculturists 
at Rs.2 per annum the acre, for 1891, and 2124 acres for 1890. 

Thirty-two fishing posts were leased in 1890 and 1891; they 
fetched Rs.170 in 1891 (out of which Rs.50 are arrears of 1890) 
against Rs.140 in 1890 (arrears of 1889 included), 
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The islands were leased for Rs.56.75 in 1891, against Rs.36 
in 1889. 

The town lots (four) obtained Rs.25 in 1891, and Rs.20 in 
1890. 

The number of Government lessees in 1891 was 265, against 
261 in 1890. 

The Revenue actually received under the heading of Land Rent 
amounted to Rs.1,504.75 in 1891, and to Rs.898.30 in 1890. 
(Fishing posts, town lots, islands and other land leases are in- 
cluded therein.) 

The pasturage dues brought a Revenue of Rz.963 in 1891 and 
Rs.485 in 1890. 

The pasturage revenue is exclusive of the sum of Rs. 1,800 
paid by Mr. James Martin in Mauritius in 1891. 

No sale of land was made in 1891; a sum of Rs.140.34 was 
received for land sold previous to that year. No land was bought 
by Government in 1890 and 1891. 

The amount of forest produce sold was Rs.228.28c., in 1891, 
against Rs.247.95 in 1890. 

The outstanding land rent amounted to Rs.260 on the 31st 
December 1891, ¢.e., Rs.20 for 1890 and Rs.240 for 1891. 

A balance of Rs.472.05 was still due for pasturage fees on. 
the 3lst December 1891, without including Mr. Martin’s 
pasturage dues, which amounted to Rs.1,597.75 on the 31st 
December 1891. 

A sum of Rs.82 was paid in 1891 as compensation for land 
taken away from certain inhabitants for reserves, since 1888, 


X XIJI.—BuI.pines anv Boats. 


A sum of Rs.59.06 was expended in 1891 under the heading 
of Maintenance of Buildings (Estimates), against Rs.657.75 in 
1890. No new works were made in 1891 (boards, paint, glass, 
bolts, &c., are sent from Mauritius and paid for there), 

Rs.146.83 was spent for repairs of boats, against Rs.20 in 
1890. 

(Canvass and fixtures for boats are sent. from Mauritius.) 


X XIIJ.—Misce.tancous EXpensss (not referred to under any 
special heading of this Report). 


1. The cleaning of the town was made by two scavengers 
and one boatman (the salaries of the scavengers amounted to 
Re.312.00 in 1891 and to Rs.288.00 in 1890, (vide Establish- 
ments) ; the rations of each consisted * per annum ” of 540 Ibs. of 
rice sent from Mauritius, and of Rs.19.32 paid here for salt fish, 
&c. The boatman received Rs.120 “ per annum ”’ for towing 
the night-soil barge to sea ; no rations are given to him.. 
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2. A sum of Rs,209.27 was spent in 1891 for quarantine 
purposes, | 

3. Divers works not specially provided for under Item 26 
Sub-item 12 of Estimates (Maintenance of Buildings) cost to 
Government Rs.16.50 in 1891 and Rs.380.79 in 1890. 

4. Sundry payments were made to the amount of Rs.53.96 in 
1891, and Rs. 162.50 in 1890. 

5. The pilot received in 1891 Rs.55 as a gratuity for 
having been detained 11 days in quarantine.— Rs.10 were paid 
the same year to Forest Ranger Constance for special services 
during the influenza of 1890. 

6. Sums paid by error by the inhabitants were refunded to 
them to the amount of Rs.4 in 1891, and Rs.6.38 in 1890. 


Petty Supplies. 


Rs.15.56 were expended for petty supplies in 1891, and 
Rs.33.35 in 1890. 


Special Repayment. 


Rs.118.91 were refunded to Mr. E. Gellé in 1890 (a sale 
of land which had been made to him having been cancelled). No 
special repayment was made in 1891. 


XXIV.—Ricre Account. 


In 1889, 600 bags of rice were sent to Rodrigues. The 
cost price thereof, including charges, amounted to Rs.6,028.10 
The landing of the rice at Rodrigues cost Rs.39,50, making a 
total of Rs.6,067.60. 

The price fixed for the sale of the rice at Rodrigues was 
Rs. 6,073.10. 


Rs, 
The amount paid up to the 31st December 
1889, was - < - * - 15.18 
The amount paid up to the 31st December 
1890, was - ‘ 4 * = 1,630.07 
The amount paid up to the 31st December 
1891, was - - - - - 2,258.66 
Losses incurred by Death *  - - - 248.33 
Unrecoverable - - - - 289.96 
Carried to Paupers’ rice - - - - 5.59 
Total - Rs. 4,447.79 
Sum recoverable and outstanding ~— - Rs. 1,625.31 


asioeeenrrseercor erst aspen 


* Note.—Some widows and children paid part of the rice debt of those deceased ; 
this accouvts for that loss being only Rs.248.33 on the 31st December, 
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In December 1890, 600 bags were received here and sold in 1891, 
cost price, including charges, Rs.5,917.00. Landing at Rodrigues 
Rs.40. Total Rs.5,957.00. ‘Total value of sale price at Rodrigues 
Rs.5,958.92, #.e., sold :— 


Rs.. 
558 bags and 63 lbs.. “ - - - 5,584.30 
26 ,, damaged - ~ - - 234.00 
78 lbs. damaged - - - - 5.72 
15 bags carried to: paupers’ rice ~ - 135.00 
9 bs. missing - ~ ~ - - 0.90 
Total - Rs. 5,958.92 
Amount paid up to: 3lst December 189] - 2,496.13 
Unrecoverable - - - - - 165.00 
9 lbs, missing - - - ~ ~ 0.90 
Total - Rs. 2,662.03 
Sums recoverable-and outstanding - - Rs. 3,296.89 


In 1891, 200 bags of rice were sent to Rodrigues, but the sale 
thereof began ouly in 1892.. 


GENERAL REMARKS... 


‘The crop: was very poor in 1891, owing to the epidemic ot 
influenza which prevailed here in 1890 and which prevented the 
inhabitants from cultivating their land. I must, however, say that 
they showed an exceptional goodwill in paying their debts. 

It is to be regretted that there are no regular roads at Rodrigues, 
otherwise much might be done towards its improvement. 
Rs.3,500 must at least be spent to have decent roads, and 
I would suggest that the outstanding amount recoverable 
on the rice due by the inhabitants be paid by them in making 


roads. 


The civil and criminal laws require alterations, the magistrate’s- 


jurisdiction should be enlarged. It would be advantageous to 
extend to Rodrigues the laws applicable to District Courts ni 
Mauritius, with this “proviso” as regards Bench” matters,— 
that in all cases wherein the matter may be tried by a “ Bench” 
ni Mauritius, the magistrate of Rodrigues shall have jurisdiction 
to convict four a period not exceeding two years, Special 
authority should be conferred on the magistrate to try summarily 
cases of perjury. In nine cases out of ten perjuries are committed 


here. 
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nee Notarial powers may be given to the magistrate in order to 
891. mn 
nied: facilitate sales of land. 

Vanilla being planted on several estates, it is necessary, to 
prevent depredations, that Ordinance No. 7 of 1875 be extended 
to Rodrigues. The Fishing Regulation is defective ; an experiment 
has been made of late by the principal fishermen of the island, 
who stopped beating the tam-tam, and the result was beneficial to 
all. A special Article to Regulation 4 of 1882 prohibiting that 
mode of fishing may be framed. 

B. H. Coun, 

Rodrigues Magistracy, Magistrate. 

9th June 1892. 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year. 
62 Basutoland ° - - - - |1891-92 
3 St. Helena - - - - 1891 
64 | Sierra Leone : - » - . Po 
65 Jamaica - a - = - - | 1891-92 
66 Trinidad and Tobag: - - - - 1891 
67 | Newfoundland i - ct - de s 
68 British New Guinea - - - - | 1891-92 
69 Victoria - - - - - - 1891 
70 | Rodrigues - 2 - 2 ‘ . ~ 
71 Bermuda - - - M - - 1892 
72 | Fiji - - - - - -| 1891 
73 British Honduras - - - - - - 
74. | Turks and Caicos Islands - - - - | 1892 
75 Gibraltar - . « z . *s - 
76 | Bahamas - ~ - - 3 3 : 
77 | Leeward Islands - - - . - re 
78 | Trinidad and Tobago - - - - % 
79 | Malta . 5 z m : ai _ 
80 | Gambia - * « é ° 5 * 
81 Straits Settlements - z 3 rp Fs 
82 | Grenada - ° - 5 2 > F 
83 | Barbados - - - ~ ‘ - 2 
84 | St. Vincent . - ‘ . = 4 
85 | Hong Kong - - - - - ‘ 
86 | St. Lucia - - - . > ‘ 
87 Falkland Islands - = = - = a 
8S | Gold Coast - = m 2 re és 
89 | Basutoland - - - - - | 1892-93 
90 | Ceylon’ - - ° - - - | 1892 
91 Zululand - > - - A es 
92 Mauritius - - « - © - i 
93 Labuan - - ~ im % > b 
94 British Honduras - - - - z ‘s 
95 | Lagos - - - " - = . 
96 Sierra Leone . = ' " ‘ 
97 | Fiji = - ‘ P 2 é 2 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony. Subject. 

1 Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 

2 Zululand - - | Forests. 


3 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 
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No. 98. 
RODRIGUES. 


(For Report for 1891, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 70.) 


The MAaIstTRATE of RoprRiIGuEs to the Actina CoLONIAL 
SECRETARY, Mauritius. 


Rodrigues Magistracy, 
Sir, April 8, 1893. 

I wave the honour to transmit, herewith, my Annual 
Report on Rodrigues for the year 1892. The differences in the 
numbers mentioned in my Report for 1891 and those reproduced 
in the present one, are due to my having altered my former 


classifications. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) B. H. Corin, 
Magistrate. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, 


Report on the RoprigvEs Biue Book for the Year 1892. 


TAXATION; 


No change was made in the taxation of this island during the 
year 1892. 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


The revenue of 1892 (exclusive of Customs and sums collected 
in Mauritius) amounted to Rs.6,960.44 against Rs.5,894.90, in 
the preceding year ; and the expenditure was Rs.25,541.62 
against Re,24,010.36 in the year 1891. 

The principal heads of revenue were land rent, dog tax, 
pasturage fees, licenses, fines, and forest revenues, 

The increase of expenses is to be chiefly attributed to increase 
of salaries, new buildings and repairs, and quarantine expenses. 

I 79130. Wt. 10230. 
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ee ESTABLISHMENTS. 
— The cost of establishments in 1891 and 1892 shows the 


following differences :— 


— | 1891. | 1892. 
Rs. Rs. 
Salaries - - - 16,966.20 17,079.46 
Allowances - - - - - 1,115.49 1,357.80 
Total - “ 2 3 18,081.69 18,437 .26 
PENSIONS. 
Rs.1,336.32 were expended for pensions in 1892 and the same 
in 1891, 
MAGISTRACY. 
The following expenditure was incurred for the Magistracy of 
Rodrigues :— 
a= | 1891. | 1892. 
Rs. Rs. 
Salary of magistrate - - - - 3,999.96 4,999.92 
Salary of Postmaster - - - 120.00 120.00 
Travelling expenses - - - - 159.00 142.00 
Clerical assistance - . . - 240.00 480.00 
Government labourer and messenger - 240.00 249.00 
Total - - “ 4,758.96 5,981.92 


ine Magistrate has a residence. 
The stationery, books, &c., for the office are sent from 
Mauritius. 


Post OFFICE. 


The revenue collected in i892 for postage and commission on 
money orders was Rs.174.96 against Rs.139.66 in 1891. 

The letters received amounted to 811 in 1891 and to 951 in 
1892 ; the letters despatched to 724 in 1891 and to 1,113 in 1892. 

Newspapers 544 in 1891, and 725 in 1892. The money orders 
drawn in Mauritius amounted to Rs.12,219.31 in 1891, and to 
Rs.13,732.09 in 1892. 
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Orders were drawn on Rodrigues to the value of Rs.583 in 
1891, and of Rs.1,147.90 in 1892. 
The Magistrate acts as Postmaster. 


StaMPED Paprrs—Licenses AND INTERNAL REVENUE 
STAMPS. 


The following revenue was derived from the above in 1891 
and 1892 :— 


_ | 1891. | 1892. 
Rs. Rs. 
Stamped papers - - - : 
esd ti arivebae ‘ : ‘ \ 148.43 177.31 
Stamps for bills of lading - - - 
Trade licenses - - - - 1,265.00 1,253.36 
Game licenses - - 2 
Total - > - ~ 1,413.43 1,430.67 


Exports AND IMPORTS. 


The exports, exclusive of specie, amounted to Rs.71,366.38 
in 1892 against Rs.42,174 in 1891, showing an increase of 
Rs.34,172.38. The imports show a total of Rr.118,164.89 against 
Rs.110,073.96 in 1891, showing an increase of Rs.8,090.93. 


SHIPPING. 


Under this head the year 1892, compared with the previous 
year, shows the following differences :— 


1891. 1892. 


Towards - - - 6 ships. | Inwards - - - 9 ships. 


Outwards - - -5 5 Outwards - - 9 56 
ne APE Ea SIR Ra See oe Se ee ee 

The subsidy for postal communication (1891 and 1892) was 
paid in Mauritius. 


PorULATION AND VITAL STATISTICS. 


The population on the 31st December 1891 - - 2,098 
Number of births in 1892 - - - 130 

~ arrivals __,, - - - 85=215 

» deaths 9 r = - 23 

a departures ,, - m -~ 80=103 
Increase in 1892 - - - - ‘ < ar. 199 


Population on the 31st December 1892 - e910 
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The birth-rate shows an increase of 21 births in 1892, if com- 
pared with the previous year. 


The death-rate an increase of 1 death. 
There were 2 still-births in 1892 and none in 1891. 
Twenty marriages were celebrated in 1892 against 19 in 1891. 


There was one marriage “ in articulo mortis ” in 1892, 
against none in 1891. 


EDUCATION, 


There are two Government schools at Rodrigues, one at Port 
Mathurin, the other at St. Gabriel. Port Mathurin school—average 
number on roll 73, average attendance 57, against 65 and 53 in 
1891. St. Gabriel school—average number on roll 141, average 
attendance 103, against 150 and 100 in 1891. ‘The cost of both 
schools (after deduction of the school fees, which amounted to 
Rs.49.25 in 1892 and to Rs.98.50 in 1891) amounted to Rs.3,509.14 
in 1891, and to Rs.3,588.67 in 1892. 


School fees were abolished in 1892. 
School books and stationery (sent from Mauritius) were sold to 


the pupils of both schools to the value of Rs.69.20 in 1891 and of 


Rs.83.90 in 1892. 


The annual cost to Government of each pupil inscribed on the 
roll at both schools was Rs.16.76 and a fraction in 1892, against 
Ks.16.32 and a fraction in 1891. 


JUDICIAL. 
Criminal Side. 


Number of informations filed, including 


applications for search warrants - 61 57 
Number of adjudications - - - 43 44 
“ cases abandoned - - - 18 13 

» __~persons convicted - : 38 4l 


persons acquitted - - 15 | 11 


i 


The most numerous charges were breach of forest laws, assault, 
disturbance, wounds and blows, and abusive language. 
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Civil Side. 


The number of civil cases entered in 1892 was 45, against 75 
in 1891. 


Stipendiary Side. 
The number of stipendiary cases amounted to 18 in 1891 and 
to 16 in 1892. 
The most numerous stipendiary cases were for breach of 
contract. 
- lin 1891 and 0 in 1892. 
- 2in 1891 and 1 in 1892. 


The total number of cases of all jurisdictions amounted to :— 


Engagements - 
Discharges - - 


——— | 1891. | 1892. 
Criminal - - - - = - 61 57 
Civil - - - - - - 75 45 
Stipendiary - - - ~ - 18 16 
154 | 118 
GAOLS. 


Twenty-one persons were commitied to gaol in 1891 and 12 in 
1892 


The prisoners’ extra rations cost Rs.31.98 in 1891 and Rs.5.24 
in 1892. 


Rice and salt for prisoners were sent from Mauritius. 


The chief officer of police is keeper of the gaol, and the 
constables act as prison guards. 


Poxicr Forcre anD Forest RANGERS. 


The expenses incurred in 1892 for these branches amounted 
to Rs.4,648.22, against Rs.4,711.39 in 1891. 

In the above amount are included salaries, allowances, and 
passages. ; 


The police uniforms, clothing, and boots were sent from 
Mauritius. 


RopRIGUES- 
1892. 
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MeEpDIcAL BRANCH 


The number of patients treated in the public hospital in 1592 
was 6* and 10 in 1891. 

2,341 persons received medical care at the dispensaries* against 
2,064 in 1891. 

One death occurred in the hospital during the year 1892 and 
one in 1891. 

The prevailing diseases were influenza, worms, and rheumatism. 

73 children were vaccinated in 1892 and 102 in 1891. 

The receipts on account of in-patients amounted to Rs0 in 
1892 and to Rs.8°75 in 189i. 

The total expenditure for the medical branch was Rs.2,338.11 
in 1892 against Rs.2,757.82 in 1891. 

The rent of the hospital was paid in Mauritius, and the 5474 lbs. 
of rice given to the hospital servant to complete his rations were 
sent from Mauritius. 


Poor Law. 
The number of paupers provided for in 1892 amounted to 19, 
i.e., 15 malesand 4 females, against 19 in 189], ze., 13 males and 


6 females. 

Each pauper received 500 grammes of rice per diem and a suit 
of drill at the eud of the year. The rice and clothing were sent 
from Mauritius. 

A sum of Rs.112.15 was spent in 1892 for the relief of destitute 
inhabitants and for the burial of paupers. 

Four bags of rice were distributed gratis. 


ECCLESIASTICAL. 


There are two Roman Catholic churches at Rodrigues, one of 
them is supported by Government (St. Gabriel Church). 

The expenditure for the Roman Catholic church was 
Rs.1,999.92 against Rs.2,730.44 in 1891. 

The catechist of the Church of England officiated at the 
Government School of Port Mathurin; he is paid by the London 
Missionary Society. 

LEGISLATION. 
No special laws were enacted for Rodrigues in 1892. 


REGISTRATION. 


Fifty-four documents were registered in 1892 and 37 in 1891. 
The revenue derived thereby amounted to Rs.18.50 in 1891 


avd to Rs.27 in 1892. 


* Nore.—The Government Medical Officer went on leave to Mauritius on the 8th 
October and returned on the 26th December. During his absence those who 
required medical care were attended to by the Magistrate assisted kindly by 
several gentlemen. Two persons were admitted to the hospital in that interval, and 
an average of four persons (per diem) received remedies from the dispensary. They 
ure not included in the number given above. 
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METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


The Chief Officer of Police took daily observations which have 
been transmitted tothe Director of the Royal Alfred Observatory 
at Mauritius. 

N. Ther. N. Bar. 


. Highest temp. (indoors) 23.2.93, 3p.m. 90.01 — 29.980 

Lowest temp. (indoors) 26.7.92, 9 a.m. 68.02 30.205 

Heaviest rainfall in 24 hours, from 9 a.m, 19th to 9 am. 20th 
May. 

4. The aa of May was the month in which there were the 
heaviest rainfalls—the rain gauge marked 871 lines, which 
is equivalent to a little short of 83 inches. 

5. No hurricane visited the island in 1892. 


The Chief Officer of Police received Rs.183 in 1892 and 
Rs.182.50 in 1891 for taking these observations. 


Sn ae 


ForEsST AND CROWN LANDS. 


In 1892 there were 543 acres of land paid for by agriculturists 
at Rs.2 per annum (with the exception of 4 acres leased since 1889 
at R.1 per acre and 2 acres leased to Mr. Viger at the nominal 
rent of R.0°25 (for a saline). 

Rs.16 were paid for arrears of 1890, leaving Rs.4 unpaid on the 
31st December 1892. 

Rs.193 were paid for arrears of 1891, leaving Rs.47 unpaid on 
the 31st December 1892. (In the Rs.193 are included 4 acres at 
Be 1), 

hee Saree fishing posts were leased in 1892 and 32 in 1891. 
(They fetched Rs.195, out of which Rs.35 are arrears of 1891.) 

Outstanding : Rs.5 for 1891 and Rs.5 for 1892. These ten rupees 
are due by Mr. Martin who pays his taxes in Mauritius. 

The islands were leased for Rs.64.02 in 1892, against Rs.56.75 
in 1891. 

The town lots obtained Rs.30 in 1892 and Rs.25 in 1891. 
Outstanding: Rs.10 for 1891 and Rs.10 for 1892. 

The number of Government lessees in 1892 was 291, against 
265 in 1891. 

The Revenue actually received under the heading of Land Rent 
amounted to Rs.1,535.31 in 1892, and to Rs.1,504.75 in 1891. 
(Fishing posts, town lots, islands, and other land leases are 
included therein.) 

The pasturage dues (exclusive of the sums paid and due by 
Mr. Martin in Mauritius) brought a Revenue of Rs,1,381.15 in 
1892, against Rs.963 in 1891. Outstanding on the 31st December 
1892: Rs.59.10 for 1891 and Rs.3.30 for 1892. No sale of land 
was made in 1891 and 1892; a sum of Rs.140.34 was received in 
1891 for land sold previous to that year. 

‘The amount derived from forest produce amounted to Rs.240, 
against Rs.228.28 in 1891. 
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BuILDINGs AND Boats. 


A sum of-Rs.488.81 was expended in 1892 under the heading 
of Maintenance of Buildings, against Rs.59.06 in 1891 (boards, 
paint, glass, bolts, &c., were sent from Mauritius). 

A sum of Rs.1,500 was spent in 1892 for the new building at 
Mount Lubin and a further sum of Rz.500 for the constable’s 
barracks. (This latter item under a special vote.) Rs.29.03 were 
spent for repairs of boats against Rs.146.83 in 1891. 


EXPENSES NOT REFERRED TO UNDER ANY SpecrAL HEADING. 


es 1891. | 1892. 
Sanitary :— Ks Rs. 
Scavengers’ salary - - - 312.00 372°00 
Scavengers’ rations - > _ _— 
Surplus rice sent from Mauritius in 1891, 
and part of 1892 - - * 38.64 21.06 
Night soil service - - - - 120°00 120.00 
Extra salaries paid to scavengers - a 31.00 
Relief of destitute inhabitants and burial of 
paupers - - ao - - _ 112.15 
Divers works - - - - 60.95 375°59 
Rewards and gratuities - - - 65 ,00 — 
Refund of moneys paid by error - - 4.00 1.25 
Petty supplies - - - 25.06 27.89 
Settlement with the inliabitants for a 
sold in Mauritius - - - 2,263.99 1,666.72 
Quarantine expenses - - - 209.27 126.97 
Census (special) - - - - 400.00 — 
Total - - - - 3,498.92 2,854.63 


RicE Account. 


In 1889 600 bags of rice were sent to Rodrigues (charges 


included). 
The price fixed for the sale thereof was Rs. 6,073.10. 
Rs. 

The amount paid Le to the 31st December 

1889 was’ - - 15.18 
The amount paid hy to the 31st Decetiiber 

1890 was - - = ? 1,630.07 
The amount paid up to thie 31st December 

1891 was” - - - - 2,258.66 
The amount paid up to tne 31st December 

1892 was - - - - 632.97 
Losses incurred by death - - - - 248.33 
Unrecoverable - - - - - 289.96 
Carried to paupers’ rice - - - 5.59 


Total - Rs.5,080.76 
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3lst December 1892.—Sums recoverable and outstanding: Rovriuuxs. 
Rs.992.34. 1892. 

In 1890 600 bags of rice were received here and sold in 1891 <a. 
for the sum of Rs.5,958.92 (charges included). 


Rs. 
558 bags and 63 lbs. - - - - 56,584.30 
26 ,, damaged - - - - 234.00 
5,818.30 
78 lbs. damaged - = - - 5.72 
15 bags carried to paupers’ rice — - - 135.00 
9 \bs. missing - - - - - 0.90 
Total - Rs.5,959.92 
Amount paid up to 31st December 1891 - 2,496.13 
Amount paid up to 31st December 1892 - 953.50 
Unrecoverable - - : - - 165,00 
9 lbs, missing - - - - - 0.90 
Total - Rs.3,615.53 


31st December 1892.—Sums recoverable and outstanding : 
Rs.2,343.39. 

In December 1891 200 bags were sent to Rodrigues, and sold 
for cash in 1892. 


Rs. 
Sums obtained ~ - - - - 1638.24 
11 bags short, destroyed by insects - - 12.52 
4 bags distributed gratis to paupers during 
influenza = - - = - ~ 33.40 
Total - Rs.1,684.16 


In December 1892 100 bags of rice were sent, but the sale 
thereof began only in 1893. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


The crop would have been better in 1892 had not the population 
suffered from two epidemics of influenza, andl had not the bean 
crop been an utter failure. The inhabitants showed as usual a 
very good will in paying their debts. 

Mr. Viger has begun the works for a saline and I hope that 
before the end of 1893 the inhabitants will have salt at Mauritius 
prices. 

Vanilla plantations are getting prosperous. 

Tobacco plantations are increasing and give most satisfactory 
results. 
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Roverrcvss. — Most of the buildings which needed repairs have been repaired. 
srs The Government Medical Officer’s quarters were erected at 
Mount Lubin. The new hospital was being constructed at the 
end of 1892. 
B. H. Cottn, 
5th March 1893. Magistrate of Rodrigues. 
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The following among other Reports relating to Her Majesty’sColonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. | Year. 
i sd AOE at DR er ee ee - "le ae 
27 | Mauritius - : - e ~ - | 1890 
28 | Gambia - - ‘ i . 7 Us 
29 | Hong Kong * - " ‘ . iP 
30 | Ceylon - A Z : c - | 1889 
31 | Lagos . - - - 2 oS ee: 
32 | Lagos - . - E ‘ - | 1890 
33 | Ceylon” - - - ‘ : ‘ > 
34 | Newfoundland - 3 2 3 . | fe 
35 | Jamaica - ‘ ate eS : 1889-91 
36 | Victoria - - - : : g 1890 
37 | British New Guine : ' . | 1890-91 
38 | St. Vincent - : = “ 1891 
39 | Bermuda - - : . e a e 
40 | Seychelles and Rodrigues - - : - |1889 and 
1890 
41 | Gambia - . . “ é we tL SOR 
42 | Barbados - - - e - : 5 
43 | Turks Islands : « - ae 
44 | Bahamas - “ s - 3 Paes 
ABE CUR Bee a ah oP RES = 5A gE Sr ee FOOD 
46 | Seychelles - . - - ; 1891 
47 | British Bechuanaland - - ; - | 1890-92 
48 | Malta - 4 . rs « - | 1890 and 
; 1891 
49 | Gibraltar - - - ° « 
50 | Falkland Islands - - - : 0 es 
51 | Leeward Islands - - x 2 z me 
52 | Grenada - . . - : 
53 | St. Lucia - ‘ - e i : - 
54 | Labuan - . - - P ‘“ - 
56 | British Guiana - = = ‘ : = 
56 | Zululand - - - - - : | és 
57 | Mauritius - - - = e ‘ | * 
68 | Lagos - - - : e - | -s 
59 | Straits Settlements - - . Ee came 
60 | Ceylon - - - - “ Se 
61 Natal - - - - rs - | 2egi=2 
62 | Basntoland- - ‘ : : cae 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
| 
No. Colony. | Subject. 
| 
1 | Gold Coast ~ - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand - - - | Forests, 
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No. 63. 
ST. HELENA. 


[For Report for 1890, see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 26.] 


Governor GREY Wtitson to Lorp Knots¥rorp. 


The Castle, St. Helena, 
My Lorp, August 8, 1892, 
I HAVE the honour to transmit the Blue Book of this 
Island for the year 1891. 

The gloomy forebodings to which I gave expression in my 
report upon the Blue Book for 1890, were, I very much regret to 
state, more than justified by the year under review. 

The revenue was 6,874/. (1,854/. less than in 1890), and the 
expenditure 8,287/. (7451. less than in 1890), so that we 
exceeded our revenue by the comparatively very large sum of 
1,4132. 

The chief falling off in the revenue occurred under the heads of 
‘* Customs ” and “ and Revenue,” and was, in a great measure, the 
result of the reduction of the garrison. I had anticipated a 
deficit of 8021., and, by very stringent and, in some cases, almost 
detrimental economies, a saving of 365/. upon the authorised 
expenditure was effected. But no efforts could have averted the 
result which the collapse of the revenue entailed. 

‘The condition of the island in August was such as to excite very 
grave anxiety ; work was almost unobtainable; with the shipping 
nothing was doing; the potato crop was indifferent ; and starva- 
tion faced many Under these circumstances, I started relief work 
for women and children only, so as to leave the men ready for 
anything that might turn up. In St. Helena, a few hours may 
suffice to dispel despair. The arrival of a ship needing coal, or of a 
man-of-war, or of a ship in distress to land cargo, may at any 
moment offer work to those in urgent need of it. It so happened 
that, within three weeks of the commencement of the relief work, 
a man-of-war came in, and before the close of the year several had 
arrived in rapid succession. I was thus relieved of all immediate 
cause for anxiety. 


Taxation. 


No alteration whatever took place in taxation durmy the year, 
and nothing was outstanding under this head at the close of the 
year. 
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Although in 1890 [ removed about one half of the tax 
upon boats, boatmen found it very difficult to earn sufficient 
even to meet the reduced rates, owing to the scarcity of 


ships. 
Local Bodies. 


I regret being unable to record any evidence of the birth of an 
adequate interest being taken in the matter of sanitation. Until 
the town community boldly face and attack this subject, they 
must labour under a grave responsibility. 

The general revenue may reasonably be expected to contribute, 
on account of Government town property, toward the cost of any 
drainage works that are undertaken ; but the greater part of the 
outlay must be borne by the householders, who would directly 
benefit by the reformation, and who at present are the ciief 
sufferers from the defects in our sanitary system. 


Public Debt. 


Daring the year the last large instalment (1,0002) of the loan 
of 19,500/. raised during the years 1868 to 1872, was paid off, 
and there only remained, on the 31st of December, the sum of 
2501. outstanding. This loan, which bears interest at 7 per cent. 
per annum, was raised by Sir Charles Elliot, and was expended 
upon the restoration of the Government buildings in town which 
had been devastated by the white ant. 


Viewed from the standpoint of the present financial position of 
the Colony, it is not open to question that a very much smaller 
amount should have been made to meet all its needs; but, 
although this is evident in retrospect, it was doubtless little 
anticipated at the time. 


This debt has been a millstone around the neck of the Colony, 
and its early, though too late, extinction is a subject for justisable 
vatisfaction. 

In addition to the foregoing 250/., there remained a sum of 
5,158/. lent to the Colony, without interest, by the Imperial Govern- 
ment in 1872. It has not been possible for the Colony to repay 
any portion of this loan, and the prospect of its repayment appears 
more remote to-day than it did six years ago, when I first reached 
the Island. 


Assets and Liabilities. 


Onthe 3lst of December the assets of the Colony were 
12,580/., and the current liabilities 13,3662 The latter therefore 
exceeded the assets by 786/. 


In view of the fact that in the previous year the assets 
exceeded the liabilities by 8137, this cannot be regarded as less 
than very unsatisfactory. 
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. Military. 


‘The garrison was maintained at the reduced strength of the 
previous year, namely, one company of the York and Lancaster 
Regiment, and 17 gunner caretakers in charge of a master 
gunner. 

Some progress was made with the consideration of tae question 


of raising a Militia force, and Lieut.-Colonel Maclean, late R.A.,. 


after visiting England for consultations, continued his investigations 
and reports upon the scheme, which is still engaging the attention 
of ILer Majesty’s Government. 

Considerable opposition was given to some of the provisions of 
the draft of a new Militia Ordinance which was published in the 
island; and it is hoped that the Lnperiai Government will be 
prepared to eliminate such of the features, to which objection 
was taken, us are not material to its efficiency. 


Public Works. 


‘The expenditure upon public works was 1,087 This sum, 
in so far as it sligatly exceeded the estimate, was more than 
counterbalanced by increased reimbursements in aid. The 
Government executed, and supplied materials for, considerable 
private sanitary and water service work, an arrangement which so 
far works advantageously for both parties, and ensures the use of 
good material. . 

A considerable sum of money was expended upon the town 
roads, and upon the thorough repair of the boys’ school in town, 
which has been almost gutted by the White Ant; but beyond 
this no work of any magnitude was undertaken, the current works 
fully absorbing the remainder of the vote. 

The price paid for transport in this mountainous place 
enhances considerably the cost of most works. 


Legislation. 


Three ordinances were passed during the year. 

Nos. 1 and 3 are Supply and Supplementary Supply 
ordinances. 

No. 2—** To simplify Conveyancing and Titles to Land ”—moved 
in the direction of a very much needed reform, but the law itself 
is defective in many points, and will be re-enacted at the earliest 
possible date. 

In addition to the foregoing, Her Majesty’s Order in Council of 
Ist May 1890, institating a Court for Divorce and Matrimonial 
Causes in St. Helena, was brought into operation by a Proclama- 
tion of the 14th of July 1891, and upon the same date, the Rules 
and Regulations in Divorce and Matrimonial Causes were made. 

New Rules of Procedure in the Supreme Court of the Colony 
were made on the 21st March 1891, vastly simplifying and 
cheapening legal process. 
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New Port and Quarantine Regulations were also framed during 
the year. 


Council. 


Major A. A. Boggs, of the East Yorkshire Regiment, com- 
manding the troops, was a member of Council until April, when 
he left the island, and Captain R. C. A. Howe, of the York and 
Lancaster Regiment, replaced him upon the Council. Mr. Saul 
Solomon was absent from the island during the greater part of the 
year. 


Civil Establishment. 


Mr. G. C. Bruce, the Harbour Master, went on leave on the 
18th April, and in August was appointed Harbour Master in 
St. Lucia. Mr. J. Boyd acted as Harbour Master during the 


year, but the office is still vacant. 


The Reverend F. H. Baker was appointed auditor on the 
Ist of April vice Major H. W. B. Bruno, A.S.C. 

The Reverend S. J. Ellis, Chaplain to the Civil Hospital and 
Gaol, and Inspector of the town schools, resigned his appoint- 
ments on leaving the island in May. He was immediately 
succeeded by the Reverend Joseph Young as Inspector of 
schools, and by the Reverend Edwin Hughes, as Chaplain in 
December. 

One coustable resigned during the year. 


Pensions. 


Two pensioners, Owen Buckely, who retired in 1874, and 
Miss E. Welch, who retired in 1886, died during the year. 

The amount for which the Colony was liable for pensions at 
the close of the year, was 1,848/., or considerably more than one 
quarter of our total revenue for the year. 

The subsidence in our pension roll entirely fails to maintain 
apace proportionate to the shrinkage in the general revenue, 
and all the sacrifices that have been made in the Civil Establish- 
ment have failed to enable us to balance our annual account. To 
illustrate this most forcibly, I would mention that on account of 
the various offices which I hold, there was paid to pensioned 
former holders, of some of them only, the sum of 1,156/. a year in 
1886, and in 1891, 9407. 


Population, 


A census of the population was taken on the night of the 
5th of April, the date adopted almost universally throughout the 
British Empire. 
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The population, excluding shipping and the garrison, 
was 3,877, a decrease of :634 as compared with 1881. This 
decrease is due entirely to emigration, as the birth largely 
exceeded the death rate. 

The proportion of males to females has been steadily decreasing 
since 1861, and by this census there were only 84:4 males to 
every 100 females. 

The birth-rate during the year was 28°6, and the death-rate 
13°4 per 1,000. 

The American vessels engaged in whale fishery in the South 
Atlantic absorb a somewhat large proportion of our able-bodied 
men, and, after satistying their demands, there only remain 377 
men between the ages 17 and 40 available for the local militia. 

The census‘ disclosed some lamentable over-crowding ; 219 
families were housed in as many rooms, and of these, two families 
numbered no less than 13 each; 4 others numbered 10 each; while 
considerably more than half the population had only two rooms to 
each family. 

The live stock return shows a slight decline during the decade. 

As the census of the island has formed the subject of a special 
report, which I transmitted to your Lordship with my despatch, 
No. 70, of the 10th December last, it is perhaps not desirable that 
I should now deal with the subject at greater length. 


Education, 


The number of scholars on the rolls shows a slight increase 
as compared with the previous year (819 to 837), and the average 
attendance was well maintained. 

The cause of education sustained a serious loss by the depar- 
ture of the town inspector, the Reverend §, J. Ellis, who for four 
years had devoted much of his time and energy to the voluntary 
labour which he admirably discharged. The Government were so 
fortunate as to secure as a successor to Mr. Ellis, the Reverend 
Joseph Young of the Baptist Mission, a very able and zealous 
worker, who, like his predecessor, gives his services to the Govern- 
ment gratuitously. 

The results of the examinations were, on the whole, hardly up 
to those of the previous year, but in some of the schools many of 
the senior pupils had gone out into the world, leaving the upper 
standards in a somewhat skeleton condition. 

The percentage of those receiving elementary education is 21°5, 
of the civil population of the island. 


Imports and Exports, 


The value of the imports was 27,382/., a decline of 4,576. as 
compared with 1890. The exports were of the value of 3,1261., 
including 2,19./, in specie, In addition to the imports and 
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exports, whale oil and bone to the value of 17,428/., was transhipped 
by the American fleet in Jamestown Harbour. 

It is not a little curious that whaling operations, in these seas, 
are conducted by vessels flying the American flag only. 

It has been alleged that the British Mercantile Marine Acts 
are too stringent in their requirements to leave any margin of 
profit to the owner of a whaler, and that this accounts for the 
British flag not being represented ; but, in view of the successful 
oiling fleets fitted out in Scotland, this can hardly be accepted as a 
satisfactory explanation. 

I am disposed to attribute a great part of the cause of this 
apparent anomaly to the far simpler and more elastic and enter- 
prizing mode of doing business adopted by Americans. An 
American schooner calls here twice a year, bringing such flour and 
other stores as the masters of the whalers have indicated they will 
probably require ; and any surplus stores which the schooner may 
have are readily sold locally. 

The whaling fleet meets this schooner here twice a year, and 
orders from the masters are given verbally to the master of the 
schooner, whose owners execute all requirements without the 
intervention of any middle man. ‘The transaction is closed by 
an order on the owners in America in payment of the stores sup- 
plied ; no bills of lading, invoices, or other technicalities heing 
required. The schooner also supplies the cash, which she receives 
here for stores sold, to the whaling fleet in exchange for orders on 
America. 

The remarkable increase in the quantity of sugar manufactured 
in America which was imported during the year must be specially 
mentioned as an interesting fact in connection with the recent 
fiscal alterations of the United States. 


Shipping. 
463 vessels communicated with the island, of which, 211 called, 


and 252 were boarded by licensed traders. These figures are 56 


above those of the previous year. 
The number of vessels which called was exactly the same as in 
1890, so that the increase is entirely in the trade with passing 


ships. 
Criminal Statistics. 


107 cases were reported to the police, of which 80 resulted 
in summary conviction. Only two cases of larceny were tried 
in the Supreme Court, and both resulted in convictions. 

The health of the gaol was most satisfactory throughout the 


_ year. 


Meteorology. 


The rainfall for the year was 294 inches, half an ‘inch below 
the average but, although the rainfall was light, the number of 
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vainy days (231) was unusually large These statistics refer only Sr. Hecena. 


to the country, as in Jamestown and the other valleys the rainfall ° 
is very small indeed, 


Hospital. 


The health of the island was good during the year, and the 
mortality (13-4 per 1,000) below the average, but the work 
entailed upon the hospital bears but a slight relation to the 
island’s health, as it is in a great measure due to the needs of the 
mercantile marine of the world. Sailors of all nationalities, but 
chiefly British, are sent to our hospital by passing ships, The 
cases are frequently very bad ones, as a master does not call to 
land a seaman unless he deems it urgently necessary. 

This work of humanity has been discharged by the island for 
very many years, and is, without doubt, a work of such urgent 
necessity that nothing should be allowed to interrupt it. The 
financial depression of the island, however, forces me to invite 
attention to this, as one of the strongest grounds upon which 
Imperial financial aid may be hoped for. 


Savings Bank. 


2,429/. was deposited, and 2,913/, including interest, was with- 
drawn during the year ; the total deposits falling from 10,3931. to 
10,1257. ‘The number of investors (112) was the same as the 
previous year, and the invested capital a trifle less. 

The net profit upon the year’s transactions, after paying all 
expenses, was 48/., a very satisfactory amount in view of the very 
small return consols yield the Government. 

As I have stated in previous reports, the savings bank return 
does not indicate general prosperity, but is due to the deposits of 
a few well-to-do persons. 


Post Office. 


The year’s revenue was 83/. less (870/. to 787/.), and the 
expenditure was rather more than that in 1890, as there was, at 
the close of the year, a debt of 997. due to the Cape Government 
for the carriage of mails which is not included in the year’s 
accounts. 

The maintenance of the 6d. rate per half ounce on letters from 
St. Helena to the United Kingdom and South Africa, and the 
still higher rates to other parts of the world, such as 1s. 2d. 
per half ounce to Mauritius, has been most unpopular, and 
weighs very heavily upon our poorer inhabitants. To the Cape 
Government we, at present, pay ls. for each letter of half 
an ounce or less to Mauritius ; but, now that the Cape has joined 
the Postal Union, it is hoped that more reasonable terms may be 
obtained. 
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St. Helena largely fulttls the functions of an Imperial ocean 
post office, and receives and forwards at the cost of the Colony a 
number of unstamped letters from passing ships. These letters 
are taxed at 1s. per half ounce, that amount being collected 
on delivery and retained by the Imperial Post Office. This 
Post Office also, on behalf of the Imperial Government, lands, 
carts, stores, and re-ships all the outward mails for the Island of 
Ascension, free of charge ; and it is hoped that these services may 
weigh with the Imperial Post Office in considering ‘our earnest 
desire to introduce the popular postal rates which have now been 
extended to all other parts of the Empire. 


Conclusion. 


The great fall of rocks upon the 17th of April 1890 was com- 
memorated during the year by the unveiling of a large canopied 
fountain in the centre of the main street in Jamestown, From 
the subscriptions raised by Mr. Antrobus at the time of the 
catastrophe, there remained a small surplus after satisfying the 
more pressing of the claims of the surviving sufferers. his 
surplus, which was partly composed of donations given for the 
express purpose of a memorial, would have been wholly inadequate 
to meet the requirements of the committee, had not the makers of 
the fountain supplied it at a nominal cost, and the shipping 
company brought it out free. 

The fountain, which was upened on the 12th of September, is 
agreat improvement to the main street of the town. 

On the 16th of March, Captain McKechnie, R.N., of H.M.S. 
* Orontes,” took 75 emigrants trom the island to the Cape. This 
kind indulgence, conferred by the Admiralty, was of the greatest 
advantage to the island, and was thoroughly appreciated by 
those who were selected from among the many applicants. To 
Captain McKechnie’s great courtesy and consideration, in dealing 
with the many little points and questions incidental to so 
novel an undertaking, it is due that no difficulty or friction 
whatever occurred, either during the embarcation or upon the 
voyage. 

I cannot close my report without referring to some of the 
experiments conducted during the year by the Reverend J. H. 
Daine, the Roman Catholic Chaplain, The principal of these 
were the cultivation of an acre of cotton and the breeding and 
rearing of silkworms, The cotton has not yet been harvested, but 
I am not sanguine that a sufficient area of suitable land can be 
found in St. Helena to develop a paying industry, 

It is Mr. Daine’s opinion that many of the cottagers could 
carry on the cultivation of cotton upon land not suitable for other 
cultivation, and in supplement only of such other work as they 
may be able to secure from time to time, as at present. 

As a very considerable number of islanders only obtain 
occasional work, his argument may perhaps hold good. It can in 
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any case be tried without any loss to the island ; and for this and 
other spirited experiments which Mr. Daine is conducting, he 
deserves the profound gratitude of the community. 

With regard to silk, I am somewhat more hopeful that a 
profitable industry might be established, if it Le entirely supported 
by the labour of women and children. The results so far obtained 
have been very encouraging; but, until the many thousand 
mulberry trees which have been planted reach a leaf yielding age, 
it will not be possible to determine satisfactorily the result of the 
venture, 

I transmit Mr. Daine’s report upon the initial stage of the 
experiment, which is rapidly expanding. Too much weight may 
have been given to the fact that under the East India Company 
sericulture was abortive; but, whife on the one hand it is not 
easy to dissociate the disastrous collapse of that experiment, which 
was conducted, as was every venture of that powerful company, in 
amost lavish style, from either grave incapacity or something 
even worse in the conduct of the managers, yet upon the other 
hand it is somewhat difficult to explain how it came about that 
a venture, upon which so much had been expended by the East 
India Company, should have failed to secure the support of some 
private individuals, if the concern, which could have been pur- 
chased in a going condition for a mere song, contained the germs of 
provable success, 

It is, however, possible that the gigantic retrenchment which 
followed the transfer of the island to the Crown in 1834, the 
Imperial grant-in-aid falling from 99,0007. in that year to 18,000. 
in 1837, in which year the sericulture establishment was broken 
up, and the highly-paid services of the curators were dispensed 
with, may—when added to the undoubtedly very great and 
general depression which followed Emancipation (1826) in this 
Island—have so far demoralized the community and shaken the 
credit of the island, as to render everyone unwilling even to look 
at a venture entailing any investment of capital in St. Helena. 

It is difficult for us at this far-removed date to grasp, in any 
adequate measure, the prostration which resulted when the annual 
public expenditure of 100,000/ and upwards, drawn from the 
East India Company in money or stores, and which alone upheld 
the community, was withdrawn. This artificial condition had 
rendered it possible for the public servants to maintain so far a 
semblance of solvency, Nearly all of them engaged in farming 
and other private speculative ventures, which in too many instances 
terminated in serious embariassments, from which the change 
rendered them hopeless of extricating themselves, and certainly 
. rendered them incapable of entering upon any fresh undertaking. 

‘he facts which I have here indicated were, without doubt, 
fairly well known to everyone in England who knew anything of 
the island, and this may sufficiently account for no serious attempt 
having apparently been made to carry on the silk establishments 
when it was abandoned by the Government. 
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I could write very much upon the history of sericulture in 
St. Helena; for, although the accounts of its progress are spread 
over the unindexed record books of many years, they are, when 
breught to light, so full of minutie as to render a full, accurate, 
and perfect account of the whole matter capable of being drawn 
from them. I will, however, now content myself by giving a 
bird’s-eye view of the period between January 1827 and December 
1834. For although the undertaking was in an embryo state 
for about a year previous to January 1827 and in an expiring 
condition for nearly three years after 1834, yet the period 1 have 
selected comprises practically the life of the venture in connection 
with Government, 

The total expenditure upon lands was about 10,0001. Of this 
sum, 9002. was paid for two properties at the Briars, which were 
subsequently sold together by Government for 4001, and the 
remainder was expended upon mulberry land near Longwood. 
A. further sum of not less than 10,0002 was expended upon 
buildings, machinery, and salaries, while the immediate annual 
saving by the abolition of the establishment was 8411. 

The entire quantity of silk manufactured was 3363 lbs., which 
sold in Kugland for about 3001. 

It is recorded that “ the worms have always been healthy and 
‘ thrifty, and the climate is sv perfectly congenial to them, that 
“ immense numbers may be raised without fear of losing any 
* from disease.” 

How so lavish an expenditure could have produced so miser- 
able a return J cannot say; but that incompetence and 
carelessness contributed to it in no small measure, I have no 
doubt. 

The year 1891 has probably been the most gloomy and 
dispiriting during the century, and its financial and social aspect 
are alike so very depressing in every way that I hasten to 
conclude my review of it, while the belief in brighter days in 
store for the island in 1892 is strong upon me. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. Grey WILson. 


Rev. J. H. DaineE to the GovERNOR. 


REPoRT ON SERICULTURE. 


Maldivia, St. Helena, 
Sir, December 31, 1891. 
In Angust 1891 I received from Bishop Leonard at the 
Cape my first essay in sericulture. 
His Lordsbip sent me about ;4th of an ounce (value, 1s. 6d. ; 
costs to St. Helena, 10s.) of eggs as an experiment, without 
ceference to distinction of race, there being a few of all kinds of 
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Bombyx Mori, mulberry annual silkworms. These all hatched St Havens. 
out in September, made cocvons, without a single death from ae 
disease, and had reproduced themselves in eggs by the Ist of 
November. Weight of green cocoons, 3 lbs. 2 ozs., value 12s. 6d., 
4s. 2d. per lb.; as waste cocoons 3s. 9d., 1s. 3d. per lb. 

Weight of seed reproduced 5 ounces, commercial value 10s. an 
ounce. 

In October of 1891 I received from France 3 ounces of eggs, 
Adrianople white, a distinct race. These, unfortunately, bad no 
guaranteed freedom from disease; an exceptionally wet season, 
leaves somewhat heated (fermented) through carriage from distant 
places, all conduced to disease. Overcrowding, want of space, 
and scarcity of food developed the hereditary germs of flacherie, 
for this seed came from a district once decimated in 1841. 

The whole of this education was stamped out, frames burnt or 
disinfected, and the moths not permitted to reproduce. 

In December eggs imported from a guaranteed source, hatched 
again from seed reproduced in the autumn of the same year. 

The advance of sericulture since the Honourable Kast India 
Company’s time and up to the discoveries of M. Pasteur, has 
greatly changed the system. The simple fact of the passage over 
the Equator of a parcel of eggs, kept on ice during three weeks’ 
passage to St. Helena, constitutes a sufficient hibernation for the 
eggs; as far as Australia this must now be known, it really consti- 
tutes two crops of annual, one of St. Helena seed in August, a 
second in September or October from eggs imported from Europe, 
thus giving St. Helena two crops where all other seasons and 
countries, except India, have one crop and one season only. 

The breeds of (eggs) silzworms are improved. The yield per 
ounce of cocoons by judicious breeding has doubled, 90 to 100 lbs 
of cocoons being the usual yield per oz. of Swiss and Baghda 
rearings ; so that I am very much encouraged in my experiment 
for the year 1892. 


I beg, &c. 
(Signed) Joun H. Dating 
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No. 99. 
ST. HELENA. 


[For Report for 1891, see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 63.] 


Governor Grey Wiuson to the Marquess oF Ripon. 


The Castle, St. Helena, 
My Lorp, July 17, 1893. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit the Blue Book of this 
Island for the year 1892. 

The improvement in our general condition, to which I looked 
forward in closing my last report, was, I am glad to say, fully 
realised ; and, although this improvement lacks many indications 
of genuine stability, it has afforded us a little respite from the 
harassing yet hopeless task of maintaining an equilibrium by 
endeavouring to devise means to reduce the expenditure to the 
level of the revenue. 

These endeavours impose great hardships upon the Civil 
Servants, and are not conducive to efficiency :-— 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


The revenue was 7,6910. (8172. more than in 1891, but yet 1,037/. 
less than in 1890), and the expenditure 7,445/. (8432 less than in 
1891, and 1,587/. less than in 1890); so that there was a surplus 
at the close of the year of 2461., which can only be regarded as 
nominal, in view of the amount by which our assets still fall short 
of our liabilities, an unsound condition that only commenced in 
1890. 

It is doubtless satisfactory to be able to realise a surplus, 
however small, but the financial year yields very little cause for 
genuine satisfaction when compared with previous years, for, with 
the exception of 1891, the most financially disastrous year the 
Colony has seen, 1892 takes the very lowest place. 

‘The Customs revenue yielded the chief increase and rose from 
3.7041. to 4,3521. The Post Office receipts rose from 786/. to 
912/., the highest point ever reached. But, upon the other hand, 
the revenue from Licences and Taxes fell heavily. 

Mr. Antrobus, in his report upon the Blue Book for 1889, gave 
returns of the shipping, and of the receipts and expenditure for 
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the 24 previous years, and I have continued these returns (see 
Appendices 1 to 3) up to the end of 1892, and they show a 
somewhat less continuous decline than that to which Mr, Antrobus 
directed special attention. 


Taxation. 


No alteration took place either in the taxes or’ licences 
nevertheless the taxation rose nominally from 1. 3s. to 1d. 5s. 7d. 
per head of the population. Isay nominally, because the increased 
revenue from taxation meant only that the garrison, men-of-war, 
and calling ships, consumed more dutiable liquor and tobacco. 

Proof of this is, I think, afforded by the fact that the revenue 
in 1892 was less than in 1891 from liquor, tea, coffee, boat and 
game licences, and also from the carriage, cart and horse tax, 
and water rate—in fact, from all sources save the duty on 
intoxicants and tobacco. 

No taxes remained unpaid at the close of the year. 


Local Bodies. 


The want of interest taken in the local bodies exhibited the 
continued deplorable inertia of the inhabitants. 


Public Debt. 


The loan of 19,5007. raised by Sir Charles Elliot between 1868 
and 1872, at 7 per cent. per annum, was finally extinguished in 
April by the payment of the last instalment due of 2502. There 
is, however, a debt of 5,158. for a loan made by the Imperial 
Government in 1872 to this Colony, but T trust that Her 
Majesty’s Government may, in view of the supreme efforts and 
sacrifices that the Colony and the Civil Servants have made to 
maintain a condition of solvency, release the Island from this 
heavy encumbrance. 


Assets and Liabihties, 


On the 31st of December the assets of the Colony were 13,6292., 
and the liabilities 14,2337. excluding the Imperial loan of 5,158/. 

In 1890 our assets were 8132. in excess of our liabilities ; in 
1891 the liabilities exceeded the assets by 786/.; and in 1892, 
after absorbing the surplus of 246/. available on the year’s account, 
our liabilities still exceeded our assets by 604/. and even this poor 
result was only achieved by the saving during the year of 2531, 
the value of offices temporarily vacant. 


Military. 


The garrison was increased on the 23rd of March by the 
arrival of 68 officers and men of the Royal Artillery, bringing 
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their strength up to 86, and the total strength of the garrison Sr. 


up to 218, of which number 115 belonged to a company of the 
East Yorkshire Regiment, which, under the command of Major 
Garnett, replaced one of the York and Lancaster Regiment on 
July the 11th. 


No progress was made locally with the formation of a Militia, 
and the subject is still engaging the attention of Her Majesty’s 
Government, Lieutenant-Colonel Maclean, late Royal Artillery, 
being retained here by the Imperial Government to watch and 
report upon the progress of events. 


Public Works. 


1,096l. was expended upon public works, including the contribu- 
tion in aid of the maintenance of the local telegraph and signal 
stations, and the entire cost of the time ball office, water supply, 
town roads, gardens, and repair of buildings, 


Against this expenditure must be set the following revenue :— 


& 

Sale of stores, trees, and engineer’s work - 215 

Sale of water, supplied to shipping é - 398 

Water rate - = - fe = B79 
Rent of house property, model square, artisans’ 

dwellings, &c. - - - re - 160 

Rents from bonded store - fs * bugs 

£1,014 


In the foregoing reimbursements I have not included the rent 
of houses upon which nothing was spent, or the renis of lands 
upon which nothing, or upon which only fencing and cleaning, was 
done, which revenues appear under the heading of Rents; nor 
have I included any of the revenue from wharfage, which is brought 
to account under the heading of Customs, although the entire cost 
of maintaining the wharf and repairing and renewing the cranes 
falls under the Public Works expenditure. : 


During 1892 nearly 200/. was spent upon a new crane, and in 
removing rocks overhanging the wharf which endangered the 
traffic thereon. 


Legislation. 


Four Ordinances were passed during the year. Numbers 1 
and 3 relate to the office of Coroner. The appointment of Coroner 
had been an elective one, but it is now vested in Her Majesty ; 
and power is given to hold, with the Governor’s consent, an 
inquisition without the aid of a jury. 


Numbers 2 and 4 are Supply Ordinances, 
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Council. 


Captain R. C. A. Howe, of the York and Lancaster Reyimert, 
was superseded in March by Captain H. B. Gundry, Royal 
Artillery, who brought the detachment of Artillery out and was a 
member of Council from April 6th to the 2nd of August, when 
Major R. de Villamil, Royal Engineers, who landed on July 11th, 
was sworn in. Mr. Saul Solomon was absent from the Island 
during the whole of the year. 


Civil Establishment. 


The office of Harbour Master was vacant during the year 
pending the appointment of a retired Naval officer. Mr. James 
Boyd continued to perform the duties in conjunction with his 
other work. 

Mr. J. Homagee was absent on leave from March 30th to July 
llth. Mr. R. M. L. Pritchard (retired) acted for him as Super- 
visor of Customs. The Honourable T. E. Fowler and Colonel 
Allen Maclean, Jate Royal Artillery, acted as Police Magistrates, 
and Mr. H. S. Hands acted as Clerk of the Peace and Registrar 
of the Su preme Court, 

Doctor F. E. Welby, the Colonial Surgeon, was absent from the 
Island from February 13th to May 16th. The coolie ship “ Bann,” 
bound to Demerara, lost her surgeon on the voyage, and I was 
compelled to send Doctor Welby on in charge of her. 

Fortunately the Flagship was in harbour at the time and I 
obtained from her the services of Surgeon Bowden, R.N., to act-as 
Colonial Surgeon, which, by the courtesy of the Admiralty, he 
continued to do until Doctor Welby returned. 

George Ward, Governor’s Messenger, resigned, and James 
Peters was appointed in his place. 

Mr. G. Fuller, Assistant Master of the Country School, resigned, 
on appointment as Master of the Hussey Charity Country School. 

The Honourable T. E. Fowler, who had been Coroner for 37 
years, retired on pension, and Mr. Wm. A. Thorpe was appointed 
to the office, the remuneration of which is now by fees in lieu of 
a fixed salary. 


Mr. R. G. Short was appointed Sheriff. 


Pensions. 


Mr. Johr Young, Collector of Customs, who was pensioned in 
1852, died during the year at the age of 89, having drawn his 
pension for a few days over 40 years. 

The annual amount for which the Colony was, on the 81st 
December, liable on account of pensions, was 1,758/., or nearly a 
qvarter of our entire revenue. 

The ages of two of our pensioners who draw the largest pensions 
were, in 1892, 84 and 94 respectively. 
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Population. 
The population may be estimated at 4,000. 


Education. 


The number of scholars on the rolls shows a slight decrease 
(from 837 to 829). 

The Government schools are suffering from the want of assistant 
teachers, whom in our present financial straits it is not easy to 
provide. 

The examinations yielded on the whole better. results than in 
1891, 


Imports and Exports. 


The value of the imports was 30,386/., an improvement of 3,004. 
over 1891; and the exports, including 6,721/. in specie, were of 
the value of 7,863/. 

In addition to the foregoing imports aud exports, whalebone 
and oil, to the value of 20,6852, was transhipped to American vessels 
by the American whaling fleet in Jamestown Harbour. 

The consumption of beer rose from 157 hogsheads in 1891 to 
301 in 1892, and from 200 dozen bottles in 1891 to 273 in 1892, 
and wines and spirits show a corresponding increase, the total 
increase in the revenue under these headsbeing nearly 4002 A 
satisfactory rise took place in the revenue from water supplied to 
ships, tonnage dues, and wharfage. 


Shipping. 

562 vessels were sighted during the year, and of these 223 
“ called” and 189 traded with licensed boatmen. This number 
(412) is 51 less than in 1891, there being an increase of 12 in the 
number of vessels calling, t.e., anchoring, and a decrease of 63 in 
the number of vessels trading without anchoring. 

From January Ist, 1892, a record was kept of every sail sighted, 
and not, as previously, only of vessels communicating by signal, 
calling, #.e, anchoring, or trading without calling. Had the record 


been kept upon the lines previously adopted, only 462 instead of 


562 would appear as sighted (see Appendix 3). 


Criminal Statistics. 


136 cases were reported to the police, 107 persons were suramarily 
convicted, 4 cases were dismissed, and 13 persons were discharged. 
Four persons were indicted in the Supreme Court. In three cases 
verdict was given for the prisoner, and a charge of manslaughter 
fell through. The total cost of the gaol for the year was 139, 
and the daily average number in prison was 2°23. No deaths 
occurred. 
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Hospital. 


The health of the Island during the year was very satisfactory. 
the number of deaths (56) being the same as in 1891, representing 
a death-rate of 13°4 per 1,000. The number of cases treated 
in the Hospital rose from 94 in 1891 to 137 in 1892: the 
number of deaths (7) being the same in each year; 44 of the 
patients treated in 1892 were sailors. 3 


Meteorology: 


The year was an important one for the Island. The 
Meteorological Council of the United Kingdom equipped a 
station at Hutts Gate, at an altitude of 1,900 feet, with the 
following instruments :—. 


One anemograph. 

One barometer. 

Six ordinary thermometers. 

One maximum registering thermometer. 
One minimum registering thermometer. 
One-8-inch rain gauge. 


The Council also provided the salary. of the officer in charge. 
Observations were commenced in February, and have siuce been 
regularly recorded. 


It is hoped that valuable results may be obtained from this 
station, which is under the care of Mr. H. S_ Hands, a zealous 
young Civil Servant who takes a keen interest in the work. The 
lowest temperature in the country recorded during the year was 
48°, and the highest 78°. The lowest recorded in town was 66° 
and the highest 80°. 1892 was markedly cooler than 1891, when 
86 degrees of heat were registered. 


The rainfall at Longwood, to the eastward of the Island, was 
244 inches ; at Hutts Gate, in the centre. of the Island. 34} inches ; 
and at Woodlands, in the western district, 292 inches. The 
greatest fall in the Island was 2°36 inches in 18 hours, which was 
recorded at the last station on 10th June. Thirty inches being 
taken as an average annual rainfall, the year must be recorded a3 
a somewhat dry one, for previous to 1892. the rainfall was only 
taken in the eastern and western sides, and not at Hutts Gate, 
in the centre, which, from the year’s records, appears to be the 
wettest locality 


The anemograph record, owing to mechanical difficulties which, 
have been overcome, was not satisfactory during part of the year, 
but doubtless a more reliable record will be obtained in 1898. 


The greatest force of wind recorded during the time the record 
was taken was 40 miles an hour in November, and the least 
8 miles, with an average number of calm days of 74 per cent. 
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Savings Bank. 


2,465/. was deposited and 1,2401., including interest, withdrawn. 

The total deposits rose from 10,1252 to 11,870/., while the number 
of investors fell from 112 to 108. The net profit upon the year’s 
transaction was only 14/., as the Government was compelled to 
appropriate, for current expenses, a portion of the deposits 
which should have been invested to meet our liabilities to the 
depositors. 

To meet these liabilities, amounting to 11,8707. on the 31st of 
December, we held stock and bonds to the nominal value of only 
9,487/., and of the market value of about 9,200. 


In connexion with the small number of depositors, it should be 


remembered that there is no other bank in the Colony, that there 
is no limit to the amount that may be deposited, and that all the 
Friendly Societies, who hold the bulk of the people’s savings, use 
the bank. 


Post Office. 


The gross revenue from the Post Office was 912/—the largest 
during the last 12 years, and the expenditure was 1772. 

The increase in the revenue as compared with 1891 is 1252 and 
the large sum 08,139/. received from stamp dealers throughout the 
world, has contributed largely to this satisfactory result. 

11,790 letters were sent from here to the United Kingdom, 
and 5,616 to other places; and, though the number of letters 
received is not known, it may be estimated at 18,000. 837 parcels 
were received and 215 despatched. The money order business 
amounted to 4,530/. 

At the close of 1892 a substantial reduction was made in the 
postal rate of letters to the eastward of the Cape. One shilling 
and twopence per half ounce had been charged, and of that sum 
1s. was paid to the Cape Government. The reduced rate 
is 73d. per half ounce to all places other than the United 
Kingdom. 

I do not expect that 1893. will show such a satisfactory postal 
revenue as 1892. I am, however, not without hope that, if Her 
Majesty’s Government will continue to pay the Colony the postage 
upon official letters upon the present. scale, it may be possible in 
1894 to reduce other postage from 6d. to 24d. the half ounce. 


Cotton-growing and Sericulture.. 


The experiments in the cultivation of cotton and in sericulture, 
conducted by the Rev. J. H. Daine, yielded no decisively satisfac- 


tory results during the year, but they are, upon the whole, not. 


discouraging. 

Although it is open to question whether Mr. Daine, with the 
limited means at his disposal, is not conducting experiments some- 
what too varied and extensive, yet his enterprise in a country so 
devoid of it as this cannot but be commended, and I hope that he 
may be able to instil into the people of this Island some of | his 
versatile energy. 
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It will be seen from Mr. Daine’s reports, which I transmit here- 
with, that, pending the development of the mulberry cuttings, 
experiments have been tried with the castor oil silkworm. It 
was, however, found that the castor oil plant of St. Helena is not 
the Ricinus Communis, and, seeds of that plant having been 
imported, further experiments will be conducted by Mr. Daine. 

A very misleading printer’s error occurred in my last year’s 
report upon the Blue Book. ‘The total expenditure upon lands 
in connection with sericulture was 10,000/.; and of this sum 
9,000/. (and not 900/. as printed) was paid for two properties at the 
Briars, which were subsequently sold together by Government 
for 400/. 


Shells. 


During the years 1884-6 Capt. W. H. Turton, R.E., who was. 
then stationed in St. Helena, made a very extensive and valuable 
collection of shells, which he subsequently presented to the 
British Museum. 

Mr. Edgar A. Smith, of the Natural History Section, has now 
reported upon the collection and on the marine molluscan fauna 
of this Island,* and in doing so says, “ The greatest praise is due to 
“ Capt. Turton for the excellent manner in which the collection 
‘“ was made and put up for transmission to this country, and the 
“ amount of time and labour bestowed upon it must have been 
“‘ very considerable. ” 

Mr. Melliss, in his work on St. Helena, enumerates only 41 
marine species; but, thanks to Capt. Turton’s energy, no less 
than 138 additional named species are now added to the list, yet 
this, as Mr. Smith says, does not at all approximate the total of the 
species which really exist around St. Helena. 

The marine molluscan fauna of St. Helena appears most, to 
resemble that of the West Indies; for of the known species in 
Capt. Turton’s collection just 50. per cent. are common to the two 
localities. About 25 species or 30 per cent. are identical with 
Mediterranean forms, and about six occur in all three localities. 

A report upon the land shells of St. Helena, also based chiefly 
upon collections made by Capt. Turton, has likewise been 
published by Mr. Smith.t In it nearly all the known species, 
both living and extinct, are figured. 


General. 


In February the Bishop of St. Helena paid a visit to Tristan 
d’Acunha, distant 1,500 miles. His Lordship reports that the 
social and moral condition of the few inhabitants was of a very 
satisfactory nature. 

The population was still somewhat upon the decrease, owing 
to emigration, and now numbers little over 50. 


* Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London, 1890, pp. 247-317, plates 
XX1-XXIV. Annals and Magazine of Natural History, 1892, Vol. X., pp. 129-135, 
plate XII. ; 

f Op. Cit., 1892, pp. 258-270, plates XXI.-XXII. 
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During the year the Government of Brazil intimated to this 
Government that they did not intend to continue to maintain a 
consular representative in St, Helena, and that consulate was 
accordingly abolished. 

The Colonial Government has for several years fostered the 
cultivation of potatoes by the annual importation of seed potatoes, 
which are most generously brought to the- Island freight free by 
the Union Steamship Company.. There is no doubt whatever 
that the small grower has been enormously benefited by these 
importations, and from my personal experience I can state that the 
Island potatoes have greatly improved. I hope shortly to transmit 
tv your Lordship a report* upon this-matter from a practical farmer. 

I must, with regret, record the jamentable fact that, with a 
decreasing population, it became necessary to make a considerable 
increase in the accommodation of the Lunatic Asylum. The 
additional rooms are in every way satisfactory and suitable, and I 
trust will more than suffice for any calls that may be made on 
them in future years. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. Grey WILSON, 


Governor: 


REPORT ON SERICULTURE, 1892. 


St. Helena, 
SIR, July 16, 1893. 

I nave the honour to present the following facts on seri- 
culture, extracted from my diary, together with samples of silk for 
the year 1892. 

In October of 1892, eggs hatched with greater simultaneity than 
the education of Aprilto May of the same year, which permitted 
the feeder more leisure than in the preceding occasions, as the 
worms fed and were dormant, with little exception, for the usual 
term. 


There was a total exemption from pebrine, and the. failures. 


were too trifling to record;.a few died from eating leaves rather 
too succulent, which might be termed mild flacherie. 

As the educations for 1892 were merely for observation, and 
reproduction of seed, together with the collection of samples, 
no commercial statistics cau be rendered, as the necessary food, 
mulberry leaves, is not yet in sufficient quantity to re-commence 
the cocvonery. 

The report on the samples of reeled silk and cocoons sent by 
me to the Kimberley Exhibition, grown at Maldivia, St. Helena, 
has not reached me. 

The specimens of silk enclosed were reeled by Mr. Wardle, 
President of the Silk Association of Great Britain and Ireland. 
Author of ‘* Wild Silks of India,” and other sericultural works 


* See page 14.. 
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who is good enough to interest himself, and has rendered me 
great help in my effort to estanlish a silk industry in St. Helena. 

This gentleman is of opinion that, when there is sufficient food 
in proximity to the cocooneries, silk in St. Helena will be made 
in commercially paying quantities. 

The end of the years ’93 and ’94 will decide the problem of silk 
in St. Helena, as quite a quantity of mulberry cuttings are now 
rooted, not by any means sufficient, but such a quantity as would 
justify (if the next educations are manipulated cheaply and 
healthily) a speculator to take up lands and plant mulberry trees. 

Pending the growth of mulberry trees, I have been much struck 
with the possibility of the acclimatization of the Castor-oil silk- 
worm, the Attacus ricini, or Eria silkworm. 

I have received from Mr. Nitya Mukerji, Special Sericulturist 
to the Government of India, a few specimens of Eria cocoons ; 
these arrived desiccated, and quite dea’. J applied to many sources 
for this species of silkworm, but failed on several different occasions. 
I heard, also, that the authorities at the Royal Gardens, Kew, had 
some for me, but they did not reach St. Helena. 

I had given up hope of being able to import these chrysalides 
alive, when quite unexpectedly the Chamber of Commerce of Silk, 
Lyons, France, who are also benevolently interested in the establish- 
ment of this industry in St. Helena, sent me a second package of 
cocoons, which happily. emerged in a few days after their arrival. 

The moths were very vigorous and beautiful. Ina few days 
I had some 20,000 eggs and anticipated a large return of cocoons ; 
to my astonishment I found that the newly-hatched worms would 
not feed upon the St. Helena castor-oil plant, and as the presumed 
Ailanthus at Plantation (a leaf the Eria will also feed upon), was 
not in foliage, I had with grief to watch my treasured Hria die by 
the thousands. On investigation it turns out that our supposed 
castor-oil of St. Helena is the Curcas purgans, and if there ever 
were castor-oil plants in the Island they have hybridized with the 
former. I have been promised a few more Eria cocoons and have 
received a dozen castor-oil seeds which have germinated, and show 
that the soil of St. Helena is suitable to them. Your Excellency 
has also promised me a supply of seed, and His Lordship the 
Bishop of Charadon, the Roman Catholic Bishop in Cape Town, 
has kindly sent 5/. to His Grace the Archbishop of Bombay to be 
expended in Eria cocoons and the cost of transit to St. Helena, 

The Eria silkworm makes seven crops per annum, the castor-oil 
is perennial in this island, and from the few plants, and cocoons 
already received I feel almost confident that if the mulberry silk 
should turn out indifferently, the Eria or castor-oil will be a success, 
instead of waiting three to four years for food for the Bombyx 
Mori, or mulberry sikworm. In three months tons of Ricimus 
communis castor-oil can be raised, the food of the Attacus ricini, 
Eria, or castor-oil, silkworm. I shallliave the honour in due course 
ty inform you of the results of my observations and investigations. 

i beg, &e. 
(Signed) Joun H. Datyne. 
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Report on Corron, 1892. 
Sir, 

I HAVE the pleasure to inform you that the cotton planted 
in the Briars field, kindly lent to me for experiment by the 
Honourable George Moss, member of your Excellency’s Council, 
has turned out better than expected. 


One pound of cotton in the boll has yielded 11 ounces of see‘ 
and five of lint. 


A tree averages, in full growth, one pound of cotton; an acre 
should carry 2,000 plants, which would give a bale of cotton of, 
more or less, 600 pounds of lint, and about 1,350, more or less, 
pounds of cotton seed, which in its raw state is worth more than 
cotton-cake as a feeding stuff. It can be fed, as Indian corn is, to 
oxen and cows. 


These figures would assure the cultivator at least 10/ per acre 
per annum; for the seed will pay for gianing, carriage, and the 
etceteras of shipping. This would be a great help to the small 
agricultural landholders in the Island. 


I would advocate other varieties of cotton than that which I 
have planted at the Briars, which is Gossypium herbaceum, the 
United States species ripening much more rapidly and admitting 
a greater number of trees to the acre. They are of a more dwarf 
nature, and, from specimens I have cultivated in other parts of the 
Island, are even heavier croppers than the St. Helena variety, and 
the staple of lint was valued by the Liverpool Cotton Brokers’ 
Association at higher figures than the Gessypium herbaceum of 
the Briars field. 


I may add that the Briars field has not received the cultivation 
due to the cotton plant, and has been ploughed but once, and 
hoed once only; one half of the plants encountered a severe 
drought, from which they have not yet fully recovered, whereas 
the other half bid fair to become forest trees. 


This little auxiliarv industry would find employment for a gin, 
conjointly with a small fibre machine such as is used in Guatemala 
and Yucatan and other Central States of America; such a fibre 
machine I have imported, and when I have obtained a horse-wind, 
or oil-engine motor, I hope to be able to give an interesting report 
upon an experiment to utilize the fibrous plants of St. Helena. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) Joun H. Datrne. 
W. Grey Wilson, Esq., C.M.G., 
Governor of St. Helena, 
&c. &e. &e. 
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Report ON SEED POTATOES. 


acral, 


Governor Grey Witson to the Marqurss or RIpPon. 


The Castle, Saint Helena, 
My Lorp, September 4, 1893. 
I wave the honour to transmit a Report from Mr. H. 
B. Morrice, one of the leading g ntlemen farmers of this island, 
upon the results of the importation by the Government of seed 
potatoes. 

2. Mr. Morrice, it will be seen, is of opinion that nothing but 
good has resulted from the experiment which, with Lord Knuts- 
ford’s consent, I originated in 1889 ; and as these importations* 
have cost the Government nothing, 1 trust your Lordship will 
sanction the continuance of annual importations. 

3. I am not able to concur in Mr. Morrice’s view that the small 
growers do not as a rule purchase the seed direct from Govern- 
ment, as, out of 19 purchasersin 1893, 14 were undoubtedly growers 
ina small way. 

4. I venture to suggest that this report would enhance the 
value of, and interest in, my report on the Blue Book for 1892 if 
printed with it. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. Grey Witson, 
Governor. 
Enclosure, 


H. B. Moraicr, Esq., to the GOVERNOR. 


St. Helena, 
DIR, September 2, 1893. 
AT your request I have gathered information as to the 
effect upon the island potato crops of the seed imported by the 
Government, and have the honour to report to your Excellency 
as foilows :— 

The purchasers of the seed are unanimously of opinion that it 
must be beneficial to have fresh seed imported from England, but 
oving to the fact that twice out of the three times that the 
Government has imported it the seasous have been exceptionally 
bad, only a few are able to say positively thatthey have had 
better crops. One grower says that from 100 Ibs. of seed he 


* Three importations :—February 1889, February 1892, and January 1893. 
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planted last February he got 7 cwt. and but for the rot he 
computes he would have had 10 ewt., whilst from his old seed 
he never got more than four or five fold. Another planter states 
that he considers he gets fully fourteen fold from Government 
seed, of a better quality of potato, and that he has only been 
successful with potatoes since he bought that seed. On the other 
hand, several purchasers report a total loss of crops. 

In answer to your question “can it be said that the small 
“ grower has benefited?” I can only say that though few have 
done so directly, many, I think, have indirectly. 

The price of the first two lots of seed imported put them quite 
out of reach of the poor man, but as he buys his seed from the 
larger growers he probably benefited in the end. Now that, 
owing to the generosity of the Union Company in bringing the 
potatoes out freight free, the price has come down, the small 
growers will probably buy direct from the Government; but 
whether they do so or not there is no doubt that the importa- 
tion of seed is a universal benefit to all potato growers, because if 
the small grower buys seed from the larger grower the more often 
the latter is able to renew his seed the better for the former. 

The opposition on the part of many businesg men in Jamestown 


to this encouragement given by the Government to a branch of 


agriculture which brings some hurdreds of pounds yearly into the 
Island is, to me, inexplicable, seeing that probably the whole of 
this money eventually finds its way into their shops. If the 
cultivation of potatoes interfered with the sale of rice one could 
understand it, but it is not so; St. Helenians are not a potato- 
eating race, and, with the exception of what is sold to the garrison, 
neatly the whole of the crop is sold to shipping, or is exported, 
so that it brings in money which would otherwise be totally lost 
to the island. 
IT have, &c. 
(Signed) H. B. Morrice, 


St. Heinna. 
1892, 


eee 


a57 
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<i APPENDIX 1. 
OT. EAM A, 


1892, 


SHIPPING, 1866—92.* 


Merchant Sailing Ships Difference from 
Vessels. of War previous Year, 
and : re 
Mail 
British, | Foreign. |Steamers. Decrease.| Increase. 


-— Suez Canal opened. 


| Average 
Annual Decrease 
1870-81, 
273 


@onnage Dues 
abolished, 


1883-5, 
15} 


— 


Fasthee Ships 
Ordinance 
enacted. 


Average 
Annual Decrease 
1887-9 
29} 


Average 
Annual Decrease 
1890-2, 
21% 


| 
iS 


222 Average 
Annual Decrease 
Ww. —- 1870-92, 
Net decrease since 1869 630 273% 


* This return includes only ships which “ called.” 
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APPENDIX 2. Sr. HELENA, 
1892.. 


ee 


Recerets and EXPENDITURE, 1866-92. 


— ~~ —|}—————— ———_$—$$ $s 


Revenue. Revert : Bapen rents toans 
Year. of Grants ee Surplus. | Deficit. strom bearing 
Customs. Pdathd Loans. mat ot ment, | interest. 
ewe Veneer, PO oe 
iss | 17357 | 5.805 sie | 26tlo | — 6000 
1867 17,159 5,867 23,026 27,113 — ae 
1868 | 13,402 | 5,304 | 18,706 | 26,203 = 5,000 
1869 | 15,076 | 5,704 | 20,780 | 24,626 os 5,000 
1870 | 11,094 | 4880 | 15,974 | 18,943 = 1,250 
1871 10,621 4,937 15,558 18,489 _ — 
1872 10,121. 3,807 13,928 27,376 _ 8,250 
1873 11,138 - 8,842 14,980 16,699 _ cane 
1874 10,003 3,979 13,982 14,522 — ‘a 
1875 10,041 8,575 13,616 14,040 _ = 
1876 9,555 8,612 13,167 13,329 _ Ses 
1877. | — 9,808 2,973 12,781 18,007 — ee 
1878 10,517 3,681 14,198 12,815 35383 = 
1879 10,470 3,685 14,155 12,486 1,669 = 
1880 8,547 3,403 11,950 11,870 80 mS 
1881 9,198 3,228 12,426 12,801 _ = 
1882 8,253 3,247 11,500 11,212 288 - Grants _ 
: Mail 
1883 v001 | 3175 | 10266 | 1,145 | — sad 
1884 6,611 3,360 2,971 10,807 _ = 
1885 6,017 3,032 9,049 *13,099 _— se 
1886 6,580 3,606 10,186 *11,210 — = 
1887 4,590 3,454 8,044 *11,382 _ ate 
1888 5,841 3,425 9,266 *10,448 _ — 
1889 4,891 3,518 8,409 *8,979 _ — 
1890 5,656 3,073 8,729 9,032 _ = 
1891 3,704 3,170 6,874 8,288 art — 
1892 4,352 3,339 7,691 7,445 246 =e 


Total grant in aid for Mail Service - . S 


* Inchiding payments for Mail Service amounting in the five years tu - 
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Sr. soot ie APPENDIX 3. 


Called 
Ships* Passed Traded eat 
Year. , without with Called. traded 
Sigualled. trading. | Boatmen. B = via oh 


1886 - - 686 290 90 377 396 
1887 ~ - 619 193 109 317 427 
1888 - - 641 145 166 330 496 
1889 ” - 604 55 261 288 549 
1890 - - 480 73 196 211 407 
1891] - - 502 39 252 211 463 
1892 - - 462 50 189 223 412 


* In 1892 a record was kept of every ship sighted, and 100 were sighted in 
addition to the 462 which were signalled. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS. 


The following, among cther, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence froin 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL, 

No. Colony. Year. 

17 | Falkland Islands - - - - - | 1890 

18 | Labuan - - ‘ - a : 7 

19 | British Honduras - ~ - « 7 . 

20 | Basutoland - - + - | 1890-91 

21 | Trinidad and Fobsio - - ‘ - | 1890 

22 | Leeward Islands’ - ” « : 4 ¢ 

23 | Grenada - - ° = “ is % 

24 | Straits Settlements - - " « % ‘. 

25 | British Guiana - - - - * wi 

26 | St. Helena - - - - w ‘ a 

27 | Mauritius - - - = * " - 

28 {| Gambia - - - - Z y 4 

29 | Hong Kong - - - = ‘ :. 

30 | Ceylon - - - - = - | 1889 

31 | Lagos - - . - * ps _ 

32 | Lagos - “ - - " ¥ 1890 

33 | Ceylon - - - . - . " 

34 | Newfoundland - - - - = i 

35 | Jamaica - - - « - - | 1889-91 

36 | Victoria - - « * mt 1890 

37 | British New inten: - - .- - | 1890-9] 

38 | St. Vincent > - : - -| 1891 

39 | Bermuda - ¥ * al . ss 

40 | Seychelles, and Badradee - - - - | 1889 and 
1890 

41 Gambia - - - *» * 2 1891 

42 | Barbados - - - - - i Pp 

43 Turks Islands - - - . - ~ 

44 | Bahamas - - - $ - % « 

45 | Fiji s : - - - - | 1890 

46 | Seychelles - - ° “ = >| 1991 

47 | British Bechuanaland - : - - | 1890-92 

48 | Malta - - . e - | 1890 and 
1891 

49 | Gibraltar - . * ‘ % <i) 4eo4 

50 | Falkland Islands’ - : * be " “ 

51 | Leeward Islands - - - - = c 

52 | Grenada - - - : re r fs 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast ° - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand - * - | Forests. ; 
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No. 53. ee 
ST. LUCIA. pats 


[For Report for 1890, see Colonial Report (Annual) No, 10.] 


Sir W. Heity-Hutcainson to Lorp Knuts¥rorp, 


St. Vincent, August 20th, 1892. 
Forwarded, 
(Signed) Wattrr Hery-Hutcainson, 
The Right Hon, 


Lord Knutsford, G.C.M.G., 
&c. &e. &e. 


DIR, Government House, August 12th, 1892. 
I wave the honour to transmit herewith my Report on the 
Blue Book for the year 1891, 

2. I regret that owing to the late period at which I received some 
of the returns, I was unable to forward my report at an earlier 
date. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) V. Skreron GouLpsBury. 
His Excellency 
The Hon, Sir W. Hely-Hutchinson, K,C.M.G., 
&e, &e. &e. 


ReEPoRT on the BLuE Boox for 1891. 


TaxEs, Duties, anp Ferns. 
Excise Duty on Spirits. 


Throughout the year the strength of Spirits had been tested by 
the use of the bubble, but on the 3lst of December an Ordinance 


I 73469. Wt. 10230, = 
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were became law substituting Sykes’s hydrometer for the bubble. By the 
use of this instrument the exact strength of the spirit may be 
ascertained, and accurate calculations made for revenue and other 

purposes, 


Dues falling on the Shipping. 


These remain unchanged, except that a fee of 4s. for the use of 
the harbour master’s boat in running lines has been authorised. 
This adds nothing to the charges paid by the shipping, as the fee 
was previously paid to the boat’s crew, 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


The revenue and expenditure of the Colony for the year 1891 
amounted to 49,326/. and 53,9062 respectively, showing an 
excess of expenditure over revenue amounting to 4,580/, 


The estimated revenue and expenditure were, respectively, 
48,624/, and 48,1552, The actual revenue exceeded the estimated 
revenue by 7021, and the actual expenditure the estimated 
expenditure by 5,751/. 


The revenue for 1890 was returned at 50,232/, and the 
expenditure at 45,430/, The revenue for 1891 was, therefore, 
906/. less, and the expenditure 8,476/. more, than the respective 
figures for 1890. 


The following table shows the principal heads of revenue under 
which there was a falling off, and of expenditure under which 
there was an increase, in 1891 as compared with the preceding 
year, and also the principal items of decrease in the one case and 
of increase in the other, 


Revenue. 
Decrease in 189] 
Heads of Receipts, compared with 
1890. 
| 2 
Customs - - - ° - ~ - 243 
Port, Harbour, Wharf, and Light Dues - - - | 316 
oS 
Fees of Court and of office’ - - . - = 231 


Land Sales (the proceeds of land sales were transferred in 
1891 from General Revenue to a special account) - - 547 


— 


COLONIAL REPORTS,---ANNUAL. 5 
Expenditure, 
| Increase in 1891 
Heads of Expenditure. as compared with 
‘ 1890. 
£ 

Treasury and Customs - = > : - 568 
Audit Department - - - - - - 738 
Medical - - ~ - = - - 597 
Immigration - - : : : : - 931 
Education - - - -. - ~ - 637 
Miscellaneous nv - - - - - 894 
Post Office - - - ~ - - - 432 
Colonial Engineer’s Department - ~ - 721 
Materials and Stores. - - - - - 2,125 
Census - : = : - : - 415 
Special Votes - - - - - - - 435 


The revenue and expenditure for 1891 compare as follows with 
the average revenue and expenditure for the preceding five years 
1886-90 :— 


| | Increase 


Average 
for over 
—-- 1891. average for 
five years , 
1686-00,. } =e eens 
five years. 
ve Sw Eee 2 ES 
Revenue - - - - 49,326 | 43,956 5,370 


Expenditure - - - - 53,906 | 44,481 9,425 


The decrease in the revenue for 1891, compared with the 
previous year, is attributable to several causes. The decrease in 
Customs receipts was mainly due to a reduction in the number of 
wage-earning people employed on military and public works, and 
a consequent diminution in the spending power of a considerable 
number of the working-class consumers ; and to the amouut of 
the Customs receipts carried to the credit of revenue being reduced 
by two-fifths of the duty received on tobacco having been assigned 
to the Immigration Fund. 

The decrease in Port and Harbour Dues was chiefly caused by 
the discontinuance of certain dues charged on steamers entering 


Sr. Lucra. 
1891. 


eas 
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the port of Castries; and the falling off in the rec2ipts from fees 
of office, was owing principally to fewer vessels having been 
piloted than in the previous year. 

The decrease as regards land sales” arose from the transfer 
from general revenue of the proceeds of land sales to a special 
account. 

The increase of 8,476/. in the expenditure for 1891 as compared 
with 1890 was, in the main, due to the following circumstances :— 
The adoption of the system of increase to salaries of certain 
officers by annual increments; the payment of the audit expenses 
of 1890 in 1891; the resumption of coolie immigration, which 
caused increased expenditure under the head “ Medical”; the 
charging against general revenue of salaries and certain other 
expenses incurred in connection with immigration which had 
previously been charged to the Immigration Fund; an increased 
vote for educational purposes; a larger allowance to the military 
in lieu of exemption from customs duty ; an increased contribution 
to the Imperial postal subsidy ; the rearrangement of the offices of 
Director of Public Works and Director of Surveys ; the formation 
of a Public Works Store Department and the purchase of stores 
and materials; the cost of the census; and, under the head of 
Special Votes, the cost of plans, reports, &c., in connection with 
the proposed new water works for Castries, and the grant made 
to Martinique in aid of the sufferers from the hurricane. 


Assets and Liabilities, 


The subjoined statement exhibits the assets and liabilities of 
the Colony on the 31st December 1891. 


ASSETS. LIABILITIES. 
£ ; £ 
Cash - : : - - 363 | Savings Bank Deposit Account - 9,961 
Colonial Bank Current Account - 2,767 | Castries Town and Towns and Vil- 
lages Funds - - - 2,790 
‘i Deposit Account . 7,500 
Police and Revenue Officers’ Reward 
Investments on account of Savings Fund - - : - 1,737 
Bank - : - - - 5,000 
Imperial Post Office Fund and Colon- 
Investments on account of Police ial Money Order Account : 477 
and Revenue Officers’ Reward 
Fund - - : - . 1,504 | Grenada Account - - . 1,296. 
Miscellaneous Advances . - 9,674 | Public Works Loan Works Account 5,608 
Crown Agent’s Current Account - 672 | Land Sales Fund ° ° - 352 
Lezdon and Westminster Bank - 114 | Suspense Account - - - 
eu Prisons Manufacturing Account - 
£27,596 | 
Sinking Funds - “ - - 
Surplus Stores Account - 2,125 


Surplus Assets - : C ~ 


£29,721 
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St. Luctra. 


Public Debt. 1891. 


The public debt of the Colony at the end of the year under 
review amounted to 148,770/, and was made up as shown in the 
annexed table. 


urce from which 


So 
Amount due | Amount of ‘i tewnet ci 


Debts. at end of original Pry 
sinking fund are 
year 1891. debt, aa a 
£ £ 
Central Sugar Factory Loans - 31,600 40,000 General Revenue. 
Immigration Loans - - 21,800 23,000 Immigration Fund, 
Harbour of Castries Improve- 
ment Loans - - ~ 84,000 84,000 | General Revenue. 
Public Works Loans ~- -}- 11,370 11,370 Do. 


- 
a 


£148,770 | £158,370 


The sum of 1,000/.,, was paid off during the year by the redemp- 
tion of drawn debentures. The public debt at the end of the 
year was equal to about three years’ revenue, and represented an 
indebtedness equal to 3/. 10s. 6d, per head of the population. 


Savings Bank. 


The deposits in the Savings Bank during 1891 amounted to 
8,2681.; the number of depositors at the end of the year was 909, 
thus giving an average of a little over 9/. per depositor. The 
withdrawals amounted to 8,264/, The deposits and withdrawals 
alinost balanced each other. The total amount to the credit of 
depositors at the close of the year was 9,961/. 

In 1890 the deposits amounted to 7,630/., the withdrawals to 
6,5212, and the depositors numbered 681. The amount to the 
credit of depositors on the 31st December 1890 was 9,492/. 


Municipalities and other Public Bodies. 


The town of Castries is governed by an elective Town Board 
consisting of eight members. All the other towns and _ villages 
are under the supervision and management of Town Wardens, 
acting under the control of the Governor in Council. 

The revenue of the towns and villages for 1891 amounted to 
3,665/., and the expenditure to 3,777/, ‘The revenue is derived 


208 


8 COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 


principally from House Tax, the rate being levied upon the 
assessed annual rental, or value for rental, of the property. The 
rate varies from 5 per cent. in some of the villages to 8 per cent. 
in others and in the towns. 


Military. 


The only expenditure of the Colony in respect of the troops 
was 867/., paid as an allowance in lieu of duty-free goods. The 
Imperial expenditure during the year for military purposes amounted 
to 35,0591. 


Public Works. 


The works executed by the Public Works Department during 
the year consisted partly of works of construction and partly of 
works of maintenance and repair. Under the former head may 
be enumerated the following as the principal works of construction 
carried out during the year:—The completion of the new police 
barracks at Dennery and of that at Soufriére ; the addition of a 
verandah to the medical officer’s quarters at Dennery Hospital ; 
the building of a new kitchen at the Poor Asylum; the erection | 
of a harbour-master’s boathouse at Castries, and of a boat jetty 
at Rat Island (for Yaws Hospital) ; the completion of the infirmary 
at the Royal Gaol, and of the main building of the Baron Asylum ; 
the laying of a new and larger main from the Castries Water- 
works reservoir to the town; and the erection of one of the two 
leading lights for marking the line of entrance of the Castries 


Harbour. 


Under the head of repairs the following were the principal items 
of work done :—General repairs to Governor’s office, Post Office, 
and Treasury; general repairs to Dennery Hospital, Soufriére 
Lunatic Asylum, Gros Islet Police Barracks, and to Royal Gaol ; 
repair of damage done at Eastern end of North wharf by storm 
on the 18th August (the day of the hurricane at Martinique, and 
the reopening, repairing, and renewal of drains on the Kastern 
reclamation and at the Carenage. 


As regards roads and bridges the work executed was mainly 
that of maintenance and repair ; the only new work of importance 
undertaken being the opening of a new trace from the fourth mile 
mark on the Dennery road, by means of which the very steep 
gradients of the Piton Flore are avoided ; and the erection of a 
new iron bridge over the Grognet Ravine to replaee the old 
wooden second bridge, Morne Road. 


The total sum spent on public works for the year was 10,1721. 
of which expenditure 8,136, was paid out of General Revenue 
and the balance of 2,036, out of loans, 
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Legislation. 


Seventeen Ordinances were passed by the Legislative Council 
during the year. 


Their titles are as follows :— 


(1.) An Ordinance to authorise the raising of a Loan, not ex- 
ceeding in the whole the sum of 28,000/., for the purposes of 
Indian Immigration, and to provide for the repayment of 
the said Loan. 


(2.) An Ordinance to amend the Surveyors and Boundaries 

~ Settlement Ordinance, 1886. 

(3.) An Ordinance for taking the census of the Island of St. 
Lucia 

(4.) An Ordinance to amend the law relating to Immigration. 

(5.) An Ordinance to amend the Customs Ordinance, 1888. 

(6.) An Ordinance to protect Children under the age of twelve 
years from being made to perform Excessive Manual Labour. 

(7.) An Ordinance to provide for the payment of certain sums 
of money for the Public Service of the year 1890. 

(8.) An Ordinance to impose Dues on Ships entering the 
Harbour of Castries. 

(9.) An Ordinance to amend the Juiquor Licence Ordinance,. 
1886. 


(10.) An Ordinance to provide for the appointment of an 
Administrator-General, and for vesting in him certain powers 
and duties hitherto attaching to the office of Colonial 
Trustee. 


(11.) An Ordinance to amend the Quarantine Ordinance, 1871. 
(12.) An Ordinance to amend. the Immigration Loan Ordinance, 
1891. 

(13.) An Ordinance to regulate the carriage of passengers 
between St. Lucia and certain other places adjacent thereto. 
(14.) An Ordinance to authorise and contirm certain expenditure: 

incurred for the Public Service during the year 1889. 


(15.) An Ordinance to provide for the Service of the Colony of 
St. Lucia for the year 1892. 


(16.) An Ordinance to amend the Tax Ordinance, 1875. 


(17.) An Ordinance to amend the Customs Tariff Ordinance, 
1881. 


The most important measure passed during the year was the 
{mmigration Ordinance 1891. This enactment deals in a 
comprehensive manner with all matters connected with immigra- 
tion, It, inter alia, defines the duties and powers of the Protector 
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of Immigrants ; fixes the conditions and terms upon which immi- 
grants are to be indentured to employers, and the rates of wages 
to be paid both for time and task work; and provides for the 
protection, medical care, and general well-being of the immigrants 
while in the Colony. | 


Civil Establishment. 


Mr. C. C. Knollys administered the Government up to the 
26th of May, on which day I arrived in the Colony and assumed 
the administration of the Government in succession to Mr, R. B. 
Llewelyn. 

The Colonial Engineer and Surveyor’s Department was re- 
constructed and the duties divided between two new offices. ‘The 
execution of public works was committed to the Director of Public 
Works for the Windward Islands, and a foreman of works, 
resident in St. Lucia, was appointed for three years. The office 
of Director of Surveys for the Windward Islands’ was created, 
and the duties performed previously by the Colonial Surveyor 
were transferred to that officer, who was placed at the head of a 
Crown Lands and Survey Department. Mr. Messervy, Director 
of Public Works at Grenada, became the head of the Public 
Works Department, and Mr. Reeve, late Colonial Engineer and 
Surveyor at St. Lucia, was appointed Director of Surveys for 
the Windward Islands. 

Mr. H. Gamble, harbourmaster and pilot, was dismissed from 
the service, and Mr. G. C. Bruce, harbourmaster and second 
Customs officer at St. Helena, was appointed in his stead. | 

Mr. Low, magistrate of the first district, who was transferred 
to Grenada in the previous year to act as treasurer of that Colony, 
continued absent throughout the year. The arrangement which 
had been made in consequence of his transfer remained the same, 
namely, the magistrate of the third district, Mr. J. W. Elliot, 
acted as magistrate of the first district, and Mr. T. H. Dix, magis- 
trate of the second district, discharged Mr. Elliot’s duties in 
conjunction with his own. | 


Pensions, 
There was no change in the pension list during the year. 
Population. 


The birth-rate for the year under review was above, and the 
death-rate below, the average for previous years; and the gain to 
the population resulting from the excess of births over deaths was 


734, 
Census. 


The census taken on the 5th April 1891 shows that the popu- 
lation of St. Lucia on that day was 42,220, The population: in 
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1881 was 38,551. There was, therefore, an increase of 3,380 
in the intervening 10 years, or an average annual increase of 338. 
Small as this increase is, it has not been a natural one, but has 
been contributed to by the addition of the troops, and by increased 
East Jndian coolie and other immigration, which sources have 
supplied 1,806 out of the 3,380 shown as the gain in the decade ; 
leaving 1,574, or 157 per annum, as the apparent natural increase 
in the population for the last 10 years. Against the poverty of 
this increment, however, there must be set an uncertain allowance 
which is to be taken into account in respect of the emigration 
which took place to Colon during the construction of the Panama 
Canal. Unfortunately no record was kept of the numbers who 
were lured away by the prospect of quickly acquired wealth, nor 
has any note been taken of those who have returned. Some 
slight and slow repatriation has been going on, but it is to be 
feared that of those who sailed away dreaming of easy work, 
rapidly acquired wealth, and a happy return to their native land, 
a large portion met, instead, with hardship, sickness, and dis- 
appointment, and finally fell victims to their unhealthy surround- 
ings and to the climate. 


Of the total increase since 1881, namely, 3,380, the town of 
Castries contributes 2,133, or 63 per cent. ; and, adding in the 
towns of Dennery and Vieux Fort, the proportion is raised to 
2,723, or nearly 81 per cent. contributed by these three towns 
to the total of the number gained during the decade, leaving the 
trifling increment of 650, or an average of 65 yearly, as that 
furnished by the rural districts. This cannot, I think, be regarded 
as a healthy and satisfactory state of things, It is, however, only 
an accentuated instance of the unhealthy tendency which obtains 
generally in other lands of crowding into towns at the cost of the 
country in the way of diminished agricultural production, and at 
the loss to the individual of desirable physical and moral 
qualities, 


The following table exhibits in a general way the movements 
of the population for the decennial period, 1881-91 :— 


pec ones 5 Sale nee aintatin Sn Ooo eeeiwer a snes ~ 


re beta wane 
Number of Population. | ~ e Bs | 
ay 2 ° 
eae. eee eee 
} a R Or = 
Year. yy g = 2 Bea 3 E S 
Sai | Bid Bed Beep ogeb! Bol s 
= Fs FS a A |AS a p e 
April 1881 - | 18,973 | 19.578 | 38,551 | 4°30 2°55 165 6,935 | 30,469 1,147 
| 
April 1891 - | 20,461 | 21,759 | 1,665 


42,020; 3°60 | 2°41 | 181 | 7,956 | 32,599 
| 


The relative proportion of the sexes is shown as 100 males to 
every 106°34 females. The census report gives the following 
as the numbers and centesimal proportions of the four racial 
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categories into which, for censys purposes, the population has 


been divided. 


os Number. Per-centage. 
) re 
Black —- . 2 : 28,766 68°13 
Mixed : . : 9,978 23°63 
White - = : : 950 2-25 
Asiati¢ * - ~ - | 2,526 5°99 
Total - | 42,220 100°00 


The centesimal proportions of the married, unmarried and 
widowed appear as,—married 18°84, unmarried 77:22, widowed 
3°94. 

The proportion of the different religious denominations, 
expressed centesimally, is shown in the census report as 
follows ;:— | 


Reman Catholic - - - - 85:79 
Protestant - - - - -~ 9°23 
Mohammedan - - - ~ - ‘AT 
Hindt = 3 br * 4°38 
Undetermined remainder - - - 13 


The 2,523 East Indian coolies in the Colony comprise 1,849 
Hindtis, 199 Mohammedans, and 475 Christians, 


Immigration. 


The total number of East Indian immigrants introduced into 
the Colony during 1891 was 554. They were brought from 
Calcutta in the s.s. Roumania, and arrived at St. Lucia on the 
31st of March. This batch of immigrants came by way of the 
Red Sea, Suez Canal, and Mediterranean, the Roumania being the 
first ship that brought immigrants for the West Indies by that 
route. 

Three births and five deaths occurred during that voyage, and 
a birth and a death took place in the harbour of Castries before 
the immigrants had left the ship. 

The 554 immigrants landed were classified in accordance with 
the Ordinance as fellows :—309 male and 126 female adults, 7 
minors, and 105 infants. According to the Immigration Ordinance 
an adult means ‘an immigrant at or above the age of 15 years; 
a minor, an immigrant under the age of 15 years, and above the 
age of ten years; and an infant, an immigrant under the age of 
ten years. 
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The Protector of Immigrants reports that in some respects the 
immigrants were landed in a satisfactory condition, but that an 
unusually large number of them was sent direct from the ship to 
hospital, and that many of the smaller children were extremely 
emaciated, 

The vital statistics of the immigrants brought by the Roumania, 
for the niné months April to December, appear as follows :— 


Adults. Minors. 
es Se ee TADS) Oe LOLELS 
Number landed from S.S. Rou- 309 126 ff 7 105 554 

mania. 

Births - - - - _ —_ — — 12 12 
117 566 
Deaths = - - 1 i a — 19 29 
Remain - 3808 124 vf 7 98 §44 


The decrease of ten souls, shown above, was attributable to the 
excessive infant mortality, the deaths amongst infants corresponding 
to an annual death-rate of 216°5 per 1,000. On the other hand, the 
mortality amongst the adults and minors was slight, corresponding 
to an annual death-rate of 8°9 per 1,000. The Protector of 
Immigrants, in his report, states that the lage number of children 
landed from the Roumania in a miserable and emaciated condition, 
furnishes the explanation as to the large number of deaths which 
occurred, 

Although the immigrants who were brought to the Colony in 
1881, had fulfilled their ten years’ engagement, under which 
they were entitled to a free passage back to India in 1891, none 
of them returned during the year in consequence of a failure on 
the part of the Government to obtain the means of transport, no 
accommodation being available in any of the ships conveying 
coolies back to India from any of the other West India 
Colonies. 

At the date of taking the Census (5th Arril) there were 2,523 
East Indian immigrants in the Colony. 

It is satisfactory to be able to report that the East Indian 
immigrants are large depositors in the Savings Bank; that many 
of them have acquired property in the form of stock, such as 
horses, cattle, sheep, &c.; and that some cf the leading men have 
begun to purchase Crown lands in the neighbourhood of Castries. 
Another gratifying feature which is worthy of note, is the existence 
in the Colony of five schools (four of which were cn the list 
of Government aided schools in 1891), organised and partly 
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maintained by the Canadian Mission, and specially devoted to the 
training and teaching of Indian children, 

A comprehensiye Immigration Ordinance was passed in the 
early part of the year repealing the Immigration Ordinance 1880, 
defining the conditions under which immigrants are to be intro- 
duced into the Colony and indentured to employers, making 
provision for the protection, medical supervision and’ treatment, 
and general well-being of the immigrants while in the Colony 
and finally for their repatriation at the end of their period of 
contract. : 


Education, 


With the exception of two schools, the St. Mary’s College and 
the St. Joseph’s Convent, both in Castries, all those in St. Lucia 
are primary schools. Of these 24 are assisted and 4 are Govern- 
ment schools, the former consisting of 16 Roman Catholic, J 
Anglican, 1 Wesleyan school, 4 schools for Hast Indian children, 
and 2 yndenominational schools. Four schools, 3 Roman Catholic 
and one Government, have infant sckools attached to them. The 
Government schools are undenominational, but in certa'n specified 
hours religious instruction can be given to the scholars by their 
spiritual pastors. 

Although education is in a backward state in St. Lucia, it is 
gratifying to learn that improvement is taking place, and to know 
that the improvement will become accelerated as the children 
become more familiar with the language in which they are taught, 
and in proportion to the improvement in the methods of 
instruction, ~ . 

The schools which for many years past had been maintained in 
the Colony by the Lady Mico Charity Trust were withdrawn in 
the early part of the year, and of the seven schools so maintained 
five were taken over by the Government, the school premises 
having been purchased by the Colony for a sum of 11,2032 Two 
of these schools were subsequently disposed of to the Roman 
Catholic authorities, and the remaining three continue as Govern- 
ment schools. | : 

From the subjoined table, in which I have shown certain per; 
centages and given other particulars, some idea may be obtained 
of the state of primary education in the Colony :— 

Number of primary schools in the Colony — - 28 
Total population of St. Lucia - - 42,220 
Number of population between the age of 5 

and 15 years (which may be taken as the 


school age) - - - - 11,405 
‘Total number on school rolls “ - - 3,149 
Average attendance - - ogee — = oe aS 
Number presented for examination - - 1,160 
Number passed in two subjects = - - 948 


Centesimal proportion of “ school-age ” children 
(5 to 15 years) to total population - * 27 
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Percentage on rolls of number of “ school-age ” 


children - | - - - 27°6 
Centesimal proportion of attendance to number 

of * school-age” children - - - 14:8 
Percentage of attendance of number on rolls - 53°9 
Percentaye of attendance presented for 

examination ~ - - - 68°3 
Percentage of attendance passed in two subjects 558 
Percentage of those presented which passed in 

two subjects - - ~ 81°7 
Centesimal proportion of numbers passed in two 

subjects to number of “ school-age ” children 8°3 


As a rule, the children hear English spoken only while they are 
in school, the language of their homes being patois, and of their 
churches and spiritual pastors French. It can, therefore, be easily 
imagined how serious are the difficulties with which educational 
efforts have to contend in this Colony. 

The amount contributed by the Government during the year in 
aid of primary education was 2,075/., which corresponds to a sum 
of 13s. 2d. per head per annum of the number of scholars on the 
rolls. In aid of secondary education, a sum of 200/., was con- 
tributed to the funds of St, Mary’s College, Castries. 


Vital Statistics. 


There were 1,929 births registered during the year, 158 of the 
number being still-births ; 735 of the births were legitimate and 
1,194 illegitimate, the former representing 38:10 per cent. and 
the latter 61°90 per cent. of the total births for the year. The 
birth-rate (still-births included) was 4°05 per cent. of the popula- 
tion. The still-births were 8°19, and the live births 91°81 per 
cent. of the total births. 


The foregoing figures compare as in the following table with 
those for the year 1890 :-— 


| Ss | & | 4a 

2. | 8 S 
m 

: wa | 3 8-3 
nO wn 3 oO}, ° aR 
Year. 2 Z z $ 2 Sona Sp Qs 
a | —Q =| I = ) =i ey 
o a Se = Bp s) 3 33 3 ee 
> a 3 ep 2 BA | s8 | Es 

rel M a 4 i=" Ay Ay faa) 
1890 - ~ 1,574 130 1,704 594 1,110 | 34°86 65°14 3°65 


1891 - - | 1,771 155 1,929 735 1,194 | 38°10 | 61°90 4.05 
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oe oe From this table it will be seen that, comparing the two years 
aes te 1890 and 1891, the percentage of legitimate births increased from 
34°86 to 38°10, and the percentage of illegitimate births conse- 
quently decreased from 65:14 to 61:90. Although the proportion 
of illegitimate to legitimate births is still lamentably high, yet it is 
satisfactory to be able to record an appreciable decrease in it, and 
to recognise this decrease as a hopeful evidence of an improving 

social and moral condition of the people. 


The deaths during the year, including still-births, numbered 
1,195, or, exclusive of still-births, 1,037. The death-rate 
(exclusive of still-births) was 2:45 per cent, of the population as 
against 2°35 in 1890. Of the total mortality 36 per cent, was 
represented by the deaths of children under one year of age. This 
excessive infant mortality is attributable to several causes, some of 
which are preventible, the chief of these latter being, in the 
opinion of the Registrar-General, intentional neglect before or 
after birth, incompetence of self-styled midwives, and protracted 
daily absence of mothers of the labouring and domestic class. As 
a primary cause, however, I think there can be little doubt that 
illegitimacy is the main source of the evil, and that, so long as it 
exists to such a deplorably large extent, infant mortality will 
continue excessive to an approximately corresponding degree. 


It is worthy of note that there were only three deaths from 
snake bites during the year. The mortality from this cause for 
the previous 22 years gives an average of 10 deaths per annum. 


The birth-rate during 1891 was above, and the death-rate below, 
the average of previous years; and the gain to the population 
arising out of the excess of births over deaths—the natural 
increase—was 734. 


The number of marriages celebrated during the year was 396, 
It is satisfactory to observe that the resort to the marriage 
ceremony is on the increase, the marriages during 1891 exceeding 
those of 1890 by 112, and those of 1889 by 128. 


Imports. 


The total value of the imports for the year was 222,1781, 
against 206,693/. in 1890, showing an increase of 15,4851. for the 
year under review. Of the total imports, 138,019/. worth came 
from the United Kingdom, 24,8672 from British Colonies, and 
59,292 from foreign countries, the United States of America 
contributing 39,436. of the last-named amount. 


The following statement enumerates the articles of imports, 
which show an increase or decrease of 2002, or over in value in 1891, 
as compared with the preceding year :— 
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Articles. Increase. Articles, &e. Decrease. 
2 | ¢ 
Ale and porter . - - 774 | Animals, living : 
: Oxen - - - =|) 2,112 
Animals, living : Cottons, linens, and woollens- | 4,969 
Cattle 2,301 | Fish, salted and dried r 802 
Butter - - 246 | Jewellery - - - 260 
Coals - - 1,343 | Machinery and other agricul- 
Sonfectionery - 241 tural implements - - | 3,433 
Flour’ - - 2,900 | Nails - - - - 217 
Oats and bran - 488 | Salt - - - - 367 
Fruits and vegetables 294 | Specie - - - =| 1,400 
Haberdashery - 3,163 | Wines - - - - 389 
Iron, galvanised 730 | Wood, white pine - ~ 420 
Manure - - 1,998 


Oil—lard, olive, &e. 
Paints und varnish 
Preserves - 
Rice - - 
Railway materials 
Silks and satins 


Pos et oe 8 8 FP we eee er SI KE Bee 8 
no 
id 
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Shingles - md 244 

Soap - - 605 

Gin - “ - 200 

Twine - - - 231 

Wood—pitch pine - 1,054 
Exports. 


The value of the exports during 1891 was 181,503 against 
197,452 in 1890, showing a decrease in 1891 amounting to 15,9491. 

In the following statement is shown the articles of export, in 
which an increase or decrease of 200/. or over in value occurred. 
in 1891 as compared with 1890, and the amount of such increase 
or decrease. 


Amount of Amount of 
increase in increase in 
Articles. 1891 com- Articles. 1891 com- 
, pared with pared with 
1890. 1890. 
z £ 
Cocoa + - - 1,794 Sugar : 
Farine manioc = - - 1,445 Muscovado - - 2,214 
Mangoes - - - 1,230 Usine - - - 2,241 
Molasses - - 3,262 
Vegetables and provisions 
(fresh) - - 333 


Wood, timber and logwoo 4,393 
Fuel, pimento sticks and 
other woods - - 478 


Tt will be seen from the above table that three articles—cocoa, 
farine manioc, and mangoes~—-show between them an increase of 
4,4697. Cocoa exhibits an increase of 1,794/. over the export of 
1890, and taking the average export of this article for the five 


I 73469. 
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years 1886-90, I find that the increase in 1891 compared with 
that average amounts to 6,7307, 

Favine mani c¢ (cassava flour) shows an increase of 1,4451. over 
the export for 1890, and an increase of 1,0432 over the average 
for the three years 1888-90. ‘There does not appear to have been 
any export of this article in 1886 or 1887. In 1888 and 1889 
the export of farine manioc was almost entirely to Colon, but in 
the years 1890 and 1891 the shipments were, with a very trifling 
exception, to the French West Indies, chiefly to Martinique. 

Mangoes to the value of 2,004/, were shipped (and all to 
Barbados) during the year, representing an increase of 1,230/. over 
the value of the previous year’s export, and of 1,616Z. over that of 
1889, which latter is the first year in which this article is shown 
as an export separately from other fruit and fresh vegetables. 
The export of mangoes appears to be rapidly enlarging, but I 
regret to say that, from an industrial point of view, this expansion 
is not as satisfactory as if it occurred in the case of fruits that were, 
to a greater degree than mangoes, the harvest and reward of 
foresight and intelligence, and of regular habits of industry and 
patient toil. 

The articles which show a falling off of 2001. or over in the value of 
the quantity exported in 1891 compared with the preceding year 
are sugar, molasses, fresh vegetables and provisions, and woods 
and timbers, the decrease amounting to a total of 12,9217. 

The fcllowing is a comparative statement of the value of the 
exports in 1891, of the three principal articles of export, and the 
average value of the exports of those articles for the preceding 


ten years 1881-90. 
So © BAS RS AEE AAD OS REE tae OREO OR. ~~ Lye iow 2) Ree rs Ne, Seal 


Value. . : 
Increase in | Decrease in 
: 1891 over | 1891 below 
Articles. a average for | average for 
vere 1g) preceding | 10 preceding 
1891. for 10 years dra cute 
1881-90. Ae dig pee 
Sugar : £ £ £ £ 
Usine - - - 60,870 44,306 16,564 _— 
Muscovado~ - 18,253 64,830 _ 46,577 
Molasses - - 5,334 7,046 a 1,712 
Cocoa - - - 28,658 17,226 11,432 — 


113,115 133,408 27,996 48,289 — 


From the above statement it will be perceived that in the year 
1891, as compared with the average for the preceding 10 years, 
there was an increase in the value of the exports of Usine sugar 
and cocoaamounting to 27,996/., anda decrease in that of the exports 
of muscovado sugar and molasses amounting to 48,2891, leaving a 
difference in the way of decrease in 1891 of 20,2931. 

The value of the imports in 1891 exceeded that of the exports 
by 40,6752. Mxcluding the value of coal imported and exported, 
the excess amounted to 72,044, 
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Shipping. 

Six hundred and fifty-one vessels entered the Port of Castries 
during the year, 363 of this number being steam, and 288 sailing, 
vessels, with an aggregate tonnage of 430,787 tons. 

Of the steam vessels 167 were with cargo, and 196 in ballast ; 
275 of the sailing vessels were with cargo, and 13 were in ballast 

Of the steam vessels 330 were British, 26 French, 3 Belgian, 
3 Norwegian and 1 was American. Of the sailing vessels 245 were 
British, 15 French, 15 Dutch, 10 American, 2 Venezuelan, and 
1 was Norwegian. 

The steam vessels which entered in 1891 fell short of the 
number for 1890 by 22, whereas, the sailing vessels exceeded those 
for 1890 by 50. The tonnage for 1891 was 7,589 tons less than 
that for the previous year. Of the 363 steam vessels which 
entered during the year 135 were steamers which called only for 
the purpose of taking in bunker coal. 

The following table exhibits a statement of the number of 
vessels and of the amount of tonnage entered and cleared during 
1891, and the averages for the previous five years :— 


Increase in Decrease in 
Average for 1891 over 1891 compaied 
1891, five years average for |with average for 
1886-90. five preceding | five preceding 
—— years. years. 


No. |Tonnage.| No. | Tonnage.| No. | Tonnage | No. | Po nage. 


ENTERED. 
Steam Vessels : 
With cargo . © 167 | 186,212 | 140] 147,000 27 39,212 - = 
In ballast < . - 196 230,360 150 | 160,778 46 69,582 _ — 


Sailing Vessels : 


With cargo - - 275 12,474 206 11,629 69 845 | — - 
In ballast - - . 13 1,741 31 2,734 —_ _ 18 993 
‘otal - - 651 | 430,787 527 | 322,141 142 | 109,639 18 993 
CLEARED, 


Steam Vessels: 
With cargo - «| 128] 185,984 | 117] 124,159 6 11,775 | — ~ 
In ballast - - | 241 | 283,898 | 171 | 183,329 70 | 100,569 | — - 


Sailing Vessels : 


Withecargo- - - 220 9,087 | 175 8,033 45 1054 | — — 
Inballastt - - +] 7% 4,931 | 63 6,217 | 13 a - 1,286 
Total - - | 660| 483,850 | 526] 321,738 | 134 | 113,378 | - 1,286 
Post Office. 


During the year, 43,614 letters and post-cards and 4,582 
articles were despatched to the United Kingdom and foreign 
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countries, and 42,771 letters and postcards and 75,465 articles 
were received. As compared with 1890 the letters and postcards 
despatched show an increase of 5,084, but there was a falling off 
of 61 in the number of articles despatched. The letters and 
postcards received exceeded those for the previous year by 4,512 
and the articles by 27,882. The Inland Postal transactions also 
exhibit an appreciable increase ; and, generally, the business of the 
Post Office Department is rapidly expanding. 

Money orders to the amount of 2,112Z were issued, and to the 
amount of 7282 were paid during the year. 

The following were the receipts from the sale of stamps, &c. :— 


£ 
Stamps sold - - - - - 1,807 
Unpaid letters delivered - - - 28 
Commission on money orders - - - 64 
Rent of letter boxes - - ° - 28 
£1;927 


Crown Lands. 


No grants of Crown Lands were made during 1891. About 50 
erants, however, were in course of preparation for issue at the 
close of the year, the first instalment of the purchase money having 
heen paid by the applicants, and the surveys having been 
completed. 

Gaols and Prisoners. 


The Royal Gaol, Castries, is a general and also a military prison. 
The sanitary state of the gaol during the year was satisfactory. 
The number of persons committed to prison in 1891 was 547, 
including 12 military prisoners, Of the number committed 413 
were committed for purposes of penal imprisonment, seven for debt, 
and 127 for safe custody till trial or for want of security. 

The daily average number in prison was 48°50. The number 
of admissions to hospital was 21, and the daily average on the sick 
list 2:26. There were three deaths during the year. 

Subjoined is a comparative tabular statement exhibiting the 
figures for the years 1890 and 1891 respectively :— 


3 a 5 nm 8 
. & 3 No. of recom: | 2 g = 
a s ; mnittals. 8 a 

© Se a | 4a] & 
3 8 ae © 52 2 re 
2 — | 38 8 |fe/38/ 8:1 3 
Bg| # | 2 | Bs 2| 88/3) 82| & 
o 2 fa oae oO — = bo] 
az| 3 | 8 /BB/ o | ¢ | 88/58) So] ea] 
24\/ 5 |5 |s8] 81 5 |BS|e8|s8|32| 3 
a Fa Fa | «e § | ae | a Qa A A az 
1890 ® . =| 460 19] 119] 541 49 ll 87 | 50°77} 10/| 1°61 | *2 

21 

1891 « ° =| 547 7| 127) 418 56 40 57 | 48°50) 2°26 3 


* One executed. 
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It will be seen from the foregoing comparative table that the 
number of commitments and of re-convictions in 1891 were 
considerably in excess of those of 1890. 

Corporal punishment was awarded four times in 1891, total 
number of lashes 43. In 1890 corporal punishment was ordered 
seven times, total number of lashes 102. In 1889 this form of 
punishment was awarded seven times, the total number of Jashes 
amounting to 164. 

In the month of October the gaol was appointed to be a 
military prison for the detention of European military prisoners 
undergoing short sentences. 

Criminal Statistics. 

The number of offences reported to the police or the magistrates 
during 1891 was 1,599, as against 1,237 in the previous year. The 
number of persons apprehended by the police or summoned before 
the magistrates in 1891 largely exceeded the number for 1890, 
amounting to 2,035 against 1,426. 

The number of persons summarily convicted was 1,167, and the 
number committed for trial in the Supreme Courts, 20. Of the 
latter number 16 were indicted, and four were not prosecuted. 
Of the 16 cases of indictment, a nolle prosequi was entered in 
two cases, 11 of the prisoners were convicted, and 3 were 
acquitted. — 

The following is a comparative table showing the number of 
offences, apprehensions, convictions, &., in 1891, and the average 
for the five previous years, 1886—90 :— 
rl 


Average of 
five previous 
ws, 1891. Tours, Increase. Decrease. 
1886-90. 

Number of offences reported to 

police - - - | 1,599 1,286 313 om 
Number of persons apprehended 

by police or summoned before 

the magistrate - - | 2,085 1,587 448 — 
Number ofsummary convictions | 1,167 743 424 at) 
Number of persons committed 

for trial in Inferior Courts - 20 32 _ 12 
Number of convictions in 

Inferior Courts ~ - 11 20 = 9 
Number of persons acquitted : 

In Inferior Courts - - 848 813 35 =e 
Number of persons acquitted : 

In Superior Courts - - 3 11 — 8 
Percentage of convictions : 

In Inferior Courts - - 58 48 10 = 


In Superior Courts - - 79 65 14 ns 
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1891. | Hospitals, 


The sanitary condition of the hospitals was very satisfactory, 
and no diseases of an epidemic nature appeared in the Colony 
during the year. 

There were 2,932 patients admitted into the hospitals (exclusive 
of the Yaws Hospital) during the year, making, with those 
remaining in hospital from the previous year, 3,046 patients 
treated. Of these 2,643 were discharged cured, 77 were 
discharged relieved, and 134 died. 

Of the 3,046 patients treated in hospital during the year no less 
than 1,017—one-third of the total number—were cases of malarial 
fever, the East Indian coolies and the natives appearing to be equally 
susceptible of contracting this form of fever. The type of the 
disease was generally mild, and the mortality was slight, being 
only 1:17 per cent. of the number treated ; whereas, the death- 
rate for the total number of patients treated in hospital was 4:4 
per cent. . 

Yaws Hospital—There were 46 patients admitted into the 
Yaws Hospital during the year, which, with 41 patients remaining 
in hospital from 1890, made a total of 87 cases treated. Of this 
number 57 were discharged cured, and 3 died ; the death-rate 
being 3°45 per cent. 

Dispensaries—The number of patients who received medical 
aid at the dispensaries was 8,305, the principal diseases treated 
having been malarial fevers and diseases of the digestive system. 


Poor Asylum.—There were 92 destitute persons admitted into 
the Poor Asylum, Castries, during the year, the greater number of 
whom were suffering from chronic or incurable diseases, 36 
inmates remained over from the year 1890, making with those 
admitted a total of 128 destitute persons who found food, clothing, 
shelter, and medical aid in the asylum (luring 1891. Of this number 
52 were discharged relieved and 38 died, 13 of the deaths being 
from senile decay. : 


Lunatic Asylum.—This asylum is only a temporary one, in which 
lunatics are detained until such time as they can be transferred to 
the lunatic asylum at Grenada. The building is not well suited 
for the purpose to which it has been put, nor is its situation a very 
desirable one, and it is hoped that as soon as funds are available for 
the purpose a new and properly constructed and situated asylum 
will be built. Eight lunatics were admitted into the asylum during 
the year; of these, 1 was discharged as “relieved,” 5 were 
transferred to the asylum at Grenada, and 1 died. 

The total number of cases treated during the year in the 
hospitals and asylums and at the dispensaries was 11,576—-some- 
what over one-quarter of the number of the population of the 
Colony—and the total gross cost (including salaries of medical 
officers, &c.) of the aid and relief thus given amounted to 5,985/, 
which gives an average of about 10s. 4d. per case, or, deducting 
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payments made by the sugar factories in respect of indentured 
coolies treated in hospital, and payments for seamen, &c., a net 
average cost of 9s. 3d. per case treated in the medical institutions 
of the Colony, or about 2s. 6d. per head of the population. 


Botanical Station, 


Gradual progress and improvements have been made at the 
Botanical Station during the year. Some cross drains were 
completed ; the laying out a nursery was commenced; and the 
level part of the gardens was raised by the addition of extra soil. 
The growth and condition of the various trees and shrubs have been 
reported as satisfactory; and the unsightly appearance of parts of 
the garden previously left in fallow has been removed by the 
planting of these unoccupied spaces with banana trees and other 
plants. 

In the early part of the yeara plot of adjoining land, measuring 
about an acre and a quarter, was acquired by the Government for 
an addition to the garden, and this plot is being gradually 
reclaimed from its original state of swamp, and will soon be in a 
condition to permit of its being utilized for planting purposes. 

The proceeds of the sale of plants, seedlings, flowers, &c., during 
the year amounted to 547, 


Meteorology. 


The mean temperature in the shade, as shown by the observa- 
tions taken at the Morne was 782°, The average maximum 
temperature for the year was 85°3°, and the average minimum 
temperature 71°1°, 

The highest monthly maximum temperature was in August 
(88°2°), and the lowest monthly minimum in February (67.0). 

The total rainfall for the year amounted to 75°65 inches, which 
was 12°46 inches less than the rainfall of 1890. 

The heaviest monthly rainfall (10°69 inches) occurred in July, 
and the lowest (1°27 inches) in March. 


General Remarks, 


The early part of the year under review was exceptionally dry, 
the rains not having set in until an unusually late period. 

The health of the Colony was good, and no disease of an 
epidemic nature appeared in the island during the year. 

The crops suffered a goud deal in the early part of the season 
from the drought, but recovered themselves during the latter 
rains. 

The year was not marked by any appreciable advance in 
prosperity ; but it isa satisfactory circumstance to note, and one of 
much promise, that increased atention was paid to the cultivation 
of the cocoa tree, and that the planting of this useful and gencrously 
repaying tree is extending. 
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A. severe earthquake shock was experienced on the 4th of July, 
and on the 18th of August the island felt, to a slight degree, the 
influence of the disastrous hurricane that swept oyer and devastated a 
large portion of the neighbouring island of Martinique. Fortunately 
beyond doing some damage to the recently reclaimed land adjoining 
the harbour, the high wind which blew for some hours during the 
height of the hurricane wrought the Colony no appreciable harm. 
St. Lucia lay well outside the axis of the storm, and thus escaped a 
visitation that would have been an untold calamity to the Colony 
had it fallen to the fate of the island to be the victim of it, 

In conclusion, I may mention that the Castries Harbour Improve- 
ment Works were completed in the month of June, and that the 
dredger “ Dolphin,” which had rendered such excellent service in 
deepening the harbour, and other plant and stores, were transferred 
at a valuation from the Harbour Works Department to the Public 
Works Department. 


(Signed) V. Skipton GouLpsBury, 
Government House, St. Lucia, Administrator. 


12th August 1892. 


Lonvown: Printed by Eyre and SpoTttiswoopr, 
Printers to the Queen's most Excellent Majesty. 


For Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 
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ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1892. 


(For Report for 1891 see Colonial Report [Annualj No. 42.) 


Presented ta hoth Wouses of Parliament by Command of Her Majesty. 
September 1893. 


LONDON: 


PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE, 
BY EYRE AND SPOTTISWOODE. 
PRINTERS TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


And to be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from 


EYRE anp SFOTTISWOODE, East HARDING STREET, FLEET STREET, E.C., and 
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JOHN MENZIES & Co., 12, HANOVER STREET, EDINBURGH, and 
90, WEST NILE STREET, GLASGOW; or 


HODGES, FIGGIS, & Co., Lim1TED, 104, GRAFTON STREET DUBLIN. 


1893. 
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The following, among cther, Reports relating to Her Majesiy’s Colonia 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
gave | 
Oe 3 Colony. | Year. 
| 
cae Mee 57 eT M | 
50 | Falkland Islauds — - : r c ale Jaot 
51 Leeward Islands’ - é > a a fe 
52 | Grenada - - é . £ ss ws 
53 | St. Lucia - ; < = . " z 
54 Labuan : - ‘ - = “ 
55 | British Guiana - - - . : be 
56 | Zululand - z E * 2 : 
57 | Mauritius - - - “ - . ze 
58 | Lagos - " 2 : ‘ 5 J 
59 | Straits Settlements - - a é A e 
60 | Ceylon - - . - % 2 Pe 
61 | Natal - s - - - - | 1891-92 
62 Basutoland - - = “3 ~ mh < 
638 | St. Helena - » - - ws r 1891 
64 | Sierra Leone i . e A a 
65 | Jamaica - - - - - - | 1891-92 
G66 | Trinidad and Tobag ~ B r « | 1891 
67 | Newfoundland “ “ x - | 7 
68 British New Guinea = - “ | 1891-92 
69 | Victoria - - - “ : -} 1891 
70 | Rodrigues - - - : 2) ae 
7. | Bermuda - - tS ls ~ - 1892 
72 | Fiji : : : ; a -| 1891 
73 | British Honduras - - . ~ ~~ o 
74 Turks and Caicos Islands - " fe - | 1892 
75, Gibraltar - - - - - a 
76 | Bahamas - - - - - - | ni 
77 | Leeward Islands” - . ‘ % - | ‘ 
78 | Trinidad and Tobago - - E ee vi 
79 | Malta — - : : : : on, 
80 | Gambia - - - > P A . 
81 | Straits Settlements - - . « | 1892 
82 | Grenada - - - - - : - 
83 Barbados” - s “ = . is | a 
84 St. Vincent - - - - - = 
85; Hong Kong - - - - - | : 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
ea 2 ae OS id ANT a Eads BOTLET 2 2 at Eee | 
No. Colony. Subject. 
SE SETS ae ion Seger nk <i ela! ie 
1 Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 Zululand - * - | Forests. 


3 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany 
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No. 86. 
ST. LUCIA. 


[For Report for 1891, see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 53.] 


Administrator GouLDSBURY to the Marquess oF RIPON. 


St. Lucia, 
My l.orp, July 19, 1893. 
I nAvE the honour to transmit herewith my Report on the 
Blue Book of St. Lucia for the year 1892. 
2. L hope to be able to forward manuscript copies of the Blue 
Book to your Lordship by next mail. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) V. Sxirron GOULDSBURY 
The Most Hon. 
The Marquess of Ripon, K.G., G.C.S.L., 
&e. &e. &e. 


Report on the BuuEe Boox for 1892, 


Taxes, Duties, and Fees. 


During the year five Ordinances were passed altering or affecting 
the customs and excise duties. 

In the early part of the year an Ordinance (No. 5) was passed 
giving effect to the provisions of the reciprocity clause of _the 
McKinley Tariff Act, under which a large number of articles which 
theretofore had been subject to duty were admitted duty free and 
the duty ona considerable number of other articles of import was 
reduced in some cases by 25 per cent., and in others by 50 per cent., 
of the former duties chargeable on them. 

The loss of revenue resulting from the exemptions and reduc- 
tions effected by this Ordinance was estimated by the United 
States authorities at 2,500/. and by this Government at a little 
over 3,0002 per annnm. 

‘The actual loss, however, for the eleven months of 1892 during 
which the Ordinance was in operation was 3,823/. or at the rate o 


4,171 per annum. 
1 -77850. Wt. 10280. 
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3°. Luera. In order to compensate for the loss of revenue consequent on the 
1892, McKinley Tariff Agreement, the duty on rum and spirits (except 
z brandy) was increased. ‘The excise duty on rum was raised, by 
Ordinance No. 4, from 3s. 4d. to 4s. per proof gallon, and, by 
Ordinance No. 5, the customs duty on gin, rum, whiskey, and other 
spirits (except brandy, the duty on which was already 8s.) was 

raised from 6s. 8d. to 8s. per proof gallon. 

The amount realised by the increased excise duty on rum and 
customs duty on rum and otber spirits was, for the eleven months 
during which the Ordinances were in operation, 2,564/., or at the 
rate of 2,797/. per annum. 

The amount. estimated to be obtained by the increase in the 
excise and customs duty on ram and other spirits was not realized 
in conseguence of the general shrinkage in trade, and the falling 
off in the consumption of these articles by the community owing 
to the scarcity of money arising fromthe partial failure of the 
cocoa crop, the low price of produce generally, and the diminution 
in the expenditure on public works by the Imperial and Colonial 
Governments, 

By Ordinance No. 10 the import duty on Usine and Muscovado 
sugar was reduced from a penny to a halfpenny per pound, with 
the object of lowering the price of sugar to the consumer by intro- 
ducing the element of competition between the outside markets and 
the suyar factories of the island, which competition had hitherto 
been precluded by the high import duty on sugar, and the absence 
ot which had resulted in the retail price of sugar being higher in 
St. Lucia than even in England and in other countries which do 
not produce sugar. 

By Ordinance No, 17 the holder of any licence under the Liquor 
License Ordinance was prohibited from selling any spirits of less 
strength than 25 per cent. under proof; and by Ordinance No. 18, 
the ad valorem duty on articles subject to it was increased from 
10 per cent. to 15 per cent., this latter Ordinance having been 
passed in consequence of the serious falling off in the revenue 
which had taken place during the year. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


The revenue and expenditure of the Colony for the year 1892 
nmounted to 48,2971. and 54,934/. respectively, the expenditure 
thus exceeding the revenue by 6,637/. 

The estimated revenue and expenditure were respectively 
52,420i. and 53,846. 

The actual revenue fell short of the estimated revenue by 
4,1232, and the actual expenditure exceeded the estimated expendi- 
unre by 1,0882. 

‘The revenue for 1892 fell short of that for the previous year by 
1,0291., and the expenditure exceeded that for 1891 by i,028/, 
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In the following table are shown the principal heads of revenue, 
under which there was a considerable increase or decrease in 1892 
compared with the preceding year :— 


a a EN 


Heads of Revenue. Increase. Decrease. 
£ £& 
1. Customs - - - - : - — 4,261 
2. Port, Harbour, and Wharf Dues - - - — 304 
3. Licences, Excise, &c. - - - - 867 ne 
4. Fees of Court, office, &c. - - - 800 = 
5. Miscellaneous ~ - - - - — 539 
6. Materials and Stores (sale of) - - 276 oe 
7. Wand Sales (transferred from special fund to 
credit of General Revenue) = 5 ri 488 = 


— 


The subjoined table shows the principal heads of expenditure 
under which there was a considerable increase or decrease in 1892, 


compared with 1891 :— 


Heads of Expenditure Increase. Decrease. 
£ £ 
1. Treasury and Customs - - - - er 20 
2. Audit Department - - - “ - oes 423 
3. Port and Marine - - - A es 576 pees 
4. Education - - - - - = 353 ona 
5. Miscellaneous—Military Duty allowance, &c. - 1,795 on 
6. Post Office - - - = - = 444 wa. 
7. Public Works Department - - - . we 948 
8. Materials and Stores - - - m as 2,125 
9. Public Works Recurrent = - a = ri ie 856 
10.* Crown Lands Department - - a VaR) Mie 


ne ee 
* New head of expenditure formerly shown under head “ Colonial Surveyor.” 


The decrease in the revenue for 1892, compared with the 
previous year, was the result of several causes, the principal being 
the operation of the McKinley Tariff Agreement, the large 
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, 


reductions in expenditure on Public Works by both the Imperial 
and Colonial Governments, the partial failure of the cocoa crop, 
the low price obtained for produce, and the general declension 
in trade. 

The increase in the expenditure for 1892 as compared with the 
preceding year, viz., 1,028/., was chiefly due to the purchase of new 
buoys and moorings for Castries Harbour, the erection of leading 
mark lights, the increased military duty allowance, the increased 
subsidy to the coasting steamers, and the increased contribution to 
the Imperial postal subsidy. 

The revenue and expenditure fot the year 1892 compare as 
follows with the revenue and expenditure for 1891, and with the 
average of the revenue and expenditure for the preceding five 
years 1886-90 :— 


Average 
for 
< _— 1892. 1891. five years 
1886--90. 
£ £ £ 
Revenue - - - - 48,297 49,326 43,956 
Expenditure - - - - 54,934 53,906 44,481 


Assets and Liabilities. 


The subjoined statement shows the assets and liabilities of the 
Colony on the 31st December 1892 :— 


Assets. Liabilities. 
£ £ 

Cash - - - - 130 | Savings Bank Deposit Account - 7,704 
Colonial Bank Current Account - 3,071 | Castries Town Fund - - 439 
Pe Deposit Account - 3,500 | Towns and Villages Fund - - 1,262 

Investments on account of Savings Police and Revenue Officers’ Reward 
Bank - - - - - 5,000 Fund - - - - 1,776 
Investments on account of Police Imperial Post Office Reward Fund - 23 

and Revenue Officers’ Reward 

Fund - - - - . 1,504 | Post Office Money Order Account - 296 
Miscellaneous Advances - 12,253 | Grenada Intercolonial Account - 1,125 
London and Westminster Bank - 76 | St. Vincent Intercolonial Account - 6 
Bank of England - - - 8 | Immigration Fund - - - 3,452 
’ ————., Crown Agents’ Current Account - 10,891 
£25,587 | Sinking Fund - - - . 9 
Stores, Surplus Account ~ 1,849 | Balance Surplus Assets - - 333 


—— — 


£27,386 £27,386 
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Public Debt. 1892. 


The public debt of the Colony at the end of the year amounted 
to 147,850/., and was made up as shown below :— 


f Source from which 


n > 
Amount due | Amount o bntahaae aud 


Debts. at end of original at 
Sinking Fund are 
year 1892. Debt. paid, 
i. aman ! 
£ £ 
1. Central Sugar Factory Loans - 80,800 40,000 General Revenue. 
2. Immigration Loans - - 21,600 23,000 Immigration Fund. 
3. Harbour of Castries Improve- 
ment Loans - - - 84,000 84,000 General Revenue. 
4. Public Works Loans - 11,450 11,450 Do. 


= £147,350 £158,450 


The sum of 1,0002, was paid off during the year by the redemp- 
tion of drawn debentures. ‘The public debt at the end of the 
year was equal to a little over three times the amount of the revenue 
for the year, and represented an indebtedness equal to 34 8s. 3d. 
per head of the population. 


Savings Bank. 


The deposits in the Savings Bank during the year 1892 
amounted to 6,955/., the number of depositors at the end of the 
year, being 905, thus giving an average of 7i. 13s. 8d. per 
depositor. The withdrawals amounted to 9,212/, 

The large excess of the withdrawals over the deposits was 
caused by the withdrawal and transfer to India of the amounts 
deposited by the Indian immigrants who were repatriated 
towards the latter end of the year. 


The total amount to the credit of depositors at the close of the 
year was 7,704/. 


Municipalities and other Public Bodies. 


The town of Castries is governed by an elective Town Board 
consisting of eight members. All the other towns and villages 
are under the supervision and management of Town Wardens, 
acting under the directions and control of the Goyernor in 


Council. 
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The total ‘revenue of the towns and villages for the year 1892 
amounted to 3,8201., and the expenditure to 5,265/. 

The revenue is derived principally from house tax, the rates 
being levied upon the assessed annual rental, or value for rental, 
of the property. 

The rate varies from 5 per cent. in some of the villages to 
8 per cent. in others and in the towns of Castries, Soufriére, and 
Vieux -Fort. 


Military. 


The only expenditure of the Colony in respect of the troops 
was 1,974/., paid as an allowance in lieu of duty-free goods, 

The Imperial expenditure during the year for military purposes 
amounted to 34,6132. 


Public Works. 


The Public Works executed during the year consisted as usual 
of works of new construction and of works of maintenance and 
repair. 

The following were the principal works of new construction 
carried out during the year :— 


The construction of a rcad leading from the Morne Road to 
site of the proposed new Government House; the erection of 
leading marks and lights to indicate the line of safe entrance 
into the harbour; the addition of timber fenders to the North 
Wharf; the construction of a new jetty at Soufriére; and the 
erection of village latrines. 


Under the head of maintenance and repairs, the following may 
be enumerated as the principal works executed :— 


The upkeep and repair of roads and bridges; general repair 
of Government buildings, that of the Victoria Hospital being 
se most extensive; and the repair of the jetties at Vieux Fort, 
Laborie and Choisevl. 


The following works, which partook partly of the character of 
new construction and partly of that of repair, were also executed 
during the year, viz.:—The construction of a new face to the 
Western Wharf by the erection of a new line of piling in the 
frout of the old facing, which was weak and defective, and the 
deepening of the water alongside ; the extension of the jetties at 
Vieux Fort and Choiseul; and the laying down of new moorings 
in Castries Harbour. 

Of all the works executed during the year the refacing of the 
Western Wharf was the most extensive and important, involving 
an outlay of 4,8892., ensuring the stability of the wharf for years, 
and, by permitting of the deepening of the water alongside, 
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enabling vessels up to 18 feet of draught to utilize this wharf by 
loading and discharging cargo at it. 

The amount spent on Public Works during the year was 
16,2662, of which expenditure 7,370/. was paid out of General 
Revenue and the balance of 8,896. out of Pubiic Works Loans. 


Legislation. 


Eighteen Ordinances were passed by the Legislative Council 

during the year, and these, together with an Ordinance (Corouers’ 

Ordinance, 1891) passed on the 29th December 1891, were 

promulgated in the Colony during the year under review. 

The titles of these Ordinances are as follows :— 

(1.) An Ordinance to make provisions for deterring prisoners 
from persistently malingering, and to promote prison discipline, 

(2.) An Ordinance to repeal the Castries Loan Ordinance, 
1885. 


(3.) An Ordinance to amend and consolidate the law relating to 
Coroners and Fire Inquiries. 

(4.; An Ordinance to amend the Tax Ordinance, 1875. 

(5.) An Ordinance to amend the Customs Tariff Ordinance, 
1881. 

(6.) An Ordinance to amend the Savings Bank Ordinance, 
1871. 


(7.) An Ordinance to amend the Liquor Licence Ordinance, 
1886. 


(8.) An Ordinance to amend the Spirits Ordinance, 1886. 


(9.) An Ordinance to amend the Harbour Master Ordinance, 
1888, 


(10.) An Ordinance to amend the Customs Tariff Ordinances, 
1881. 

(11.) An Ordinance to amend the Army (Colonial Allowance) 
Ordinance, 1888. 

(12.) An Ordinance to provide for the Enrolment of Coast 
Defence Volunteers. 

(13.) An Ordinance to legalise the expenditure of certain sums 
of money paid from the General Revenue for the service of 
the year 1891, in addition to the sums already sanctioned 
under the Appropriation Ordinance, 1891. 

(14.) An Ordinance to amend the Castries Ordinance, 1888, 

(15.) An Ordinance to naturalise Gottfried August Ludwig 
Graf as a British subject. 

(16.) An Ordinance to provide for the service of the Colony of 
Saint Lucia for the year 1893. 

(17.) An Ordinance to amend the Liquor Licence Ordinance, 
1886. 
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ae Nie (18.) An Ordinance to repeal the Customs Tariff Amendment 
Ordinance, 1889, and to make other provisions in place 
thereof. 


(19.) An Ordinance to declare the terms and conditions 
applicable to Loans authorised to be raised by the 
Government of Saint Lucia, and to provide for the creation 
of Saint Lucia Inscribed Stock. 


Of the Ordinances promulgated during the year the most 
important were :—The Coroners’ Ordinance, 1891, which amends 
and consolidates the law relating to Coroners and to Fire Inquiries ; 
the Customs Tariff Ordinance, 1881, Amendment Ordinance, 1892, 
which was passed to give effect to the provisions of the reciprocity 
clause in the McKinley Tariff Act; and the General Loan and 
Inscribed Stock Ordinance, 1892, which provides for the creation of 
St. Lucia Inscribed Stoek, and for the conversion into Inscribed 
Stock to be issued under the provisions of this Ordinance of all or 
any of the St, Lucia Loans, whether in the form of Stock or 
Debentures. 


Civil Establishments, 


His Excellency Sir Walter Hely-Hutchinson was absent on 
leave from the Windward Islands from the 9th September to the 
8th November, during which period I administered the General 
Government, ! 

Mr. P. J. K. Ferguson, Attorney-General, administered the 
Government of St. Lucia during my absence at Grenada from the 
9th to the 30th September, to which Colony I had proceded to be 
sworn in an Admini-trator-in-Chief of the Windward Islands, 


Mr. Low, who had been acting as Treasurer in Grenada, resumed 
his duties as Stijendiary Magistrate of the First District on the 
19th of August. He left this Colony on the 6th of December to 
assume his duties as Commissioner of Tobago, to which post he 
had been appointed. 

Mr. Dix, Magistrate of the Second District, was appointed to 
act as Magistrate of the First District consequent on Mr. Low’s 
departure for Tobago; and Mr. Elliot, the Magistrate of the Third 
District, performed the duties of Magistrate of the Second District 
in conjunction with his own, on Mr, Dix being removed to the 
First District. 

Captain Hughes, the Chief of Police, left the “Colony on leave 
on the 20th of May, and during his absence Mr. uaborde Chief 
of Police at St. Vincent, performed his duties, Captain Hughes 
was subsequently appointed to the command of the police at the 
Gambia, and Mr, Granville Ponsonby was appointed Chief of 
Police and Inspector of Prisons, 

Mr. Ponsonby arrived in the Colony on the 20th of December, 
and took over the charge of the Police and Frisons Departments 
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from Mr. Laborde. Mr. Bartlett, Keeper of the Royal Gaol, 
resigned his appointment in October, and Mr. Lash, Superin- 
tendent of Prisons, Grenada, performed the duties of keeper until 
the arrival in November of Mr. Heels, who had been appointed 
Keeper of the Gaol vice Mr. Bartlett. 


Legislative Council. 


Mr. Ozanne left the Colony on leave in January, and Mr. 
Battam was appointed to act during his absence. 

Mr. Ozanne resigned his seat in March, and Mr. Battam was 
appointed to the vacancy. 

Mr. C. Chastanet was absent for six months, during which 
time Mr. Graff acted. 

Mr. J. Macfarlane resigned his seat in July, and Mr. W. Peter 

as appointed to the vacant seat. 

Mr. E. DuBoulay was on leave for six months; Mr. Henry 
Devaux acted during his absence. 

Mr. 8. Barnard was appointed to the Council in October. 

Mr. Messervy was appointed to act during the absence on leave 
of Mr. Reeve in November. 


Pensions. 


With the exception of the death of Mr. J. W. King, formerly 
Sub-Inspector of Revenue and Police, and who was the recipient 
of a pension of 402 per annum, there was no change in the 
pension list during the year. 


Population. 


Both the birth-rate and death-rate for the year 1892 were 
below those for the preceding year. The gain to the population 
resulting from the excess of births over deaths was 602, raising 
the number of the population by this natural increase to 43,310 
at the end of 1892. 


Immigration. 


The report for 1892 of the Protector of Immigrants shows tha! 
there were 522 indentured Indian coclies in the Colony at the 
close of the year. 

The number of births and deaths during 1892 were respectively 
25 and 16, and one indentured coolie was sent back to India. 

The birth-rate was 4°6, and the death-rate 2°8 per cent., 
showing a higher birth-rate and a lower death-rate than the 
averages for previous years. 
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The birth and death rates among the indentured coolies 
compare with those for the general population as follows :— 


Per-centage. 


| Coolies. General Population: 
Birth-rate - - - - 4°6 3°76 
2°8 2°35 


Death-rate - a rs 


i a i i Bg ef a at eee 

t will be observed from the above table that both the birth 
and death rate were higher among the coolies than among the 
general population, the death-rate being, however, only fractionally 
(0°45 per cent.) higher. 

In August 137 time-expired immigrants, including children, 
were repatriated, having sailed in the ship “ Jumna” for India. 

It is worthy of note that these return immigrants carried away 
as savings the very considerable sum of 2,138/. One coolie had 
to his credit as much as 1702, another had 1432, and two were 
the possessors of above 100/. each. 

In 1891, 627 acres of Crown lands in the neighbourhood of 
Castries were reserved for the purpose of forming an Indian 
settlement, and several grants for lots varying from five to ten 
acres in extent were issued during the year 1892. The land is 
granted on very reasonable terms, the price being only 12. an acre, 
the payment being by instalments spread over a period of five 

ears. 
The immigrants who have taken up lots on the Reservation 
have begun to clear and cultivate their properties, and such have 
been their diligence and industry that some of them have already 
been able to secure good crops, the surplus of which they disposed 
of at remunerative prices. It is a fact of some interest and 
significance, that amongst these crops were to be found potatoes 
(English) of a most excellent quality; and also of interest to 
know that two full crops at least of this tuber could be grown 
and gathered in the twelve months. I hope to be able before 
long to establish the nucleus of another Indian coolie settlement 
in the neighbourhood of Vieux Fort at the south end of the 
island, and am having lands surveyed in that locality for that 


purpose. 
Education. 


All the schools in the Colony with two exceptions are primary 
schools. ‘There were 33 primary schools on the list of assisted 
schools during the year. Of these 21 were Roman Catholic, 
4 were Government, 4 were Indian Mission, 1 was Anglican, 
1 was Wesleyan, and 2 were private aided schools. 
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During the year one Indian Mission school, that at Crown 
Lands, was closed, and five additional schools were placed on the 
list of assisted schools, three of them being Roman Catholic and 
two Indian Mission. 

Four of the primary assisted schools are infant schools; two 
of them being in Castries, and two in Soufriere. 

The Inspector of Schools reports that “ the general condition of 
“the schools shows steady progress in improvement,” and there 
is every reason to believe that the improvement will become 
accelerated as the children acquire and become more familiar with 
the English language. 

The work of education in this Colony must necessarily be one 
ef somewhat slow progress. It has, at least, one great difficulty 
to contend with, namely, ignorance on the part of both the parents 
and children of the language in which the latter are taught. 

It is, however, satisfactory to know that progress is being made, 
and a hopeful reflection that the main factor in the retardation 
of advancement will be a constantly decreasing quantity until, 
in a generation or two, it finally disappears. 

From the subjoined statement some idea may be gathered as to 
the state of primary education in the Colony :— 


Number of primary schools in the Colony — - 23 
Total population of the Colony - - 43,310 
‘Total number of children on school rolls at end 

of year - - = - - -- 4,156 
Average attendance - - - - 2,357 
Number presented for examination - - 1,644 
Number passed in two subjects - - - 1,330 
Centesimal proportion on rolls to total 

population - - - - 9°59 
Percentage of attendance of number on rolls - 56°7 
Percentage of attendance passed in two subjects 56:4 
Percentage of those presented which passed in 

two subjects - - - - 80'9 


Vital Statistics. 


There were 1,760 births and 1,158 deaths registered during the 
year; the difference, viz., 602, being the natural increase of the 
population for the year. This increase raised the population to 
43,310 at the end of 1892. 

Of the 1,760 births 907 were male and 853 female. 

The illegitimate births outnumbered the legitimate by 320, and 
constituted 59°09 per cent. of the total birtns., In the previous 
year the illegitimate births formed 61:90 per cent. of the total 
births 

The still births numbered 156, and amounted to 9°73 per cent. 
of the live births, or one in every 11°28 of the total births, 

The birth-rate, exclusive of still births, bore the proportion of 
3°76 per cent. to the population. The percentage for 1891 was 
4°05. 
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The foregoing figures for 1892 compare with those for the 
year 1891 as follows :— 


——— 


1 hd * 
| Fe Lal eae test od 
cm . [=| 
ee ee ae 
- m E 
n ad 
, | Se | 3 2:5 
Y ~ wn * Ke © y as 
ear, a 3 oa 3 & oH ) pi 
q - A> 3 3 3” oo ae 
raat om eS q 3 q 2 r=) cs 
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1,771 155 1,929 735 1,194 | 38°10 | 61:90 4°05 


1,604 | 156 | 1,760 | 720 | 1,040 | 40°91 | 59:09 | 3-76 
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It will be seen from the above table that the total births for 
the year fell short of those for 1891 by 169, and that the per- 
centage to population decreased from 4:05 to 3°76. On the other 
hand, it will be observed that the proportion of legitimate to 
illegitimate births rose from 38°10 per cent. in 1891 to 40-91 per 
cent. in the year under review. 

The deaths during the year numbered 1,158, being 37 less than 
in 1891. The death-rate (exclusive of still-births) was 2°35 per 
cent. of the population. In the preceding year it was 2°37. The 
death-rate for 1892 was about the normal rate, as the average 
death-rate for the previous five years 1887-91 was 2°26. 

The deaths of children under one year of age amounted to 
35°23 per cent. of the total deaths. 

In 1891 the percentage was 36. The rate of infant mortality 
is very high, and will continue excessive so long as the several 
causes which contribute to its existence remain in unabated 
operation. In my report for 1891, I enumerated some of these 
causes, naming illegitimacy as the principal one. 

The number of marriages celebrated during the year was 246. 
This number compares very unfavourably with that for 1891, 
viz.: 396, and is 70 less than the average for the three years 
1889-91. 


Imports AND EXPORTS. 
Imports. 


As compared with the previous year there was a serious falling 
off in the imports during the year 1892, the decrease, expressed 
in value, amounting to 49,1537, 

The total value of the imports in 1892 only reached the sum 
of 173,025/, whereas in the years 1890 and 1891 the value of 
the imports amounted to 206,693/ and 222,178/. respectively. 
If, however, the comparison be extended over a larger number of 
years, a different result is obtained. 


we 
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Taking the average of the five years 1887-91 the average 
yearly value only amounts to 171,481/, being 1,544. less than the 
value of the imports for the year 1892. The decrease, therefore, 
in the year 1892 should be regarded, at least partly, more as a 
reversion to a normal or average volume of imports than a 
retrogression of the Colony in the way of trade and commerce. 

Of the total imports, amounting to 173,025/. in value, 103,8592. 
worth came from the United Kingdom; 30,3602. from British 
Colonies; and 38,806/. from foreign countries; of which last 
named amount the United States of America contributed 
22,0302. 

The following table enumerates the imports which show an 
increase or decrease of 2001 or over in value in 1892, compared 
with the previous year and the amount of the increase or 
decrease :— 


_ SS SSRs 


Amount of Amount of 
increase in decrease in 
Articles. 1892 com- Articles. 1892 com- 
pared with pared with 
1891. 1891. 
£ & 
Ale, beer, porter &c. - 238 Animals : Cattle and oxen| 553 
Animals: Sheep - - 219 a4 Mules and asses 2,624 
Bloomer - - ~ 280 Biscuits - - - 228 
Cement - - - 302 Butter : Oleomargarine - 255 
Cutlery - - 203 Candles: Sperm - 328 
{Vives - - - 226 Cheese - - - 668 
Goals’ - - - 2,827 
Coffee - - - 314 
Sonfectionery = - - 348 
Cottons and woollens = - 3,741 
Fish, salied and dried = - 1,937 
Flour, Wheat - - 2,045 
Haberdashery - - 1,515 
Hardware - - 1,113 
Leather: Boots and shoes 790 
Machinery and agricul- 
tural implements - 1,470 
Manures - - - 1,422 
Medicines - - 267 
Machinery for coasting 
steamers - - 357 
Oats and bran - - 217 
Paints and varnish - 272 
Preserves - - 800 
Rice - - - 2,103 
Shingles - - - 269 
Silks and satins - - 645 
Soap - 699 
Wood—pitch sai white 
pine - - 639 
Exports. 


The valne of the exports for 1892 was 179,0561., showing a 
decrease of 24471. compared with the preceding year, but ar 
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increase of 22,8811. compared with the average yearly value of 
the exports for the five years 1887-91. 

In the following table are shown the articles of export in which 
an increase or decrease of 200/. or over in value occurred in 
1892 compared with the previous year, and the amount of such 
increase or decrease :— 


eS ee 


Amount of Amount of 

increase in decrease in 

Articles. 1892 com- Articles. 1892 com- 

pared with pared with 
1891. 1891. 

£ £ 

Ammunition > - 370 Coals” - - - 8,780 
Rum - - - 320 Cocoa - - - 5,188 
Sugar: Usine - - 15,344 Corn - - - 332 
Molasses - - - 2,246 Farine manioc - - 487 
Mangoes - - 1,696 
Rice - - - 1,115 
Iron, Galvanized - 903 
Sugar, Muscovado - 3,597 
: Woods, Logwood - 1,334 


It will be observed that, as compared with the previous year, 
there was a large increase in the value of the Usines sugar, and 
a considerable decrease in that of the Muscovado sugar, exported 
during 1892, and that a serious falling off occurred in the case of 
eocoa. ‘This latter decrease is attributable to the shortness of the 
crop, owing to the season having been a very unfavourable one 
for cocca. 

‘The mangoe crop was also a very poor one, and resulted in a 
falling off to the amount of 1,696/. in the value of the exports of 
this fruit as compared with the preceding year. 

The subjoined table exhibits a comparative statement of the 
value of the exports in 1892 of the three principal articles of 
exports, and the average yearly value of the exports of these 
articles for the preceding ten years 1882-91. 


Value. : ‘ 
Increase in | Decrease in 
: 1892 over | 1892 below 
Articles. Avene average for | average for 
1899. for 10 = A ne 10 preceding 
1882-91. years. years. 
Sugar : £ £ £ £ 
Usine - . - 76,214 48,097 28,117 — 
Muscovado- - 14,656 55,926 — 41,270 
Molasses - - 7,580 6,559 1,021 — 
Cocoa - a = 23,470 18,335 5,135 — 


121,920 128,917 34,273 41,270 
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It will be observed from the above statement that, as compared 
with the average for the preceding ten years, there was an 
increase in the value of the exports of Usine sugar, molasses, 
and cocoa amounting in the total to 34,2732. and a decrease in 
that of the export of Mu:covado sugar amounting to 41,2702, 
showing a difference in the way of decrease in the year under 
review of 6,997/. 


Of the total exports amounting to 179,056/. in value 44,7571. 
worth were exported to the United Kingdom ; 7,153/. to British 
colonies, 84,446. to foreign countries, of which last-named amount 
the United States absorbed 56,4022, and the remainder, viz., 
42,7001, was the value of the bunker coal exported. 


The value of the exports in 1892 exceeded that of the imports 
by 6,031; whereas, in the preceding year the position was 
reversed, the value of the imports exceeding that of the exports 
by 40,6757 


Shipping. 


Six hundred and one vessels entered, and the same number 
cleared, at the Port of Castries during the year. Of those that 
entered 246 were sailing and 355 steam vessels; and of those 
that cleared 249 were sailing and 252 steam vessels. 


The aggregate tonnage of the vessels entered during the year 
amounted to 398,249 tons. 


The number of vessels which entered in 1892 fell short of that 
for 1891 by 50, 42 fewer sailing and 8 fewer steam vessels 
entering in 1892; and there was a decrease of 32,538 tons in the 
aggregate tonnage. 


Of the sailing vessels, 229 were with cargo, and 17 were in 
ballast; and of the steam vessels 157 were with cargo and 198 
were in ballast. 


Of the 355 steam vessels which entered during the year, 109 
called for the purpose only of taking in bunker coal, and 68 regular 
traders coaled, making a total of 177 steamers which coaled at 
this port during the year. 

The 246 sailing vessels which entered were composed of vessels 
of the following nationalities -—British 200, French 25, Italian 2, 
Danish 2, American 5, Dutch 11, Norwegian 1; and the 355 
steam vessels which entered were made up of 313 British, 
3 French, 4 Russian, 3 Belgian, aad 3 German. 


The subjoined statement shows the number of vessels and 
amount of tonnage entered and cleared during 1892, and the 
averages for the previous five years. 

I 77850. 
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St. Luera =e — abet PPS oad 
1892. Increase in Decrease in 
Average for 1892 over 1892 compared 
1892. five years avernge for |with average for 
1887-91. five preceding | tive preceding 
—_ H years, years. 
i} 
! 
! 


ius Post Xo. | ait | 
No. ,Tonnage.| No. Tonnage. No. pee No. , Tonnage. 
A i} 


1 | 1 
ENTERED. | | | | 
| 
Sailing Vessels : | 
With cargo - +] 2291 19,880 | 222 | 12,192 7 18s | — _ 
Tn ballast - - - 17 1,889 24 2,597 = _ q 70S 
Steam Vessels : 
With cargo - - 157 | 171,110 |} 154) 161,866 3 6,24h | — _ 
| 
In ballast - - - | 198 | 212,870 | 166] 185.071; 32 27,799 | — — 
| | | ! 
(Beet 5) ie: ea SE fe er ae SS 
| | ’ 
Total- - 1! 601 | 398,249 | 566 | 364,726 12 | 34,231 7 708 
CLEARED. | | 
Sailing Vessels : | | | 
Withcargo - - | 2296} 10,578 189} 8664 | 7) Loe | — — 
Inballast - - +f 28/| 4,013 a 6,031") — - 37 | 2,018 
Steam Vessels: | | 
Withcargo- - -! 89 98,636 | 130} 137,986 | Bb as 41 | 39,350 
In ballast - - - 263 | 276,954 | 191 | 192,330 | 72 84,624 _ — 
ais ee, —|-——_— 
Total- - | 601 | 390,181 | 570 | 345,011 | 
| 


109 | 86,538 | 78 | 41,368 
i 


Post Office. 


During the year 1892 there was a notable increase in the 
transactions of the Post Office, compared with previous years, 
48,471 letters and post-cards having been despatched to, and 
47,423 letters and post-cards having been received from, the 
United Kingdom and foreign countries, and 22,617 inland letters 
and post-cards having passed though the Post Office, making a 
total of 118,511 letters and post-cards dealt with. 


The following comparative statement shows the number of 
letters, post-cards, newpapers, &c. dispatched and received each 
year for five years 1888-92 :— 


1888. 1889. 1890. 1891. 1892. 

| | = edt, Oe Saag | 
“one Papen ya Papers te Papers eet Papers bok Papers 
Prat. | on Post- and | post. and Past and Post: and 
cards ria cards | BOOKS. | cans, | Books. | guys, | Books. | cards, one 

J 
i] 
| 


75,391 | 35,714 | 86,363 


| 
{ 
| 56,961 | 90,748 59,523 | 102,997 | 87,998 118,511 | 94,036 
| 
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Money orders to the. amount of 4,353/. were issued, and to the 
amount of 994d. were paid, during the year, these sums being a 
considerable increase on the transactions of the previous year. 

The following were the receipts from the sale of stamps, 
commissions on money orders, &c. :— 


£ 
Stamps sold - - - . - 2,167 
Unpaid letters delivered - ; - 28 
Commission on money orders - - - 70 
Rent of letter boxes - - - - 27 
£2,292 


a nee 


being 365/. in excess of the amount received in the year 1891. 


Crown Lands. 


Grants of Crown lands to the number of twelve in the country 
and five in towns were made during the year, the total acreage 
granted being 75+ acres. 

There were 96 applications for grants during the year, the lots 
applied for varying from 5 to 10 acres. Owing to the long absence 
from the Colony of the Director of Surveys, partly on sick leave 
and partly on duty in St. Vincent and Grenada, as much progress as 
could be wished was not made in dealing with the many applications 
or Crown grants. 


Gaols and Prisoners. 


The Royal Gaol, Castries, is a military as well as a general 
prison, soldiers undergoing a sentence of not more than 14 days 
being cunfined therein. It is also used as a place of temporary 
detention for soldiers undergoing longer terms of imprisonment, 
pending transfer to Barbados. 

Tie sanitary state of the gacl was satisfactory, and no disease 
of an epidemic nature occurred during the year. 

The number of persons committed to prison in 1892 was 579, 
including 43 military prisoners. Of the number committed, 451 
were committed for purposes of penal imprisonment, and 128 for 
safe custody till trial, or for want of security. There were no 
committals for debt. 

The daily average number in prison was 49°65, being 1:16 in 
excess of the average for the preceding year. 

There were 18 admissions to hospital, and the daily average 
on the sick list was 1°70. 

‘There were 3 deaths during the year, the same number as in 
1891. 
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The following comparative table shows the foregoing particulars 
for the years 1890, 1891, and 1892 respectively :— 
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1890 - - -| 460] 19 119 | 3841] 49 11 87 | 50°77} 10 | 1°61 | *2 
1891 - - =| 547 7 127 | 413} 66 40 57 | 48°50) 21 | 2°26 3 
1892 = . -| 579), — 128 | 451) 45 29 60 | 49°63} 18 | 1°70 3 


* One executed. 


It will be seen from the foregoing figures that the commitments 
during the year were in excess of those respectively for 1890 and 
1891, and that, while the re-convictions were more numerous than 
those for 1890, they were fewer than those for 1891. 


The increase in the number of commitments in 1892 as com- 
pared with the previous year was made up of commitments of 
soldiers for military offences. 


Corporal punishment was awarded four times during the year. 
The total number of lashes inflicted was 45. 


Criminal Statistics. 


As compared with the preceding year, there was an increase 
of 92 in the number of offences reported to the police or the 
magistrates during 1892, the number amounting to 1,691, against 
1,599 for the previous year. 

The number of persons apprehended by the police or summoned 
before a magistrate was slightly in excess of the figures for 
1891, and largely in excess of the average for the tive years 
1886-90. 

The number of persons summarily convicted was 1,143, and the 
number committed for trial in the Superior Courts 23. Of the 
number of persons committed for trial in the Superior Courts, three 
were not indicted, twowere discharged for want of prosecution, 
a nolle prosequi was entered in one case, eight were convicted, and 
nine were acquitted. 
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The following comparative table shows the number of offences, 
apprehensions, convictions, &c. in 1892 and 1891 respectively, 
and the averages for the five years 1886-90 :— 


Average 
. for Five 
1892. 1891. Years, 
1886-90. 
Number of Offences reported to Police- 1,691 1,599 1,286 
Number of persons apprehended by 
police or summoned before the 
magistrate - - - - 2,015 | 2,035 1,587 
Number of summary convictions - - 1,143 1,167 743 
Number of persons committed for trial 
in the Superior Courts - - 23 20 32 
Number of persons acquitted in Inferior 
Courts - - - - 849 848 813 
Number of persons acquitted in Superior 
Courts - - - . 9 3 11 
Percentage of convictions in Inferior 
‘Courts - - - - 52 53 48 
Percentage of convictions in Superior 
Courts - - - 47 79 65 
Hospitals, 


As in my report for 1891, I am able to state that the sanitary 
condition of the hospitals was very satisfactory. 

With the exception of the prevalence fer a short time in the 
early part of the year of a mild type of influenza, no disease of 
an epidemic nature appeared in the Colony during 1892. 

There were 2,809 patients admitted into the hospitals (exclusive 
of the Yaws Hospital) during the year, making with those 
remaining in hospital from the preceding year, viz., 171, a total of 
2,980 patients treated. Of this number 2,631 were discharged 
cured, 81 were discharged relieved, and 134 died. 

Of the 2,950 patients treated in the hospitals during the year 
975 were cases of malarial fever. 

As in the previous year, the type of the disease was of a mild 
nature, and the mortality was but slight, being only 1-02 per cent. 
of the number treated. The deaths amongst the total number of 
patients treated in hospital during the year were at the rate of 
4°49 per cent. 

Yaws Hosprtal—There were 55 patients admitted into the 
Yaws Hospital during the year, which, with the 27 patients 
remaining in hospital at the close of 1891, made a tctal of 82 
cases treated. 

Of the 82 cases treated 38 were discharged cured, 1 was 
discharged uncured, and 4 died; the deaths being at the rate of 
4-88 per cent. of the number treated. 
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Dispensaries——The number of persons who received medical aid 
at the Dispensaries during the year, was 8,917, being 612 in 
excess of the number treated in the year 1891. The principal 
diseases treated were malarial fevers and diseases of the digestive 
system. 


Poor Asylum.—There were 78 destitute persons admitted into 
the Poor Asylum, Castries, during the year, which number, with 
the 38 inmates remaining over from 1891, makes a total of 116 
destitute persons who received food, shelter, clothing, and medical 
attendance in the institution during 1892. Many of those 
remaining over from the previous year, and of those admitted in 
1892, were afflicted with chronic or incurable diseases. Of the 
number (116) who were afforded aid in the institution during the 
year, 52 were discharged relieved, and 27 died, leaving 37 remain- 
ing in the asylum at the end of the year under review. 


The death-rate was 23:27 per cent., a lower death-rate than 
that for previous years. 

The Medical Officer of the Poor Asylum reports that, whereas 
formerly there was an excessive mortality from diarrhoea amongst 
the inmates of the asylum, a marked decrease in the number of 
deaths from that disease has taken place since 1890, in and ,from 
which year the inmates were and have been supplied with rain 
water stored ina concrete tank, instead of, as formerly, with 
viver water drawn from the Castries town hydrants. 


Lunatic Asylum.—This asylum is only a temporary one in 
which lunatics are detained until they can be transferred to the 
General Lunatic Asylum at Grenada. 


Four lunatics were admitted into the asylumin 1892, Of these 
two were discharged cured, one was discharged as “ relieved,” and 
one died. 


The total number of cases treated during the year in the 
hospitals and asylums and at the dispensaries was 12,101, at a 
total cost (including salaries of medical officers, hospital attendants, 
&¢c.) amounting to £6,105, which gives an average of 10s. 1d. 
per case, and an average of 2s, 103d. per head of the population. 


Botanical Station. 


The work carried out during the year was principally of a 
routine nature, and the gradual filling up of the swampy plot of 
land adjoining the garden was proceeded with. 

The growth and condition of the various trees and shrubs wer 
satisfactory, and the plantations of cocoa and nutmegs throve 
exceedingly well. 
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The proceeds of the sale of plants, seedlings, fruit and flowers 
amuunted to 36/. 


Meteorology. 


The mean temperature in the shade, as shown by the observa- 
tions taken at the Morne at an elevation of 790 feet above sea 
level, was 76°7°. The mean maximum temperature for the year 
was 82°7°, and the mean minimum 70°8°. 

The highest monthly mean maximum temperature (84°3°) was 
in September, and the lowest mean monthly minimum (69°0°) in 
February. 

The absolute maximum temperature (89°2°) occurred in the 
months of January, August, and September; and the absolute 
minimum (59°6°) in August. 

The total rainfall for the year amounted to 109°67 inches, 
the rains having been unusually abundant, and in excess of the 
average yearly rainfall. 

The heaviest monthly rainfall (20°12 inches) occurred in June, 
and the lowest (2°67 inches) in February. 


General Observations. 


The year under review was not a very prosperous one for 
St. Lucia. The cocoa crop was a short one, and the price of 
sugar was low. Although the sugar crop was not a deficient one 
the low price obtained for it made it a poorly remunerative one. 

Among minor exports that of managoes was comparatively 
small, in consequence of an extensive failure in the crop of that 
fruit. 

Owing to causes which I have enumerated elsewhere in this 
report, the revenue for the year fell short of the estimated 
revenue by a considerable sum, and there was a general falling off 
in the trade of the Colony throughout the greater part of the 
year. 

The prevalence of cholera in Europe necessitated the adoption 
of quarantine precautions and restrictions in this as in the other 
West Indian Colonies, but as the period of quarantine for vessels 
arriving from infected or suspected ports was of a shorter 
duration than that fixed by the other West Indian Islands, 
St. Lucia was placed in the invidious and inconvenient position 
of being quarantined by our neighbours, both British and 
foreign. 

It would, I think, be very expedient and advisable if all the 
West Indian Colonies adopted similar quarantine perinds in cases 
of epidemics. 

In conclusion, I am glad to be able to report that cocoa is 
being largely planted in many parts of the island; and as the 
price of that commodity is a very remunerative one, and the soil 
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and climate of St. Lucia are well adapted for its growth, there is 
every reason to hope that prosperous days await the Colony in the 
not far distant future. 
(Signed) V. Skripron GOULDSBURY, 
Government House, St. Lucia, Administrator-in-Chiefé. 
19th July 1893. 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 

No. Colony. Year. 
45 | Fiji - - - - = - | 1890 
46 | Seychelles - - - ~ -| 1891 
47 British Bechuanaland - - - - | 1890-92 
48 | Malta - - - - - - |1890&791 
49 | Gibraltar - - - - . -| 1891 
50 Falkland Islands - = p ” F ve 
51 Leeward Islands - = < = : ts 
52 |-Grenada - = = : 7 Z 
53 St. Lucia - - - ra - % : 
54 Labuan - - - - . ‘i E 
55 British Guiana - S = a - E 
56 Zululand - FA - = hi s, a 
57 Mauritius - - ~ - , e “ 
58 | Lagos - - - > K < 2 
59 Straits Settlements = “ : < _ 
60 | Ceylon” - - - - : s 2 
61 | Natal - - - é A - |1891-92 
62 Basutoland - = 5 & & 

3 St. Helena - = - - -| 1891 
64 Sierra Leone - - . « is ie 
65 Jamaica - w= - - a* - | 1891-92 
66 | Trinidad and Tobago = “ - -/ 1891 
67 Newfoundland -] - a * . . 
68 | British New Guinea - ° “ - | 1891-92 
69 | Victoria - ~ - _ a site $96) 
70 | Rodrigues - - - - - - e 
71 Bermuda - - - r iS -| 1892 
72 | Fiji - - - - - -| 1891 
73 British Honduras - - a 3 
74 | Turks and Caicos Islands - “ - - 1892 
75 Gibraltar - 8 . é z % As 
76 | Bahamas - $ - 3 < 3 n 
77 | Leeward Islands - - s Z ie % 


78 | Trinidad and Tobago 
79 | Malta - - 


80 Gambia - - - ~ F’ m e 
81 Straits Settlements . - - ¥ 
82 Grenada - - e e - 
83 Barbados - - a * " ” 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony. Subject. 

1 Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 

2 Zululand - - | Forests. 


3 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 
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No. 84. Str. VINCENT, 


1892. 
ST. VINCENT. re 


{For Report for 1891, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 38.] 


Administrator GouULDsBURY to the Margqugss of Rrron. 
St. Lucia, July 10, 1893. 


Forwarded, 


V. SKIPTON GOULDSBURY. 
The Most Hon, 
The Marquess of Ripon, K.G., G.C.S.L., 
&e. &e &e, 


Government House, St. Vincent, 
SIR, June 24, 1893. 
I wave the honour to transmit to your Excellency my 
report on the Blue Book of this Colony for the year 1892. 
2. The Blue Book is being printed and will be forwarded to 
your Excellency probably by next mail, 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) Irwin C. MAtine, 
Administrator. 
His Excellency 
The Hon. Sir Walter Hely-Hutchinson, K.C.M.G., 
&e. &e. &e, 
Grenada. 


1. Zazxes and Duties. 


To meet the purposes of the McKinley Treaty, considerable 
changes took place under this head. 

On the 23rd January ordinances were passed to the following 
effect :—Certain imports upon which duty was previously collected 
were exempted from duty, whilst the duty on others was reduced 
by 50 or 25 per cent. This change was considered to bring about 
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Sr. Vincent, a reduction on custoins duties by 1,6002 To meet the deficiency 


1892. 


in the amount on Revenue for the yea: already estimated, increased 
duty was levied on the one part upon all spirits intended for 
consumption whether made in the Colony or imported; and 
on the other part an additional export tax was levied on sugar. 

By Ordinance No. 11 of 1891, which came into force on the 
Ist January 1892, a general licence to sell charcoal was reduced 
from 15s. to 5s. 

By Ordinance No. 1 of 1892 the price of an hotel licence was 
reduced from 107. to 67, 


Fees. 


The only change under this head was a new scale of fees 
provided for the Registrar of Shipping, the Admeasurer of 
Shipping, and the Shipping Master. 


2. Revenue and Expenditure. 


Revenue. 


The Revenue of 1892 was 28,9062, This exceeded the Revenue 
of 1891 hy 3902, an almost nominal difference, and looking to the 
fiscal variations necessitated by the McKinley Treaty, a matter for 
congratulation. ‘lhe Revenue laws passed in connection with the 
Treaty involved an estimated decline in certain import duties 
of 1,6002., less an increase in duties on spirits of 6d. a gallon. The 
comparative statement given in this Report, shows that the net loss 
of revenue by import duties was 1,1412 This sum may therefore 
be taken as fairly representing the net loss in import duties by 
reduction in the tariff. 

The general revenue was sustained, as against the loss through 
the McKinley tariff, by the increase in the duty on imported spirits, 
a similar increase in the excise duty on native spirit (rum), and an 
increase in the export duty on sugar. There was also a rally in 
the excise trade, aiding the revenue by the increased issue of 
licences and sale of rum. 


Expenditure. 


The expenditure of 1892 was 23,112/., 3882. more than in 1891. 
The only details of the increase deserving of notice are: Under 
“Treasury,” &c., 218/. towards the establishment of a revenue 
cruiser ; under “ Medical ” the cost of an additional Medical Officer ; 
under ** Educationai” a permanent increase in the “Grants to 
schools”; and under “ Public Works ” a decrease in repairs and 
outlay on the new works, which may be regarded as casual. 


3. Public Debt. 


At the close of the year the Public Debt of the Colony was 
15,250/., as against 14,3607. at the end of 1891. 
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The increase of debt by 89047 is due to the issue of debentures St. Vixcexr. 


for a further loan of 1,500/. under the Kingstown Water Supply 
Loan Ordinance, 1889. This amount was needed to effect the cost 
of completion of the Waterworks for the towns of Kingstown and 
Georgetown ; the debt for other purposes, except for Crown lands, 
has been steadily reduced, 


The following is a statement of the public debt at the end of 
1892 :— 


£ 

1. Government House Loan - - - 1,680 
2. Immigration Loan - - - 3,250 
3. Public Buildings Loan - - - 600 
4, Crown Lands Loan - “ - 1,920 
5. Public Debt Loan - - - - 2,200 
6, Kingstown Waterworks Loan - - 5,600 

£15,250 


4, Public Works, 


The total expenditure on Public Works during the year was 
3,389/. or 9237. less than in the previous year. 

Of this sum 1,155/. was spent on Highways. 

The foliowing is a list of some of the principal works undertaken 
during 1892 :— 


General repairs and painting Court House. 
Painting four police stations, 

Renewing Chateaubelair Jetty. 

Repairs to Souffriere Road. 

Telephonic communication in Kingstown. 
Bridge over Cumberland River. 


Several repairs were also effected to the various Governmen‘ 
buildings throughout the Colony at the cost of 1934. 


5. Legislation. 


Kight Ordinances were passed in 1892, the titles of which are 
as follows :-— 


No. 1. To amend the Liquor Licence Ordinances, 1886 and 
1891. 

No. 2. To repeal an Ordinance intituled “An Ordinance to 
amend the Medical Aid Ordinance, 1878,” and to make other 
provisions in lieu thereof. 

No. 3. To repeal the Excise Ordinance, 1888, and to make other 
provisions in lieu thereof. 


1892. 
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No. 4. To amend Ordinance Number Eleven of 1878 and tu 
repeal Ordinance Number Twenty-nine of 1888. 

No. 5. To amend the Imports Tariff Ordinances, 1881 and 
1887. 

No. 6. To authorise a loan from the General Revenue for the 
purchase of land adjoining the town of Georgetown and to 
incurporate such land and also other land with the said town. 

No. 7. To amend the law relating to infant mortality. 

No. 8. To exempt oil-meal from import duty. 


Ordinances Nos. 3, 4, 5, and 8 were made to meet the purposes 
of the McKinley Treaty. 


6. Councils. 


Mr. Henry A. Hazell, an unofficial member of the Executive and 
Legislative Councils, resigned his seats on the 11th of January, 

Mr. George Smith, Q.C., an unofficial member of the Executive 
and Legislative Councils, resigned his seats on the 11th of January. 

Mr. Charles Ormond Hazell was appointed a member of the 
Legislative Council on the 19th of January. 

Mr. Charles J. Simmons, an unofficial member of the Legislative 
Council, obtained leave of absence from the 12th of August to the 
6th of December. 

Mr. James G. Coull was appointed on the 1st of December to 
be, provisionally, a member of the Legislative Council. 


7. Civil Establishment. 


The following changes occurred :— 


Mr. T. B. C. Musgrave was on the Ist of January appointed 
Superintendent of Crown Lands, and on the 23rd of April 
provisionally Chief Clerk in the Government Office, on the pro- 
motion to another Colony of Mr. C. F. Clements. 

He was confirmed in this office on the 16th of June by the 
Secretary of State. 

Mr. J. C. Choppin resigned the appointment of Attorney- 
General on the 4th of January, and Oliver Smith, Esq., M.A., was 
appointed by the Secretary of State to fill the office. 

Dr. Martin O’Carroll, Medical Officer of No. 3 District, was 
suspended on the 18th of January from the performance of his 
duties. This was confirmed by the Secretary of State on the 
15th of March. 

Dr. R. A. Cleveland was temporarily appointed Medical Officer 
of No. 3 District consequent on the suspension of Dr. O’Carroll. 

Mr. Frank WV’. Griffith wos cov %rmed in the appointment ot 
imspector of Schoo's by the Sccrerary of State on the i8th of 
Iebruary. 


~ 
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On the 22nd of April Mr. Clifton Grannum was appointed 5s. ae 


Second Clerk in the Government Office. 

Consequent on the removal of Mr. G. D. Mackie, Clerk in the 
Treasury, who was appointed Clerk in the Survey Office on the 
11th of May, the following appoirtments were made :—Mr. H. 
A. Lewis to the Treasury, in the place of Mr. Mackie; Mr. W. 
i. Davis, Magistrate’s Clerk, in place of Mr. Lewis ; Mr. T. Dyer, 
Post Office Clerk, in place of Mr. Davis. 

On the 12th of May Mr. Cecil F. Sitwell was appointed to act 
as Chief of Police during the absence of Mr, E. D. Laborde. 

Mr. C. T. Hughes was appointed Clerk to the Postmaster on 
the 19th of May, vice Mr. T. Dyer prometed to St. Lucia. 

Colonel J. H. Sandwith, C.B., administered the Government of 
the Colony from the 21st’ of June to 8th November, during the 
absence on leave of Captain I. C. Maling. 

Dr. C. Jenner-Parson was appointed Acting Medical Officer of 
No. 4 District on the 5th of July, during absence of Dr. M. 
G. Pereira. 

On the 2nd of August Mr. H. B. Walcott was appointed to 
act as Tyeasury Accountant during the absence of Mr. G. 
I’. Grant. 

On the 16th of August Dr. W. S. B. Austin was tranferred 
from District No. 2 to perform duties of Assistant Medical Officer, 
Kingstown, and Dr. M, G. Pereira transferred from No. 4 to 
No. 2 District. 

The Honourable C. 0. Hazell acted as Attorney-General 
during the absence on leave of the Honourable O. Smith from the 
26th of August to the 22nd of November. 

Brigade Surgeon V, S. Gouldsbury, M.D., C.M.G., was 
appointed Administrator-in-Chief of the Windward Islands 
during the absence on leave of the Governor, and administered 
the Government from the 28th to the 29th of September. 


8. Pensions. 


During the year one pension was granted, viz. :— 
£ 
Mr. James C. Choppin, late Attorney-General - 440 


The pension list has been, on the other hand, relieved by the 
deaths of the following pensioners :— 


LOS; lak 
Mr. John Reilly, late Police Magistrate - 242 8 0 
Dr. Arnott, late Colonial Surgeon - 15612 0 
Miss Cumming, late Registrar of Births, 
Marriages, and Deaths . S) tei Pid 
E17 8: *d 
——— 


‘lhe pension list has thus been increased by 22/. 11s. 8d. only. 
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9. Population. 


The births in the year, exclusive of still-births, numbered 1,908, 
and the deaths, exclusive of still-births, 1,022, giving a natural 
increase of 886. 

The still-births were 117. , 

Two hundred and forty marriages were performed during the 
year, or 39 in excess of the previous year. 

The total population of the Colony at the end of the year is 
estimated at 42,600. 


10. Education. 


There were 44 schools open during the year, 41 in St. Vincent, 
and three in the Grenadines, with an average attendance of 3,292. 
and a total of 5,848 names on the registers. 

It is satisfactory to be able again to observe that the statistics 
show a considerable increase on the previous year, as may be seen 
from the following comparative statement -— 


_—_ 1891. | 1892. 
Number on rolls - - - - 5,348 5,848 
Average attendance - - - - 2,925 3,292 
Candidates presented at annual examinations 2,561 2,878 
Passes in the standards - - - 1,928 2,494 
Marks awarded - - - - 27,812 31,430 


The total amount of the Government grant to primary 
schools was 1,817/. 7s. 5d. ‘This is the largest sum that has been 
expended since 1882, and is a favourable sign, as in 1882 there 
were 65 schools open, as compared with 44 in 1892, showing that 
large and well-managed schools earning better results are 
gradually taking the place of small] schools. 

It is to be regretted, however, that it was not possible for the 
proposed new Education Code to be brought into force before the 
close of the year. 

A further sum of 1317. 13s. 4d. was granted in aid of the 
Kingstown Grammar School, 311 13s. 4d. of which represents 
capitation fees at the rate of 2/. 10s. per head allowed to a girl’s 
department attached to the school. 


11. Friendly Societies. 


There are now 21 friendly societies, five having been 
registered during 1892. 
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12. Imports and Exports. 
Imports. 


The value of the Imports in 1892 was 102,981/., or 5,142/. in 
excess of the Imports of 1891. The value of Imports from the 
United Kingdom increased 4,865/., and from British Colonies, 
5,1241, whilst from the United States there was a decrease of 
5,056. These two last items are, however, nominal, and are due 
to the circumstances that in 1891 there was a direct trade with 
the United States by steam, which was discontinued in 1892. 
Therefore in 1892 merchandise had to be imported vid Barbados, 
and to be treated in the Customs Returns as Imports from that 
Colony. As a matter of fact nearly everything shown as 
imported from British Colonies, is imported from Barbados, and 
nearly every item of such things is the product of some other 
place. Flour, meal, beef, pork, grain, lard, lumber, kerosine oil, 
imported as from Barbados have the United States as their 
country of origin; the lumber and fish may be traced back 
largely to Canada; rice to the East Indies, and spirits to the 
United Kingdom and Holland. 

The net increase of 5,142/. in the year’s imports cannot be 
traced to any articles in particular, for decreases in the details of 
imports are as numerous as the increases. Goods free of duty, 
indeed, show an excess against 1891 of 6,652/., and a casual glance 
without thought might make one regard this item as accounting 
for the net increase in all the imports. But it is not so; the 
increase in the value of “ Duty Free” goods imported is the result 
of the transfer to that class of many kinds of goods rendered duty 
free under the McKinley Treaty. 


Exports. 


The value of the exports in 1892 amounted to 117,572. This 
exceeded the like figures in 1891 by 18,8997. The trade of 
which this increase was made up was distributed thus :— 


Ee 
To the United Kingdom - - - 12,468 
British Colonies - - - - 13,124 
25,592 


Less net decreased exports to foreign countries 6,693 


£18,899 


The export trade with the United States decreased in 1892 by 
8,999/. The whole of the sugar had been, as for some years 
preceding, shipped to that country; but the quantity of produce 
was very much reduced, and prices were almost the lowest ever 
realized. These two causes combined to make up the reduced 
figures shown. 


St. Vincenti. 
1892. 
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The following tables will show the quantities and values of the 
principal products of the Colony exported, and their destination 
during 1892. ‘There is also a table of comparison with the 
average figures of the three preceding years, which owing to 
many fluctuations in those years will afford a better means of 
comparison than with a single year. 

Table of the Quantities, reduced to a common standard, of the 
prinicpal products of the Colony exported in 1892, and a 
comparison thereof with the corresponding average figures of 
the years 1889-90-91. 


In 1889-91|Increase in |Decrease in 
Produce exported. In 1892. (Average) | 1892. 1892. 


Sugar - - = - hhds, 3,884 5,623 ~— 1,739 
Rum - - - - puns, 566 487 79 — 
Molasses - - - - a 1,366. 2,155 — 789 
Arrowroot - - - barrels 23,433 18,373 5,060 _ 
Cocoa - - - - Ibs. | 129,589 102,261 27,328 — 
Cotton - - - - bales 176 100 76 -- 


6) a ie ea bee ee eS ee ol 

Of the principal products exported, there is some interest to be 
found in tracing the course of the following figures during the 
five years 1888 to 1892 :— 


Tables of Quantities of Products Exported. 


ae 


vere | 1888. 1889. 1890. 
| 


———$— $—$—$$$$$_$———— a OO L—«i ae 


1891. | 1892. 


Sugar - - hhds, 5,105 5,820 6,078 4,971 3,884 
Arrowroot - barrels 15,458 16,732 20,846 17,540 23,433 
Cocoa - ~ Ibs. 73,862 89,329 102,771 114,683 129,589 


By this table will be seen the upward progress of sugar pro- 
duction to 1890, and its hasty decline afterwards. Arrowroot 
and cocoa are now the main chances of the Colony. The price 
of arrowroot in the last twa years has been unprecedented, and 
seems to indicate that the intrinsic value of the product is being 
better appreciated in the world’s markets. As the product of 
arrowroot is almost wholly limited to St. Vincent and Natal, 
and the product of Natal had almost disappeared nearly the very 
moment when the Jamaica Exhibition produced its effects on the 
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exhibits colony of St. Vincent, it may be assumed that the Sr. Vincmnr. 
St. Vincent arrowroot finds itself, all of a sudden, in a position of oo 
commercial good luck, with the knowledge that arrowroot pro- 

duction cannot be increased on the smallest scale inside of at 

least six months, and on a scale (for want of plants) likely to 

affect prices, for a much longer time; so that there is a good. 

early future for those who have arrowroot estates. | 


Table of the Values of Products shown in the preceding table and 
similar comparison. 


Proaace Bxporiec. | Value | Average | Incrmae | Decrease 

z £ £ £ 

Sugar - - - - hhds. 83,366 57,942 = 24,576 
Rum - - - - puns. 4,530 4,421 109 — 
Molategie 5. =e 4, 4,158 6,651 wn 2,493 
Arrowroot - - -  bris. 61,313 29,152 32,161 —_ 
Cocoa - - - - Ibs. 2,700 2,152 548 — 
Cotton -« - - - bales 1,029 520 509 — 


Table of the Destination of the Principal Products of the 
Colony Exported in 1892. 


————— 


Destination. 
Product. 
United Kingdom. United States. 
Sugar - - hhds. — 3,382 
Rum - - puns. 497 _ Venezuela. 
60, | 
Molasses - a me _— French W. Indies. 
1366, 
Arrowroot -  bris. 17,008 6,224 
Cocoa - * Ibs. 73,320 — British W. Indies. 
57,269. 
Cotton - - bales 153 — 23, 


a a a A SE 


13. Shipping. 

The total number of sailing vessels entered during the year 
under review was 313. The tonnage of these vessels in’ the 
aggregate amounted to 13,566, their crews to 1,637. 

The total number of sailing vessels cleared was 301, with a 
tonnage of 14,382, and crews 1,735. 
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The total number of steam vessels entered was 105, with 
tonnage amounting to 119,154 and crews 4,653. 

Clearances of steam vessels were in all respects the same as of 
those entered. 

Of the sailing vessels the nationalities were as follows :— 


—_— | Entered. Cleared. 

British « - - - < - 283 271 
American = « : = - 10 10 
Dutch Las s = - - 6 vi 
Venezuelan = - = ~ - 11 11 
Norwegian - - - - - 2 1 
French - - - - = * 1 1 

Total - = ” 813 801 


The 119 steam vessels entered and cleared were all British. 
The number and tonnage of sailing vessels entered and cleared 
in 1892, as compared with 1891 are stated as follows :-— 


1891. 1892. Decrease. 
Sailing Vessels. 
No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. 
Entered - - - 322 14,410 313 13,566 9 844 
Jleared - - 330 15,377 301 14,382 29 995 


The following table will show the differences in the number and 
tonnage of steam vessels entered and cleared as compared with 
the previous year — 


1891, | 1892. | Increase. 


Tons. 


101 115,992 105 119,154 4 3,162 


14. Prisons and Prisoners. 


The tollowing table presents a comparative statement of the 
working of the prison during the last four years :— 


Number of Prisoners : 
previously convicted. Commitment for 


Committed 
for Committed Bo 2 a 
Number Committea| Custody & g bz ES : 3 Daily | Admission} Daily Number 
Year. of Com- peak or = g 5 29 z g S Average in to Average on of 
‘or Debt. : pe m- ° al qg F . 
mitments. Trial “ = : : q s a2 ra % | Prison, | Hospital. | Sick List. | Deaths. 
wantof |prisonment. i 3 #.|336 
Sureties. g ei bs 5 = P a ! 
& eg | eas) fos) £ 
= ome ro) Coes a 
= & |S = a 
1889 - - 192 2 48 142 20 1 1380 22°9 1 12 | 1 
1890 - ° 170 3 48 119 10 3 106 20°0 2 "3 1 
1891 « - . 176 1 40 135 9 1 127 26°25 1 38 a 
1892 - - : 186 3 54 129 23 3 101 83°20 2 *27 _- 
Total - - 724 9 190 525 62 8 464 102°35 6 1°07 2 
Average : 181 2 47°5 181°25 15°5 2 116 25°58 1°5 26 °6 


“IVANNV—'SLYOdau TVINOTOO 


€T 


L9C 


262 


Sz, Vincent. 
1892. 


14 COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 


15. Criminal Statistics. 


There were 1,346 persons summoned before the magistrates, a 
decrease of 134 as compared with the numbers of the previous 
year. 


: ae cases were disposed of in the magistrates’ courts as 
ollow :— 


Discharged for want of prosecution - - 539 
Dismissed on the merits - - - - 153 
Summary convictions - - - - 625 
Committed for trial ie) ape i Ooeeg se 29 


Of the persons convicted in the magistrates’ courts 493 were 
fined, 24 underwent imprisonment in default of payments of fines, 
and 44 peremptory imprisonments, 21 were whipped and 43 were 
bound over with or without sureties or submitted to some other 
trivial punishment. There were 21 convictions in the Superior Court, 
11 of which were of offences against property and 10 of assault, Of 
the total number, 129 persons, committed during the year for the 
purpose of penal imprisonment, there were 50 against whom 
previous convictions were recorded. 


16. Savings Banks. 


The following table gives a summary of the Savings Bank 
transactions during the last five years :— 


At credit of 

eas fei tates | Apes oF emieaeat 51 apes cm 

P ’ — * | December 31. 

£ s. d. £ 8. d. £ «. d, 

iss =e 833 8,516 4 5 | 8,085 10 0 | 10,818 6 2 

1889 - - 920 3,865 10 8 | 60191511 | 8,640 2 7 

1890 -  - 956 4,607 811 | 4,22416 2 | 8,797 1 4 

18991 - = 938 5,215 16 8 | 5474 5 9 | 8,714 18 8 

18992 - = 946 4,848 5 6 | 4,75014 2 | 895710 6 

The rate of interest allowed to depositors is 24 per centum per 
annum. 


17. Crown Lands. 


In addition to the routine duties consequent on the work done 
up to the end of 1891, Iam glad to be able to say that consider- 
able pregress has been made in the Trigonometrical Survey of the 
island commenced in 1891. During the year, also, 74 applicants 
received allotments, the total acreage surveyed being 505 acres. A 
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great deal more work would doubtless have been accomplished had 
not the duties of the Office of Director of Surveys of the Windward 
Islands been performed throughout the year in conjunction with 
those of the office of Director of Public Works of the Windward 
Islands, as during the first half of the year Mr. Reeve, the Director of 
Surveys, acted for Mr. Messervy, the Director of Public Works, 
absent on account of ill health, whilst during the latter half 
Mr. Messervy acted for Mr. Reeve, himself obliged to go home on 
sick leave. 

The scheme is progressing favourably and the people are 
evincing a great desire to avail themselves of the benefit of 
possessing land of their own, whilst, on the one hand, lack of ready 
money amongst the people prevents sales from being more rapidly 
effected ; on the other hand, the fact that applications for land are 
steadily received, fairly shows that the majority of applicants, 
while anxious to purchase lands, are delayed by having to save or 
by other efforts obtain sufficient money to pay the necessary survey 
fee, an indication, patent enough, that the advantage offered to 
the peasant is not unperceived. 


18. Hospitals, 


The number of patients in the Colonial Hospital at the close of 
the year 1891 was 59, viz., 31 males and 28 females. 

The admissions in 1892 were 400, of whom 263 were males and 
137 females. There were, therefore, 459 patients treated during the 
year, the daily average being 58°5. 

There were 61 operations performed during the year, of which, 
it is satisfactory to note, only one case succumbed. 

The following table gives the number of cases treated under the 
classes stated, with the number of deaths, as compared with 1891:— 


1891. 1892. 
Diseases treated. 
No. of No. of 
No. of Cases. Deaths. No. of Cases. Deaths. 
General - - - 118 16 117 17 
Local - _ = = 291 15 284 14 
Injuries - - - 54 | 1 58 1 
Total - - - 463 32 459 32 


; (Signed) Irwin C. Maine, 
St. Vincent, 24th June 1893. Administrator, 
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The following among other Reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


No. 


ANNUAL. 

Colony. Year. 
Straits Settlements - - - - | 1890 
british Guiana - - a % : rt 
St. Helena - . z > = -, 
Mauritius - « . « ri " = 
Gambia « - Me = “ 6 
Hong Kong - - “ . “ a 
Ceylon - - - - - - | 1889 
Lagos - - - . - “ = 
Lagos - - - - - - | 1890 
Ceylon” - - - - % ” 4 
Newfoundland °- - - - s a 
Jamaica - - . - - - | 1889-91 
Victoria - - . - ~ - | 1890 
British New Guinea - - m. - |1890-91 
St. Vincent - ~ - - -| 1891 
Bermuda .- - = - - - Z 
Seychelles and Rodrigues - - - 11889 &’90 
Gambia - - 2 “ z -| 1891 
Barbados - * - = 2 
Turks Islands - “ = . f 3 
Bahamas - - ~ “ . < 
Fiji - - : - - | 1890 
Seychelles = - - = - | 1891 
British Bechuanalan - _ re - | 1890-92 
Malta - - - - ~ - 11890 &’91 
Gibraltar - - = = . - | 1891 
Falkland Islands - . . a - a 
Leeward Islands’ - - ” 2 ~ 2 
Grenada - . .- E - zn iy 
St. Lucia - ¢ - a = J ip 
Labuan - - . r= * "| i 
British Guiana - . = ~ - rh 
Zululand - - - 2 ° a i 
Mauritius - - - . - a 
Lagos - - = = ‘ 3 Ee 
Straits Settlements * . . é = 
Ceylon - - * - me = = 
Natal - - - . - - | 1891-92 
Basuioland - - ra . M 
St. Helena * - “ . -| 1891 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
Colony. Subject. 


—————_—_— eee ee 


1 
2 


Gold Coast - 
Zululand - “ 


Economic Agriculture. 
Forests. 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 3 


No. 64. 
SIERRA LEONE. 


[For Report for 1890 see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 14.] 


Sir F. Femina to the Marquess or RIPON. 


Government House, Sierra Leone, 
(EXxTRACT.) October 5, 1892. 

I nAvE the honour to transmit herewith the report on 
the Blue Book of this Colony for the year 1891, which has been 
prepared by Mr.-C. Burney Mitford, the Acting Colonial 
Secretary. 


REPORT ON THE BLUE Book, 1891. 


Colonial Secretariat, Freetown, Sierra Leone, 
Sir, September 24, 1892. 
I wAvE the honour to forward to your Excellency my 
report on the Blue Book of this Colony for the year 1891. 

The book itself is being printed locally for the first time, and I 
regret that it is still in the hands of the printer, the delay in 
completing it being due to the unprecedented amount of other 
work which has had tc be done in the printing office, and it was 
deemed advisable to postpone the printing of it until such time as 
some important and lengthy bills had been laid before Council, 


1—Taxes anp Duties. 
There were no changes under this head during the year. 


By Public Notice No, 25, of the 7th of March, it was notified 
that the laws relating to licences would, however, be strictly 
enforced in all places within the jurisdiction of the Colony from 
the Ist of April. 


The tariff consists of certain specific duties and an ad valorem 
duty of 74 per cent., which cannot but be considered moderate as 
compared with that of some other Colonies. 


There is no direct taxation, nor is there any export duty. 
Articles imported for agricultural, manufacturing and educational 
purposes are exempted from duty, as are also coals, specie, and 
unpreserved fruits, 

I 73900. Wt. 10230. 
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2.—REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 
Revenue. 


The total revenue, including the Parliamentary grant in aid of 
the colonial steamer, was 89,869/., showing an excess of 17,5201. 
over the estimated amount, 72,3497. 

The excess of 14,000/. in the revenue derived from Customs is 
in a measure due to the unprecedented importation of firearms 
and ammunition which took place during the year, but I have 
every reason to believe that each succeeding year will show a 
marked improvement on the preceding one, although the increase 
may not be so large as now appears to have been the case. 

A steady and equable increase in the revenue is more desirable 
than sudden large excesses over the estimates. 

Under the head of licences there was an increase of 1,4921., 
owing to the Public Notice already referred to by me and also to 
the collection of certain amounts which were found to be due to 
the Government. 

As regards the increase under the head of interest, 5082., I think 
little or no explanation is required, as it is due to the large 
investments made during the year ; those for “ General Service” at 
the end of 1890 amounted to 9,0001., only, whereas at the ciose of 
the year now under review they had increased to no less than 
23,0001. The investments on account of the Savings Bank also 
rose from 15,715l. to 20,2151. 

The total increase of, revenue in 1891 over that of 1890 was 
18,9141., whilst the decrease amounted to 2,7532, showing a net 
increase of 16,1617. above the revenue of the previous year. 

The following statement compares the revenue of the years 
1890 and 1891 :— 
ee 

Heads of Receipt. 1890. | 1891. | eee 


a et 


fA Sof £ a. d. fe Pa 2 £ 38 2 
Customs - - - . - | 53,810 7 8] 70,000 9 0! 16,190 1 4 _ 
Port, Harbour, and Light Dues - 5,167 16 1 2,998 0 6 - 2,169 15 7 
Licences, Excise, &c. - : -| 4,725 7 5 6,201 18 7 1,476 11 2 _ 
Fees of Court or Office - - - 
: 4,618 19 1| 4,987.17 2 873.18 1 _ 
Payments for Specific Services - 
Post Office . - - : 868 1 9 820 4 7 ~ 4717 3 
Rents of Government Property ° 14617 6 156 9 10 9 12 4 = 
Interest - . - - - 589 9 9| 1,078 7 8 488 17 11 _ 
Miscellaneous Receipts ° - 2338 18 6 41617 5 182 18 11 — 
Land Sales - > : - 760 0 0 225 0 0 _ 635 0 0 


Parliamentary Grant for Colonial 
Steamer - > - -| 277616 9| 2,931 4 0 154 7 8 _ 


Special Receipt, Colonial Steamer - 15 6 8 6211 4 87 4 8 - 
Total - F -| 73,708 1 2] 89,869 0 1] 1891311 8] 275212 9 
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Statement of estimated and actual receipts for 1891 :— 


nee rte nnn nn ED 


Heads of Receipt. gAboo | pesca |” sasnnnion,, |. extanated: 
cut RS eked 70,000 * | 1400 “6 ce iia ge 
Port, Harbour, and Light Dues - 2,660 2,998 0 6 388 0 6 —_ 
Licenses, Excise, &c. + - - 4,710 6,201 18 7 1,491 18 7 _- 
Fees of Court or Office - - - 

Payments for Specific Services } aoe eran ct ‘iniades sp 
Post Office - - - - 710 820 4 7 110 4 7 = 
Rents of Government Property - 178 156 9 10 — 1610 2 
Interest - - "- - - 570 1,078 7 8 608 7 8 _ 
Miscellaneous Receipts : - 180 41617 5 23617 7 = 
Land Sales - - : - - 225 0 0 225 0 0 _ 
Parliamentary Grant for Colonial 
Steamer - : - . 2,900 2,931 4 0 81 4 0 = 
Special Receipts, Colonial Steamer - - 6211 4 5211 4 _ 
Total . . 72,349 89,869 0 1) 17,586 10 3 1610 2 
Expenditure 


The estimated expenditure was 73,2001, and the amount actually 
expended was 77,965/. ‘This excess was principally owing to the 
fact that a sum of 8,454, balance of the amount due by the Colony 
to the Imperial Government, was repaid by direction of the Right 
Honourable the Secretary of State. 


There was an excess of expenditure of 8877. under “ Hospitals 
and Dispensaries,’ owing to the cost of certain medicines, &c., 
ordered in 1890 being brought to account in 1891 and also to the 
unexpected increase in the rate of contract prices. 


Under “ Miscellaneous Services” the excess of 744J. is due to 
expenses incurred in taking the Census and for work performed 
in the ordnance factories in England. 


The excess under Public Works, recurrent and extraordinary, 
2,5771., is accounted for by various works having been authorised 
to be done and undertaken during the year which were not 
contemplated when the estimates were in course of preparation. 


Deducting the total excess of expenditure, 4,765/, from the total 
excess of revenue, 17,520/, it will be seen that the net gain 
accruing to the Colony on the transactions of the year has been 
no less than 12,7552, which cannot but be considered very 
satisfactory. 
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pean The following statement compares the expenditure for the years 
1891. 1890 and 1891 :-— | 
Heads of Expenditure. | 1890. | 1891. meee, eee. 
Charge for Public Debt - —- | 4987 15 43 ‘ks ia | sss s10| = * 
Pensions - > - - -| 3012 3 3] 3,054 2 4 4119 1 _ 
Governor and Legislature - ° 65917 8 951 12 1 27114 5 = 
Coolnial Secretary’s Department -/} 1,419 7 2) 1,53517 0 116 9 10 _ 
Provincial Administration - -| 186116 6| 1,40619 9 - 45410 9 
Native Affairs - - : -| 3681 2 6| 38,683 4 0 216 = 
Treasury - - : - - | 1,595 16 10 1,541 3 9 ed 64138 1 
Customs Department - - -| 6,890 811] 6211 4 38 821 0 4 - 
Audit Department - : . 170 13 10 181 5 0 1011 2 ~ 
Port and Marine Department -| 1,424 8 10 656 211 _ 768 5 11 
Legal Departments - : -| 2,748 8 6] 8,567 16 10 824 8 4 - 
Police - - - - 11,807 0 9 | 12,888 16 2] 1,581 15 5 = 
Prisons - : -| 2,924 8 1] 2,94414 2 20 6 1 _— 
Medical Department - . -| 2,705 8 8] 2,73412 5 29 8 9 _ 
Hospitals and Dispensaries - -| 24711710] 3,312 6 8 840 8 10 ~ 
Sanitary - : : : 626 10 6 790 2 4 163 11 10 _ 
Ecclesiastical - ° : 727 2 7 681 16 0 - 45 6 7 
Education - : ~{ 15601811] 1,749 4 4 188 5 5 _ 
Transport . ° -| 862811 1] 2,655 11 5& - 972 19 8 
Miscellaneous Services - . -| 8,821 16 8] 4,012 16 38 190 19 7 -_ 
Post Office ° - : - 87218 8} 1,382 9 0 509 10 4 — 
Colonial Surveyor’s Department - 647 15 7 616 011 _ 131 14 8 
Public Works, Extraordinary - —_ 1,920 18 3 - _ 
Do. Recurrent : - 1,972 2 8] 3026 8 1| 1,054 5 5 _ 
Colonial Steamer : - : 2,898 2 3] 38,119 2 6 226 0 2 - 
Total - : - Par ae rises 4 5! 17,38617 7} 2,427 10 8 
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Statement of estimated 


189L :— 


Heads of Expenditure, | 


Charge for Public Debt . 
Pensions - « ° . 
Governor and Legislature - 
Colonial Secretary’s Department 
Provincial Administration - 
Native Affairs - - : 
Treasury - - . * 
Customs Department - . 
Audit Department : ° 


Port and Marine Department 


Legal Departments - ° 
Police - . - - 
Prisons - . = $ 


Medical Department - . 


Hospitals and Dispensaries - 


Sanitary - « a - 
Ecclesiastical - . 7 
Education . . s 
Transport : . . 
Miscellaneous Services . 


Post Office . ° is 
Colonial Surveyor’s Department 


Public Works, Extraordinary 


Do. Recurrent - 
Colonial Steamer - . 
Total - . 


LS 


and actual expenditure for the year 


Amount 


estimated. 


Total 


Payments. 


2 a. Gs £ 4&8. 
6,000 0 0] 18,510 18 


8,105 0 


1,065 0 


1,515 0 


1,947 0 


4.614 0 


1,641 0 


6,276 0 


286 0 


822 0 


5,188 0 


14,189 0 


3,851 0 


2,928 0 


2,425 0 


813 0 


(itd 


1,580 0 


8,500 0 


3,269 0 


1,381 0 


574 0 


870 0 


2,000 0 


3,650 0 


0 


—] 


oS 


8,054 2 


981 12 


1,535 17 


1,406 19 


3,683 4 


1,541 3 


6,211 4 


181 5 


656 2 


8,567 16 


12,838 16 


2,944 14 


2,734 12 


8,312 6 


790 2 


681 16 


1,749 4 


2,655 11 


4,012 16 


1,882 9 


516 0 


1,920 18 


8,026 8 


3,119 2 


d. 
1 


11 


10 


2 


2 


0 


11 


8 


1 


5 


| 


73,200 0 0| 77,966 4 & 


More than | Less than 
estimated. | estimated. 
ae a. Ns & d. 
_ 5017 8 
_ 188 711 
2017 0 — 
— 540 0 3 
~ 930 16 0 
- 9916 3 
2 6415 9 
- 10415 0 
— 16517 1 
_ 1,620 3 2 
— 1,350 3 10 
a 406 5 10 
_ 193 7 7 
887 6 8 - 

— 2217 8 

- 29 4 0 
169 4 4 ~ 

- 844 8 7 
743.16 38 - 

19 0 - 

— 6719 1 
1,550 18 3 | - 
1,026 8 1 _ 

— 53017 7 


11,910 17 8] 7,145 13 8 
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SIERRA oT re é ae 
eae ‘The revenue and expenditure forthe past five years were as 
1891. ounder :— 
Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ £ 
1887 - - - . 60,637 58,334 
1388 - - - - 63,035 63,288 
1889 - - - : 70,836 66,771 
1890 - - - - 73,708 63,056 
1891 - - - - 89,869 77,965 


From the foregoing it will be observed that not only are the 
finances of the Colony steadily increasing, but also that very great 
care has been exercised over the expenditure, so as to ensure its 
being well within the income of the Colony, but I regret to say 
that this desirable state of affairs has been attained in a measure 
at the expense of the public buildings, about which I shall have 
something to say later on. 


3.— ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 


The financial condition of the Colony for the past five years 
will be easily seen on reference to the following return :— 


Excess of 


Year, Excess of Assets. TiahiiGes: 
£ £ 
iany : . 5 i 42,538 
reid J : bi 3 = 40,693 
a8. : : * “ me 33,101 
1890 - . - — 19,374 


1891 > : - a 1,160 _ 


which shows that the Colony has, after many years of debt, 
at last been able to show a surplus of 1,160/. over its liabilities, 
which is not only very satisfactory but points to a general healthy 
condition in the present state of affairs. 


4.—Pusiic Dest. 


This has been reduced from 58,4542 to 50,0002, raised in 1871-3 
for the construction of Public Works, to be repaid in 1896-8. 
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The sinking fund for its redemption amounted to 30,934/. on the 
33st December 1891. The balance, 8,000/., of the Joan from the 
Imperial Government in 1877, and 454/ excess over Imperial 
Grant for mission to Almami Samodu in 1888, were paid off in 
October, by direction of the Right Honourable the Secretary of 
State, to meet which a loan was obtained of 6,5002, of which 
3,500/. was outstanding at the end of 1891. As the excess of 
assets over liabilities was 1,160/, the Colony can no longer be 
considered to be in debt. 


5.— MUNICIPALITIES. 


No municipality or any other local body invested with authority 
existsin the Colony. But in every probability a bill eatitled the 
“ Municipal Ordinance” will in the course of a few months be 
introduced into the Legislative Council. 


The strong objection to such a measure on the part of the 
community at large has hitherto been on account of an idea which 
became fixed in the minds of the natives that it was only another 
way of reimposing the “House and Land Tax, ” but there is now, 
I am glad to say, a general feeling in favour of such legislation, 
and the people are willing to contribute towards the upkeep of 
local institutions and interest themselves in local matters. I have 
more than once heard it said by men of good position that the 
people are willing to pay anything, but do not call it“ House and 
Land Tax”; anything else and all will go well. 


6.—Mit.Lirary ExPpRNDITURE. 


The Imperial Government expended 60,3491. on account of the 
Military establishment here. 


The amount paid by the Colony as allowance to the troops in 
lieu of exemption from Customs duties was 5171. 


The troops at this station consist of a battalion of the West 
India Regiment, one company, native, and a detachment, European, 
of the Royal Artillery, a detachment of the Royal Engineers and 
Commnissariat and Ordnance Departments. 


Freetown isa naval depot and coaling station. 

A police force was organised iu 1890 for service both within 
and without the Colony, but more especially for the protection of 
the frontier, the cost of which amounted to 8,283 14s. 4d. in 
1891. The Police are armed with Snider rifles and swords. 

There is no Militia force. 


7.—Pusuic Works. 


The actual expenditure on Public Works amounted to 4,9472. 
in 1891 as against 1,972. in 1890. 
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The princinal works undertaken were new Government offices, 
a sea-wall 900 feet long, and a Public Hospital at Bonthe, Frontier 
Police barracks, and rifle range at Bendu, both places being in the 
Sherbro district. 

General repairs were effected to some of the Government build- 
ings and bridges in Freetown and the out-stations, but I regret to 
observe that all the public buildings are in a very dilapidated 
condition ; some of them require to be rebuilt, and it is to be hoped 
that the financial eonditi.n f the Colony will soon warrant a few 
of them at least being taken in hand, as it is throwing away money 
to spend it on constant patching. ; ; 


8.— LEGISLATION. 


The under-mentioned Ordinanees were passed during the 
year :— 

No. 1.—An Ordinance to legalise certain payments made in 
the year 1890 beyond the Expenditure authorised by law. 

No. 2.---An Ordinance to confer upon the Governor of the 
Colony of Sierra Leone the necessary power for the detention and 
deportation of Mormoh Darwabh as a political prisoner, 

No. 3.—An Ordinance to confer upon the Governor of the 
Colony of Sierra Leone the necessary power for the detention of 
Santiggy Karay as a polit ca prisoner. 

No. 4.— An Ordinance to authorise and provide for the removal 
of insane persons from the Colony of the Gambia to the Colony 
of Sierra Leone. 

No. 4.—An Ordinance to amend the Law with reference to the 
personation of Public Officers and others having authority from the 
Government, 

No. 6—An Ordinance to further amend “The Education 
Ordinance, 1882.” 

No. 7.—An Ordinance to regulate the sale and use of Arms 
and Ammunition in the Colony of Sierra Leone. 

No. 8._-An Ordinance to amend the “ Sierra Leone Customs 
Ordinance, 1880.” 

No. 9.—An Ordinance to amend the Law with reference to the 
personation of Public Officers and others having authority from 
the Government. 

No. 10.—An Ordinance to provide for the service of the Colony 
ef Sierra Leone for the year 1892. 

No. 11.—An Ordinance to amend the Law relating to Small 
Penalties. 

No. 12.—An Ordinance to further amend “The Sierra Leone 
Sanitary Ordinance, 1879.” 
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9.—CouNCILS AND ASSEMBLIES. 


Executive Council. 


Major S. G. Fairtlough and Lieut.-Colonel J. M. Maltby, of the 
Royal Artillery and the W est ladia Regiment respectively, became 
members on assuming command of the troops in the Colony at 
different periods, and Mr, C. B. Mitford on his appointment as 
Colonial Treasurer. | 


Legislative Council. 


The members of the Executive Council being also members of 
the Legislative Council, the foregoing changes equally apply to this 
Board, | | 

Mr. S. Boyle, an unofficial member, was ill the whole of the 
year, and Mr, §. Lewis, another unofficial member, was absent from 
the Colony for a few months in the early portion of the year. 


Board of Education. 


The changes araong official members were the same as in the 
Executive Council. The Rev. J. C. May, an unofficial member, 
who had been absent on leave to England from lst June 1890 
returned to the Colony on 1st Januiry and resumed his seat on 
the Board. 


10.—Civit EsTaBLISHMENT. 


His Excellency Sir J. S. Hay, K.C.M.G., proceeded to England 
on 21st April 1891 on leave of absence and was subsequently 
appointed Governor of Barbados, Major J. J. Crooks, the 
Colonial Secretary, administered the Government from the above 
date up to the end of the year. 


Colonial Secretariat. 


Mr. H. Higgins, Colonial Secretary, was, whilst on leave of 
absence in England, appointed Commissioner of Turks Island, 
and the vacancy thus created was filled by the promotion of 
Major J. J. Crooks, from the office of Treasurer to that of 
Colonial Secretary, from 28th January. 


Districts. 


Mr. C. H. H. Moseley, Civil Commandant of the Sherbro 
District, was appointed Colonial Treasurer of the Gambia, on 13th 
March 1891, and Mr. S. M. Bennett, Assistant Colonial Treasurer, 
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succeeded him as acting Civil Commandant until 3rd December, 
when Mr. G. H. Garrett, Travelling Commissioner, was appointed 
manager of the district. 


Native A ffuirs Department. 


Mr. J. C. E. Parkes, superintendent, was granted six months 
leave of absence to England from 11th May, and during his 
absence, the department was successively in charge of Mr. G. H. 


Garrett, Major A. McD. Moore, and Captain E. A. W. Lendy. 


Coloniul Treasury, 


Mr. C. B. Mitford, Treasurer of the Gambia, was appointed 
Colonial Treasurer from 10th February 1891, vice Major J, J. 
Crooks. 


Customs Department. 


Mr. C. B. Mitford was in charge of the Customs from 23rd 
May to 22nd July, in addition to his own duties as Treasurer, 
during the illness of Mr. M. V. D. Stuart, Mr. W, J. P. Elliott, 
Treasurer of Lagos, was appointed Collector of Customs of the 
Colony, from 22nd July, vice Mr. M. V. D. Stuart, who was 
retired on pension. Mr. Elliott proceeded on leave of absence 
for six months and ten days to England on 24th December, when 
Mr, E. Faulkner, Assistant Colonial Secretary, was appointed 
Acting Collector, 


Legal Departments, 


The Chief Justice, Mr. W. H. Quayle Jones, was on leave of 
absence to England from 6th May to 20th September, during 
which time Mr. J. Bayldon Walker, Barrister-at-Law, performed 
the duties of a judge of the Supreme Court. Mr. R. Brett, 
Master of the Supreme Court and Registrar-General, was 
granted leave of absence to England, from 29th January to 11th 
May, during which time Mr. J. A. M’Carthy, Queen’s Advocate, 
acted as Registrar-General, and Mr. W. A. Vulantin, Deputy 
Sheriff, acted as Master of the Supreme Court. Mr. Brett 
resigned his appointment on 12th August, when the same 
arrangements were made as those when he was on leave of 
absence. 

Mr. W. M. Huggins, Manager and Coroner of the Eastern 
District, acted as Police Magistrate and Coroner for the Police 
District of Freetown, from 28th November to the end of the 
year, vice Mr. J. Bayldon Walker, invalided to the Islands and 
subsequently to England. 
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Police. 


Major A. McD. Moore, Inspector General, was on leave of 
absence to England frcm 16th June to 23rd December 1891, his 
duties being performed during that time by Lieutenant Lendy. 

Lieutenant E. A. W. Lendy, D.S.O., of the 2nd Battalion the 
West India Regiment, Captain A. D. Campbell, late 2nd 
Battalion the Connaught Rangers, and Captain F. P. Cockburn 
(2nd Battalion Wiltshire Regiment), Inspector of the Gold 
Coast Constabulary, were appointed Inspectors of Police 
respectively from 7th February, 28th March, and 24th November 
1891. 

Captain Soden’s appointment as an Inspector was terminated on 
the 13th of October. 


Prisons Department. 


Mr. R. Wade, Keeper of the Gaol in Freetown, who had been 
invalided to England, from 20th December 1890, retired on a 
pension, from Ist March 1891. Sub-Inspector N. H. Sawyerr 
of the Police Force acted as Keeper up to 11th November 
1891, when Mr. F. J. Mizon, the newly appointed . Keeper of 
the Gaol, arrived from England and assumed the duties of his 
office. 


Medical Department. 
Dr. D. P. Ross, C.M.G., Colonial Surgeon, was granted six 


months leave to England, from 24th July, and during his absence 
Dr. W. Renner, Assistant Colonial Surgeon, acted for him, and 
Dr. J. N. Paris was employed temporarily as Assistant Colonial 
Sur.eon. 


11.—PENSIONS. 


The following table shows the amounts paid on account of 
pensions and other retiring allowances during the past five 
year: -— 


Year. Paid in England. | Paid in the Colony. Total. 
| £ F £ 
1887 - - : 1,832 693 2,525 
1888 - = - 1,832 669 2,501 
1889 ; - 1,940 1,164 3,104 
1890 - - - 1,743 1,269 3,012 
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Fifteen new names were added to the pension list in 1891, the 
principal ones were Mr. R. Wade, 58/., and Mr. M. V. D. Stuart, 
196. per annum. Of the five pensioners who died during the 
year, those deserving of mention were Mr. T. G, Lawson, on the 
13th June, who was in receipt of 2102 per annum, and 
Mr. A. B. Martyn, on 22nd December, who was receiving 68/. per 
annum. 


The total amount sanctioned as gratuities to retiring public 
servants, chiefly policemen, who were not entitled to pension 
on account of the shortness of the period of their services, was 
732. 12s. 9d. 


12.—ForEIGN CONSULS. 


The Consular representative of foreign countries were :— 
Denmark.—T. 8. Buckley. 
France.—G. A. Mondehare, 
Germany.—P. Lemberg. 

Portugal.—P. Lemberg, 

Greece A. G. Ceffala. 

Italy.—G. B. Zochonis. 

Liberia —A., E. Boyle. 

The Netherlands and Spain—W. Ellis. 
Sweden and Norway.—H. Burnett. 
United States of America,—B, Bowser, 


13.—PoPrULATION AND VITAL STATISTICS. 


A census was taken on 5th April 1891, in such parts of the 
Colony in which it was found practicable to doso, and the area 
was the same as that of 1881. The results have been published in 
a special report. 


The following comparative statement shows the population in 
1871, 1881 and 1891 :— 


White. Black. Total. 
Year, 
Male. | Female.| Male. {| Female.| Total. Male. | Female. | Total. 
1871 76 81 18,455 18,527 36,982 18,531 18,558 37,0389 
1881 237 34 80,964 29,511 60,475 31,201 29,345 60,546 
1891 - 191 83 39,684 84,927 74,611 89,875 34,960 74,835 
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In the census returns for 1891 the various occupations of the 
inhabitants were distinguished as follows :— 


NN — 
Occupation. | Male. | Female. | Total. 


a nna 


Government employés - - - 1,160 6 1,176 

Ministers of religion, members of legal 
and medical professions - - 112 2 114 
Merchants, traders and their clerks = - 2,090 9,941 12,031 

Farmers, farm labourers and market 
people - - - - 10,445 6,351 16,796 
Grumettas, labourers and house servants 4,910 836 5,746 
Fishermen and seamen - - - 3,326 — 3,326 
Mechanics, butchers, bakers, &c. - 3,614 13 3,627 
Miscellaneous - - ~ - 1,610 8,557 5,197 
Transient traders and strangers - 1,020 599 1,619 
Schoel children - - - 7,125 6,944 14,069 
Infants - - - - - 2,235 2,323 4,558 
No occupation - - - 2,198 4,378 6,576 
Total - 39,875 34,960 74,835 


The races were divided into white and black. The nation- 
alities of the white population are given in the following table :— 


Nationality. | Male. | Female. Total. 
English - - = - 106 14 120 
Welsh - - . - - 4 — 4 
Scotch - - - - ~ fh 4 11 
Irish - ~ - - - 22 9 81 
American - - ~ - 5 2 7 
French - - - ~ 24 2 26 
German - - - - 2 — 2 
Italian - - ” - - 5 2 7 
Swiss - - - - - 6 — 6 
Portuguese = - - - - 2 _ 2 
Swedish - - - - 1 _— Ft 
Norwegian - - - - 2 — 2 
Greek - - - - - 2 — 2 
Spaniard - - - 1 — 1 
Canadian - - - - 1 — 1 
Maltese - - - - 1 — 1 

Tota. ~ - - 191 33 224 
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The nationalities of the black inhabitants will be found fully 
classified in the under-mentioned return :— 


nn nnn ET EER 


Nationality. | Male. | Female. Total. 
Se ne Fae ee Se Ee) Le ae ee at ee en 
Liberated Africans and their descendants 15,002 18,210 33,212 
Natives, 7.e., children of strange tribes 
born in Sierra Leone - - 3,618 3,111 6,729 
Mandingoes’ - - - - 1,094 315 1,409 
Timanees - - - -. 4,323 2,751 7,074 
Jolofis - - - - - 75 87 162 
Baggas - - - - - 382 201 583 
Mendis - - - - - 4,690 8,403 8,093 
Sherbros ~ - - - 8,824 3,046 6,870 
Gallmas ~ 5 . - 561 497 1,058 
Limbas - - - - 800 283 1,083 
Soosoos > - a - “1,554 1,224 2,778 
Fulahs - - - - - 222 150 872 
Loccos - - - - - _ 483 264 747 
Serrakulies - - - - - 87 47 134 
Bulloms - - - - 118 102 220 
Kroomen - - - - 1,088 289 1,327 
West Indians - - - - 727 136 863 
Miscellaneous, i.e., any tribe not herein 
detailed - - - - 1,036 861 1,897 
Total - - - 39,684 84,927 74,611 


i 


There are more males than females in Sierra Leone, a fact 
revealed by the census taken in 1881 and again in 1891. 


On the 3lst December the population of the census area was 
estimated to be 76,000, and the unenumerated portions of the 
Colony are supposed to contain 50,000 souls, making an approxi- 
mate total of 126,000 persons, seattered over an area of about 4,000 


square miles. 


From the vital statistics furnished by the various district 
registrars, the total number of births and deaths registered during 
the past five years was as follows :— 


Year. Births. Deaths. 


1887 - - - ° 1,341 1,413 
1888 - - - . 1,358 1,248 
1889 - - - - 1,250 1,363 
1890 - - . - 1,249 1,531 
1891 P = - . 1,328 1,368 
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The registration system here is not as perfect as it should be, 
owing partly to difficulties which are always to be found in 
partially civilized communities. The untutored native seldom 
complies with tke law on the subject and it is not generally easy 
to compel him to do so. 


The total number of marriages, reckoned from the returns sent 
in by the different Christian denominations, in the Colony in 1891 
was 312. 


14.—EccLESIASTICAL. 


The various Christian sects, the number of their places of 
worship and their adherents in Sierra Leone are shown in the 
following return :— 


a Toh 4s : Members 
Denomination. | Places of Worship. generally attending. 


Church of England - - - | 55 11,988 
Roman Catholic - - - | 3 380 
Wesieyan - - - = 37 8,360 
Free Church Methodist - - | 14 2,585 
American or Maroon Methodist - 1 250 
African M. It. Church of America - 3 720 
American Mendi Mission or United | 

Brethren in Christ - - 14 1,032 
Huntingdonian = - - - 11 1,193 
Baptist = - - - - | 3 306 

Total Doge me paar iti Bs 26814. 


—_———_— eee 


The census returns for 1891 showed that the number of persons 
professing Christianity was 41,361. 


Mohammedanism ison the increase, the followers of the prophet 
numbering one tenth of the population. 


The Church of England is the only one receiving State aid. 
All the others aie either self-supporting or aided by missionary 
societies. Only the Bishop of the Anglican Church, the Roman 
Catholic priests, and the superintendents of the Wesleyan and the 
Free Church Methodists are Europeans ; all the other ministers of 
religion are Africans, 
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15.— EDUCATION. 


The number of schools examined, the number of pupils on the 
yolis, and the amount of Government grants awarded in the last 
five years were :— 


Number of Pupils. 
Pay Number of Government 
; Schools. Grants. 
Boys. Girls. Total. 
& 
1887 61 4,141 4,023 8,164 682 
1888 - 67 4,338 4,205 8,543 762 
1889 - a0 4,723 4,499 9,222 806 
1890 - 73 4,662 4,279 8,941 891 
1891 - 71 4,581 4,237 8,818 812 


| | 


From the foregoing statement, it will be observed with regret 
that the number of pupils is still on the decrease, the total 
number in 1891 being less than that in 1889 by 404. The 
Inspector of Schools in his report for 1891 says :—“ There is 
“ even on last year a decrease in both average and ordinary 
‘* attendances, there are also fewer presented in the standards, 
“ with, of course, the very probable result of fewer passes. On 
“ the whule I do not see that at present any increase is fore- 
“ shadowed in any way. Whether this be due to (1) migration 
“ to various parts of the Coast or Colony, or (2) due to the many 
“ private adventure schools cropping up, I cannot say.” 

echnical or industrial education has made no _ progress. 
Besides the above, there were, in 1891, 23 elementary schools with 
1,592 pupils which were below the Government standard. 

The school at the village of Charlotte for liberated African 
children, which was supported jointly by the Imperial and 
Colonial Governments, was closed on 31st December, 

There are six high schools in Freetown, three for boys and 
three for girls, with a total attendance of 334 boys and 231 girls, 
during the year. 

Fourah Bay College, on the outskirts of Freetown, belongs to 
and is supported by the Church Missionary Society, and by being 
affiliated to the University of Durham, its students are eligible 
to take degrees in arts, theology, &c. 

T'wo new journals were started during the year, “ The Trader’ 
and “ Saturday Ho,’ but the former became defunct bsfore the 
close of the year. Besides these, there were two weekly news- 
papers, “ The Weekly News ”and “The Sierra Leone Times,” 

ublished in Freetown, and a fortnightly one, “The Early Dawn,” 
at Sherbro. 
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Imports. SiurRe ) 
bee LEonx. | 
Value of Imports from 1892, 
Year. — Total Customs a a 
United | British | Foreign | Value. Duty. 
Kingdom. | Colonies. | Countries. 
£ £ £ 2 £ 
i888 A 3 : =| 190,529 1,211 58,407 250,147 43,742 
1889 f . -| 210,800 1,110 65,871 277,781 49,084 
1890 * - F : 295,012 1,627 98,269 889,908 53,810 
1891 s < -| 345,031 2,145 106,202 458,378 69,999 
1892 . : : * 332,198 4,814 76,105 418,117 69,406 
The total value of imports for the year was 413,111, of these, 
302,062/. were entered for home consumption and 111,055/. 


warehoused. 

The value of imports from the United Kingdom was 332,1981., 
or four-fifths of the whole. 

The decrease of 594/. in Customs duty on goods imported, as 
compared with the previous year, is due to the passing of the 
Firearms, Ammunition, and Gunpowder Ordinance on 26th March 
and to Quarantine restrictions. The principal articles imported 
were cotton goods, spirits, haberdashery, tobacco, and hardware. 


Exports. 
Value of Exports to 
Year. Total 
United British Foreign Value. 
Kingdom. Colonies. Countries. 
ae a a a a 
£ £ £ £ 
1888 - : : - - 166,569 17,651 154,828 839,048 
1889 - - : “ - ; 181,077 23,992 164,650 819,719 
1890 - - . ® 147,436 21,048 180,840 349,319 
1891 . - : - s 218,294 32,177 227,185 477,656 
189”, - “ . “ . 195,298 35,245 189,908 420,451 


The total value of African produce exported during the year was 
304,406/., and that of European goods withdrawn from the ware- 
house was 116,045. 

The decrease in the exports of 1892, as compared with the year 
1891, is due to less produce being landed in Freetown through the 
compulsory diversion of trade from the Colony to foreign neighbour- 
ing places, from whence it is shipped direct to Europe. 

The “Human Leopard” scare in the Imperi country possibiy 
might have affected the palin kernel and oil industry. 

The chief exports were palm kernels, rubber, kola nuts, palm 
oil, gum, ginger, rice, and hides, 
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Articles produced or manufactured in and exported from the 
Colony in 1891 were valued at 6,1771, against 5,394 in the 
previous year. | 


The chief exports were palm kernels, 157,4571, rubber, 
77,7381, kola nuts, 43,0042, specie, 36,2311, palm oil, 14,3701. 
gum copal, 9,241/., rice, 8,29i/., hides, 7,112. The value of 
exports from the Colony to the United Kingdom in 1891 was 
four times that to France, five times that to Germany, and 
25 times that to the United States of America. 


The figures in the foregoing tables afford tangible evidence 
that the trade of the Colony is expanding, a satisfactory feature 
in a community in which about one sixth of the resident 
inhabitants is engaged in trading. There is reason, however, to 
assume that the large importations of recent years are not 
altogether the outcome of a doné fide increased local consumption, 
so far as the Colony itself is concerned, as nearly one half of the 
imports find their way into the interior countries, aud should more 
properly be classified as transit trade,‘the few ports in the Colony 
being mere commercial depéts, where are landed the merchandise 
brought by vessels from the different European countries and 
from America, whose manufactures find a ready market in this 
part of Western Africa. Therefore, it is decidedly apparent 
that the stability of the trade of Sierra Leone rests entirely on 
the pacification of the producing areas which border on the 
confines of our jurisdiction. 


17.—SHIPPING. 


The total number and tonnage of vessels entered and cleared 
for the last five years were :— 


Entered. Cleared. Total. 
ee’ No. of | m No. of No. of 

Vessels, | TOMMABC | Vessels, | Tonnage. | yocceis, | Tonnage. 
1887 - . “ - 633 174,915 653 185,722 1,286 360,687 
1888 + . : - 702 255,330 703 262,351 1,405 517,681 
1889 - P . 724 291,239 726 297,982 1,450 589,171 
1890 - P . ‘ 868 | 842,591 854 336,918 1,722 679,509 
1891 - : - 899 | 425,853 870 | 416670 | 1,769 | 842,598 


Freetown has deservedly become noted as an important coalirs 
station and as it possesses an admirable and safe harbour, the best 
in West Africa, a good provision market and a_pientiful supply 
of pure drinking water, it is much frequented by ships, as such 
supplies cannot be so readily obtained elsewhere on the coast 
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18.—AGRICULTURE, 


There has been no improvement under this head, and I am afraid 
that this unfortunate state of affairs will continue, as the natives 
have no ambition in this direction beyond planting their own 
local vegetables, although the Colony possesses every inducement 
for the cultivation of cacao, sugar, coffee, nutmegs, and a variety 
of other tropical plants. 


19.—MANUFACTURES, MINES, AND FISHERIES. 
No manufactures have been started during the year and no 
mines exist in the Colony. 
20.—GAOLS AND PRISONERS. 


The following table gives the number of prisoners committed to 
and received in the prisons of the Colony during the past five 
years :— 


Year. | Male. Female. | Total. 
1887 = . - - 904 89 993 
1888 - - - - 842 75 925* 
1889 ~ - - - 1,073 64 1,141f 
1890 = - - ~ 745 52 797 
1891 - - - - 806 59 865 


21.—CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


The following return shows the number of offences, apprehen- 
sions, convictions, and acquittals for the last five years :— 


aan No. of No. of Seoncs 
Year. : Persons Summary Acquittals, 
Offences. ae Court 
aid Convictions. Cancialans. 
1887 - - 1,752 1,956 1,050 106 291f 
1888 - - 1,995 2,327 1,318 66 226f 
1889 - - 2,158 2,487 1,409 66 310f 
1890 - - 1,753 1,973 920 63 345f 
oi 1,914 2,095 1,054 54 355t 
* Including eight juveniles. t Including four juveniles, 


{ Exclusive of cases that fell through for want of prosecution. 


285 


286 


22 COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 
—_ There have been more crimes in 1891 than in 1890. 
The Queen’s Advocate, in his report on the Criminal Statistics 


1891. 
eae Return of 1891, says :— 
“ T regret to observe that crime is on the increase, the number 
of reported offences being 1,914, as against 1,753 for the year 1890, 
or an increase of 8°17 percent. . . . 
“The total number of offenders brought before the inferior 
courts is 2,095, or 2°8 per cent. of the population of the Colony. 
Of these, 1,133, or 1°5 per cent., were convicted.” 


Three cases of murder were committed to the Supreme Court. 
Larceny was the prevailing offence. 


22.— HOSPITALS. 


The total number of persons admitted into the various hospitals, 
and the number of deaths for the past five years were as 


under :— 

Year. Admissions. Deaths. 
1887 - - - 565 102 
1888 - - - - 701 103 
1889. - - = - 702 135 
1890 - - 2 * 942 169 
1891 - . - - 946 147 


23.—Lunatic ASYLUM. 


The following comparative table gives the total admissions, 
discharges and deaths for the last five years :— 


Year. | Admissions. Discharges. | Deaths. 
1887s = : - - 20 4 7 
18@8 - = - ~ 14 5 9 
1889 = = - - 17 1 10 
1890 - = - - 20 9. 3 
1891 - - - - 20 _ 14 


There is only one asylum in the Colony, and it is situated at 
Kissy, about three miles from Freetown. The total number of 
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insane persons in Sierra Leone in 1891 was calculated to be 
132, equal to -173 per cent. of the population. 

The Colonial Surgeon, in his annual report for 1891, states : 
The public health of the Colony during the year was satis- 
factory, though there were several cases of ‘ Influenza’ during the 
“ast half of the year. The usual types of intermittent and 
remittent fevers prevailed, as well as other cases of zymotic 
“ disease. There were 76 cases of small-pox treated in the 
hospital, most of which were imported here in the steamers 
“ arriving from St. Paul de Loando, and the other cases found 
their way to Freetown from the interior. Vaccination was carried 
on in and around Freetown during the latter part of the year 
in consequence of smali-pox prevailing in the country im- 
“ mediately to the north of the Colony. The total number of 
successful cases performed during the year being 1,596.” 


6e¢ 
6¢ 


24.—Savine Banks. 


The Treasury Savings Bank, which was established in 1882, 
still continues to find favour in the sight of the public, the 
amounts deposited having steadily increased with each succeeding 
year, notwithstanding the West African Bank. 

The following table shows the number of depositors and 
amount due to them during the last five years :— 


Year. No. of Depositors. Cena 
£. 
1887 - - - - 501 9,330 
1888 - - - ° 697 11,929 
1889 : 3 ‘ “ 904 14,179 
1890 Me A L i 1,120 16,485. 
1891 - - -. - 1,460 22,590 


from which it will be seen that the business is increasing in a most 
satisfactory manner, so much so that it was being considered in 
1891 whether a branch should not be established at Sherbro. 

The total amount invested at end of 1891 was 20,2157, 

The minimum deposit receivable is one shilling, but no depositor: 
is allowed to deposit more than 130/. within a year nor to have 
more than 5001, exclusive of interest, in the bank. Interest is 
allowed at the rate of 24 per cent. per annum. 


25.—GOVERNMENT HoussEs. 


Government House, Fort Thornton, Freetown; Heddle’s 
Cottage, on the summit of one of the numerous hills near the 
city; and the Governor’s House at Cape Sierra Leone, are 
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all in a very bad state of repair, and are more or less unfit for 
habitation, 


26.—RariLways, CANALS, AND Roaps, 


There are no railways or inland telegraphs. Canals are quite 
unnecessary, as the Colony is a network of rivers and creeks, by 
means of which the internal communication is mainly carried on. 

The roads are not so good as they might be, but some are in a 
fair state of repair, whilst others are anything but what could be 
desired, especially those leading to the mountain districts. 

The absence of good bridges is also a drawback to travelling in , 
many parts of the peninsula. 

The construction of a light railway from Freetown to Songo 
Town and thence to the interior would be beneficial to trade. 


27—Post anp TRLEGRAPH STATISTICS. 


The total amount of postal matter which passed through the 
Postal Department during the past four years is shown below, no 
account having been made for 1887 :— 


Number of Letters, Postcards, 


Year, Parcels, &c, received and sent. 
1888 - - - - 210,581 
1889 - - - - 213,041 
1890 - - - - 234,871 
1891 - ~ - - 274,117 


As regards the inland postal service of the Colony, although 
some efforts have recently been made for its improvement, 
and an Ordinance passed in’18$0 on the subject, yet it cannot be 
said to be in perfect working order, but as a scheme is now under 
consideration it is hoped that the service will soon be placed on a 
satisfactory basis, _ 

The following table shows the value of money orders received 
in and sent from the Post Office for the last five years :— 


Year. Received, | Sent. Total. 

z £& £ 
1887 ~ - - 9,885 22,506 32,391 
1888 - - - 11,296 21,1538 82,749 
1889 - “ - 10,117 18,131 28,258 
1890 - - = 9,617 14,930 24,547 


1891s : - 12,415 14,679 27,094 
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There are no internal telegraphs, hence no statistics furnished. 1 
consider it would be of much utility to the community in general 
if the principal towns in the districts were placed in telegraphic 
communication with Freetown, the seat of Government. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


In reviewing the past year, there have not been many incidents 
that might be considered as strikingly remarkable in the annals of 
Sierra Leone. But a few events have occurred which unquestion- 
ably deserve to be recorded. 

A reduction from 4d. to 24d. per half ounce on postage between 
the United Kingdom and Sierra Leone came into operation from 
Ist January. 

A syndicate was formed in England in the early portion of 
the year to construct docks in Freetown, and in August, Mr. 
Stephens, an engineer, arrived here and made an extensive survey, 
not only for the docks but also, it is understood, for a light railway 
from headquarters into the Kwaia district. 

The inland postal service of the Colony was made the subject 
of inquiry by a committee appointed by the Governor in 1891, 
and the results of their deliberations have been that the postal 
staff of the Colony should be increased and a new Post Office 
erected in Freetown. 

For the construction of the Congo Free State Railway, large 
numbers of the labouring classes were employed from Sierra 
Leone and taken to that State, but on account of the complaints 
made by them of alleged ill-treatment the matter was brought to 
the notice of the Government and much interest was taken in the 
subject by the local press. 

The rainfall for the year as taken at the Colonial Hospital, 
Freetown, was 133°61 inches as against 121:24 inches in 1890. 

The delimitation of the northern boundary of the Colony, as 
settled by the agreement between Great Britain and France, 
which was signed at Paris in 1889, has been looked forward to 
since that year, as it was a question of great importance to the 
Colony. 

The boundary commissioner appointed by Great Britain was 
Captain A. H. Kenney, R.E., and those by France were Monsieur 
F. Lamadon, Administrator of the “ Riviéres du Sud,” Lieutenant 
Bransoulié and Docteur Bonnefoy. The French Commissioners 
arrived in Freetown on 28th November and the British Commis- 
sioner on the 2nd December. They embarked from Freetown 
for Mahaila, the scene of the commencement of their labours, on 
15th December. 

It is satisfactory to take a retrospect of the progress of events 
during the past quinquennial period of the history of Sierra Leone 
as evidenced by the foregoing statistical tables. Some few years 
ago the Colony was on the verge of bankruptcy, but now, owing 
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to careful political and financial administration, Sierra Leone has 
at last, I trust, entered an entirely new era, and will become in 
the rot distant future one of the many prosperous possessions 
which constitute the British Empire. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. Burney Mrr¥rorp, 
His Excellency Act.ng Colonial Secretary. 


Sir Francis Fleming, K.C.M.G., 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief, 
Sierra Leone. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS. 


The following, among other Reports, relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year. 
61 Natal “ - - - - - | 1891-92 
62 Basutoland - P - Z e - 
63 St. Helena - - ae f E 1891 
64 Sierra Leone - * = = = - 
65 | Jamaica - - - - « - | 1891-92 
66 | Trinidad and Tobag - - - +: oe BOT 
67 Newfoundland - - » f 5 . 
68 British New Guinea : z S 
69 Victoria - = = 
70 Rodrigues - = . = é 
71 Bermuda - - ‘ H = 
72 Fiji - . = z 
73 | British Honduras - ‘“ - > 
74 | Turks and Caicos Islands - “ Ps 
75 Gibraltar - - a : - 
76 Bahamas - - - me - 
77 | Leeward Islands - - - % 
78 Trinidad and Tobag . J 
79 | Malta . Z = fl ~ 
80 | Gambia + - a a a 
81 Straits Settlements Fa - ss 
82 Grenada - ™ és E < 
83 | Barbados - 5 c - z 
84. St. Vincent . - “ : 
85 | Hong Kong - “ = ‘ 
86 St. Lucia - ™ - S i 
87 Falkland Islands - - . i" 
88 Gold Coast a * a . 
89 Basutoland - « % ™ 
90 | Ceylon - - - - S 
9] Zululand - . . : & 
92 | Mauritius - “ = 4 3 
93 Labuan - - . = s 
94 British Honduras - = = . 
95 | Lagos - - - - = z 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony. Subject. 

1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 

2 Zululand - - - | Forests. 

3 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 
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No. 96. 
SIERRA LEONE. 


[For Report for 1891 see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 64.) 


Acting Governor Crooxs to the Marqurss or Rrpon. 


Government House, Freetown, Sierra Leone, 
My Lorp MarqQukEss, October 21, 1893. 
I nAVE the honour to transmit herewith my Report on 
the Blue Book of this Colony for the year 1892. 


REPORT ON THE BuiueE Boos, 1892. 


1.—Taxes anp Dutiss; 


The only change under the head is “ The Firearms, Ammuni- 
tion and Gunpowder Ordinance, 1892,” which has caused a 
considerable decrease in the import duty on arms and ammunition 
as compared with the previous year. ‘The said Ordinance gives 
effect to Articles 8 to 10 of the General Act cf the Brussels 
Conference, 1890. 


The tariff consists of an ad valorem duty of 74 per cent, and 
certain specific duties, which are moderate. Articles imported for 
agricultural, manufacturing, and educational purposes, and coala 
are exempted from duty. 


There is no export duty, nor is there any direct taxation 


2.—REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 
Revenue. 


The total revenue, including the Parliamentary Grant in Aid of 
the colonial steamer, was 86,866/., showing an increase of 2,266/. 
on the estimated amount, 84,6002. 


I 78980. Wt 10230, 
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The following statement compares the estimated and actual 
receipts for the year 1892 :— 


: Amount Total More than Less than 
Heads of Receipts. estimated. Receipts. | estimated. | estimated 
£ £ z 
Customs - - - ° 67,568 69,410 1,842 _ 
Port, Harbour, and Light Dues ° 3,000 2,906 _ 94 
Licences, Excise, &c. - - - 4,928 5,956 1,028 vm 
Fees of Court or Office - - > 
: ; j 3,807 3,898 91 hmsd 
Payments for Specific Services - | 
Post Office - ° - - | £40 955 115 _ 
Rents of Government Property - | 152 256 104 _ 
Interest - - - - 1,200 1,609 409 — 
Miscellaneous Receip - - 135 318 183 —_ 
Land Sales - - . i 70 21 — 49 
Parliamentary Grant for Colonial 
Steamer - - - - 2,900 1,537 _ 1,368 
| SRS ia at aaah ee ee 
Total- - -| 84600 | 86,806 | 3,772 1,506 


Net increase for 1892, 2,266/. 

Four-fifths of the revenue is derivable from Customs duties ou 
articles imported into the Colony. The increase in the Customs 
receipts is due to improved trade; that under “Licences” to 
iarger number of spirit Jicences issued and a greater sale of Revenue 
Stamps. 

The decrease under the head of Colonial Steamer” is due to 
the receipt of only 1,537/. of the Parliamentary grant for the year. 

Comparative statement of the revenue for years 1891 and 
1892 :— 


: sae Increase, Decrease, 
Heads of Receipts. Year 1891. Year 1892. 1892 1892. 
\ | 
& £ & £ 
Customs « - - - - 70,000 69,410 _ 590 
Port, Harbour, and Light Dues - 2,998 2,906 — 92 
Licences, Excise, &c. < - - 6,202 5,956 _ 246 
Fees of Court or Office and Reim- 
bursementsinaid - - - 4,988 3,898 - 1,090 
Post Office - - - - 820 955 1385 _ 
Rents of Government Property - 157 256 99 _ 
Interest - . - o - 1,078 1,609 531 — 
Miscellaneous Receipts - - 417 318 — 99 
Land Sales - - - - 225 21 - 304 
Parliamentary Grant for Colonial 
Steamer - - - - 2,984 1,537 _ 1,447 
Total - - 89,569 86,866 765 3,768 


SS SENS 


Net decrease for 1892 = 3,003/, 
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The increase in “ Interest” is owing to larger investments ; the 
decrease in “ Customs” is due to quarantine restrictions and the 
Arms and Ammunition Ordinance ; in “ Licences” to fewer Spirit 
Licences; in “ Fees and Reimbursements in Aid” to alterations 
in Customs hours and discontinuance of aid from Imperial Govern 
ment to Liberated African Department; in “ Land Sales” to 
fewer sales, and in “ Colonial Steamer ” to six months’ Parlia- 
mentary Grant only having been paid within the year. 


Expenditure. 


The estimated expenditure was 80,6082, and the amount actually 
expended was 83,852/., showing an excess over the estimates of 
3.244. 


The following is the comparative table of estimated and actual 
expenditure for the year 1892 :-— 


Heads ot Bxpenditure, | <AvOus, | pamattts, | Seghearclt | Rethay 
Charge for Public Debt - - 5010 4568 = = 
Pensions - - - - - 8,000 2,985 a 15 
Governor and Legislature - . 1,178 919 —_ 259 
Colonial Secretary’s Department - 1,573 1,515 ~ 58 
Provincial Administration - : 1,957 1,856 —~ 101 
Native Affairs - - - - 4,588 3,832 —_ 7103 
Treasury - - - - - 1,811 1,642 os 169 
Customs Department. - - - 6,363 5,908 — 455 
Audit Department - - : 526 216 _ 310 
Port and Marine Department - 822 712 obs 110 
Legal Department - - : 5,211 3,592 _ 1,619 
Police - - é : - 17,663 15,874 _ 1,789 
Prisons - = - oe 8,353 2,861 ~ 492 
Medical Departments - : : 8,037 2,843 — 194 
Hospital and Dispensaries - - 8,175 3,194 19 = 
Sanitary - - x - - 1,218 786 ona 432 
Ecclesiastical - . - - 741 656 _ 55 
Education - : : - 1,721 1,443 _ 278 
Transport - - - : 8,500 7,003 3,503 _ 
Miscellaneous Services - : : 8,545 4,245 700 — 
Pest Office - - - . 1,950 1,823 — 127 
Colonial Surveyor’s Department - 600 568 eS 32 
Public Works, Extraordinary - 1,496 2,760 1,264 _ 
Do. Recurrent . - 3,000 4,602 1,602 = 
Colonial Steamer - : - 3,650 7,051 3,401 ia 
Total - : - 80,608 83,852 10,489 7,245 


Net increase for 1892 = 3,244. 


Siprra 
LEONE, 
1892. 
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Comparative statement of the expenditure for years 1891 and 
1892 :— 


Heads of Expenditure. Year 1891. | Year 1892. Incr tad D Roar 
Charge for Public Debt - - isnt ran | e ares 
Pensions - . - - - 3,054 2,985 _ 69 
Governor and Legislature - - 9382 919 _ 13 
Colonial Secretary’s Department  - 1,536 1,515 | om 21 
Provincial Administration  - - 1,407 1,856 449 _ 
Native Affairs ~ - - - 3,683 3,832 149 _ 
Treasury - - - - - 1,541 1,642 101 _ 
Customs Department - - - 6,211 5,908 _ 308 
Audit Department - . - 181 216 35 _ 
Port and Marine Department - 656 712 56 _ 
Legal Department . - - 3,568 8,592 24 _ 
Polite. Prikecae sR el! iaeas 15,974 3,035 _ 
Prisons - - - - - 2,945 2,861 - 84 
Medical Departments - - - 2,735 2,843 108 _ 
Hospitals and Dispensaries - - 3,312 8,194 — 118 
Sanitary - 2 * . - 790 786 _ 4 
Eeclesiastica = - - - 682 656 _ 26 
Raucation = - : > 1,749 1,443 — 306 
Transport - : - - 2,656 7,003 4,347 _ 
Miscellaneous Services - . 4,018 4,245 232 _ 
Pcst Office . - ° = 1,382 1,823 441 _ 
Colonial Surveyor’s Department - 516 568 52 _ 
Publie Works, Extraordinary - 1,921 2,760 839 ~ 
Do. Recurrent - - 3,026 4,692 1,576 - 
Culonial Steamer - - - 3,119 7,051 3,982 _ 
Total - : - 77,965 83,852 15,376 9,489 


Net increase for 1892 = 35,8871, 


‘The excess of expenditure under “ Transport” is owing to an 
expedition to ‘Tambi, a mission to Falaba, and the Anglo-French 
Boundary Commission. Under “ Miscellaneous Services” the 
excess is due to the extension of Inland Postal Service, printing 
telegrams, Census taking, and Customs seizures. Under “Public 
Works ” the excess is due to repairs to Government House, Bonded 
Warehouse, and the Public Buildings generally, and the erection 
of new Customs Shed and Post Office in Freetown. 


Under “Colonial Steamer” the excess is due to the vesse! 
having been sent to England for extensive repairs. 


—F 
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The apparent excess under “ Provincial Administration” is due — Srmrna 
to the office of manager, Sherbro district, having been filled up —- ¥¥oNs. 
during the year. ities 

Under “ Police” the increase is due to the strength of the 
force having been increased. “ 

Under “Post Office” the increase is due to the extension of 
postal system. 

The decrease of expenditure under “ Public Debt ” is due to the 
payuent in October 1891 of the balance, 8,000/., of the loan from 
Imperial Government in 1877, and the excess, 454/., over Imperial 
Grant for Mission to Almami Samadu in 1888. 

The decrease under “ Customs” is due to saving on salary of 
Coliector until he took up his appointment on the termination of 
his leave. 

The decrease under “Education” is due to the closing of 
Charlotte School for Liberated African Children on the 31st 
December 1891 and the death at Lagos, on 15th December 1892, 
of the Reverend Mr. Sunter, M.A., Inspector of Schools. 


The revenue and expenditure for the past five years were as 
under :— 


Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ £& 
1888 = . - - 63,035 63,288 
1889 Fs < © - 70,836 66,771 
1890 - - - - 73,708 63,056 
1891 2 = = 89,869 77,965 
1892 : : 86,866 83,852 


The decrease in revenue and also the increase. in expenditure 
for 1892, as compared with year 1891, are fully accounted for 
above. 


3,—ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 


The financial position of the Colony for the past five years 
may be seen from the following statement :— 


1892 


‘ « 
Veur Excess of Assets. | ae 
£ £ 
1888 - - 3 - — 40,693 
ans ; ; E F ce 33,101 
eee ‘ : i ; a 19,374 
1891 - . ; : ae x" 
: : 5 5 10,197 | —_ 
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Simmra From the foregoing it will be observed that the Colony at the 
Luont- close of the year was in a better position by 9,037/ than at the same: 


1892. period in 1891. 


— 


4.—-Pusiic Drsr. 


This remains the same as at the close of the year 1891, viz., 
50,000/., raised in 1871-73 for constructing Public Works, to be 
repaid in 1896-98. 

The sinking fund for its redemption amounted to 34,1182. on 
31st December 1892. When the liabilities are paid off in 1898, the 
Colony will be better off by 5,0102. per annum, the sum now set 
apart for payment of Sinking Fund and Interest on Debentures. 
This annual payment is a great drain, and although the Colony is 
at present in a position to redeem the Bonds, there is little likeli- 
hood that the holders would sell off at Jess than par, us they are 
guaranteed interest from Government Funds at the rate of 6. per 
cent. 


3.— MUNICIPALITY. 


No municipality or any local body invested with authority 
exists in the Colony, but “ Aa Ordinanee to create the Town of 
“ Freetown a Municipal City and to incorporate the inhabitants 
“ thereof” was introduced into the Legislative Council and read a 
first time on the 25th August, a second time 13th September, and 
was under the consideration of the Committee of the Council 
during the remainder of the vear. It passed the Council on 21st 
February of the present year, and the Right Honourable the 
Secretary of State has signified that Her Majesty will not be 
advised to exercise her power of disallowance in respect thereof. 


The Council is to consist of a Mayor and 15 Councillors, three 
of whom are to be appointed by the Governor and Executive 
Council ; the others are to be elected. 


4s stated in my report on the Blue Book for 1890, “ there is no 
“ doubt that municipal government will be a great boon to Free- 
“ town by encouraging the community to interest themselves jn 
“ local matters, instead of relying as at present upon the Executive 
“ Government to do everything, even to lighting the streets, 
“ supplying water, and keeping the roads and markets in repair.” 


Freetown contains over 30,000 inhabitants. 


6.— Mivirary ExprenpitTurer. 


There is no contribution from the Colony, which is an important 
Co aling station, for the maintenance of the Military Establishment 
the entire expenditure of 67,3687. (local) being borne by the 
Imperial Government. 
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The garrison consists of a battalion of the West India Regiment, 
a European detachment of the Royal Artillery, Native Battery 
of West African Artillery, and a Native detachment of Fortress 
Engineers, 

The troops receive an allowance, which amounted this year to 
669/,'as compensation for Customs duties payable by them. 

There is no Militia force. The Sierra Leone Royal Militia 


was disbanded in 1863, and since then no similar corps has been 
organised, 


The Armed Police Force for frontier work consists of five 
European officers and 340 Native sub-officers and privates, 


7.—PuBuic Works. 


The expenditure on Public Works, repairs to buildings, roads 
streets and bridges for the past five years was as under :— 


Year. Amount. 
£ 
1888 1,351 
1889 1,725 
1890 1,972 
1891 4,947 
1892 7,362 


No public work of magnitude has been undertaken, but the 
increased expenditure was much needed, owing to the dilapidated 
condition of most of the public buildings. A new Post Office 
and Oustoms Shed were erected during the year, extensive 
repairs were effected at Government House, No. 2 Bonded 
Warehouse and the Kissy Lazaretto, and general repairs to the 
bridges in the districts and the buildings were carried out. 


8.— LEGISLATION. 


The under-mentioned Ordinances were passed during the 
year :—- 


No. 1.—An Ordinance to further amend “ 


a pei The Supreme Court 
rdinance, : 
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No. 2.—An Ordinance to amend the Frontier Police Ordinance, 
1890. 

No. 3.—An Ordinance to regulate the importation into and the 
Storage and Disposal of Firearms, Ammunition, and Gunpowder in 
the Colony of Sierra Leone. 

No. 4.—An Ordinance to further amend “'The Supreme Court 
Ordinance, 1881.” 

No. 5.—An Ordinance to repeal an Ordinance intituled ‘#An 
“ Ordinance to amend ‘The Stamp Duty Ordinance, 1884.” 

No. 6.---A. Ordinance to legalise certain payments made in the 
year 1891 beyond the expenditure authorised by law. 

No. 7.—An Ordinance to further amend “The Sierra Leone 
Sanitary Ordinance, 1879.” 

No. 8.—An Ordinance to regulate the law relating to Bills of 
Exchange, Cheques, and Promissory Notes. 

No. 9.—An Ordinance to provide for the discipline of Members 
of the Frontier Police Force of the Colony of Sierra Leone while 
receiving instruction in the United Kingdom. 

No. 10.—An Ordinance to amend the Firearms, Ammunition, 
and Gunpowder Ordinance, 1892 (No. 3). 

No. 11.— An Ordinance to repeal Section IV. of “ Sierra Leone 
Sanitary Ordinance, 1879,” and make other provisions in lieu 
thereof. 

No. 12.—An Ordinance to repeal Section I. of “Th» Sierra 
Leone Sanitary Amendment Ordinance, 1884” (No. [3 of 1884), 
and make other provision in lieu thereof. 

No. 13.—An Ordinance to regulate the dispensing and sale of 
Drugs and Poisons in the Colony. 

No. 14.—An Ordinance to provide for the service of the Colony 
of Sierra Leone for the year 1893. 


9.—CouNCILS AND ASSEMBLIES. 
Executive Councii. 


Lieutenant-Colonel A. Saunders and Colonel A. B. Ellis, of the 
West India Regiment, respectively became members on assuming 
command of the troops in the Colony, at different periods, 

Dr. D. P. Ross, C.M.G., Colonial Surgeon, was appointed an 
additional Member of Council, and took the oaths of office on 2nd 
March. 

Mr. A. Sharocd as Acting Chief Justice, Mr. 8. M. Bennett 
as Acting Colonial Treasurer, and Mr. J. B. Walker as Acting 
Queen’s Advocate, also beceme Members on appointment to their 
respective offices. 

Mr. S. Lewis, Barrister-at-Law, unofficial Member of the 
Legislative Council, was appointed an extraordinary Member for a 
short time. 
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Legislative Council. 


The Members of the Executive Council being also Members of 
the Legislative Council, the foregoing changes apply equally to 
this Board. Mr. D. Jarrett was provisionally appointed an 
unofficial Member on 25th June. Mr. J. B. Walker, on ceasing to 
act as Queen’s Advocate on the return of Mr. J. A. M’Carthy 
from leave, was on 22nd September appointed an extraordinary 
Member of the Council, in order to continue his charge of the 
Municipality Bill. 


Mr. 8. Boyle was ill the whole of the year, and Mr. T. J 
Sawyerr was absent on leave from March to the end of the year. 


Board of Education. 


The changes among Members of the Executive Council apply 
to this Board also. 


The Reverend Metcalf Sunter, M.A., Inspector of Schools, died 
at Lagos on 15th December 1892. The deceased arrived in the 
Colony at the close of the year 1870 as principal of the Fourah 
Bay College, in which capacity he continued till December 1882, 
when he resigned to accept the appointment of Inspector of 
Schools for the West African Colonies. He was sometime Acting 
Colonial Chaplain. 


During the absence on leave to England of MReverends 
D. Moore and W. Vivian, unofficial Members, the Reverends 
E. Leversuch and D. T. James were appointed to be acting 
Members in their stead respectively. 


10.—Civin EsTABLISHMENT.. 


Governor and Legislature. 


Major J. J. Crooks, Colonial Secretary, administered the 
Government until 21st January, when he proceeded to England 
after two years’ residential service. Sir William H. Quayle 
Jones, Chief Justice, administered the Government from 
21st January to 16th May, when Sir Francis Fleming, K.C.M.G., 
the newly appointed Governor and Commander-in-Chief, arrived 
in the Colony and assumed the administration of the Government, 
Captain C. H. Donovan, Army Service Corps, performed the 
duties of aide-de-camp from 21st January to 15th May, and 
Mr. E. J. Vavasour, that of Private Secretary from 16th May to 
end of the year. 

Mr. J. W. Lewis, clerk of Legislative Council, was on leave of 
absence from 24th July to 23rd October, and Mr. T. Taylor 
acted for him. 
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healers Colonial Secretariat. 
4EOND, 
Jobeaes Major J. J. Crooks, Colonial Secretary, was on leave of 


5 enn ny 


absence from 21st January to 8th October, and during his absence 
Mr. C. B. Mitford, Colonial Treasurer, acted as Colonial 
Secretary, 


Colonial Treasury. 


Mr. ©. B. Mitford, the Colonial Treasurer, was on leave of 
absence from 8th October, and during his absence Mr. S. M. 
Bennett, Assistant Colonial Treasurer, acted as Colonial 
Treasurer. 


Customs Department. 


Mr. E. Faulkner, Assistant Colonial Secretary, acted as 
Collector of Customs until the return from leave of absence, 28th 
June, of Mr. Elliott, the Collector. 


Legal Departments. 


The Chief Justice, Sir W. H. Quayle Jones, administered the 
Government from 21st January to 15th May, and was on leave 
of absence from 23rd July to the end of the year. 

Mr. A. Sharood arrived in the Colony 6th January, and 
assumed the duties of his office as Master of Supreme Court and 
Registrar General. He performed the duties of Deputy Judge 
from February to August and those of Chief Justice from the 
latter date to the end of the year. 

Mr. W A. Valantin, Clerk to Chief Justice, acted as Master 
of Supreme Court from lst to 5th January and 4th February to 
31st December. 

Mr. J. A. M’Carthy, Queen’s Advocate, acted as Registrar 
General, lst to 5th January and 30th January to 16th May. He 
was on leave of absence from 6th June to 20th September. 

Mr. J. B. Walker, Police Magistrate, acted as Queen’s 
Advocate from 7th June to 19th September. 

Mr. W. M. Huggins, Manager of the Eastern District, acted as 
Police Magistrate and Coroner for the police district of Freetown, 
lst January to 29th March. Mr. J. B. Walker returned from 
leave of absence 30th March. 

Mr. A. Sharood, Master of Supreme Court, acted as Police 
Magistrate, 7th June to 4th August. 

Lieutenant-Colonel A. Saunders, the West India Regiment, 
acted as Police Magistrate from 5th August to 29th September. 


Police. 


Major A. McDonnell Moore, Inspector General of Police, left 
the Colony 6th September on appointment as Inspector General 
of Police, Mauritius. 
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Captain E. A. W. Lendy, D.S.O., an Inspector of Police, was 
appointed Inspector General 8th December, vice Major Moore. 

Mr. S. E. Johns arrived in the Colony 18th January, on 
appointment as Inspector of Police, and returned to England 
26th December. 


Prisons Department. 


Mr. F. J. Mizon, Keeper of the Gaol, died on 6th February 
from influenza and hyperpyrexia after a very short illness. He 
had served only three months in the Colony. 


Medical Department. 


Dr. D. P. Ross, C.M.G., the Colonial Surgeon, was on leave of 
absence to 23rd February, and during his absence Dr. W. Renner, 
Assistant Colonial Surgeon, acted as Colonial Surgeon. 

Dr. W. Renner was absent on leave from 16th June to 15th 
December. 

Dr. J. N. Paris acted as an Assistant Colonial Surgeon during the 
absence on leave of Drs. Ross and Renner respectively. 


Ecclesiastical Department. 


Reverend J. E. Taylor, Assistant Colonial Chaplain, died of 
influenza and double pneumonia at Freetown on 11th February, 
after a service of six years. Reverend §, Spain, B.A., was 
appointed Acting Assistant Colonial Chaplain on 19th F ebruary, 
vice Reverend J. E. Taylor, deceased, and was on the 30th March 
appointed Colonial Chaplain by the Right Honourable the 
Secretary of State. 


11.—PEnsIons. 


The following table shows the amounts paid on account of 
pensions and other retiring allowances during the past five 
years :-— 


Year. Paid in England. | Paid in the Colony. Total. 
— 
£ £ £ 
1888 = . . 1,832 669 2,501 
1889 - i - 1,940 1,164 3,104 
1890 ° - - 1,743 1,269 3,012 
1891 - - - 1,563 1,491 3,054 
1892 - - - 1,633 1,352 2,985 


a aN a SS a ART a a SE Od 


Seven names were added to the pension list in 1892 
amount 62/. 11s. 5d., and gratuities sanctioned, chiefly to Police 
Constables, amounting to 66/.. 
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The list was reduced by the death of the following persons 
receiving the amount specified against their names :— 


s. 
Mrs. Smyth (Widow of Colonial Secretary) - in 0 
M. V. D. Stuart (Collector of Customs) - - 180 0 
W. S. Davies (Warehouseman, Customs) - - 22 10 
W. L. Dawson (Dispenser, Medical Department) - 9 4 
S. J. Thomas (Under Gaoler) = - - - 52 0 


A. O. Walker (Overseer of Labourers, &c., Sherbro) 5 0 


Mrs. Smyth was in receipt of pension for 32 years, and Mr. 
Stuart nine months only. 


12.— ForEIGN CONSULS. 


France and the United States of America were represented by 
Consuls from their respective Governments. 


Denmark, Germany, Greece, Italy, Liberia, Netherlands, 
Portugal, Spain, Swedenand Norway, were represented by Trading 
Consular Officers. 


13.—POPULATION AND ViTaL STATISTICS. 


A census was taken on 5th April 1891 in such parts of the 
Colony in which it was found practicable to do so, and the area 
was the same as that of 1881. The results have been published in 
a special report. 


The following comparative statement shows the population in 
1871, 1881, and 1891 :— 


White. Black. Total. 
Lo. eS 
Male. | Female, Male. | Female. | Total. Male. | Female. | Total. 
1871 - 76 $1 18,455 18,527 36,982 18,531 18,558 37,039 
1881 - 237 34 80,964 29,511 60,475 31,202 29,345 60,5446 
1S9L - 191 83 89,684 34,927 74,611 39,875 84,960 74,835 
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In the census returns for 1891 the various occupations of the 
inhabitants were distinguished as follows :— 


Occupation. | Male. | Female. | Total. 
Government employés - - - 1,160 16 1,176 
Ministers of religion, members of legal 
and medical professions - - 112 2 114 
Merchants, traders and their clerks = - 2,090 9,941 12,031 
Farmers, farm labourers and market 
people - - -- ~ 10,445 6,351 16,796 
Grumettas, labourers and house servants 4,910 836 5,746 
Fishermen and seamen - - - 3,326 — 3,326 
Mechanics, butchers, bakers, &c. - 3,614 13 3,627 
Miscellaneous - “ - - 1,640 B.D07 5,197 
Transient traders and strangers - 1,020 599 1,619 
School children - - - 7,125 6,944 14,069 
Infants - : : “ 2,235 2,323 4,558 
No occupation - - - - 2,198 4,378 6,576 
Total - - 39,875 34,960 74,835 


The races were divided into white and black. The nation- 
alities of the white population are given in the following table :— 


Nationality. | Male. | Female. | Total. 
English - - = - 106 14 120 
Welsh - - > - - 4 Mets 4 
Scotch - - - - - 7 4 ll 
Trish - - - . = 22 9 31 
American - - - : 5 2 7 
French - - - a 24 2 26 
German - - - - 2 = 9 
Italian - - - . - 5 2 7 
Swiss - - - - - 6 ee 6 
Portuguese = - - : ‘ 2 oes 2 
Swedish - - = ; 1 — 1 
Norwegian - - ‘ : 2 — 2 
Greek - - r - : 2 sees 2 
Spaniard ° x 4 a 1 one: 1 
Canadian - - . < 1 — 1 
Maltese - - = - 1 — 1 

Pity. «la z 191 83 224 


SIERRA 
Bronx, 
1892, 


eed 


305 


306 


Srperea 
LEONE. 
1892. 

* 


16 COLONIAL REPORTS. —ANNUAL. 


The nationalities of the black inhabitants will be found fully 
classified in the under-mentioned return :— 


Nationality. | Male. | Female. | Total. 
Bo ERE fa ED aba ie Me ST” 2 Sa LE SL en ae ee 
Liberated Africans and their descendants 15,002 18,210 33,212 
Natives, i.e., children of strange tribes 
born in Sierra Leone - - 3,618 Se 6,729 
Mandingoes’ - - - - 1,094 815 1,409 
Timanees - - - - 4,323 9,751 7,074 
Joloffs - - - - - 75 87°. 162 
Baggas - - - - - 382 201 583 
Mendis - - - - - 4,690 8,403 8,093 
Sherbros - - - - 3,824 3,046 6,870 
Gallinas - - - - 561 497 1,058 
Limbas - - - - 800 283 1,083 
Soosoos - - - - 1,554 1,224 2,778 
Fulahs - - - - “ 220 150 872 
Loccos - . - - - 483 264 747 
Serrakulies - - - - 87 47 134 
Bulloms - - ~ - 118 102 220 
Kroomen - - - - 1,088 23 1,327 
West Indians - - - - 727 136 863 
Miscellaneous, z.e., any tribe not herein 
detailed 2 : - A 1,036 861 1,897 
Total - - - 39,684 84,927 74,611 


From the vital statistics furnished by the various district 
registrars, the total number of births and deaths registered during 
the past five years was as follows :— 


re a 


Year. | Births. Deaths. 

1888 n . ‘ = | 1,358 1,248 

1889 : “ . F 1,250 1,363 

1890 . ‘ é Z 1,249 | 1,531 

1891 2 2 ‘ 3 1,328 1,368 

1892 - - - - 1,210 1,413 
| 


The excess (203) of registered deaths over births is principally 
‘1 Freetown. The Colonial Surgeon is unable to account for this 
excess beyond stating that it may be due to quackery and 
country medicine, judging from the large number (577) of 
uncertified deaths. 

The insanitary domestic arrangements of Freetown no doubt 


contribute to the death-rate, and the registration system, so far as 
births are concerned, is, on account of local circumstances, 
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defective. In the earlier years of Sierra Leone the colonists 


underwent great privations, which, 


according to medical reports,. 


would be sufficient to cause disease even in the present day. It 
is said that the native, after adopting European habits and 
clothing, becomes more liable to disease and early death than 
while he remained in his original state. 


The total number of marriages celebrated in the Colony by the 
different Christian denominations in 1892 was 325. 


14.—EccLESIASTICAL. 


The various Uhristian sects, the number of their places of 
worship and their adherents in Sierra Leone are shown in the 


following return :— 


; ee 


Denomination. 


Ciurch of England - - 
Roman Catholic - - 
Wesleyan - - = 
Free Church Methodist 


American or Maroon Methodist 


African M. I. Church of America - 


Awerican Mendi Mission or United 


Brethren in Christ - 
Huntingdonian = - - 
Baptist = - - - 


Total - 


Places of Worship. 


a 


57 


Members 
generally attending. 


A 


Returns incomplete,, 
only 25,290 shown.. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


= 


The Census Returns for 1891 showed that the number of persons 
professing Christianity was 41,361. 


The Church of England is the only one receiving State aid. 
All the others are either self-supporting or aided by missionary 
societies. Only the Bishop of the Anglican Church, the Roman 
Catholic priests, and the superintendents of the Wesleyan and the 
Free Church Methodists are European ; all the other ministers of 


religion are Africans. 


I 78980. 


SreRRA 
LEONE. 
1892. 


307 


308 


18 COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 
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The number of schvols examined, the number of pupils on the 
rolls, and the amount of Government grants awarded in the last 
five years were as follows :— 


a eee a 


Number of Pupils. 
ae Number of Government: 
: Schools. Grants. 
Boys. Girls. | Total. 
£ 
1888 - 67 4,338 4,205 8,543 762: 
1889 - 77 4,728 4,499 9,222 806. 
1890 - 73 4,662 4,279 8,941 891 
180?) .»-- 7) 4,581 4,237 8,818 812 
1892 - 72 4,382 4,144 8,526 711 


The Inspector of Schools in his report for 1892 says :—*« This. 
“ year’s figures, as compared with last year’s, show a decrease of 
“ 292. This may, in some degree, be accounted for by the 
‘« increase of “ Adventure Schools,” many of which have attained 
“ fairly considerable proportions and seem, some of them, to be 
“ inclined to ask for Government aid; at any rate, these seem tu 
“ have drawn many from the Elementary Schools,” 


The Inspector points out that the felt want of the Colony is 
industrial teaching, 


There are six high schools in Freetown, three for boys and. 
three for girls, with a total attendance during the year under 
review of 308 boys and 192 girls, 


Fourah Bay Coilege, on the outskirts of Freetown, belongs to 
and is supported by the Church Missionary Society, and by being 
affiliated to the University of Durham, its students are eligible 
to take degrees in arts, theology, &c. . 


Two weekly newspapers were published in Freetown, and a, 
fortnightly one at Sherbro. 


16.—Lyports anp Exports.. 


The under-mentioned tables give the total value and the 
direction of the trade of the Colony and the Customs duty 
realised during the last five years. 
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Imports. Simrra 
ie LEoNx. 
Value of Imports from 1992, 
Year. Total Customs 
United British Foreign Value. Duty. 
Kingdom. | Colonies. | Countries. 
£ £ £ £ £ 
1888 . - - “ 190,529 1,211 58,407 250,147 43,742 
1889 . . - 210,800 1,110 65,871 277,781 49,084 
1890 - ° * - 295,012 1,627 93,269 389,908 53,810 
1891 - - - - 345,031 2,145 106,202 458,378 69,999 
1892 - - - + 332,198 4,814 76,105 418,117 69,406 


The total value of imports for the year was 413,1171., of these, 
302,062/. were entered for home consumption and 111,055/. 
warehoused. 

The vaiue of imports from the United Kingdom was 332,1981., 
or four-fifths of the whole. 

The decrease of 594/. in Customs duty on goods imported, as 
compared with the previous year, is due to the passing of the 
Firearms, Ammunition, and Gunpowder Ordinance on 26th March 
and to Quarantine restrictions. The principal articles imported 
were cotton goods, spirits, haberdashery, tobacco, and hardware. 


Exports. 


Value of Exports to 


Year. Total 
United British Foreign Value. 
Kingdom. Colonies. Countries. 
Hn 
£ £ £ £ 

1888 te 2 - : - | 166,569 17,651 154,823 $39,043 
1889 - - - . - 181,077 28,992 164,650 $19,719 
1890 - - - . < 147,436 21,043 180,840 $49,319 
1891 . - - - = 218,294 32,177 227,185 477,656 
1892, - a ° - . 195,298 35,245 189,908 420,451 


The total value of African produce exported during the year was 
304,406/., and that of European goods withdrawn from the ware- 
house was 116,0451. 

The decrease in the exports of 1892, as compared with the year 
1891, is due to less produce being landed in Freetown through the 
compulsory diversion of trade from the Colony to foreign neighbour- 
ing places, from whence it is shipped direct to Europe. 

The “Human Leopard” scare in the Imperi country possibiy 
might have affected the palin kernel and oil industry. 

The chief exports were palm kernels, rubber, kola nuts, palm 
oil, gum, ginger, rice, and hides, 
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17.—SHIPPING. 


The total number and tonnage of vessels entered and cleared 
for the last tive years were :— 


Entered. Cleared. Total. 
aa. No. of No. of No. of 

Vessels. | TOMMABE: | Vessel, | Tonnage. | voscols, | Tonnage. 
1888 - . - 702 255,830 703 262,351 1,405: 617,681 
1889 - - . - 724 291,239 726 297,982 1,450 589,171 
1890 - - - - 868 842,591 854 336,918: 1,722 679,509 
1891 - - - - 899 | 425,853 870 416,670. 1,769 842,523 
1892 - - : - 767 398,146 771 402,549 1,538 800,695 


The falling off in shipping for 1892,as compared with the year 
1891, is due to fewer vessels calling at Freetown fur coals. Only 
two steamers of the “ Prince” line entered the port during the 
year. In 1891 there were 24. The Quarantine restrictions were in 
force from 2nd September to 30th November; 43 steamers were 
placed in Quarantine during the year and 15 persons were 
detained in the Lazaretto. 

The first commercial or cargo steamer which cailed at this port 
was in 1852, and shortly after two steamers called monthly from 
England. Now six steamers sail from Liverpool every month for 
West Africa, besides others from Bordeaux, Hamburg, Havre, 
Lisbon, and Marseilles, 


18.— AGRICULTURE. 


There has been no marked improvement under this head, and no 
land was purchased during the year, 


A scheme, however, for the establishment of an Agricultural 
College which had been drawn up by Mr.G. F. Scott Elliot, who 
acted as botanist to the Boundary Commission, was laid before 
the Board of Education and the Legislative Council respectively 
in the early part of this year, and it was urged that if the 
finances of the Colony were sufficiently encouraging the sum of 
380/. necessary to carry out the work for the first year should be 
duly provided in the estimates for 1894. 


The site suggested lies on the hillside between Hastings and 
Charlotte. 


There is no doubt that with time and patience, the land of the 
country could be made to yield very valuable products. Hitherto 
commerce has been the only means whereby any real effort has 
been made to enrich the Colony. 
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19.—MANUFACTURES,. MINES, AND FACTORIES.. 
None under this head.. : 


20.—G:AOLS AND PRISONERS.. 


The following table gives the number of prisoners committed to 
and received in the prisons of the Colony during the past five 
years — 


Year. | Male. | Female. | Juveniles. | Total. 
1888 - - 842 75: 8 925 
1889 - . 1,073 64 4 1,141 
1890 - - 745 52: = 797 
1891 - 806 59° _ 865 
1893 - 706 37 9 : 752 


21.—CRIMINAL STATISTICS, 


The following return shows the number of offences, apprehen- 
sions, convictions,.and acquittals for the last five years :— 


Sie LN seamoted hc Se aay t Ost a Renter 

| iia appeeliendnds Convictions. Teenie tii 

1888 - = 1,995. 2,327 1,318 66 226* 
1889 - = 2,158 2,487 1,409: 66 310* 
1890 - = 1,753 1,973 920 63. 345* 
1991 =. - 1,914 2,095 1,054 54 355% 
1893 - = - 1,695 1,945 928 62: 433* 


*Exelusive of cases that fell through for want of prosecution. 


The Queen’s Advocate, in his report on the Criminal Statistics 
Returns of 1892, says :— 

“ The returns for the year show a general diminution of crime in 
the Colony. 

“The number of ‘ offences reported’ is the lowest number for 
the past three years and may be due either to the viyilance or 
laxity of the police.” 

Duringthe year eight persons were indicted for murder ;.of these 
four were convicted of the capital offence, one of manslaughter and 
three acquitted.. The extreme penaity of the law was not carned 
out in respect of one of the offenders, whose sentence was commuted 
by the Governor-in-Council to life imprisonment.. 
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22.—HospITALs. 


The total number of persons admitted into the various hospitals 
and the number of deaths for the past five years were as 
under :— 


Year. Admissions. Deaths. 


1888 - - - : 701 103 
1889 - > ° - 702 135 
1890 - - - - 942 169 
1891 - - = - 946 147 
1892 - - - - 1,188 164 


The Colonial Surgeon in his annual report for 1892 states 
“The public health of the Colony was fairly satisfactory during 
«¢ the year, especially among the European residents, and it is to be 
* remarked that the number of resident European women in Free- 
“ town this year far exceeded that of previous years. The usual 
“ malarial fevers prevailed and bowel complaints were common. 
“ Very few cases of small-pox occurred (only 20).” 

The 12 deaths registered among the Europeans are explained as 
follows :-— 

4 cases landed for burial from steamers in transit. 

6  , Climatic fever, including three from the military. 

1 ,, influenza. 

1 ,, from effects of intemperance. 

During the last half of the year, 43 cases of chicken-pox and 
64 cases of Beri Beri appeared in the Gaol Hospital, Freetown, 
two cases of the latter proving fatal. 


23.—Lunatic ASYLUM, 


The following comparative table gives the total admissions, 
discharges and deaths for the last five years :— 


Deaths. 


Year. | Admissions. | Discharges. 
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There is only one asylum in the Colony, and it receives lunatics 
from the Colonies of Gambia and Lagos as well. The building 
is situated at Kissy, about three miles from Freetown. The 
Medical Officer in his report for the year states that “ the inmates 
“ continue to enjoy themselves as hitherto, some find pleasure in 
“ gardening, some in singing and composing songs, some in 
“ drawing caricatures on the gravel, others in carrying on lively 
“ and incessant conversations and arguments.” 

There were 86 inmates in the asylum at the end of the year. 


24.— CHARITABLE. INSTITUTIONS. 


Besides the Government hospitals and asylum there are no 
almshouses or private charitable institutions in the Colony, 
excepting the Princess Christian Hospital, founded at the instance 
of Bishop Ingham and his wife, which is situated in Fourah Bay 
Road, on the grounds of Bishopscourt. Dr. Jackson is the sole 
medical officer in charge, assisted by three trained resident European 
nurses, and the hospital is under the management of a committee. 

The Colonial Government votes 400/ annually towards the 
relief of the poor generally and the grant is distributed monthly 
by the Charity Commissioners. 


25.—SaAvines BANK.. 


The Treasury Savings Bank was established in January 1882. 
The number of depositors at the end of that year was 44. That 
its safety and convenience are much appreciated by the people 
is evident from the following table, which gives the number of 
depositors and amount due to them in the past five years :— 


Year. No. of Depositors. OE. 
£ 
1888: “ - - - 697 11,929 
1889 - . - - 904 14,179 
1890 - - - - 1,120 16,485 
1891 - - = - 1,460 22,590 
1892 = - - - 1,729 26,817 


Deposits are received from ls. upwards, but no individual is 
allowed to deposit more than 130/. to his own account within a 
vear, nor to have more than 500l., exclusive of interest, in the. 
bank.. 
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The rate of interest is 24 per cent. per annum, and the funus 
of the bank are invested in Government security. 
A branch was opened at Bonthe, Sherbro’, in J uly 1892. 


296.—GoVERNMENT HOovusES. 


Government House, Fort Thornton, Freetown, the residence 
of the Governor, is not in that condition in which it ‘should be, 
but in all probability it may be required for military purposes 
ere long, and then it will be a favourable opportunity for erecting 
a suitable building. 

Government House at Cape Sierra Leone, the Governor’s 
sanitarium, is in a fair state of repair, but insufficiently furnished. 

Heddle’s Cottage, a sanitarium for officials on the hills near the 


city, is also in a fair state of repair. 


27.—RarLtways, CANALS, Roaps, &c. 
There are no railways or inland telegraphs in the Colony. The 
roads are bad, but stéps will be taken to remedy |this on the 
establishment of a municipality. 


28.—Post AND TELEGRAPH STATISTICS. 


The total amount of postal matter which passed through the 
Postal Department during the past five years is shown below. 
Year Number of Letters, Post Cards, 
: Parcels, &c. received and sent. 


ee SSeS 


1888 - - *. ~ 210,581 
1889 - - - - 213,041 
1890 - - - - 234,871 
1891 - - - . 274,117 
1892 - - 2 . 302,228 


SE Ey ra i a al cee 
The following table shows the value of money orders received 

in and sent from the Post Office for the last five years :-— 

5 ae nae Fae ee EE OS 5S Die ae BO Na — eee 


Year. Received. | Sent. | Total. 
re nnn nee aa NEENSNIGET SEEEEERIENEN IRN 
£ 
1888 is “ - 11,296 
1889 - ~ 10,117 
1890 - - - 9,617 
1891 - - - 12,415 
1899 - - 7,779 
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GENERAL REMARKS. 


The general condition of the Coleny may be regarded as 
satisfactory. 

The people are progressive, loyal and contented. The treaty 
Chiefs continue to be on friendly terms with the Government. 


Extension of Colony. 


Thirty years ago the Colony consisted of the peninsula only, 
with an area of 800 square miles. In 1862, British Kwaia and 
Sherbro, were added ; in 1879, further territory in the Skarcies 
River was acquired, and in 1882 the seaboard as far as the Mannah 
River was annexed, so that the area of the Colony is now about 
4,000 square miles. The Frontier Police keep watch within the 
British sphere of influence as far as Falaba, in the Soolimah country, 
some 200 miles N.E. of the peninsula. 


Trade, 


Statements are made from time to time that the trade of the 
Colony is diminishing, but these are not borne out by the Customs 
Returns. The amounts for 1892, it is true, fell short of those of 
the previous year, but 1891 was an exceptionally good year for 
Customs revenue, due in a great measure to the large importation 
of firearms and ammunition. 

The fact is, the trade of Sierra Leone is not as it used to be, 
Much of the trade has fallen into the hands of natives and 
fortunes are far more hardly earned now than formerly. 

The climate will always be a bar to extensive European 
enterprise, if it is to be conducted under European superintendence. 
Native traders hold their own, and they are not likely to suffer by 
the advent of the white man, as in other countries. 


Chamber of Commerce. 


A Chamber of Commerce for Sierra Leone, which, if properly 
managed, should be a useful medium between the Governor and 
the governed, was established in Freetown in June. 


Monrovia. 


In pursuance of instructions, the Administrator proceeded to 
Monrovia in the colonial steamer “ Countess of Derby,” on 1st 
January, accompanied by the Honourable J. A. M’Carthy, Queen’s 
Advocate, to convey to the new President of the Republic of 
Liberia the congratulations of Her Majesty’s Government upon 
his inauguration. The President expressed his great pleasure at 
this complimentary mission as a further proof of the deep interest 
taken by Her Majesty’s Government and of its sympathy with 
the Republic. The Administrator and his suite were most cordial]; 
received and entertained in Liberia’s capital, and I have every 
reason to believe that the visit will have a good effect in bringing 
the Republic into closer union with this Colony. 

I 78980. 
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Chief Justice Knighted. 


Her Majesty was graciously pleased to confer upon the Chief 
Justice, Mr. W. H. Quayle Jones, the dignity of a Knight 
Bachelor. The intelligence was received here with much 
satisfaction by the officers of the Government, the members of the 
Bar, and the public generally. 

Sir W. H. Quayle Jones is the first West African Judge who 
has been the recipient of such high honcur whilst in office. 


Expedition to Tambi. 


West Africa is seldom free from intertribal wars, and the Colony 
of Sierra Leone may be said to have had its own share in “ little 
wars ” during the past decade. 

In April 1891, in consequence of disquieting rumours which 
reached the Government with regard to affairs in the Upper Sandah 
district, the Inspector General of Police was ordered to make a 
demonstration with the Frontier Police Force in that country, but 
not to resort to arms, excepting it was absolutely necessary. 

In May the Inspector General of Police sent in a report that in 
attempting to visit Tambi stockade, belonging to the allies of one 
Carimoo, a notorious freebooter, the police were fired at by war- 
boys and one constable killed and two officers and three constables 
wounded. It was then decided that as soon as possible after the 
cessation of the rains, a sufficient force should be sent to disperse 
the warboys. On 14th March 1892 a force of police, consisting 
of four officers and 150 men were despatched, under Major Moore, 
Inspector General, ona punitive expedition to Tambi. The police 
endeavoured to take Tambi by assault, but failed to do so and had 
to retire. In the attack Captain W. H. Robinson, R.E., and one 
constable were killed, and four officers and 21 police were wounded. 

It was determined forthwith to despatch a military expedition 
to Tambi, and a force consisting of 25 officers and 518 non- 
commissioned officers and men, under Colonel A. B. Ellis, left 
Freetown on 30th March. They were joined by four officers and 
126 non-commissioned officers and men of Frontier Police and 
about 380 Native Contingent. 

On 7th April, Tambi, which was defended by a strong stockade, 
outside which, at distances of about 12 and 30 feet respectively, 
were two war fences, was attacked at about 10 am. and was 
carried by 11.30 a.m. 

The casualties were, Native Contingent, 5 killed and 32 
wounded, Royal Engineers 1, and West India Regiment 8 men 
wounded. It was difficult to estimate the loss of the enemy. 

‘The force started on the return journey on 8th April, and 
arrived in Freetown 15th April. 


Imperi District. 

The barbarous and inhuman custom of Cannibalism, under the 
guise of what is commonly called “ Tongo Play,” has considerably 
diminished in the Imperi District. 
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Colonial Steamer. 


The colonial steamer “ Countess of Derby ” left Freetown for 
England on 9th May to undergo extensive repairs, and returned 
10th October. The cost of repairs was 4,000/, defrayed by the 
Colony. 


Rainfall. 


The rainfall for the year, as taken at the Colonial Hospital, 
Freetown, was 145°78 inches, as against 133°61 in 1891. 


A new Gaol. 


The question of the erection of a new gaol for Freetown has 
been under consideration for some years, but owing to the financial 
condition of the Colony it has been impossible to take any steps in 
that direction, When the new prison is built the separate system 
will be introduced, in order to render punishment more effective. 

The erection of a gaol at any distance from Freetown would 
cause much inconvenience. It has been decided to enlarge the 
present gaol buildings, and it is hoped that the necessary work 
will be commenced at the cessation of the rains or early next 
year. 


Fire at Kissy Road. 


A fire occurred at Kissy Road on the night of the 16th August, 
by which property amounting to over 1,300/. was destroyed. 


The Strike of Labourers. 


The first systematic strike in the history of the Colony of ‘the 
labouring classes took place in the month of November. The cause 
arose from the Royal Engineer Department informing the 
labourers who were employed in the Fortification Works that 
only 9d. a day would be paid instead of 1s, This reduction was a 
disappointment to the men and they proceeded to intimidate 
labourers employed in mercantile firms. About 800 men 
having riotously assembled in the streets it became necessary for 
the Government to take measures for preventing intimidation 
and breaches of the peace. Certain provisions of the Public Order 
Ordinance No. 4 of 1888 were accordingly put into force and 
about 200 special constables sworn in. ‘These precautions had the 
desired effect. 


Drainage of Freetown. 


Sanitary improvement of Freetown being of great interest to 
the community in general, it has been a subject for consideration 
whether, so far as Freetown is concerned, the expense should 
be paid for out of funds raised for that purpose or out of 
the general revenue. It was decided that the inhabitants of 
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Freetown should be invited to establish a system of Municipal’ 
Government, so asto undertake the sanitary improvement of the 
place and follow the example of all civilised communities in taxing 
themselves to meet local necessities in the way of drainage, water 
supply, &. 

Uniform Postal Tariff. 

The adoption by the Colony of a uniform postal tariff for all 
destinations, whether within or without the Postal Union took effect 
from 1st October. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) J. J. CROOKS, 


Administrator. 
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No. 59. 
‘STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1891. 


(For Report for 1890, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 24.) 


Presentey to both Wouses of Parliament hy Command of Per SMlajesty. 


LONDON: 
PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE, 


BY EYRE AND SPOTTISWOODE, 
PRINTERS TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


And to be purchased, either directly or through any Rookseller from 


EYRE anp SPOTTISWOODE, Kast Harpine STREET, FLEET STREET, B.C., and 
32, ABINGDON STREET, WESTMINSTER, 8.W.; or 


JOHN MENZIES & Co., 12, HANOVER STREET, EDINBURGH, and 
90, WEST NILE STREET, GLASGOW; or 
HODGES, FIGGIS, & Co., LiMiTED, 104, GRarTon STREET, DuBLIY 


1893. 
[ C.—6857-9. | 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued and may be obtained for a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year. 
ate | Eee ae ioe ee ee nt ~ EDS PS ee. ee 
23 Grenada - sf - = si - 1890 
24 Straits Settlements - . - a % 
25 British Guiana - - % s = “4 
26 | St. Helena : . = : S rs 
27 | Mauritius - - : ~ . “ . 
28 Gambia - - a * 4 z 
29 | Hong Kong - “ - “ - Ss 
30 Ceylon . ~ 6 e x ~ 1889 
31 | Lagos ~ . - * - 
32 | Lagos - - - = 2 : 1890 
33 | Ceylon’ - - - ‘ - - A 
34 Newfoundland “ - _ : 2 re 
35 Jamaica - - - - - - | 1889-91 
36 Victoria - - - - - - 1890 
37 British New Guinea . - - - - | 1890-91 
38 St. Vincent 4 - = - 1891 
39 | Bermuda - - - - - - ir 
40 | Seychelles and Rodrigues - - - - | 1889 and 
1890 
41 Gambia - - - - - - 1891 
42 Barbados - - - s - rs 
43 Turks Islands - - - = - 
44 Bahamas - - - “ A <5 - 
45 | Fiji - ~ - - - - 1890 
46 | Seychelles - - - - 1891 
47 British Bechuanaland - - - - | 1890-92 
48 Malta, - - - - - - | 1890 and 
1891 
49 Gibraltar - - - - - * 1891 
50 | Falkland Islands - - - - - 
51 | Leeward Islands - : - - - . 
52 | Grenada - - - - - - - 
53 | St. Lucia - - - - - - “i 
54 | Labuan - - - - - - ee 
55 | British Guiana = - ~ . - - re 
56 Zululand - - - - “ - 
57 | Mauritius - - - : - < 
58 | Lagos ~ - - - - - 9 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 


2 Zululand - “ - | Forests. 
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STrRalItTs 
No. 59. SETTLEMENTS. 


1891. 
STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 


[For Report for 1890, see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 14.] 


Sir C. C. SmrrH to the Mareugss of Ripon. 


Government, House, Singapore. 
My Lorp, September 7, 1892. 
I HAVE the honour to forward copies of the report by the 
Colonial Secretary, in anticipation of the Blue Book of the Straits 
Settlements for the year 1891. 


I have, &c. 
The Most Hon. (Signed) Crow C. Smiru. 
The Marquess of Ripon, K.G. 
&e. &e. &e. 


Report on the Straits SETTLEMENTS Buusr Book for the 
Year 1891. 


Finance. 


1. The revenue of the Colony for the year 1891, amounting to 
$3,826,603, was less than that for 1890 by $442,523. The prin- 
cipal decreases were under licenses, $403,177; postal revenue, 
$29,206; revenue stamps, $44,062 ; miscellaneous receipts, $9,897. 
On the other hand there were increases under interest of 
$16,098 ; land revenue, $54,908. There was a decrease in 
premia of nearly $20,000, but a sale of land on the Teiok Ayer 
reclamation (the first since 1887) realised $67,594. Land rents 
also showed a satisfactory increase. There were outstanding on - 
[st January 1892 arrears of revenue amounting to $64,745 ; this 
sum includes a sum of $49,000 due under the head of licenses for 
the opium and spirit farms of Singapore and is recoverable. 

Although the revenue derived from the Excise Farms (licenses) 
shows such a large falling off, it may be stated that the rents were 
higher than for 1886 to 1888 ($2,292,600 per annum) while the 
farms have been let for the three years 1892-1894 at $2,364,000 
per annum, j 

I 73720. Wt. 10280. 


322 


STRAITS 
SETTLEMENTS. 
1891. 


4 COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUALs 


2. The expenditure for 1891 amounted to $4,598,978, and 
shows an increase, as compared with 1890, of $841,285. There 
were, however, considerable decreases under some heads in 1891, 
a3 compared with 1890, namely, under public works, $186,007 ; 
and and houses purchased, $14,702; police, $8,892. The prin- 
eipal increases were under salaries, education, steam launches, 
postal, interest, miscellaneous services, and special expenses. The 
payments in respect of the military contribution during the year, 
including arrears, amounted to $1,087,649. 


3. The assets and liabilities on the 3lst December 1891 showa 
balance in favour of assets of $1,302,153, as against $1,221,593 
on the 31st December 1890, being an increase of $80,560. The 
balance of $1,302,153 does not include the “Investments” given 
under the head of dependencies, amounting to $886,564, these 
being loans to the Native States and to the Malacca municipality, 
which are not at call, though they are of course ultimately recover- 
able. At the close of 1890, the balance of the public debt of the 
Colony amounted only to 5,800/., and since then the whole of the 
loan of 100,000/. raised under Ordinance No. 1 of 1877 has been. 
paid off and the Colony is free from debt. 


4. The following statement gives particulars of the assets and 
liabilities on the Ist January 1891 and 1892, including depen- 
dencies under assets of $886,564 :-— 


Assets. Liabilities. 
1st 1st Ist 1st 
—— January | January —- January | January 
1891. 1892. 1891. 1892. 
$ $ ks $ $ 
Cash on current account Balance in favour of the 
with local banks - 839,047 914,742 Crown Agents - - 7,205 _ 
Do. with Crown Agents - —- 120,356 | Debentureloan - - 81,636 — 
Investments, gold - - | 1,013,762 | 1,018,762 | Deposits, &c. - - 650,641 681,174 
Invested in vernment Temporary loan . = 745,185 
of India loans - - 350,000 796 | Expenditure in arrears - 685,728 184,561 
Loans to Native States. - 765,452 | 1,062,564 ood —_———_—_— 
Loans to municipalities - | 553,300 | 330,500 1,375,220 | 1,610,870 
Other investments - 188,459 242,258 
Miscellaneous advances, Net balance to the 
&e., : - - 60,371 49,869 credit of the Colony - | 2,508,709 | 2,188,717: 
Revenue in arrears -| 118,538 64,745 


Total - = | 8,883,929 | 3,799,587 Total « - | 3,883,929 | 3,799,587 


5. The course of exchange is shown in the following table : — 


—— 


November. 
December 


August 
September. 
October. 


al 

Bank Bills. | § | 
ga | 
i) i) 


March 
April 
May. 
June 
July 


LL 


s. djs. djs. djs. d.| &. al @ dj 8. a. 8s. djs. d.js. djs. d.ja. di 


On London :— 
Sterling, on 


demand, 
Highest -|3 64/3 43/3 34/3 22/3 8 $ 4/8 4/8 83/8 34/8 2213 23/3 38 


Lowest - |3 63/3 24/3 28/3 2/3 23/8 22/3 88|8 32/3 22/8 22/3 18/3 1% 


en Ss 
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The highest rate of exchange during the year was in January, 
viz., 3s. 64d., and the lowest rate of exchange during the year 
was in December, viz., 3s. 12d. 


6. ‘The total bank note circulation of the Colony on the 31st 
of December 1891 was $5,820,870. 
Pustic Works. 


7. The following are the principal works undertaken, carried 
on, or completed, in 1891 :— 


Principal Works. Estimated Cost. 

SINGAPORE. $ Cc. 
Drill Shed for Volunteer Artillery - - - - 12,000 00 
Telok Ayer reclamation - ~ - - - 300,000 00 
Beach Road reclamation - - - - - - 51,183 00 
Reconstruction of river walls = - ~ - - - 25,000 00 
New Johnstone’s pier - ° - - - - 24,000 00 

PENANG. 
New Government offices - - - - - 250,000 00 
Water supply to Bukit Mertajam - - - - 32,500 00 
New convalescent bungalow - - - - - 18,000 00 
Clerks’ quarters, Butterworth - - - - - 11,300 00 
Quarters for district officer and clerks, Nibong Tebal - - 12,000 00 
Court house, Bukit Tambun - - - - - 10,000 00 
Reconstruction of quarters, central police station - - 38,000 00 
New police administrative block - - - - 18,550 00 
Tanjong Tokong—Batu Feringgi Road - - - - 50,500 00 
Kubang Semang—Ara Rendang Road - - - - 35,600 00 
Maaooa. 
New Water Works - - - - - - 230,000 00 
Singapore. 


8. On account of the necessity for providing for the augmented 
military charges now chargeable to the Colony by a decision of 
the Imperial Government, no new works of importance could be 
undertaken in 1891, and several which had been ineluded in the 
estimates for the year had to be indefinitely postponed. Works 
which were in progress at the commencement of 1891, and which 
were referred to in the Annual Report for 1890, were completed, 
but beyond this little was done. The Telok Ayer reclamation 
was completed, but a small subsidence afterward occurred, which 
will necessitate alterations estimated to cost $22,000. 


Penang. 


9. The works executed at this Settlement were also, for the 
reason above given, confined in the main to such as had been 
commenced ; others had to be deferred or stopped. 
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10. The new Government offices were finally completed at a 
total cost of $228,639, on an estimate of $250,000. It has been 
found possible to provide in this building for the Post Office, 
which was not one of the departments intended to be accommo- 
dated there. The proposal to construct a new Post Office has 
therefore been abandoned. 


11. The Bukit Mertajam water supply was completed at the 
end of the year, and an unexpended balance of the money voted 
for this work is being applied in extending the service to the village 
of Sungei Rambai. The scheme has been successfully carried out, 
and the supply of drinking water is much appreciated by those 
who benefit from it. 


12. The new convalescent bungalow on Penang Hill is a 


- golid structure, built of granite quarried on the spot, and good 


progress was made with this building during the year. 


13. It was decided to postpone the commencement of the new 
Supreme Court at Penang, but the necessity of this work will no 
doubt be again considered when the funds at the command of the 
Colony permit of it. 


14. Other services had also to be postponed, including the new 
road to Batu Feringgi, giving access to the spice plantations at 
the north of the Island. 


15. In acccrdance with the recommendations of the police com- 
mission, the old quarters at the Central Station have been replaced 
by new and more extensive quarters, which include barracks for 
118 single men, and a two-storey barrack for married men. The 
administrative block was practically completed at the end of 1890, 
and when the barrack accommodation is finished the police re- 
quirements will lave been fully met. 

16. The Kubang Semang—Ara Rendang Road has been in 
progress since 1889, and should be completed in 1892, thus open- 
ing up a section of country in Province Wellesley which has 
hitherto been difficult of access. 


Malacea. 


17. The much needed water-works were commenced during the 
year, contracts being concluded for the construction of an impound- 
ing reservoir at Ayer Keroh and a service reservoir on St. Paul's 


Hill. 


General 


18. The following is alist of works and services which remained 
in abeyance owing to want of funds :— 
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Supreme Court, Singapore - - - 45,000 
Sailors’ Home = - - - 60,000 
Town Market - - . - 465,000 
Supreme Court Penang - - 150,000 
Sundry Works, Penang and Singapore - 75,000 
Roads, Streets, and Bridges - - 100,000 
Military Barracks (60,0001.) - - 400,000 
Revenue Survey - - - - 150,000 

Total - - - $1,015,000 


19. Without having recourse to’ a loan, it may be difficult to 
proceed with these works, nearly all of which have received the 
sanction of the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


MuNICIPALITIES. 


20. The following statement gives the actual revenue and 
expenditure, cash balances, and outstanding loans of the muni- 
cipalities of the three Settlements respectively for 1890 and 
1891 :— 


Municipalities. | . 1890. | 1891. 
REVENUE: £ | g 
Singapore - - - - 635,082 | @ 884,003 
Penang - - - - 237,940 6 364,888 
Malacca - - - - 25,245 c 24,486 
898,267 1,273,877 
EXPENDITURE: 
Singapore - - - 708,748 805,639 
Penang - - - 314,251 355,921 
Malacca ~ - - 23,244 23,280 
1,041,243 1,184,840 
Casn BALANCE AT CLOSE OF YEAR: 
Singapore - - 833,333 41),698 
Penang - - - 127,862 136,828 
Malacca - - - 2,001 8,206 
463,196 551,732, 
LOANS OUTSTANDING AT CLOSE OF YEAR : 
Singapore - - - 550,000 800,000 
Penang - - - 250,000 350,000 
Malacca - - - 23,500 23,000 
823,500 1,173,000 


a--Including balance of loan, $250,000. 


b— Do. 


do. 


$100,000. 


c— Including $3,000 grant-in-aid for drainage works. 
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21. Rates and taxes are levied by Government under powers 
conferred by section 274 of “The Municipal Ordinance, 1887,” 
in the districts outside the municipalities of Singapore, George 
Town and Malacca, and the following statement shows the 
amounts so collected and the account on which they have been 
expended :— 


Moneys levied. Amount expended on Roads and 


Bridges. 
B 8 
Singapore - . 4,081 Singapore « : 43,436 
Penang and P.W. - 62,769 Penang and P.W. - | 167,670 
Malacca - ~ 11,463 Malacca - - 89,014 
78,318 300,120 


Excess of Expenditure over Receipts. 


Singapore - : - - 39,355 
Penang and Province Wellesle - 104,901 
Malacca - - - - 77,551 

221,807 


The excess of expenditure is, of course, a charge upon the 
general revenue of the Colony, 


LEGISLATION. 


22. There were 16 meetings of the Legislative Council during 
the year, and 17 Ordinances were passed, in regard to none of 
which has Her Majesty the Queen exercised Her power of 
disallowance. 

The following are among the more important Ordinances 
passed :— 

An Ordinance to prohibit the importation of Foreign Coins. A 
large quantity of copper coins from North Borneo and Sarawak 
was being introduced into the Colony, and it was against this that 
the Ordinance was originally directed. Later on it became 
necessary to prohibit the importation of the subsidiary silver coins 
issued from the Chinese and Japanese Mints. 

An Ordinance to amend the Savings Bank Ordinance, 1879 
authorising the investment of the funds in Indian Government 
securities. 

sin Ordinance to regulate Chinese Labour on Agricultural 
Estates. 

An Ordinance to amend the Post Office Ordinance, 1879. 
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In order to remove doubts as to whether the Letters Patent of 
the 17th June 1885 conferred on the Legislative Council the 
power of legislating for aliens, new Letters Patent, dated the 30th 
December 1891, were issued, in which such power is expressly 
given. The point had been raised in the Supreme Court on an 
application for a writ of Habeas Corpus in connexion with a 
Banishment order made by the Governor in Council, but had not 
been settled by judicial decision. 


ReGistRY oF DEEDS AND REGISTRY OF BILLS OF SALE. 


23. The fees collected under “The Registration. of Deeds 
Ordinance, 1886,” amounted to $6,115, being a decrease of $1,382 
as compared with the receipts for 1890. The fees collected under 
“The Bills of Sale Ordinance, 1886,” amounted to $1,195, as 
against $1,509 for 1890. 

24. An Ordinance to amend “ The Registration of Deeds 
Ordinance, 1886,” was passed in 1891. The principal changes 
introduced by this enactment are :— 


(a.) An alteration in the form of the certificate of identity which 
renders it unnecessary for persons to attend at the 
Registry to acknowledge the execution of deeds when a 
solicitor is willing to make the necessary certificate of 
inquiry. 

(d.) Better provisions to enable the Registrar to refuse to 
register deeds not duly stamped, and deeds relating to 
land on which an arrear of land revenue is due to the 
Colony. 

(c.) Provision for the protection of registering officers, acting 
bond fide. 


PostaL DEPARTMENT. 


25. There was conspicuous increase in the business of this 
Department. In 1891, 2,315,590 articles were received, and 
2,507,810 despatched, as compared with 2,276,258 and 2,285,628 
respectively in 1890. There was, however, a decrease of 22,000 
coolie letters passing through the Chinese Sub-Post Office in 
Singapore. 

26. The revenue during the year was $119,768, being $29,206 
less than the receipts in 1890. This decrease was not unexpected 
and is only natural when it is remembered that during the year 
the two chief items of revenue were reduced by 40 per cent. 


27. The following reductions in postage have been made during 
the last two years :— 


(1.) On August Ist, 1890, the late fee was reduced from 12 cents 
to five cents, 

(2.) On January Ist, 1891, postage was generally reduced, 
namely, for the United Kingdom and the Western 
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Hemisphere from 10 cents, for the continent of Europe, 
Asia and Northern Africa from eights cents, for Australia 
from 12 cents, and for South Africa from 24 cents, to 
an uniform rate of five cents per 4 oz. 

(3.) In August, the postage on newspapers and printed papers 
for Australia and South Africa was materially reduced. 

(4.) In November, the prices of foreign post cards were 
reduced by 33 per cent. 


It is satisfactory to notice that, notwithstanding these reductions, 
the falling off in revenue amounted to less than 16 per cent. com- 
pared with the year before. 

28. The expenditure for 1891 amounted to $123,580, being 
$3,811 more than the revenue, and $12,872 more than the expen- 
diture for 1890. It may he noticed that this is the first time since 
this became a separate Colony that the Post Office has not paid 
its expenses. 

29. There was a very large increase in the operations of the 
Money Order Branch, the transactions amounting to $538,953 
an increase of $143,120 over the transactions of 1890. The 
Money Order service has been extended to the out-stations of 
Butterworth, Bukit Mertajam, Nibong Tebal, Balik Pulau and 
Bukit Tambun, i all of which places the business has exceeded 
expectations. 


Savines BANK. 


30. There was a satisfactory increase in the amount deposited 
during the year, which was $121,559, being $17,988 more than 
the sum withdrawn. The total sum at the credit of depositors 
on the 3lst December 1891 was $152,923, and the aggregate 
sum lodged in the bank since its establishment in 1887 was 
$907,266. 

31. Particulars of the business transacted by the branches in 
Singapore, Penang, and Malacca respectively are given in the 
following statement :— 


—- | Singapore. Penang. | Malacca. 
New accounts opened - - - 537 262 30 
Accounts closed - - - 380 94 26 
Accounts open at the end of the year - 794 216 39 
Deposited, in 1891 « “ - isos "97,282 4,822 
Repaid, in 1891 - - - - 73,797 25,432 4,340 
Balance due to depositors at close of 
1891 - - - - - 115,249 33,238 4,435 


ee 
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32. In February 1891 an Ordinance was passed which enabled 
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the funds of the bank to be invested in Indian Government S#TT=MENTS. 


securities and since thenthe sum of $28,117.18 has been invested 
in 4 per cent. rupee paper. 


EDUCATION. 


33. The Education Code was revised during the year, the revised 
Code being published in the Gazette of the 21st August, 1891. 

34. The principal changes are the addition of a 7th Standard 
to the Standards of Examination, thereby extending the period of 
the course of study of English from six to seven years; and the 
addition of alarge number of subjects to the list of extra subjects. 
The first examination under the revised Code will be held in 1892. 

35. One hundred and eiglty-nine (189) schools were inspected 
and 7,716 pupils examined during the year, as against 184 schools 
and 7,264 pupils in 1890. 

36. The expenditure on Education amounted to $174,510.78, 
as compared with an expenditure of $164,138.86 in 1890. 

37. Educational progress during the year is shown by the 
following table :— 


_— | 1890, | 1891. 
« 


Average enrolment at boys’ schools :— 


Government English schools - ~ 1,002 1,114 
Aided do. : = 2,854 3,016 
Government Malay schools - - 6,759 6,805 

Total - - = “ 10,615 10,935 


38. The average emolment in the Government and private 
Girls’ Schools in 1891 was 1,566. 


POPULATION. 


39. The population of the Colony, according to the Census 
taken on the 5th April 1891, as compared with the Census of 
1881, is as follows: — 


1881. 1891. 

Settlement. SS 
Males. | Females. | Total. Males. | Females.| Total. 
Singapore - - - -| 105,423 | 38,785 | 139,208 | 141,380]  48,224| 184,55 

Penang, Province Wellesley, 

and Dindings - - - 124,205 66,392 190,597 152,884 82,734 | 235,618 
Malacca - - - -| 52,059} 41,520] 98,597] 50,337] 41,8833] 92,17 
Total - . - | 281,687 | 141,697 | 423,384 | 344,551 | 167,791 | 512,842 


1891. 
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STRAITS Total population of the Colony, 1891, 512,342. 


SETTLEMENTS, : 

1891, Total increase since 1881 _ - - 88,958 or 21:0 per cent 

ee Increase in males since 1881 - 62,864 or 22°3,, 
Increase in females since 1881 - 26,094 or 184 °,, 

Singapore. 

Total increase since 1881 - - 45,346 or 32°5 per cent. 
Increase in males since 1881 - 35,907 or 34:0 ___,, 
Increase in females since 1881 - 9,439 or 27°9  ,, 


Penang, Province Wellesley and Dindings. 


Total increase since 1881 - - 45,021 or 23°6 per cent, 
Increase in males since 1881 - 28,679 or 23:0 _,, 
16,342 or 246 __s,, 


Increase in females since 1881 


Malacca. 
Total decrease since 1881 - - 1,427 or 1°5 per cent. 
Decrease in males since 1881 = “E22 or S4 - y 
Decrease in females since 1881 - SlS'ar “OT 5, 


The decrease of the population of Malacca is believed to be 
temporary and to be due to special causes, the opening up of the 
Native States of Selangor, Sungei Ujong, and Negri Sembilan 
having offered a field of enterprise of which many Malacca 
Malays have availed themselves. 


40, The population of the Protected Native States, in which a 
census was taken at the same time as that of the Colony, is as 


follows :— 

pe | Males. | Females. | Total. 
Perak oA = : 156,408 57,846 214,254 
Selangor - - - 67,051 14,541 81,592 
Sungei Ujong - - - 17,234 6,368 23,602 
Negri Sembilan - - - 23,327 18,290 41,617 
Pahang - - - - Not given. 57,462 

Total - - _ —_ 418,527 


En a a ae. 
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41. In Pahang great difficulty was experienced in taking the 
Census, and the Resident of Selangor has reported his doubts of 
the correctness of the returns of that State. With these exceptions 
the above returns may be considered fairly accurate. 


42. The total cost of taking the Census in the Colony and 
compiling the returns was $28,024.84. 


CHINESE IMMIGRATION. 


43. There was only a slight decrease in the arrivals of Chinese 
deck-passengers from China, the number arriving in 1891 being 
126,088, as compared with 127,936 in 1890. 


44. It is satisfactory to notice that there was an appreciable 
increase in the female immigration, the numbers for 1890 and 

1891 being 5,542 and 6,685 respectively. Of these, 4,710 landed 
_ in Singapore, 1,958 proceede1 to Penang, and 17 to other ports. 
Of those who landed in Singapore, 548 afterwards proceeded to 
Selangor and a few to other places. 


45. There was a considerable increase in the number of coolies 
arriving from Hongkong and Amoy, and a falling off in the 
immigrants from Swatow and Hainan, which is attributed to the 
failure of Sumatra tobacco and the consequent cessation of the 
demand for labour on estates. 


46. There was a great decrease in the number of contracts to 
labour executed in the Colony, the total number being 17,956 as 
against 26,211 in 1890. Contraets to labour in the Dutch 
possessions were fewer by 4,770, but there was an increase of 592 
in the Native States and 599 in Province Wellesley. Of the total 
number of contracts (17,956) signed in the Colony, 8,950 were for 
labour in the Colouy and Protected Native States and 9,006 for 
labour in other places. Ihe numbers in 1890 were respectively 
6,502 and 19,702. 


47. During the year under review, an Ordinance was passed for 
the purpose of regulating Chinese Labour on Agricultural 
Kstates. 


INDIAN IMMIGRATION. 


48. During the year, 3,443 statute immigrants with 293 depen- 
dents arrived in the Colony, showing an increase of 618 as com- 
pared with 1890. Of this number, 2,644 were for service in the 
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Colony, and 799 for the Native States. 26,446 immigrants not 
under indenture arrived, being an increase of 8,145, while 23,912 
returned to India. 


49. The following table gives the statistics of the department 
since 1881 :— 


—— | 188. 1882 1885. 1884 185 1886 1887. | 1888. | 1889. | 100, 1891. 


Immigrants under 
indenture - | 879 |1,452 | 1,450 | 1,539 | 1,642 | 2,748 | 4,786 4,684 2,747 | 2,960) 3,443 
Dependents- -| 159] 209] 176| 177 49 | 244 810 317 104 | 158) 298 


Free immigrants | 5,769 | 8,276 | 8,979 |14,365 |19,819 17,316 | 12,156 | 15,812 | 15,285 18,801/26,446 


Total arrivals - | 6,807 | 9,987 |10,605 |16,081 |21,510 |20,308 | 17,202 | 20,813 | 18,186 21,419/30,182 


| | | rs | es 


Returned to India | 5,269 | 5,947 | 9,041 |10,749 |13,417 |18,105 | 12,596 | 18,190 | 14,099 15,276/23,913 


| rr | i | | | a | | a 


Remained in the 
Colony - - |1,538 | 3,990 | 1,564 | 5,832 | 8,093 | 2,203 | 4,606 7,623 4,037 ' 6,143) 6,269 


50. In March, the Commission appointed to inquire into the 
state of labour in the Colony issued their report. It has been 
found necessary to indefinitely postpone action upon one of their 

rincipal recommendations—the appointment of an Agent-General 
for Emigration in the Madras Presidency—owing to the state of 
the Colonial finances and the necessity for strict economy. 


TRADE AND SHIPPING. 


51. The following tables give the value of the imports and 
exports at the three Settlements in 1890 and 1891 respectively :— 


Imports. 
Sera ee en alr ee 5 Mee 
isi Singapore. Penang. | Malacca. 
ET drake Orca Ra ES RGSS cate Se 
as pata 1891 | 13 i 765| 3 ate 089 . 
. : p) ? ’ F) — 
United Kingdom - - 11890 | 15,862,524 | 4,000,856 ss 
a ; 1891 | 25,048,149 | 13,281,514 Be 
British Possessions ~ 11890 | 23,634,101 | 15,718,175 — 
a eee 1891 | 49,814,458 | 16,673,827 260,629 
Foreign Countries - - 41890 | 53,224,760 | 18,378,036 461,502 


een 
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-_— | Singapore. 


Penang. | Malacca. 


MeERrcnuandIseE—cont. 


g 8 g 
1891 | 3,804,800 | 1,864,557 | 1,065,631 
Between the Settlements - 11890 | 6,735,380 | 1,802,293 | 1,616,896 


. £1891 | 92,121,672 | 35,372,987 | 1,326,260 
Total Value of Merchandise 4 j 599 99,456,765 | 89,899,860 | 2,078,398 


TREASURE. 


1891 | 10,890,539 | 4,968,690 184,378 
Total Value of Treasure 1890 | 13,177,195 3,889,040 149,953 


— —_—__—_—. ___—. 


——_— 


Total Imports of Merchan- 1891 | 103,012,211 40,341,677 1,510,638 
dise and Treasure - | 1890 | 112,633,960 | 43,788,400 2,228,351 


Grand Total Value of the Imports of the Baan 1891 | 144,864,526 


Settlements - - 1890 | 158,650,711 
Exports, 
—_—— | Singapore. Penang. | Malacca. 
MERCHANDISE. 
1891 16 oh 137 Ff sf 509 é 
“ 2 f ? > ’ ? a 
United Kingdom ; 11890 | 18,246,593 | 6,512,954 a 


1891 | 10,365,932 | 6,945,043 


British Possessions = - 1890 | 11,113,835 | 7,694,000 ree 


er | 


Foreign Countries 4 _ J 1891 49,127,912 16,563,373 218,148 


1890 | 47,629,595 | 16,017,040 279,326 
1891 | 1,678,479 | 3,856,252 | 1,292,406 
1890 | 2,059,115 | 5,205,232 | ‘1,733,204 
1891 | 78,102,460 | 34,875,177 | 1,510,554 
Total Value of Merchandise 4 1999 | 79'049,138 | 35,429,226 | 2,012,530 


eee, 


Between the Settlements 


TREASURE. 


_ f1891 | 18,628,024 | 6,561,045 110,885 
Total Value of Treasure 1890 | 15,082,666 | 5,920,021 231,563 
Total Exports of Merchan- [1891 | 91,725,484 | 41,436,222 | 1,621,439 

dise and Treasure - | 1890 | 94,131,804 | 41,349,247 2,244,093 


Grand Total Value of the Exports of he Straits [ 1891 | 184,783,145 
Settlements - - -. - (1890 | 187,725,144 


52. It will be seen from the above returns that if the item 
Treasure” be excluded, the nett decrease in the total trade of 
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the Colony as compared with 1890 amounted to 14,616,307/. or 
about 52 per cent. 


53. The Trade Returns may now be considered to be as accurate 
as it 18 possible to make them, and in the preparation of them the 
European firms have, as a rule, readily assisted. 


54, Low exchange and a general tightness of money account 
for the commercial depression which prevailed throughout the 
Colony throughout the year, while the situation was accentuated 
by the failure of important firms in the Colony and in Siam to 
meet their liabilities, 


55. The following are afew of the principal imports to and 
exports from the Straits Settlements :— 


Imports. 
emer | 1890. | 1891. | Increase. Decrease. 
Pieces. Pieces. 
Cotton piece goods - | 7,117,374 5,038,657 _ 2,078,717 
Tons. Tons. 
Coal - - - 324,624 875,045 50,421 — 
Pikuls. Pikuls. 
Rice» = - | 6,762,772 | 5,778,802 = 983,970 
. Chests. Chests. 
Opium - - 14,448 16,654 2,206 — 
Pieces. Pieces. 
Silk piece goods - - 877,905 266,732 — 111,173 
Cases. Cases. 
Petroleum - - 882,267 760,686 nee 121,581 
Exports. 
ae | 1890. | 1891. | Increase. Decrease. 
Pikuls. Pikuls. 
Coffee - - - 47,657 56,137 8,480 
Gambier - ” ” 769,704 697,785 _ 
Gums = ~ ” 173,051 164,022 = 
Spices - - : 785,370 817,858 32,488 
Tapioca ~ - - 544,404 610,842 66,438 
Tin = - - 537,190 605,829 68,639 
Copra - = - 300,545 913,674 613,129 
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56. The revenue (Light Duesand Miscellaneous}Fees) collected — gmeairs 
by the Marine Department in each Settlement during 1891 and Sertzemenrs. 


1890 appears in the subjoined table :— She 
— | Singapore Penang. | Malacca. Total. 
£ C £ C. £ c. $ c. 
1891 ~ - - | 80,214 72 26,682 66 1,721 63 | 105,619 O01 
1890 - -| 71,020 75 | 27,217 60] 1,781 91] 99,970 26 


57. The following table shows the arrivals and departures of 
shipping in the Colony during 1891 and 1890 :— 


SHIPPING. 


Steamers and Square-rigged Vessels. 


Singapore. Penang. Malacca. Total. 


No. | Tonnage.| No. |Tonnage.| No. |Tonnage.| No. | Tonnage. 


Arrivals, 1891 - | 4,184 | 3,324,680 | 2,966 | 1,760,001 | 1,417 | 251,494 | 8,567 | 5,336,175 
Do. 1890 -| 3,646 | 2,989,059 | 3,050 | 1,653,285 | 1,414] 217,876 | 8,110 | 4,859,720 
Departures, 1891 -| 4,155 | 3,288,577 | 2,951 | 1,741,812 | 1,417 | 251,494 | 8,523 | 5,281,888 
Do. 1890 -j| 3,621 | 2,955,975 | $,028 | 1,644,976 | 1,419 | 217,988 | 8,068 | 4,818,939 
Total,1891 -| 8,339 | 6,613,257 | 5,917 | 3,501,813 | 2,834 | 502,988 | 17,090 |10,618,058 
Do. 1890 -j| 7,267 | 5,945,034] 6,078 | 3,298,261 | 2,838 | 435,364 | 16,178 | 9,678,659 


Native Craft and Steamers under 50 Tons. 


Singapore. Penang. Malacca, Total 
No. |Tonnage.| No. | Tonnage.| No. |Tonnage.| No. Tonnage. 
Arrivals, 1891 - 7,298 260,672 5,620 114,807 1,985 32,214 | 14,898 407,693 
Do. 1890 - | 6,546 | 208,689} 5,650] 118,481} 2,141 33,059 | 13,837 | 359,929 
Departures,1891 - 7,188 258,802 5,565 114,820 1,987 82,226 | 14,740 405,348 
Do. 1890 - 5,515 212,636 5,641 117,887 2,178 83,701 | 18,884 364,224 
‘votal, 1891 - | 14,481 519,474 (11,185 229,127 8,972 64,440 | 29,638 813,041 
Do. 1890 -| 11,061 | 421,825} 11,291 | 236,068] 4,319 66,760 | 26,671 | 724,153 


——— ee ee 


I 73720. 
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REGISTRY OF SHIPPING. 


58. The number and tonnage of the new vessels built in the 
Colony in 1890 and 1891 is shown in the following table :— 


—— No. Tonnage. 
1891 - - - - - 70 4,506 
1890 - - - - - 79 4,727 


59. Some idea of the relative importance cof shipping and 
commerce in 1891 and 1890 for Singapore and Penang may be 
gathered from the following returns :— 


SHIPPING (EXCLUSIVE OF NaTIvE CRAF‘). 


Singapore. 
1891 - 8,339 vessels, measuring 6,613,257 tons. 
1890 = 7367. ,, » 5,945,034 _,, 
Penang. 
1891 - 5,917 vessels, measuring 3,501,813 tons. 
1890 - 6,078 ,, gH, 261-",, 
TRADE. 
Singapore. 
& 
1891 - - - - 194,737,695 
1890 - - - - 206,765,764 
Penang. 
8 
1 . - : - 1,777,899 
0 . . - - 85,137,647 


60. Out of the increase in the revenue of $9,193, light dues 
contributed an increase of $7,558. This is accounte! for, in a 
great measure, by the increase in the arrivals and departures of 
steamers and square-rigged vessels. The enforcement of the 
regulation requiring the annual renewal of J unk and Tongkang 
Jicenses more than doubled the fees for registration of these 


vessels. 


LIGHTHOUSES. 


61. Lighthouses, launches, buoys, and beacons have | been 
kept in an efficient condition, new rollers have been supplied to 
the Muka Head and Fort Cornwallis Lights, and the Malacca 
Harbour Lighthouses has been fitted up with part of the old 
Horsburgh light, the re-arrangement giving general satisfaction. 
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Pusuic HEALTH. 


62. The health statistics for 1891 are fairly satisfactory, but the 
Colony cannot be said to have been entirely free from epidemic 
disease. 


63. Cholera appeared in all the Settlements—to a slight extent 
in Singapore, but more noticeably in Penang, while in Malacca 
it may be said to have been epidemic for a short time. 


64. The following return shows the number of cases of cholera, 
and deaths from that disease, in the three Settlements respec- 
tively :— 


wees Cases. Deaths. 


Singapore - - 36 24 
Penang - - - 70 48 
Malacca - - - 119 89 


65. There were 168 cases of small-pox in the Colony, and 44 
deaths. 


66. There was a decrease in the number of cases of beri-berz 
treated, and the death-rate among patients suffering from this 
disease was lower. 


67. Only three anthenticated cases of hydrophobia were 
brought under the notice of the medical authorities during the 


year. 


68. The following table gives the number of patients treated 
in all Government hospitals, and of the deaths among them, 
during 1891, as compared with 1890 :— 


en Ie a a a Ta 


Number of Patients Percentage of Deaths 
treated. Number of Deaths. to Total treated. 


_ 


ed of : 
en. a h F } , 
a oe 
3 5 a 2) g 3 ° iS : 
EI ‘a ° EI 3 6 5 3 ‘2 
fs Zi a a Zi a a 5, 3 
1891 - . - 944 | 22,176 | 28,120 43, 2,710 2,753 | 4°65 12°22 | 11°90 


1890 - : -|  8s2} 19,047 | 20,779] $7 | 23,414| 32,401 | 4°46 | 12°10] 11°79 
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Srrairs 69. The number of patients treated and the deaths that 
ae occurred in hospital in each of the Settlements were as follows :— 
Settlement. Total treated. Deaths. 
Singapore - - - - 11,015 1,282 
Penang and the Dindings - - 6,801 777 
Province Wellesley - - 2,485 360 
Malacca - - - - 2,819 334 


70. The numbers in the leper aospital, Singapore, and leper 
asylum, Penang, during 1890 and 1891, were as follows :— 


1890. 1891. 
i) Loe 
ro) | fi 
Hospitals. 3 +h 
go | og So | a 
ao 8 co) LS 0) 
a3 & id tS 
g 3 | 38 g © 3 |faa;, § 
2 a | 24 % |) -2 |285| 8 
6 | A/a ats | A | a) 
oe 
Leper Hospital - 182 18 87 27 155 49 49 57 
i] 
Leper Asylum, Pulau Jerejak -| 326 91 - 235 3538 | 123 _ 230 


71. A serious explosion of cartridges which occurred at the 
Central Police Station, Singapore, in March, caused the deaih of 
11 constables. 


BANKRUPTCY ORDINANCE. 


72. The total number of receiving orders made during the year 
1891 was :— 


| I 
a No. of Proceedings. | No. of Debtors. 


Neen ee ee ee E enn eas titel ass ae 
In Singapore . - - - 51 65 
In Penang - - - - 8 ll 


In Malacca - - - - — 
Total - - 59 76 


of these 55 were proceeded with, as against 58 in 1890. 


73. Liabilities, according to the debtors’ estimates, amounted to 
$2,687,114, as against $932,227 in the previous year, and the 
proofs lodged with the Official Assignee gave a total of $3,903,962, 
as against $940,833 in 1890. 
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REGISTRATION OF JOINT Stock COMPANIES. 


73. The number of joint stock companies registered during the 
year was as follows :— 


Number. Amount of Capital. 


$ 
Singapore - - - - 6 1,041,005 


74, The directors of several companies were prosecuted in 
Penang for breach of the provisions of “ The Companies Ordinance, 
1889,” nominal fines being imposed in most cases. 


METEOROLOGY. | 


75. The following statement shows the maximum, minimum, 
and mean temperature of the air at each of the Settlements during 
the year :—- 


-_——-- Maximum. | Minimum. | Mean. 
Fahr. Fahr. Fahr. 
Si 88°2 70°8 79°5 
ingapore = « ‘e = 
Behatig i k z : 91°9 73°0 80°6 
Province Wellesley ~- - - shih he 80°5 
92°0 68°0 191 


alacca ~ - - ” 


76. Returns of rainfall for the whole year were received from 
52 stations in the Colony. The heaviest rainfall was in Penang. 

77. The following table shows the total rainfall at each of the 
Settlements, the maximum and minimum rainfall registered in one 
month, and the maximum in 24 hours:— 


Settlement. | Total Rainfall. | {'%no'Month. | inoue Month. | anarnm well 
Inches. Ins. Ins. Inches, 
Singapore - - 88°48 Mar. - 15°09 Aug. - 1°90 5°82 
Penang - - 126°69 Sept. - 31°74 April - 1°75 8°12 
we. Welles- 103° 91 Sept. - 20°26 Mar. - I°61 5°22 
Malacca - “4 84°09 Oct. - 29°12 Feb. - 0°10 9°35 
Dindings - - 77°39 Sept. - 14°20 Aug. - 0°56 5°60 
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Poxuick AND CRIME. 


78. The following table shows the stength and distribution of 
the police force in 1891: — 


Native Contin- in- 
Europeans, — ” in wig en 
3 i % 
8 § 8 
Settlement. -” ie — Total. 
a 2 2 
RA A. chs 
2 gz 82 gz 
g | 32 88 88 
Ss) s | & s S | 
q 60° o ce) ® ° 
614 s | 2 s | 2 re 
Singapore - 14 6 30 64 700 7 105 926 
Penang - - 18 4 24 71 689 73 879 
Malacca - > 5 2 _ 38 263 4 34 336 
Total - - 37 12 54 173 1,642 17 202 2,141 


79. Towards the end of the year, five stations in Malacca and 
two in Singapore were closed owing to diminution in crime in 
their neighbourhood, 

80. The Chinese contingent, which was introduced on the 
recommendation of the police commission of 1889, has not proved 
entirely satisfactory, 

81. One hundred and fourteen (1)4) men were dismissed from 
the force during the year for police offences, and 77 were sent 
for trial before the magistrates. 

82. Twenty-five thousand four hundred (25,400) arrests were 
made during the year as against 23,952 in 1890. 12,828 
offences were reported to the police, of which 4,086 remained 
undiscovered. 

83. Proceedings were taken against a secret society in 
Singapore called “ Tong Beng,” which had been suppressed some 
years ago. Eleven of the members were convicted and two of the 
headmen banished after inquiry by his Excellency the Governor 
in Council. 

84. Cases of serious crime were somewhat less numerous in 1891 
than in the preceding year. There were fewer cases of murder, 
gang-robbery, and causing grievous hurt. Four criminals were 
executed, as against eight in 1890. 

85. There was, on the other hand, an increase in Singapore and 
Malacca of minor offences against the person and against property, 
while in Penang there was a slight decrease, 


JUDICIAL. 


86. There was a decrease in the number of prisoners brought 
before the Supreme Court in 1891, as compared with 1890, the 
numbers Leing respectively 303 and 431. 
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87, The courts of two magistrates relieve the Supreme Court 
of a considerable amount of work, but even accounting for the 
cases tried in these courts, there was still a satisfactory decrease in 
the more serious crimes in 1891. 

88. The number of acquittals was very high, being 105, as 
against 180 convictions, Penang is responsible for this high rate, 
there being no iess than 77 acquittals to 81 convictions in that 
Settlement. : 

89. Thirty-three thousand six hundred and fifty-three (33,653) 
cases, in which 49,773 defendants were implicated, were brought 
before the police courts of the Colony. The increase is 
considerable, the numbers for 1890 being 30,671 and 44,715 
respectively. 

90. There was a decrease in the civil business of the Supreme 
Courts, 2,862 cases being commenced in 1891, as compared with 
3,734 in 1890. The amount of debt and damages involved was 
$5,038,000. 

91. There was an increase in the number of cases begun in the 
Courts of Requests, but the aggregate of the sums in dispute was 
slightly less than in 1890. 

92. Six hundred and thirty-two (632) ecclesiastical petitions 
were filed during the year, including 115 applications for 
probate and administration under “ The District Delegates 
Ordinance, 1887,” which is now finding favour with the poorer 
classes of Penang and Province Wellesley. Under this Ordinance 
probate and letters of administration are granted in respect of 
estates under $500 by the district officers, the fee being $2, which 
includes all charges. 


PRISONS. 


93. The health of the prisoners in the three Settlements was 
good during the year, the number of deaths being 31. Two 
suicides occurred in tne Singapore prison, 

94. One convict effected his escape from the Penang prison and 
was not re-taken. There were two executions in Penang. 


DINDINGS. 


95. Little noticeable progress can be recorded in this district, 
and the receipts under many heads of revenue have continued to 
decrease. The Census showed an increase of 1,263 in the popula- 
tion since the previous Census. 

96. Malarial fever was rife throughout the year, which is reported 
to have been an exceptionally unhealthy one. 

97. Encouragement is being given to the introduction of new 
settlers at the Dindinys and these include some from Achin. 


(Signed) W. E. Maxwetz, 
Colonial Secretary, 


Straits Settlements. 
Singapore, 25th August 1892. 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained fora few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 

No. Colony. Year. 
45 | Fiji - - - - - - | 1890 
46 | Seychelles - ~ - 3 = 1891 
47 British Bechuanaland - - - - | 1890-92 
48 | Malta - - e i - - |1890£'91 
49 | Gibraltar - - - . : 1891 
50 Falkland Islands - - - ~ . 6 

at Leeward Islands - - N . ie rs 

52 Grenada - - 3 7% - z f 

53 St. Lucia - - = . 7. * “ 

54 Labuan - - ~ . m2 b m 

55 British Guiana - a - 2 4 ee 

56 Zululand - = 2 . : 4 a 

57 | Mauritius - = z a = _ 5 

58 | Lagos - - - - js - i 

59 Straits Settlements - 3 o r = 

60 | Ceylon - - - - “ 35 

61 | Natal - - - - a - | 1891-92 
62 | Bastuoland “ = = " < 4 

63 | St. Helena - . - z : 1891 
64 Sierra Leone - y: ~ - ‘ <e 

65 Jamaica - - - - - - | 1891-92 
66 | ‘Trinidad and Tobago - - - : 1891 
67 | Newfoundland = 4 « + . a 

68 British New Guinea - . - - | 1891-92 
69 Victoria - - ~ - - ~ 1691 
70 | Rodrigues - - 4 - - t i 

71 | Bermuda - - « - - ° 1892 
4 ihe et a ae at ee 
73 British Honduras - — “ ws e rf 

74 Turks and Caicos Islands - - - - 1892 
75 Gibraltar - = = S < = 

76 Bahamas - - J _ . 2 he 

rd Leeward Islands - « a R Se a 

78 Trinidad and Tobago _ - bi z 4 

79 | Malta - « : x 3 S 

80 Gambia z d “ x - ‘ 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony. Subject. 

1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 

2 Zululand - - - | Forests. 


3 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 
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[For Report for 1891, see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 59.] 


Sir C. C. SmrrH to the Marqugss of Ripon. 


Government House, Penang, 
My Lorp, May 9, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour to foward copies of the report by the 
Colonial Secretary, in anticipation of the Blue Bock of the Straits 
Settlements for the year 1892. 

I have, &e.? 


The Most Hon. (Signed) Crorz C. Smiru. 
The Marquess of Ripon, K.G., 
&e. &e, &e. 


REPORT IN ANTICIPATION OF THE STRAITS SETTLEMENTS 
Buue Book For THE YEAR 1892. 


Finance, 


1. The revenue of the Colony for the year 1892 amounted to: 


$3,652,789 (Singapore, $2,054,279; Penang, $1,304,003 ; Malacea, 
$294,507), being less than the revenue for 1891 by $173,814. 


2. The principal heads under which a falling-off is noticeable 


are :— 
$ 
Land revenue - - : ,069 
Interest - - ~ ~ - 193,263 


In the case of land revenue the decrease is very easily 
explained. In 1892 no special sales of town lands were held, 
and consequently, under this head alone, the year 1892 showed a 
decrease of $62,081 on the receipts of the previous year. 

Sales, which may or may not take place, are an intermittent 
source of revenue, and their omission in a particular year is not 
to be taken into consideration in reviewing the financial position 

I 77160, -Wt. 10230, 
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of the Colony. The gradual growth of the permanent land 
revenue is highly eatisfactory. The Crown rents have, in con- 
sequence of improved administration, risen steadily in all the 
Settlements —in Singapore from $27,891 in 1883 to $40,876 in 
1892, in Penang from $26,179 in 1883 to $58,654 in 1892, and 
in Malacca from $55,441 in 1883 to $81,267 in 1892. 


A falling off under the head of interest was to be expected 
under the altered circumstances of the Colony, the surplus 
balances, which had been invested, having been realized to meet 
the increased military contribution and other charges. Again, 
the Negri Sembilan States and Pahang have been unable to pay 
interest on their loans, and the anticipated receipts of the Colony 
for 1892 have been diminished accordingly. These payments are, 
however, only deferred. 


3. The principal increases were as foliows :— 


Licenses - - - - - 26,395 
Stamps - -— - - - 656,891 
Postage - - - - - 18,341 
Fines, forfeitures and fees of court = - = 8,135 
Fees of office - - - = 2,902 
Reimbursements - - - - 15,212 
District collections - - - ~ 4,765 

Total + - - - $76,642 


Under the head of Licenses the increase is principally to be 
attributed to pawnbrokers’ licenses, which show an increase of 
$14,395. 

Postal revenue shows an increase under all its heads, but 
chiefly in postage stamps ($12,653). 

The increase in reimbursements ($16,332) is due to the 
progress of survey and revenue settlement in Penang and Province 
Wellesley, the amount recovered for erecting boundary: stones 
being $23,390.19. | 


4, The expenditure for 1892 amounted to $4,270,575, showing 
a decrease, as compared with 1891, of $328,403. The principal 
decreases were as follows :— 


$ 
Military expenditure - - - 249,682 
Special expenses -  - - - - 81,184 
Miscellaneous services - - - 70,884 
Roads, streets and bridges - - - 61,664 
Marine Department - - - - 12,678 
Education - - - - - 9,525 


Transport - . - - 8,768 
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There was an increase under the following heads : — Sastre 
$ SE?TLEMENTS, 
: 892. 
Salaries - - : - - 40,684 ti 
Pensions - - ~ - - 9,690 
Medical « - . - - 7,309 
Interest - - - - - 45,327 
Works and Buildings - - - 40,469 


5. The assets and liabilities on the 3lst December, 1892, 
sow a balance in favour of assets of $674,682, as against 
$1,302,123 on the 3lst December, 1891, being a decrease of 
$627,471. 


The balance of $674,682 does not include the investments given 
under the head of Dependencies, amounting to $1,048,465, these 
being loans to the Native States and to the Malacca Municipality. 
These loans are not at call, and though eventually recoverable, 
cannot be realised for some time to come. 


6. The following statement gives particulars of the assets and 
liabilities on the Ist January, 1892 and 1898, including 
Dependencies under assets of $1,048,465 :— 


ASSETS. LIABILITIES. 
1st 1st Ist 1st 
—— January | January — January | January 
1892. 1893, 1892. 1893. 
_ ly 
# # : $ $ 
Cash on current account Deposits, &c. - - | 681,174) 876,792 
with local banks =| 914.742 853,981 | Temporary lcan - | 745,135 — 
Do. with Crown Agents+-| 120,356 26,189 | Expenditure in arrears - | 184,561 21,500 
Investments, gold - - | 1,018,762 | 136,869 a 
Invested in Government 1,610,870 898,292 
of India loans - - 796 _- 
Loans to Native States - | 1,062,564 | 1,025,965 
Loans to municipalities - | 330,500 22,500 
Other investments : 242,253 | 359,722 
Miscellaneous adyances, Net balance to the 
&e., - - - 49,869 | 142,413 credit of the Colony - | 2,188,717 | 1,723,147 
Revenue in arrears - 64,745 53,800 
Total - - | 3,799,587 | 2,621,439 


Total - - | 8,799,587 | 2,621,439 


7. The course of exchange during the year 1892 is shown in 
the following table :— . 


; & K Ki 
is] 3 me 2 my 2 3 
Bank Bills. | 3 d vg PRT gt ee Pe a, le i ie ens ee 
GIS SEIS 2 rS\Elei 2188 
Sielela)/e le }s) 42} sie] 4 
8s djs. djs. d.js. djs. djs. djs. d.is a. & djs. djs. al Oo Os 
On London :— | 


Sterling, on : | 
demand, 
Highest -|3 03/2 1198/2 103/2 9§|2 98]2 2108/2 10}/2 9f 2 o3]2 oF]2 93/2 9 


| | 


Lowest -|3 0 {211 Fade oi 94/2 10$| 2103/2 94.2 9 |2 98/2 93)2 8g 
| | 
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The average rate of exchange during the year on demand was 
2s. 10¢d., and at four months’ sight was 2s, 102d. 


8, The total estimated bank-note circulation of the Colony on 
31st December, 1892, was $6,353,191, but it should be remarked 
that on that date the notes of the Chartered Mercantile Bank of 
India, London, and China had been to a great extent withdrawn 
from circulation owing tu the reconstruction of the Bank. The 
return deals, therefore, almost altogether with the note issue of 
the Chartered Bank of India, Australia and China, and of the 
Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation, 


Pustic Works. 


9. The works undertaken, carried on, or completed, in 1892 
were few and unimportant. The following return comprises the 
more important of the items of expenditure :— 
ee a a a a ae 


Principal Works. Estimated Cost. 

SINGAPORE. $ C. 

Extra female leper ward and new male ward - - _- 6,600 00 

Extension of Beach Road reclamation - - - - 9,500 00 

Completion of Telok Ayer reclamation - - - 22,000 00 
PENANG. 

New convalescent bungalow - - - - - 20,500 00 

Clerks’ quarters, Butterworth - = - = - 11,300 00 

Quarters for district officer and clerks, Nibong Tebal_ - - 14,150 Ou 

Court house, Bukit Tambun - - - - - 10,000 00 

Kubang Semang-Ara Rendang Road - - - - 35,600 00 

Trans-Krian Road + - = xe - 17,500 00 

Reconstruction of quarters, central police station - - 88,000 00 

Tanjong Tokong-Batu Feringgi Road - - - - 50,500 00 
Matacca. 

Water Works - - - - - - - 249,963 00 

Singapore. 


10. In Singapore, owing to want of funds, many pressing works 
had to be abandoned and little has been done beyond ordinary 
maintenance. The leper wards were in such a ruinous state that 
they had to be removed. Ihe Beach Road Reclamation is a 
service necessitated by the dredging of the Singapore River and by 
the importance of covering in the spoil thus obtained with red earth 
to prevent malaria. The Telok Ayer Reclamation gave some 
further trouble, but the bank has now almost settled down, and this 
useful and profitable work may be said to be practically complete. 


Penang. 


11. The first six works named in the list were finished within 
the year. At the central police station the barracks for 118 
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single men were compléted, and considerable progress was made 
with the two-storied barrack for 40 married men. 

The works begun on the Tanjong Tokong-Batu Feringgi Road 
had to be stopped owing to want of funds, which is much to be 
regretted. 


MUNICIPALITIES. 


12. The following statement gives the actual revenue and 
expenditure, cash balances, and outstanding loans of the muni- 


cipalities of the three Settlements respectively for 1891 and 
1892 :— 


Municipalities. 1891. | 1892. 
REVENUE: $ | $ 
Singapore ~ - - - a 884,003 608,081 
Penang : - - - 364,888 281,717 
Malacca - = - - 24,486 21,049 
1,273,377 910,847 
EXPENDITURE: 
Singapore - ~ - - 805,639 762,702 
Penang - - ° - 855,921 394,439 
Maiacca - - - - 23,280 22,786 
1,184,840 1,179,927 


—_—_ |__——. 


CasH BALANCE AT CLOSE OF YEAR: 


Singapore - - ~ 41),698 199,607.57 
Penang - we = - 136,828 24,107.00 
Malacca - : = - 3,206 1,469.00 
551,732 ~ 225,183°57 
LOANS OUTSTANDING AT CLOSE OF YEAR : 
Singapore - - - - 800,000 800,000 
Penang > = = © 350,000 350,000 
Malacca - - - ~ 23,000 22,500 
1,173,000 1,172,500 | 


a--Including balance of loan, $250,000. 
b— Do. do. do., $100,000. 


The municipalities of Singapore and George Town, Penang, are 
pressing for increased borrowing powers, being dissatisfied with 
those which are now allowed to them by “ The Municipal 
Ordinance 1887.” 

There is no doubt that the present limit (three times the annual 
income from rates and taxes) is small compared with that which 
has been fixed for municipalities in other places, and urgent 
sanitary works are required in both towns. 

The water works at Malacca, estimated to cost $247,000, are 
being constructed at Government expense, the municipality, which 
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has an annual -income of $22,500 only, being unable to under- 
take an enterprise of this magnitude. The water rate will be 

olonial revenue, but will he collected by the municipality for 
the Government. 


13. In the country districts beyond the limits of the munici- 
palities of Singapore, (teorge Town, and Malacca, rates and taxes 
were collected during the year 1892, under section 274 of the 
Municipal Ordinance, and the following statement shows the 
amounts so collected and how far they contribute towards the 
expenditure which they are designed to meet. 


rates and Paxte levied. ' Amount expended on Roads and 


Bridges. 
8 8 
Singapore -' . 5,182.17 Singapore - - 40,300.00 
» Penang ~ : - 63,535.59 Penang - - 125,692.62 
Malacca - ~ 18,470.45 Malacca - - 75,640.54 
oe 
Total - 2 82,188.21 Total - -| 241,633.16 


The excess of expenditure over revenue ($159,444.95) falls, of 
course, on the general revenue of the Colony. 


LEGISLATION. 


14. Twenty-three meetings of the Legislative Council were 
held during the year, and 17 Ordinances were passed. 
The list is as follows :— 

No. I.—An Ordinance to remove doubts as to the validity 
of certain marriages solemnized in the Colony, by Clergy- 

“men of the Church of England without previous 
publication of Banns, 

No. IIl.—An Ordinance for the Enrolment of Coast Defence 
Volunteers. 

No. IIJ.—An Ordinance for giving to a foreign Company 
called the Netherlandsche Handel Maatschappij certain 
facilities for carrying on its business in the Colony. 

No. IV.—An Ordinance to amend “The Petroleum 
Ordinance, 1883.” 

No. V.—An Ordinance for the regulation and control of 
Jinrikishas. 

No. VI.—An Ordinance for restricting Labour on Sunday 
on board Vessels in the Waters of the Colony, 

No. VII—An Ordinance to establish a Code of Criminal 
Procedure. 

No. VIII.—An Ordinance to repeal certain enactments 
regulating Criminal Procedure. 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 9 


No. [X.—An Ordinance for making provision for the 
Public Service for the year 1893. 

No, X.—An Ordinance for making final provision for the 
Public service for the year 1891. 

No, XI.—An Ordinance to remove doubts as to the validity 
of the Ordinances enacted subsequently to the issue of the 
Queen’s Letters Patent of the 17th of June 1885, 

No. XII.—An Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. VIII. of 
1892. 

No. XIII.— An Ordinance to amend “The Steam Vessels 
Ordinances, 1882 and 1887.” 

No. XIV.—An Ordinance toamend “ The Crimping Ordi- 
nance, 1877.” 

No. XV.—An Ordinance to amend “The Widows and 
Orphans’ Pension Fund Ordinance, 1885.” 

No. XVI.—An Ordinance to amend “ The Indian Immigra- 
tion Ordinance, 1884.” 

No. XVII. An Ordinance to amend “The Marine Court of 
Inquiry Ordinance, 1870,” 


Of these Ordinances, the most important were Nos. V., VJ., and 
VII. Ordinance No. V. effected a change in the law relating to 
Jinrikishas by tranferring the responsibility for such offences as 
loitering for hire, street obstruction, plying for hire with 
jinrikishas unfit for use, &c. from the puller to the owner of the 
vehicle, the penalty provided being the detention of the jinrikisha 
in the depét or the suspension of the license. It came into force 
in the Settlement of Singapore, on the 1st of September, 1892. 
Ordinance No. VI. put a stop to the working of cargo on board 
ships within the waters of the Colony on Sundays, except under 
certain special circumstances. It came into force on the Ist of July 
1892; it has worked smoothly and it is acknowledged to he a boon 
to the seafaring community, while it does not unduly interfere 
with the requirements of trade. Ordinance No. VII. of 1892 
consolidated and amended the law of Criminal Procedure, supply- 
ing, it may be hoped, a measure the want of which has been 
complained of constantly since 1872, when the penal code was 
brought into force. It has not, however, as yet come into force, 
as some further amendments are contemplated. 

His Excellency has been informed by the Secretary of State 
that Her Majesty will not be advised to exercise her powers of 
disallowance in respect of these Ordinances. 


REGISTRY OF DEEDS, 


15. The fees collected under “ The Registration of Deeds Ordi- 
nance, 1886,” (which is based on the principle of the Yorkshire 
Act, and has been so far only applied to the Settlement of Singapore) 
amounted to $5,290.75, being $825 below the total receipts of 
the previous year. ‘This falling off is to be attributed to the depres- 
sion in the Singapore land market .which existed throughout. the 
year, only a small amount of property changing ownership. The 
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registration and mutation of titles to land in Penang and Malacca 
is still carried on (pending the completion of survey) under a 
condemned-system which dates from 1839, and no penalty attaches 
to non-registration or delay in registering. 


PostaL DEPARTMENT. 


16. The business of this Department still continues to increase. 
During the year, 2,385,280 articles were received and 2,639,190 
despatched, as against 2,315,590 and 2,507,810 respectively in 
1891. The number of Chinese coolie letters passing the Chinese 
Sub-Post Office in Singapore shows an increase of 13,057, against 
a falling-off of 22,000 the year before. 

The revenue of the Department amounted to $138,350, an 
increase, of $18,581 over the receipts in 1891, showing that the 
reduction in the rates of postage in 1891 has had only a 
temporary effect, and that there is reason to anticipate a steady 
rise in the receipts in future years. 

On Ist January, 1892, postage on a packet of printed papers 
addressed to any part of the postal world was reduced from 
2 cénts to } cent for every 2 ozs, 

‘The expenditure for 1892 amounted to $132,941, being $5,409 
less than the revenue and $9,361 more than the expenditure in the 


prévious year, There must, of course, be an increase of staff 


proportionate to the expansion of the Department, and it is to this 
that the ‘rise in expenditure above remarked on is due. 

The transactions of the Money Order Branch amounted to 
$588,126, showing an increase of $49,173 over those of 1891. In 
Singapore, the superintendence of the Money Order Branch and of 
the Savings Bank has been entrusted to a special officer appointed 
by the Home Government. 


Savines BAnkK. 


17. The following statement gives the particulara of the 
business transacted by the branches at Singapore, Penang, and 
Malacca during the year ;— 


— Singapore. Penang. | Malacca. 

New accounts opened - - - 537 146 45 

Accounts closed - ~ - 440 136 30 

Accounts open at the end of the year - 1,048 262 43 

; 8 B B- 

Deposited in 1892 - - “ 104,657 27,622 7,487 

Repaid in 1892 - - - - 86,571 29,131 6,809 
Balance due to depositors at close of 

$899 aa Se . : . 138,040 37,692 6,963 
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The increase in the amount deposited during the year over that 
deposited in the previous year was $17,315. The deposit during 
1891 showed a similar increase over the figures for 1890.” 

The total sum at the credit of depositors on the 31st December, 
1892, was $182,695, and the aggrevate. amount. lodged since the 
establishment of the Bank in 1877 proved to be $1,047,032. 
Under Ordinance JII. of 1891, the sum of $70,404.64 has been 
invested in Government of India 4 Per Cent. Rupee Paper. _ 

The rate of interest allowed to depositors was lowered from 
4 per cent. to 34 per cent. from and after the 1st of October, 
1892. 


EDUCATION. 


18. The first examinations under the revised Code of 1891 
were held at the inspections at the end of 1892. 

Two hundred (200) schools were inspected, and 8,468 pupils 
examined during the year, as compared with 189 schools an«l 
7,716 pupils in 1891. 

The expenditure on Education -amounted to $180,350,* as 
compared with an expenditure of $174,510 in 1891. 

The average enrolment at the Boys’ Schouls in the Colony js 
shown in the following table :-—~ 


—_ | 1891. 1892. 


Government English schools ~ - 1,114 1,027 
Aided do. - “ 3,016 8,419 
Government Malay schools - - 6,805 7,216 

Total - - “ ‘ 10,935 11,662 


The average eurolment in the Government and Private 
Girls’ Schools in 1892 was 1,781, as against 1,566 in the previous 
year. 


POPULATION, 


19, The number of births registered in 1892 in all the 
Settlements was 12,690, of which 6,660 were those of male, and 
6,030 tho-e of female, children. 


20. The deaths registered in 1892 numbered 16,033, as against 
17,570 in 1891, or a decrease of 1,537, the highest rate of 
mortality having been recorded at Singapore. The greatest 
number of deaths occurred among persons between the ages of 
25 and 35, the death-rate being 31°29 of the total number. 


* Approximately only, Crown Agents’ account not being finally adjusted. 
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21. The following table gives the number of births and deaths 
registered in each Settlement during the past two years : — 


| Births. Deaths. 
Settlement. ~ 

1891, 1892. 1891. 1892. 

Singapore - - 3,004 3,326 6,449 5,621 
Dindings - - - 115 104 106 79 
Penang - - - 2,248 2,395 4,903 4,241 
Province Wellesley - 3,182 3,262 3,441 3,331 
Malacca - - - 2,732 3,603 2,671 2,761 
Total - > 18,211 12,690 17,570 16,033 


inst eta ee NG 3 AT ta oe in, eh See Te ee 
The total population of the Colony, according ta the Census of 
1891, was 512,342, 
As, judging from the results of the last Census, the population 
increases at the rate of 2°] per cent. per annum, the population 
may now be roughly estimated to be 534,000. 


CHINESE IMMIGRATION. 


22. During the year 1892 there was a further decrease in the 
arrivals of Chinese deck passengers from China, the number 
being 122,029, as compared with 126,088 in 1891 and 127,936 
in 1890, 

There was an increase in the number of female immigrants, 
6,867 having arrived, as against 6,685 in 1891. Of these, 4,804 
landed in Singapore, 2,024 proceeded to Penang, and 39 to other 
ports. Eight hundred and twenty-two (822) of the Singapore 
arrivals proceeded subsequently to the Protected Native States 
and other places, Coolies have arrived from Hongkong and 
Swatow in increased numbers, but there was a great falling off in 
the immigration from Amoy and Hainan. 

The total number of labour contracts executed in the Colony 
was 23,448, as against 17,956 in 1891. Contracts to labour in 
the Dutch Possessions were fewer by 3,195, while, on the other 
hand, the Native States contracts show an increase of 10,474, 
Contracts for Province Wellesley show a decrease of 60, 

Out of the total number of contracts made in the Colony, 
18,991 were for labour in the Colony and Protected Native 
States, and 4,457 for labour in other places. The corresponding 
tigures for 1891 were respectively 8,950 and 9,006, 

During the year, an Ordinance (No. XIV. of 1892) was passed 
to amend “ The Crimping Ordinance, 1877,” which restricts the 


COLONIAL, REPORTS.—ANNUAL 13 


issue of licenses for recruiting coolies to labour without the Colony 
at any place which is not part of Her Majesty’s Dominions or 
under the protection of the British Government. 

Preparations were made at the close of the year for bringing 
into operation on the 1st January, 1893, ‘¢ Tie Chinese Agricultural 
Labourers’ Ordinance, 1891,” and a special officer was detailed for 
the purpose of supervising its initiation. 


INDIAN IMMIGRATION. 


23. During the year, 1,628 statute immigrants with 423 
dependants arrived in the Colony. 

Of this number, 1,192 were for service in the Colony, and 436 
for service in the Native States. ‘The figures show a decrease in 
the number of immigrants of 1,750 as compared with 1891. 
Sixteen thousand three hundred and seventy (16,370) immigrants 
not under indenture arrived in the Colony, showing a decrease of 
10,076 as compared with the previous year’s arrivals. Seventeen 
thousand seven hundred and twenty-two (17,722) immigrants 
returned to India. 

The following table gives the statistics of the Department for 
the last 11 years :— 


Sy aa ie | 1882 1886 1834 | 188 1s, 1887. | 1888. | 1889. | 1800, | reo, | 1892. 


Immigrants under | | 
indenture - |1,452 | 1,450] 1,539] 1,642) 2,748! 4,736 4,684 2,747 | 2,960) 3,443] 1,628 
Dependants - =| 209 176 177 49 


244| 810 mir 104 | 158) 293) 423 
17,316 | 12,156 | 15,812 | 15,285 | 18,301|26,446 | 16,370 


Free immigrants | 8,276 | 8,979 |14,365 |19,819 
| 


——— 


Total arrivals - | 9,937 |10,605 |16,081 |21,510 |20,308 | 17,202 | 20,813 | 18,136 | 21,419/30,182 | 18,42] 


i | | | | | | ee | Lf | | 


Returned to India | 5,947 | 9,041 |10,749 |18,417 |18,105 | 12,596 | 18,190 | 14,099 | 15,276)/23,913 | 17,722 


DS ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee 


Remained in the | 
Colony - + 13,990 | 1,564| 5,832] 8,093} 2,203] 4,606 7,623 | 4,037 | 6,143) 6,269 699 


24, At the close of the year, an Ordinance (No. XVI. of 1892) 
was passed to amend the Indian Immigration Ordinance of 1884, 
in accordance with the recommendations of the Labour Commission 
which were made in 1891. 

The chief changes introduced are as follows :— 

The rate of wages is raised during the first year of contract 
from 12 to 14 cents for males and from 8 to 10 cents per day for 
females. 

The total sum for advances and smart money is fixed at $24, 
and task work is recognized. The period of contract, when for 
three years, is to be determined whenever 720 days’ work have 
been completed. 

The maximum of three years is allowed to be extended in 
cases where absence from work occurs under certain circum- 
stances, 
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TRADE AND SHIPPING. 


25. The following tables give the value of the imports and 
exports at the three Settlements in 1892 and 1891 respectively :— 


Imports. 
oP Shas tee | Singapore. Penang. | Malacca. 
y MERCHANDISE. g g 
tied ago. in = (10 | SR gathaae | ta 
Bitch Poueovionn - = {1602 gszzsdae | tesoezog | — 
Foreign Countin - = {]00z | Sezeane | aszezans | arp.ags 
Between the Setoments = {1098 /  4900088] tasicae | eves 
Total Value of Mretandie {3882 [ supsne | spaeg ad |” Loam 
TREASURE. iat 
Total Yale of Tremre = {1898 | 10gzaiae | auegzen | 177085 
Total Imports of Merchan- f 1892 "106,970,062 41,421,576 "1,682,285 
dise and Treasure - |1891 40,341,677 1,510,638 


103,012,211 


Grand Total Value of the Imports of the Straits [ 1892 | 150,073,923 
Settlements - - - : - | 1891 | 144,864,526 
Exports, 
— | Singapore. Penang. | Malacca. 
MERCHANDISE. | 
> 1892 | 15 an 583 | 9 as 674 | dl 
oe fi ? ? > ? Pr. 
United Kingdom 11891 | 16,930,137 | 7,510,509 ae 
a : 1892 | 10,744,016 | 5,848,765 ar tt 
British Possessions = =—- - 11891 | 10,365,932 | 6,945,043 cma 
es 3 ; 1892 | 55,497,427 | 18,202,214 224,845 
oreign Countries =< - 41891 | 49,127,912 218,148 


16,563,373 


ee NS 


COLONIAL REPORTS.— ANNUAL. 15 
_—_— | Singapore. | Penang. | Malacca. 
MERCHANDISE—cont. 


g 8 g 
1892 | 2,858,749} 3,782,640 | 1,173,183 
1891 1,678,479 | 3,856,252 | 1,292,406 
: 1892 | 84,353,775 | 37,080,293 | 1,398,028 
Total Value of Merchandise 4} 94) 78,102,460 | 34,875,177 1,510,554 


Between the Settlements 


TREASURE. 
1892 | 18,496,674 6,594,525 88,672 
1891 13,123,024 6,561,045 110,885 


a ee 


Total Value of Treasure - 


Total Exports of Merchan- {1892 | 97,850,449 | 43,674,818 1,486,700 
dise and Treasure - | 1891 91,225,484 | 41,436,222 1,621,439 


Grand Total Value of the Exports of the Straits [ 1892 | 143,011,967 
Settlements - - - - - (1891 | 184,283,145 


26. It will be seen from the above returns that, if the item 
‘‘ Treasure ” be excluded, the net increase in the total trade of 
the Colony as compared with 1891 amounted to $16,907,936, or 
nearly 7 per cent. 


27. From the nature of the Colony’s trade a year cf large 
exports means also increased imports, and an average depreciation 
in the sterling value of the dollar of over 11 per cent. compared 
with 1891, tended to stimulate exports, which show increases in 
all the principal articles, copra and tapioca excepted. - This 
depreciation, on the other hand, unfavourably affected the import 
of cotton piece goods and European manufactures generally. 


28. For the first time in the history of the Colony’s trade 
imports of China-grown opium have to be recorded. 


29. The following are afew of the principal imports to and 
exports from the Straits Settlements :—- 


Imports. 
a | 1891. 1892. Increase. Decrease: 

Pieces. Pieces. 

Cotton piece goods -| 5,038,657 | 4,627,745 as 410,912 
Tons. Tons. 

Goat < , = 375,045 334,305 _ 40,740 
Pikuls. Pikuls. 

Bice - “ - | 5,778,802 | 6,318,981 540,179 a 
Chests. Chests. 

Opium - - - 16,654 13,7382 — 2,922 
Pieces. Pieces. 

Silk piece goods - - 266,732 255,491 ~ 11,241 
Cases. Cases. 

Petroleum - - 760,686 825,991 65,305 — 


a 
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DSLKAITS 
SETTLEMENTS, Exp oe: 
1892. 
ee | 1891. | 1892, | Increase. Decrease. 
Pikuls. Pikuls. 

Coffee - - . 56,137 69,747 13,610 — 
Gambier - “ - 697,785 844,550 146,765 os 
Gums - - . 164,022 159,705 = 4,317 
Spices - ° ~ 817,858 910,386 92,528 — 
Tapioca - - - 610,842 539,962 — 70,880 
Th = - - 605,829 636,002 30,173 — 
Copra- - - 913,674 429,870 —_ 483,804 


30. The revenue (Light Dues and Miscellaneous Fees) collected 
by the Marine Department in each Settlement during 1892 and 
1891 appears in the subjoined table :— 


ae Singapore. Penang. | ‘Malacca. Total. 
$ 6. $ c. 'C. C. 
1892 - - - | 80,482 09 22,321 61 1,964 14] 104,767 84 
1891 - - - | 80,214 72 26,682 66 1,721 63] 108,619 O01 


31. The following table shows the arrivals and departures of 
shipping in the Colony during 1892 and 1891 :— 


SHIPPING. 


Steamers and Square-rigged Vessels, 


Singapore. Penang. Malacca. ° Total. 


No. |Tonnage.}| No. |Tonnage.| No. |Tonnage.| No. | Tonnage. 


Arrivals, 1892 -| 4,143 | 3,280,222 | 2,970 | 1,680,643 | 1,344] 289,282 | 8,457 | 5,150,097 
Do. 1891 -| 4,184 | 3,324,680 | 2,966 | 1,760,001 | 1,417 | 251,494] 8,567 | 5,336,175 
Departures, 1892 -{ 4,114 | 8,181,801 2,953 | 1,629,879 | 1,841 | 238,658 | 8,408 | 5,050,388 


Do. 1891 -] 4,155 | 3,288,577 | 2,951 | 1,741,812 | 1,417} 251,494 | 8,528 | 5,281,883 
Total, 1892 + | 8,257 | 6,462,023 | 5,928 | 3,260,522 | 2,685 | 477,890 | 16,865 {10,200,435 
Do. 1891 -| 8,339 | 6,613,257} 5,917 | 3,501,813 | 2,834 | . 502,988 } 17,090 10,618,058 


ne eee nS SINS SRE SSRIS DEnnRSIIS EE SERRE nent 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 17 
Native Craft and Steamers under 50 Tons. 

Singapore. Penang. Malacca. Total. 
No. |Tonnage.| No. |Tonnage.| No. | Tonnage.} No. | Tonnage. 
Arrivals, 1892 -| 7,966 | 309,168] 4,479 | 101,752] 2,092] 35,601 | 14,537 | 446,515 
Do. 1891 -| 7,293 | 260,672 | 5,620] -114,807] 1,985] 32,214] 14,898] 407,693 
Departures,1892 -| 7,887 | 307,258] 4,524 | 103,946] 2,087] 35,479 | 14,498] 446,683 
Do, 1891 -| 7,188} 258,802 | 5,565 | 114,820] 1,987] 82,226 | 14,740 | 405,348 
Total, 1892 -| 15,853] 616,420| 9,003 | 205,698 | '4,179| 71,080 | 29,035 | 893,198 
Do. 1891 -| 14,481 | 519,474] 11,185 | 229,127] 9,972] 64,440 | 29,688] 813,041 


REGISTRY OF SHIPPING. 


32. The number and tonnage of the new vessels built in the 
Colony in 1892 and 1891 is shown in the following table :— 


—— No. Tonnage. 
1892 - - - . - 57 3,593 
1891 - - - - - 70 4,506 


33. Some idea of the relative importance of shipping and 
commerce in 1892 and 1891 for Singapore and Penang may be 
gathered from the following Returns :— 


SHIPPING (EXOLUSIVE OF Native CrarFr). 


Singapore. 
1892 - 8,257 vessels, measuring 6,462,023 tons, 
1891 - 8,339  ,, ra 6,613,257 ,, 
Penang. 
1892 - 5,923 vessels, measuring 3,260,522 tons, 
1891 - 5,917 i » 3,501,813 ,, 


I 77160. 
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TRADE. 
Singapore. 
$ 
1892 » . - = 204,820,511 
1891 ~ ° - - 194,737,695 
Penang. 
$ 
1892 - - - - 85,096,394 
1891 : - - - 81,777,899 


34. Out of the decrease in the revenue of $3,851, light dues 
decrease by $2,376. In this item of revenue, Singapore contri- 
buted an increase of $809, Malacca of $261, while Penang showed. 
a decrease of $3,446, 


LIGHTHOUSES, &c. 


35. Lighthouses, Jaunches, buoys, and beacons have been 
kept in an efficient condition. 


Pusriic HEALTH. 


36. The general health of the Colony for 1892 has been fairly 
good, the vital statistics showing a decline in the general 
mortality as compared with those of former years, and this despite 
the fact that smallpox prevailed in all the Settlements, more 
especially in Penang and Province Wellesley, where it was almost 
epidemic. 

Cholera.—With the exception of three sporadic cases in the 
Singapore Gaol, no case of this disease occurred throughout the 
Settlements, though seven deaths are recorded from this cause 
amongst passengers landed at the Quarantine Station on St. John’s 
Island. 


Chichen-pox and Measles were not, perhaps, more prevalent 
than usual, 


Beri-beri appears to be on the decline, and the mortality 
from this cause is considerably lower than it has been in recent 
years. 


Hydrophobia.—Not one case of this disease is reported from 
any of the Settlements, showing beyond dispute the value of the 
stringent regulations relating to the ownership and custody of 
dogs. 
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The District Officer, Dindings, reports that his district has been ._ Stairs 


exceptionally healthy throughout the year, particularly the new 1892. 


town of Lumut, and that malarial fever (which was formerly ais 
unhappily so prevalent in the district) was almost unknown. 


37. Appended are tables showing— d 
A.—Crude birth and death rates. 
B.—Special death-rate (racial). 


C.—Deaths due to the more important specific infec- 
tious diseases, 


A,—Crude Birth-rate. 


Ratio per Mille. 


Settlement. 
1892. 1891. 

Singapore 3 - 18°02 16°20 

Penang - - - 19°33 18°35 

Province Wellesley - 30°17 29°48 

Dindings - ~ 28°76 31°80 

Malacca - - 39°09 29°83 

A.— Crude Death-rate. 
Ratio per Mille. | 
Settlement. 

1892. | 1891. 

Singapore - - - 80°45 34°9 
Penang - ~ - - 33°13 40°29 
Province Wellesley - e 30°43 31°88 
Dindings - - - 21°07 29°39 
Malacca : * 2 30°14 29°16 


“G68L 
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B— Special Death-rate (Racial). 


Europeans. | Eurasians. | Chinese. | Malays. | Indians. Other. Nationalities. 
Settlement. Ratio per Mille. Ratio per Mille. | Ratio per Mille. | Ratio per Mille. Ratio per Mille. Ratio per Mille. 
1892. 1891. 1892. 1891. 1892. 1891. 1892. 1891. 1892. 1891. 1892, 1891. 

Singapore - - 14°84 12°75 20°89 35°66 30°73 37-60 33°03 33°11 29°62 25°82 32°99 36°03 
Penang - 17°27 30°59 32°16 26°92 35°38 48°25 21°90 29°43 34°19 37°50 66°04 29°66 
Province Wellesley - me 13°8 15°68 14°76 30°33 32°01 23°64 27°08 57°37 61°06 76°23 25°12 
Dindings - - — — — -- 34°33 54°32 18°79 20°81 ~ 31°49 — 
Malacca -| 17°69 8°84 41°92 39°03 87°40 45°77 27°68 24°43 40°92 33°59 68°48 109°58 
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: Sraaits 
C.—Deaths due to the more important Specific Infectious We skid 
Diseases 


Small-pox. Cholera, Beri-beri. 
Settlement, tay) hee 

1892, 1891. 1892. | 1891. 1892. | 1891. 
Singapore - ° . el 22 14 7 58 229 362 
Penang : - : 181 11 _ 37 50 88 
Province Wellesley . . 121 21 _ 42 47 31 
Dindings - . . . — _- _ _ _ _ 
Malacca - a fess - 8 9 ~ 85 56 101 


38. The following table gives the number of patients treated 
in all Government hospitals, and of the deaths among them, 
during 1892, as compared with 1891 :— 


Number of Patients Percentage of Deaths 
treated. Number of Deaths. $0 Total treated. 


FI ° 

fg > | phat: 

F| | ¢% E| 3s | 3 

= zi = <3] Zi Fe 
1892 - © ° 809 | 21,822 | 22,681 $1 2,220 2,251 3°83 10°17 | 9°94 


1891 - . ce 944 | 22,176 | 23,120 43 2,710 | 2,758 | 4°55 12°2% | 11°90 


I 
ee 


39. The number of patients treated and the deaths that 
occurred in hospital in each of the Settlements were as follows :— 


Settlement. Total treated. | Deaths. 
Singapore - - - ° 10,573 891 
Fenang and the Dindings - - 6,388 764 
Province Wellesley - - 2,340 418 
Malacca - - . 3,381 178 


er 
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40. The numbers in the Leper Hospital, Singapore, and Leper 


ics aaa Asylum, Penang, during 1891 and 1892, were as follows :-— 


1892. 


1891. 1892, 
§ a d 
Hospitals. j ro 
g3 2 B56 a 
= xs i) 
FH 3 4 a gs3 3 
na +4 mn 0 
g/2)s8| 28] 2 | a laze! & 
) A |A a oO A |A hol 
—} oes 
Leper Hospital . | 155 49 49 57 165 83 100 82 
i 
Leper Asylum, Pulau Jerejak -| 353 | 123 | — | 280 | 475 | 123 | — | 353 


BANKRUPTCY ORDINANCE, 


41. The total number of receiving orders made and proceeded 
with during the year is shown in the following table :— 


-—_—, 


— No. of Proceedings. No. of Debtors. 


In Singapore > - - 41 
In Penang - - : - 9 
In Malacca - - - - —_ 

Total - : 50 


In 1891 the number of the proceedings was 59, and the 
number of debtors 76. 


Liabilities according to the debtors’ estimates amounted ta 
$667,305, as against $2,687,114 in 1891, and the proofs lodged 
with the Official Assignee gave a total of $668,242, as ayainst 
$3,903,062 in 1891, 


During the year a committee of the Legislative Council sat 
to enquire into the working of the Ordinance, and their report 
was laid before the Legislative Council during the beginning of 
the current year. 


It may be remarked that in the Colony the chief difficulty 
which has to be overcome in the realization of Chinese bankrupt 
estates is the collection of debts due to the bankrupts in foreign 
ports, and this is a difficulty which practically cannot be remedied 
by legislation. 
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REGISTRATION OF JOINT-STOCK COMPANIES. 


42. Four joint-stock companies were registered at Singapore 
during the year 1892, witha total nominal capital of $665,000, 
while three companies went into voluntary liquidation, The 
amount of fees collected was $420. 


At Penang no companies were registered, 


METEOROLOGY. 


43. The following statement shows the temperature of the air 
at each of the Settlements during the year :-—— 


teeta | Maximum. | Minimum. | Mean. 

Fuhr. Fahr. Fahr. 

Singapore - - - - 86°8 73°5 79°4 
Penang - ~ - - - 88°1 74°6 80°3 
Province Wellesley - - - 93°1 73°4 81°2 
Malacca - - - - 88°8 68-0 78°3 


44, Returns of rainfall for the whole year were received from 
49 stations in the Colony. The heaviest rainfall was in Singapore, 


The following table shows the mean total rainfall at eacl of 
the Settlements, the maximum and minimum rainfall registered 
in one month, and the maximum in 24 hours :—~ 


Seitement, | total nainta. | Mister zal | Maloun nal (Mes zal 
Inches, Ins. Ins. Inches. 
Singapore - ° 99°70 Dec. - 21°03 Feb. = 0°84 9°30 
Penang - . 93°99 Oct. - 19°06 | Jan. - 0°35 5°40 
se Welles- 75°05 May. - 14°65 Jan. - 0°05 5°25 
Malacca . 78°35 Aug. - 26°35 July - 0°25 10°00 
Dindings «- - 99°09 May. - 18°22 Mar. - 1°79 5°80 
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PoLicE AND CRIME. 


45. The following table shows the strength and distribution of 
the Police Force in 1892 :— 


Native Contin- 


Sikh Contin- 
Europeans, gent. gent. 
3 3 % 
8 § 8 
Settlement. B 4 a Total. 
a Ac rel 
Ca 8. ci 
s | £8 Eg FE 
Soe toa ga fb oarltee 
2 rs] Al Ee r= S r= 
=| 6° o Cle) Gs) 6° ® 
‘o) Z a Z | A = 
Singapore - 13 6 80 64 700 105 924 
Penang - 17 4 24 71 689 73 884 
Malacca - ° 5 2 —_ 380 226 34 301 
Grand total - 35 12 54 165 1,615 16 212 2,109 


A reduction in the strength of the force in Malacca of 
8 corporals and 27 constables was made in consequence of the 
closing of certain country stations. 

The Chinese contingent, which was introduced in Singapore 
in 1890, has not proved a success, and consequently the vacancies 
caused by dismissals, &c. have not been filled up. 

One hundred and ninety-four (194) men were dismissed from 
the force during the year for police offences, and 113 were sent 
for trial before the magistrates. 

Twenty-four thousand three hundred and eighty-seven (24,387) 
cases were arrested during the year, as against 25,400 in 1891. 
Thirteen thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight (13,858) offences 
were reported to the Police, as against 12,828 in 189], of which 
4,033 remained undiscovered. A large proportion of the reports 
made at police stations are of a most trivial nature, and many of 
them are either untrue or gross exaggerations. 

Seventeen (17) reports of culpable homicide were made at 
police stations. ‘Twelve (12) cases of murder were sent for trial, 
and 9 of gang robbery. There were 13 cases of gang robbery 
reported to the police, several of which, in Singapore, were cases 
of robbery, but certainly not of “gang robbery.” The actual 
number of cases of gang robbery was 9, viz., 2 in Singapore, 
6 in Penang, and 1 in Malacca. 

The Colony has been free from serious disturbances of any 
kind. 


JUDICIAL. 


46. The following tables contain returns for 1891 and 1892, of 
the cases dealt with by the Supreme Court on the Civil and 


367 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 25 
Criminal sides, by the Courts of Requests, and by the Police | Stars 
d- Mar; Maristtates : SETTLEMENTS: 
an nrine agis rates :-— 1892, 
1891. 1992, 
Supurue CcuRr. No. of Prisoners, No, of Prisoners. 
Criminal Side. 7 
Singa- | Pe- Ma- Singa- | Pe- Ma- 
pore. | nang. | lacca. | Total. more nang. | lacca, | Lotal. 


1. Culpable homicide : 
Convicted - : 
Acquitted - - 


2. Culpable homicide not 
amounting to murder: 


Convicted - ° 
Acquitted - . 
3. Attempt to murder: 
Convicted - : 
Acquitted - - 


4. Voluntarily causing grie- 
vous hurt: 


Convicted - . 
Acquitted - . 
5. Unnatural offences : 
Convicted - . 
Acquitted - - 


6. Other offences against 
person : 


Convicted = - 
Acquitted 


7, Gang robbery: 


Convicted - - 
Acquitted 


3. The, housebreaking, 
eC, 3 


Convicted - - 
Acquitted - = 


9. Other offences against 
property : 


Convicted - - 
Acquitted - : 
10. Miscellaneous offences : 
Convicted - - 
Acquitted - - 


Convicted + 
Total f 
Acquitted - 


Grand total - . 


I 77160. 
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Civil Actions, 1891. Civil Actions, 1892. 
SupreME Court. (aes Coslaco 
sus) Ce Com- Debt or mised, | Adjudi- Com- Debt or mised, | Adjudi- 
Civil Side. 7 : y ; : ; 
Pending. Damages Dis- Pending. |Pending. Damages Dis- Pending. 
menced. ehaead: m oh cated. menced. claimed. | Miss ed, | cated. 
c. &e. 
a a a aN 
8 & 
Singapore - - - 936 1,630 2,780,568 870 1,295 401 401 1,389 1,890,358 582 721 487 
Penang - - - 690 1,071 2,168,685 595 595 571 571 1,014 2,229,157 649 551 885 
Malacca’ - - - 69 161 89,550 89 82 59 59 118 42,531 50 81 46 
Total - - | 1,695 2,862 5,038,803 1,554 1,972 1,031 1,031 2,521 4,162,046 1,281 1,353 918 


Seresescecen Me Le a EAR ete ane ach SA gy ed es: 
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ee ee ee STRAITS 
Lie : SETTLEMENTS. 
Probate and Administration. 1892. 


1891. 1892. 


Amount. 


Amount. 


$ $ 
Singapore - - 114 703,788 134 786,614 
Penang - - - 457 354,730 576 928,535 
Malacca - So - 61 118,975 47 752,204 
Total - - 632 1,177,443 57 2,467,353 


: POLICE AND 1891. 1892. 
MARINE Se ee ee SS 
M st dag : 3 < 
OURTS. Con- 3 3 Con- 3 
iom- | .+ Com- |; & 3 
No.of | mitted ome Ge Sea wre 
Offenders or, |pound| ‘3 oa ir bound| a 
dealt with. Trial. 2 SI S Trial Be.) = s 
over. A 5 & over rat 5 & 


Singapore -| 128 17,257 | 4,974 — |22,359) 133 16,802 | 5,262 | —° | 22,197 
Penang -| 158 17,194] 6,648 107 {24,102} 209 15,513 | 7,338 | 170 | 23,280 
Malacca - 25 1,794 985 nan 2,754) 32 1,575 781} — | 2,385 

Total - | 306 $6,245 | 12,557 107 |49,215| 374 33,890 | 18,381 | 170 | 47,815 


eet yn nn nS nn SU 


1891. 1892. 
Courts OF REQUESTS. 

Sykes 50. Number Amount of Number Amount of 

(Jurisdiction up to $50.) a Debtor of Debt or 
Cases. Damages. Cases. Damages. 

e. $ Cc. 

Singapore - - 4,426 58,936 74 4,782 59,726 15 
Penang - - - 3,829 45,799 963 3,296 43,054 184 
Province Wellesley - 753 13,496 57 846 16,698 54 
Malacca - - - 1,338 13,656 44 816 9,718 13% 
Total ~ . 10,346 | 181,889 714 9,740 |129,197 1 
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INQUESTS. 


47. Return of Inquests held in the Colony of the Straits 
Settlements during the year 1892 :— 


Penang : 
Verdict. Singapore. and oe Malacca. Total. 
Dindings. y: 
Homicide, culpable - 8 11 5 7 31 
" justifiable - — 1 _— — l 
“ by mis- 

‘adventure - - 1 1 — _ 2 
Suicide - - 10 18 24 1 53 
Death in pursuance of 

judicial sentence - —- 2 — - 2 
Natural causes, acci- 

dental, &c. - - 152 37 48 22 259 
Found dead, causes 

unknown, &c. - 32 12 11 10 65 

Total - - 203 82 88 40 413 
PRISONS. 


48. The health of the prisoners in the three Settlements was good 
during the year, although the death-rate at Singapore was rather 
heavy during the very wet weather towards the end of the year. 
The number of deaths was, at Singapore 39 and at Penang 7, 
while at Malacca there were none. Three suicides occurred in 
the Penang prison, and two convicts escaped, one of whom was 
re-captured. There were two executions at Penang in October. 
The Inspector of Prisons in his annual report, speaking of the 
Singapore prison, where all prisoners sentenced to more than six 
months’ imprisonment are sent, reports as follows :— 

‘“There has been no suicide, no serious assault, no escape 
during the year, the daily average of prisuners decreased con- 
siderably towards the close of the year, and offences are fewer in 
proportion to the number in prison.” 

The number of prisoners in the Singapore prison on the 
31st December 1892, was 890. 

(Signed) W. E. MAxwe t, 
Colonial Secretary. 


Singapore, 10th April 1893. 
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No, 66. 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1891. 


(For Report for 1890 see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 21.) 


ee ren er aN ESS amen 


Presented to both Wouses of Parliament by Command of Ber Majesty. 
February 1893. 


LONDON: 
PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE, 


BY EYRE AND SPOTTISWOODE, 
PRINTERS TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


And to be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from 
EYRE anp SPOTTISWOODE, Bast HARDING STREET, FLEET STREET, E.C,, anc 
82, ABINGDON STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W.; or 


JOHN MENZIES & Co., 12, HANOVER STREET, EDINBURGH, and 
90, West NILE STREET, GLASGOW; or 


HODGES, FIGGIS, & Co., LIMITED 104, GRAFTON STREET, DUBLIN, 


1898. 


[C.—6857.-16.] 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. | Colony. Year. 
soe a ae EP SE ees ee, Pe eS 5 Ae 
30 | Ceylon - : - - : »| 1889 
31 | Lagos - - - - - - *. 
32 | Lagos - - - - - - | 1890 
33 | Ceylon - = A . = - ¥. 
34 | Newfoundland’ - ° - ‘ . ” 
35 | Jamaica - ~ - - - - | 1889-91 
36 | Victoria - - - - - - 1890 
37 | British New Guinea - - - - | 1890-91 
38 | St. Vincent - - - - -| 1891 
39 | Bermuda - - > * - ‘ ” 
40 | Seychelles and Rodrigues - - - |1889 and 
1890 
4t Gambia - ~ - - - - 1891 
42 | Barbados - - - - - - wn 
43 | Turks Islands - - - . - is 
44 | Bahamas - - - - - - sé 
45 | Fiji - - . - - - 1890 
46 | Seychelles - - - - 1891 
47 | British Bechuanaland - « - | 1980-92 
48 | Malta - - o - - | 1890 and 
1891 
49 | Gibraltar - - - - -| 1891 
50 | Falkland Islands - - - - - ie 
51 | Leeward Islands - - - - - ss 
52 | Grenada - - - - - - 3 
53 | St. Lucia - - : - - - is 
54 | Labuan - “ . - > - " 
55 | British Guiana - - . e : 
56 | Zululand - - - - - - Pe 
57 | Maaritius - ° - - - - . 
58 | Lagos - : ° - - - in 
59 | Straits Settlements . - - . « 
60 | Ceylon - - . - rs = 
61 | Natal - - - - - - | 1891-92 
62 | Basutoland - ~ - - - a. 
63 | St. Helena - - - - -{| 1891 
64 | Sierra Leone - - - - - 3 
65 | Jamaica - - : - - - | 1891-92 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


No. Colony. Subject. 
es SSE eee ne nee ee Sen eee ee ee 


1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand - > - | Forests 
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No. 66. 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 


[For Report for 1890, see Colonial Report (Annual) No, 21.] 


Sir F. Naprer Broome to the Marqugss or Ripon. 


My Lorp, Government House, December 12, 1892. 

I nave the honour to forward the Trinidad and Tobago 
Blue Book for the year 1891, which has unavoidably been delayed 
to this very late date by the great and exceptional pressure upon 
the Government Printing Office, arising out of the Judicial 
Inquiry Commission, the Registry of the Supreme Court Com- 
mission, the Census, and other heavy work, 


2, I assumed this Government on the 19th of August 1891, 
and was thus only four months and a half in office during the year 
under review. As during this period I was necessarily employed 
chiefly in acquainting myself with the business affairs and circum- 
stances of the Colony, this report will not be so full as I hope to 
make the next. I now proceed with some remarks under the 
ugual headings, 


Taxes and Duties. 


3. No new general taxes were imposed during 1891, but in 
order to adjust the account kept between the planters and the 
Government of the expenditure incurred upon Indian immigration, 
it became necessary to increase the special export duty on sugar, 
rum, cocoa, and coffee, as follows :— 


Sugar, on every 1,000 Ibs., an increased «luty of 3d, 


Rum, ” ” 100 galls,, ” » 4d. 
Cocoa > » ” 100 Ibe., ” ry) 1 d, 
Coffee, » ” 100 Ibs., ” ” 1 d, 


No change was made in the Immigration Tax of one shilling 
per thousand levied on cocoanuts, 


4. The schedule of fees authorised to be received in the various 
departments remained the same as in 1890, 


I 74830. Wt. 10230. 
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Revenue and Expenditure. 


The revenue of 1891 was 492,7841. 6s. 11d. and the expen- 
diture 501,8831. 11s. 9d., showing an excess of disbursements over 
receipts amounting to 9,0991. 4s. 10d. Owing, however, to cash 
previously in hand, about 10,565/. of surplus and available funds 
remained in the Treasury on the 31st of December. On my 
arrival here, at the end of August, I was assured that the Govern- 
ment had 60,000/. surplus in hand, and I was under that impres- 
sion when, on the 22nd of September, I consented to an appro- 
priation of 3,0002 for the representation of the Colony at the 
Chicago Exhibition. An examination of the finances soon 
showed that nothing like 60,000/. of surplus cash existed. 


6. The revenue exceeded the estimate by 4,319/. 16s. 11d. and 
was 24,2241, 14s. 7}d., in excess of the receipts of 1890. The 
principal items contributing to this increase were :— 


— Reesgt in| esis in | aera 

£& £& & 
Customs - - ° - 185,222 193,440 8,218 
Court Fees, &c. - - 9,266 13,979 4,713 
Reimbursements in aid - - - 11,643 26,330 14,687 
Asphalt Dues - = -| 26,744 31,988 5,244 


Se 


but there was a falling off in the receipts under the following 
heads :— 


—- Resints in | Bencizte it | Taerem. 
a 
2 Ps | 2 
Excise - - - > - 154,871 148,773 | 6,098 
Post Office - “ ~ > 7,782 7,461 271 
Miscellaneous receipts - - - 3,394 2,220 1,174 
Land sales - > - - 10,782 7,927 2,855 


See, Bee SET IE Ao 2S RNa 2 | Win Geta ee” wae ae 
7. The apparently large increase in the receipts under the head 
of reimbursements in aid was caused by nominal entries of 9,7972. 
for the transport train and 4,5665/. for hospital stores figuring in 
the 1891 receipts. 
8. The expenditure exceeded the estimate by 19,8582. 7s, 11d, 
and exceeded the actual disbursements of 1890 by 26,6391. 6s. 10d. 
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This increased expenditure occurred principally under the follow- 7*!*?4” 
ing heads :— 'TOBago. 
ae = 1891. 
Service. Tespenriiaee| Teepged tee) Tucrehad: a 
Fe eee SO RR ia ens Pileere spires Ae ct SM ae! pay 2s > ell a de Se 
Charges on account of Public Debt - , 34341 35.387 546 
Pensions - - - - 10,479 10,959 480 
Immigration - - : - 18,347 24,777 6,430 
Customs - - - 11,362 16,546 5,184 
Crown Lands and Survey Department - 7,246 8,963 1,717 
Judicial - - - - 22,634 28,718 1,084 
ERducation - : - - 30,893 37,296 6,403 
Police - - - - 39,167 42,636 3,469 
Prisons - - - - - 12,050 13,259 1,209 
Railway - - - - 41,577 43,517 1,940 
Miscellaneous - - - - 10,425 13,643 8,218 
Military Department - - - 5,186 6,772 1,586 
Public Works Department —- . 7,267 8,608 1,842 


9. I append a statement of the Revenue and Expenditure of 
the last 10 years. 


Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ £ 
4882 - - - - 400,936 406,153 
1883 - - - - 419,573 433,017 
1834 - - ° - 435,381 420,569 
1885 - ° = - 398,100 413,785 
1886 - ° - - 425,896 412,167 
1887 - - . 456,167 424,594 
(888 - * : : 457,814 440,686 
4889 - - cS = 453,275 463,221 
3890 ' a . i 468,559 475,244 


389) = = - 492,784 501,884 
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10. On the 31st December 1891 the Assets and Liabilities of. 
the Colony amounted respectively to 323,8141, and 306,1517. 
showing a balance in favour of the Colony of 17,6631 


Public Debt. 


11. The Public Debt at the end of 1891 stood at 520,4207. 
debentures to the amount of 11,900/. having been redeemed 
during the year. Though the debt only commenced to accumulate 
in 1874 a sum of 106,5380/. has been already repaid. 


12. No fresh loan was issued during the year, but advances 
were made by the Crown Agents to the amount of 56,0002. on 
account of the Public Works and Road Loan of 100,000/. authorised 
by the Ordinance No. 9 of 1890, but not issued on account of the 
unfavourable condition of the market. This loan has since been 
taken up at an average price of 102/. 3s. 9d. per cent. 


Legislation. 


13. Twenty-five Ordinances were enacted during the year. 
‘These were :— 


No, 1. To repeal the Ordinance No. 24 of 1875 intituled, 
“‘ An Ordinance to amend No. 6 of 1870,” intituled 
“ An Ordinance with regard to Education.” 


2. For the suppression of certain practices during the 
Carnival. 


3. To commute for a fixed sum certain charges heretofore 
payable by the Mayor and Burgesses of the borough 
of San Fernando in respect of education, vaccination 
public hospitals, and relief of the poor. 


4. To vest the San Fernando almshouse in Her Majesty 
the Queen. 


5. To amend the Law regulating the distillation of rum. 
and other spirits. 


To further amend “The Civil Service Widows’ and 
Orphans’ Fund Ordinance, 1890.” 


7. To enable the Registrar of the Supreme Court to 
undertake the office of Marshal. 


8. To amend “ The Post Office Ordinance, 1890.” 


9. To amend the Ordinance No. 31 of 1890, intituled 
« An Ordinance to amend the Road Extension and 
Public Works Loan Ordinance, 1890.” 


10. To amend “ The Building Societies Ordinance, 1890.” 


No. 11 
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. To declare the powers of Stipendiary and other justices 
of the peace in cases affecting Crown Lands and to 
make further provisions in relation thereto. 


12. To amend “The Elementary Education Ordinance, 


1890.” 


13. To amend “The Tobago Fire Ordinance, 1890.” 


14, To empower the Governor to order the transfer of 


children detained in Industrial and Reformatory 
Schools to Hospitals or Asylums, 


15, For the Incorporation of * The People’s Bank of Trinidad 


(Limited and Co-operative),” 


16. To further provide for the constitution of a volunteer 


force, 


17. To extend the powers of the engineer and general 


superintendent of the Trinidad Government Railway 
in prosecutions for breaches of the byelaws of the 
said railway, 


18, Supplemental Appropriation Ordinance, 1890. 
19, To amend “ The Lunatics Ordinance, 1877,” in its 


20. 


21. 


22, 


aplication to Tobago, 


To amend “ The Criminal Law Amendment Ordinate, 
1889.” 


To extend the powers of The Public Works and Road 
Loan Board.” 


To enable the Governor to jssue Commissions of Inquiry 
with special powers. 


23. To consolidate and amend the Law as to the Marriages 


24. 


25 


and Divorces of Indian Immigrants, 


For raising funds in aid of Immigration for the year 
1892. 


. Appropriation Ordinance, 


14. Ordinances Nos, 3 and 4 were passed with the object of 
affording to the borough of San Fernando relief from certain 
charges for education, hospitals, and paupers which Lord Knuts- 
ford concurred with my predecessor, Sir William Robinson, in 


thinking 


might equitably be borne by the general revenue. 


15, Ordinance No. 5, amended the Law relating to distilleries 
in some minor matters, and defined more clearly the responsibility 
of the distiller for rum in transit in his custody from the distillery 
to the excise warehouse. Cuses had arisen in which it was fouad 
impossible to recover the duty on rum supposed to have been stolea 
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in such transit, and it became necessary to fix the responsibility, 
as has been done, on the distiller. Since the date of this 
legislation, a comprehensive codified Excise Law has been enacted 


16. By Ordinance 12 amendments were made in the Elementary 
Education Ordinance of 1890, providing for the establishment of a 
separate Education Board for Tobago, creating an intermediate 
class of teachers between pupil teachers and third-class certificated 
teachers, authorising the retention by the school managers of the 
fees paid by the scholars, raising the compulsory average daily 
attendance from 25 to 40, and giving the Board of Education: 
greater power in the matter of the establishment of schools for 
Indian children and in districts where the compulsory average 
daily attendance cannot be reached. Our education system works 
with friction and difficulty, and I think it well worth considering 
whether the assisted elementary schools, which are the chief 
problem, could not best be administered by dividing the grant on 
a census basis among the denominations, leaving each to carry on 
their own schools in their own way and on their own responsibility, 
subject to the necessary Government rules and inspection. 


17. Ordinance No. 16 was enacted with the object of placing 
the Volunteer Forces on a more permanent and organised footing. 
It provides that all future members of the force must undertake to 
serve for a period of three years, power being reserved to grant 
discharges in certain cases. 


18. The most important Ordinance enacted during the year was 
No. 23 “ ‘To consolidate and amend the Law as to the Marriages and 
Divorces of Indian Immigrants.” It affects the interests of one- 
third of the population, and it received very careful consideration. 
It is to be hoped that this measure will tend to remedy social evil 
and consequent crime among the Indian immigrants. 


Political Franchise. 


19. The following return will show the position of the three 
municipalities to which charters have been granted. 


nnn EEE SEEsESE SS SERRE 


‘ Votes 
Revenue, ea aa Debt, No. of recorded 
Borough. 891, i881, ° Electors. at last 
Election. 


£ £ £ 
Port of Spain + - - 23,726* 23,050 33,800 628 84 
San Fernando - - : 5,807 5,155 = 105 67 
Arima . . - - 1,250 1,237 167 82 82 


eee a 
* 6.5007, being proceeds of a loan. 


20. It will be seen that, except in the recently created borough 
of Arima, where special reasons existed last year for exceptional 
activity, the burgesses do not appear to take the general interest 
in electoral proceedings which might be expected. 


Councils. 


21. Colonel Alexander Man ‘took his seat on the 3rd of 
September as a member of the Executive Council in virtue of his 
appointment as Commandant of the local forces in the place of 
Lieut-Colonel McInnis transferred to British Guiana; and in the 
Legislative Council Mr. A. P. Marryat was appointed on the 22nd 
of September to represent the Ward Unions of Cinaguanas, Couva, 
and Montserrat in the place of the late Mr. George Fitt. 


Civil Establishment. 


22. Sir William Robinson’s term of office expired during the 
year, and, as previously stated, his Excellency was succeeded in 
the Government on the 19th day of August by myself. In the 
interval which elapsed between the departure of the late 
Governor on the 30th of July and my arrival, and again during 
my absence on vacation leave from the 24th of September to the 
11th of November , the Government was administered by the 
Colonial Secretary, Mr. H. Fowler. 


23. Other changes in the chief departments of Government 
occurred during the year. 


24. By a rearrangement of offices, Mr. D. B. Horsford, the 
Marshal, was appointed to the office of Registrar-General, and 
the duties of the Marshal were transferred to Mr. C. H. Phillips, 
Registrar of the Supreme Court and Registrar in Bankruptcy. 


25. Colonel J. A. Man assumed the command of the Incal 
forces in the place of Lieut.-Colonel McInnis, promoted to British 
Guiana. 


26. Mr. R. G. Bushe was appointed Inspector of Schools in 
the place of Mr. R. J. L. Guppy, retired on a pension, and the 
office. of second master of the Royal College thus rendered vacant 
was filled by the appointment of Mr. W. Burslem. 


27. Mr. T. C. Rayner was appointed to the office of Stipendiary 
Justice of the Peace for San’ Fernando, &c. in succession to 
Mr, A. Child promoted to St. Lucia. 


28. Inspector Owen, Sub-Inspector Brierly, and Sergeant-Majo 
Giblan received promotion in consequence of the retirement on a 
pension of Mr. R. H. FitzSimons, the Senior Inspector of Police 
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and the strength of the force was increased by the addition of six 
sergeants, superintendent, and six sergeants baa the Royal Irish 
Constabulary, 


29. On the promotion of Mr. G. W. Dickson to British Guiana 
the office of Assistant Director of Public Works was abolished. 


30. Mr. J. Dickson was appointed a supernumerary Govern- 
ment Medical Officer, and Mr, G, F. Bowen Secretary to the 
Board of Education, 


Pensions. 


31. The following additions were made to the pension list during 
the year :— 


& & a 
Mr. R. L. Guppy, Inspector of Schools - 500 0 O 
Mrs. McCahe, Matron, Colonial Hospital - 99 3 6 
Mr. J, R. Marquez, French and Bpaniee, sant: 

Queen’s Royal College ° 83 6 8 
Mrs. Priscilla Huggins, Diataiant Superintendent, 

House of Refuge - 20 0 0 
Mr. A. B. Cuffy, Sub- esiionidt: Carapichaima 1310 3 
R. H. FitzSimons, Inspector of Police - - 500 0 0 
J. S. Edwards, Warder, Royal Gaol - - 3318 4 
F. Manuel, ies es lata Port of 

Spain - - - 23 8 9 
Sir H. Ludlow, Attorney General : - 250 0 0 
Mr. S. A, Isaacs, 2nd Messenger, Covlonial 

Secretary’s Department - : = 9613 4 


Additional Polise Superannuation Allowances - 175 10 54 


a. 


£1,725 11 34 


But the list was reduced by the death of the under- mentioned 


pensioners :— Lire oe 
Mr. M. Thomas - - - - 420 0 O 
Mr. S. Luard - - ° > - 49 3 4 
Mr. H. A. Fitt ~ ~ * - $14 5 9 
£783 9 1 
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Vital Statistics. 


32, The Census taken in the early part of the year proved that 
the estimate made in preceding years of the growth of the 
population was excessive, for the population was found to number 
only 200,028, as follows :— 


— | Males. Females. | Total. 
General population - ~ 65,521 64,297 129,818 
Indian population - - - 42,899 27,311 70,210 
108,420 91,608 200,028 


This represents a population of 115°75 to the square mile. 


33. The births numbered 7,678, the marriages 981, and the 
deaths 6,105. These were divided between the two sections of 
the community in the following proportions :-— 


emanthiiiende | Births. | Marriages. | Deaths. 


General population (mean 


131,741) - 5,083 892 3,948 
Indian population - - - 2,112 89 1,679 
7,195 981 5,624 


In addition to these births and deaths 481 still births were 
registered, 319 occurring among the general population and 162 
among the Indian. The percentage given by these figures 
are :— 


5 Still Persons 
Births. Births. Married, Deaths. 


General population - - = - 3°86 "24 1°35 2°99 


Indian population - = 3°0 "23 "25 2°38 
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Imports and Exports. 


34. The Imports of the year reached a value of 2,096,797/. 
and the Exports 2,058,761/., but if the value of the bullion and 
specie is not taken into account these figures are reduced to 


1,793,535/. and 1,716,8510. respectively. 


35. [ append a statement of the Imports and Exports of the 
last 10 years :— 


Imports. Exports. 

Year. Value, Value, 
Total exclusive of Total exclusive of 
Value. Bullion and Value. Bullion and 

Specie. Specie. 
1882 - - * 2,399,795 1,612,564 2,452,033 1,729,418 
1888s - . -| 2,663,022 | i,693,264 | 2,686,670 | 1,759,876 
1884—s«- - -| 8,083,870 | 1,881,903 | 2,769,727 | 1,581,092 
1885 = - > -| 2,241,478 | 1,512,814 | 2,246,664 | 1,539,243 
1886 - - 2,503,514 1,543,507 2,509,140 1,560,336 
1887 - al -}| 1,918,670 | 1,647,029 | 1,870,612 | 1,654,269 
1888 - - -{ 1,948,789 | 1,678,972 | 2,182,761 | 1,904,192 
1889 - - -| 2,093,932 | 1,679,944] 2,308,832 | 1,856,651 
1890 - - - 2,248,893 1,831,803 2,179,432 1,765,931 
1891s - - -| 2,096,797 | 1,793,535 | 2,058,761 | 1,716,851 


From this statement it will be seen that in addition to the 
falling off in the Imports and Exports of bullion and specie, 
there were decreases of 38,268. and 49,0802. in other articles of 
commerce. 


36. The principal articles which contributed to the decrease in 
the Imports were butter, leather, matches, cocoanut oil, lumber, 
coal, cocoa, dried fish, hides, live stock, salted meat, manure, 
patent fuel, and vegetable products unenumerated. 


37, Among the Exports there was a decrease in bitters, cocoa, 
hides, and molasses. 
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The following are the statistics of 1890 and 1891 as regards 
sugar and cocoa exported :— 


Cocoa, 
Years. Pounds. Value. 
£ 
VOCUS i es Seb, ah a te 21,552,592 531,025 
1891 - - = - - - - 16,188,493 439,786 
Sugar. 
Years. Pounds. Value. 
£ 
1890 - - - - - - - 115,239,227 630,815 
1891 - - - = - - - 101,601,371 662,789 


38. From the following 'statement of the quantities of the prin- 
cipal staples exported during the last 10 years, it will be seen 
that the crops of the year 1891 were considerably below those of 
1890. 


Sugar. | Molasses. Rum. Cocoa. 
Year. a a an rene 
Lbs. | Galls. Galls. Lbs. 
1882 - - - | 128,931,724 | 2,067,859 1,909 10,972,687 
1883 ‘ . - | 122,070,784 | 1,982,176 2,394 | 11,649,785 
1884 ~ - - | 186,552,804 | 2,245,650 43,581 12,098,770 
1885 . - - | 142,641,411 | 2,416,761 72,525 | 18,729,565 
1886 - - - | 108,523,940 | 2,220,288 16,181 17,913,037 
1887 - - = | 149,800,919 | 2,542,225 35,571 11,927,067 
1888 - - - | 122,491,220 | 1,948,569 | 97,974 | 21,852,312 
1889 - - - | 112,368,762 | 2,234,724 20,015 15,335,228 
1890 ‘ - | 115,239,227 | 2,024,884 20,469 | 21,552,593 
1891 : - - | 101,601,371 | 1,538,415 15,386 | 16,188,493 
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EN Year. Raw. Boiled. 
Lbs. No. Galls. 


Tons. 


1882 -| 38,204 30,760 = La 8,071,485 | 30,633 
1888 - | 40,822 38,145 ~ — 8,826,500 | 32,925 
1884 -| 14,960 <e 33,383 6,562 11,276,839 | 32,381 
1885  -| 20,270 _ 28,505 6,731 | 9,645,700 | 82,240 
1886 -| 20,052 35,671 30,255 5,416 | 9,013,200 | 35,355 
1887 - 8,380 43,099 35,070 8,027 | 7,365,295 | 35,143 
1688. = 4,480 52,028 40,792 11,236 {12,366,592 | 42,830 
1889 -| 29,774 78,124 66,565 11,559 {11,495,471 | 43,692 
1890 -| 12,597 78,841 68,201 10,640 12,739,904 | 43,266 
1891 - 8,325 95,990 85,958 10,834 [14,334,054 | 35,764 


39. As previously stated, there was an increased revenue 
derived from Customs Duties of 8,218/. The articles on which 
this extra duty was collected were, corn and oats, hardware, 
muskets and guns, malt liquor, opium, rice, rum, tea, brandy, gin, 
tobacco, and wines in wood. There were decreased receipts 
however from butter, earthenware, flour, leather, matches, cocoa- 
nut oil, and Jnmber. 

40. The revenue derived from the exports of asphalt from- the 
Pitch Lake continues steadily to increase, the receipts for 1891 
being 32,000/., or 5,3972 in excess of the previous year. 


Shipping. 
41, The shipping returns for the year are :— 
Snips ENTERED. 


BRItIisH. Forerien. TOTAL. 
| No. Tonnage. | No. Tonnage. | No. | Tonnage. 
Sailing Vessels - 590 57,983 1,485 92,240 2,075 150,223 
Steamers - 282 339,021 166 153,069 448 492,090 
Total - 872 897,004 1,651 245,309 2,523 642,313 


i 
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Snuires CLEARED. 


BritisH. ForeEIGn. TOTAL. 


Tonnage. 


Tonnage. | No. 


No. | Tonnage. | No. 


Sailing Vessels - | 558 42,839 | 1,477 96,372 | 2,035 | 138,711 
Steamers - -| 282 | 341,814 167 | 153,408 449 | 495,222 
Total -| 840 | 384,153 | 1,644] 249,780| 2,484] 633,933 


These show a total tonnage of 1,276,246, which is 624 tons 
less than that ef the vessels entered and cleared in 1890. 


Criminal Statistics. 


42, The following returns show the number of offences 
committed and convictions during the last 10 years :— 


Convictions. 
Year. Offences " In 
Magistrates’| Supreme Total. 
Courts. Court. 
1882 - - ° - 16,163 9,404 123 9,527 
1883 - - - - 17,705 9,132 114 9,246 
1884 - - - 16,802 10,212 152 10,374 
Tees" erase owe 14,862 9,855 120 9,975 
1886 - - - - 15,073 9,941 107 10,048 
1887 - . - - 14,083 8,888 85 8,973 
188s - - - - 16,677 8,534 118 8,652 
1889 - - - 14,305 9,717 108 9,825 
3890— se - - - 14,718 10,082 105 10,187 
1891 : ° - - 16,169 9,668 145 9,183 
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43. The following is a return of percentages of offences and 
convictions during 1881 and 1891 :— 


| Percentage of Convictions. 


Percentage 
of 
Year. Offences to . In 
ie lag key Magistrates’ | Supreme Total. 
4 Courts. Court. 
1881 ~ - - 10°88 5°86 °065 5°89 
1891 ” - - - 8°08 4°83 °072 4°91 


54. It will be observed that there was an increase in the 
number of convictions before the Supreme Court. A comparison 
of the figures with those of 1890 show that the increase under 
the heads of “Murder,” “ Offences against the person,” and 
«‘ Robbery with violence,” was as follows :— 


o s ‘ 
p 3. $igif# |2 1 
: 28 “Bie 2 |5 
2 aD fa @ , a a 
; es | £¢ | aa es 8 2 
Year. as P - i . ee | 8 
Bolt} Be ole enh |e Bowllie | ee Lee 
SO o Se 8 3 2 3 og of, = 
Sie a ze 3 r= 5 25 52 & ¢ 
ioe a go 5 DY c=) 25 = Zo 
oe s a+ =] PH a e) SA ae 
4 = |e a a a 
4800 isa = = 198 — 12 2 97 1 5 40 35 
56h) ip sees 4 1 a | 120 7 23 44 59 


45. The crime of wife murder, which occurs almost entirely 
among the Indian immigrants, continues on the calendar ; but it 
will be seen from the following return that the condition of things 
which formerly prevailed has improved :-— , 


— 1881. | 1882. | 1888, | 1884, | 1885. | 1886, | 1887. | 1888, | 1889. | 1890. | 1891. 


—$—$ 


Cases of wife murder - 4 5 1 4 9 - 2 - 2 2 2 


46. The number of prisoners in custody in the Royal Gaol on 
the 31st December 1891 was 463, being 50 more than the 
number in prison at the commencement of the year. The daily 
average number of prisoners for the year was 462, being 19 more 
than in 1890 and four more than the average of the preceding 


Ld 
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four years. This average was made up of 426 males and 36 
females. The daily cost of each prisoner was 1s. 23d., or, exclu- 
sive of the pay of the staff, 74d. The estimated value of the 
prisoners’ Jabour was 7,5701, and the total expenditure on 
prisons, inclusive of the steff, 10,465/. 


General Remarks. 


47, The health of the Colony in 1891 was good, and there was 
no outbreak of epidemic disease. 


48. The following were the transactions of the Railway and 
Savings Bank Departments in 1890 and 189! :— 


Railway, 
Year, oder . Goods Receipts. Total. 
£ £ £ 
1890 - - © - 32,585 19,487 52,072 
wool - - - 82,709 18,445 $1,154 
Savings Banks. 

raul Year. Deposits. Withdrawals. 
1 £ £ 
1890 - - - od - 120,094 103,769 
1891 - - - - - 111,398 115,417 


49. On the other hand there was no falling off in the receipts 
from land sales which reached the figure of 11,3012, being an 
increase of 5231. on the receipts of 1890. 

50. The immigrants, 685 in number, who returned to India 
by the ship “ Erne” in September, took back with them a sum of 
11,1102. 

51. The following were events of importance during 1891. 

52. A lamentalie fire occurred in Port of Spain early in the year 
in which 12 Venezuelans, visitors to the Island, lost their lives, 
The sympathy of the Colony was expressed by a special resolution 
of the Legislative Council. 

53. Shortly after my arrival, it became my duty to lay before 
your Lordship’s predecessor, in the strongest way, the state of 

I 74830. 
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things arising out of complaint which had been made regarding 
the administration of justice in the Supreme Court. 


The result was that the request of the Legislative Council for 
an inquiry was acceded to. As the Judicial Inquiry Commis- 
sion did not reach the Colony until 1892, I need not refer to it in 
this report. 

54. The Imperial War Department having made a claim upon 
the Colony for 40,0000. for the St. James Barracks and lands, I 
respectfully urged reasons why the claim, in my humble judgment, 
should not be made. The correspondence is still proceeding. 


55. The Legislative Council, in September, liberally voted 
1,000/. in aid of the sufferers by the hurricane at Martinique. 


56. In the same month, the Council expressed their approval 
of a scheme for the construction, as a private undertaking, of deep 
water wharves at Chaguaramas Bay, connected with Port of Spain 
by a line of railway 12 miles in length. The details of this 
scheme have since been the subject of lengthened consideration, 
and appear nearly settled. 


57. In December the Legislative Council and the Government 
accepted the terms proposed by the United States Government 
for the withdrawal of duties, amounting to about 15,C00J. a year, 
on certain American goods, in consideration of the admission of 
Trinidad sugar duty free to the United States. 


58. These are all the remarks I need make on the year 1891 
during which the industries and commerce of the Island pursued 
their way under some difficulty and depression, but with their 
accustomed energy anid enterprise, and wrested a fair reward from 
circumstances which, on the whole, were rather adverse than 
favourable. 


59. Trinidad offers the world chiefly sugar, cocoa, and pitch. 
Tracts of her rich soil wait the development which capital and 
labour can at once give, and in cocoa especially there are fortunes 
to be made, 


60. I append a Report by the Acting Commissioner of Tobago 
(Mr. T. C. Rayner) on the returns relating to that Island. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) F. Napier Broowe. 


ee 


COLONIAL REPORTS —ANNUAL. 19 


Report on the Tospaco BLUE Boox for 1891. 
1, Revenue and Expenditure. 


The total revenue during 1891 was 8,729. 17s. 24d., and the 
total expenditure was 8,783/. 2s. 7d., leaving a deficiency on the 
year of 531, 5s. 44d. 

As compared with 1890 the revenue shows an increase of 
732. 6s. 114d. and the expenditure a reduction ef 4701. 1s. 10d. 


2. Assets and Liabilities. 


The liabilities at the end of 1891 were 7151 3s. 4d. exclusive 
of the Publie Debt. 


3. Public Debt. 


There is a Public Debt of 5,000/, lent during 1890 by the 
Government of Trinidad for the purpose of carrying out several 
public improvements, including the making of roads and bridges, 
the building of a wharf and jetty, and thoroughly repairing the 
Government buildings. No part of this debt was paid off in 
1891, but 2772. 16s. 8d. was paid for interest, being the amount 
due for part of 1890 and the whole of 1891. 

At the end of 1891 there still remained 7871. 6s. 04d. of this 
loan unexpended. 


4. Public Works. 


During the year the sum of 9712 19s. 7d. was expended on 
public works. Of this sum 884/. 9s. Od. was spent on roads and 
bridges, 6102. 18s. 3d. of it being paid cut of the Trinidad loan 
and the balance of 273/. 10s. 9d. out of the general revenue. 

The sum of 871 10s. 7d. was expended out of the general 
revenue on repairs to public buildings. 


5. Legislation. 


During the year only two Regulations were passed by the 
Financial Board, one to make provision with respect to the tres- 
pass of animals, and the other a Supplementary Appropriation 
Regulaton. 


6. Civil Establishment. 


Dr. John Rhodes Dickson, Medical Officer of No. 3 District, 
received an appointment on the Trinidad Medical Staff, and 
Dr. R. W. C. Norman was appointed to succeed him in February 
1891, 

Mr, T. Newton Browne, Inspector of Police, was appointed 
Stipendiary Magistrate of the Windward District, and Mr. M. T. 
Pasea was appointed Inspector of Police and Supervisor of 
Excise in May 1891. 
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7. Pensions. 


During the year one addition was made to the pension list, 
Mr. Joseph Worall, formerly Second Revenue Officer, but lately 
Comptrollor of Customs of the Gold Coast Colony, retired from 
the public service in December 1890, and was granted a pension 
of 162. a year in respect of his former ‘Tobago services. 

One pensioner, Mr. Titzck, formerly Marshal and Postmaster, 
who received a pension of 1002. a year, died in August 1891. 

The total amount of the pension list is now 398/.. 18s, 2d. a 
year. 

8. Population, 


According to the census taken in 1891 the total population was 
18,353, being 8,640 males and 9,713 females. 

According to the census of 1881 the total population was 
18,051. There is therefore a small increase, 302, in the popula- 
tion since the last census. 

During 1891 there were registered 720 births and 499 deaths. 


9, Ecclesiastical. 


There are 30 places of worship distributed among the religious 
denominations as follows :— 


Cliurch of England - - - 12 with 2,730 sittings. 
Wesleyan Methodist ~ ~ 9 99 2,320 - 
Moravian - - S - § » 2,460 » 


Roman Cathclic—- - - 3 5 400 43 
Total - - - 30 7,910 


——- 

No grant is made from public funds to any religious organiza- 

tion, 
10. Education. 

According to the returns sent in there are 23 primary schools, 
with 2,526 scholars on the roll. 

Of the 23 schools, 18 receive Government aid, and the amount 
of the Government Education Grant for 1891 was 4801. 

Tne schools belong to the various religious denominations as 
follows :— 


Church of England - - 13 with 1,236 scholars. 
Wesleyan Methodist - ee Mee ee. 
Moravian - - - CaM eal nag 
Total - 23 2,526 
a ———e 


There are no Government schools in the Island. 


11. Imports and Exports. 


The gross value of the imports during 1891 is returnd at 
23,9441. as against 23,4031. in 1890. 
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From the Unied Kingdom imports were received to tlhe valae 
of 14,6337, as against 16,881/. in 1890. From the United States 
of America imports were received to the value of 1,232/. as against 
1,409/. last year. From the British West Indies, including British 
Guiana, the value of the imports was 8,060/. as against 5,108/. in 
1890. 

The trade of Tobago is thus shown to be mainly done with the 
United Kingdon, and, unlike some other of the West Indies, but 
little of it goes to the United States. 

The gross value of the exports during 1891 is returned at 
24,2417. as against 19,3717. in 1890. 

The staple export sugar rose in quantity from 1,129 tons in 1890 
to 1,332 tons in 1891, but fell in value from 12,7027. to 11,9932. 

Cocoa, which is now being extensively planted, and which it is 
hoped will soon become an important item in the exports, increased 
from 31 bags of the value of 1082 in 1890, to 125 bags of the 
value of 437/. in 1891. 


12. Shipping. 


During 1891, 93 vessels entered, of the aggregate tonnage of 
34,071; 28 of these vessels were steamers and 65 sailing vessels. 


12. Gaols and Prisoners. 


The total number of prisoners committed in 1891 were 48 men 
and 34 women, total 82, six being detained for safe custody, and 
76 for penal imprisonment. Of the latter 20 had been once 
previously convicted, 10 twice, and 10 three or more times : 
65 were committed for three months or less, 9 for more than three 
months but for less ihan a year, one for under five years, and 
one for more than five years. 

The health of the prisoners was good, only five being admitted 
to hospital, and there was only one death, which the coroner found 
to be from natural causes. 

There were two escapes, and only one recapture. 77 punish- 
ments were inflicted for breaches of prison discipline, four of which 
were floggings. 

The labour of the prisoners has been utilized in cleaning the 
streets and grounds attached to public buildings, in mending the 
streets and breaking stones, collecting and carrying firewood for 
the gaol and hospital, emptying latrines and digging graves for the 
burial of paupers. It has not been found possible, owing to the 


small number of prisoners, to introduce the working at trades in 
the gaol. 


14. Criminal Statistics. 


During 1891, 775 were brought before the Magistrates’ Courts. 
Of these three were committed for trial by the Supreme Court, 
507 were summarily convicted, and 265 were dismissed. 
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Sixty-two persons were sentenced to peremptory imprisonment 
and 27 to imprisonment in lieu of payment of a fine, or in default 
of finding sureties, and 396 were fined. 

The following shows the number of summary convictions for the 
chief classes of offences :— 


Assaults and other offences against the person - 56 
Malicious injuries to property = - - - 2 
Predial larceny - - - - - 36 

Offences against property other than malicious in- 
jury or predial larceny - - - 14 
Other offences - - - - - 399 
Total - - 507 


Six persons were tried in the Supreme Court, the three before 
pamed, and three others who had been committed for trial at the 
end of 1490 but were not tried till 1891. Of these, three were 
convicted, two were acquitted, and a noile prosequi was entered in 
the ease of the other. 

Comparing 1891 with previous years, there seems to be no 
substantial increase or decrease in crime. 


15. Hospitals. 


There is only one hospital in the island, which is at Scarborough. 
At the beginning of 1891 there were 15 patients in the hospital, 
120 were admitted during the year, 100 were discharged, and 23 
died, leaving 12 in the hospital at the end of 1891. 

The daily average in the hospital was 15:6. 

(Signed) TT. C. Rayner, 


Acting Commissioner. 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 

No. Colony. Year. 
42 Barbados - > - - - - 1891 
43 Turks Islands - - . z 2 bs 
44 Bahamas - - = s _ * x 
45 Fiji - si ? é - - 1890 
46 Seychelles - . * ts & 1891 
47 | British Bechuanaland - rt - - | 1890-92 
48 | Malta - - - - - - | 1890 and 

1891 
49 | Gibraltar - - - . 5 = 1 1Rel 
50 Falkland Islands - - ‘ « ‘. a 
51 Leeward Islands - - ‘ « é " 
52 Grenada - Pe = 4 w. e 8 
53 St. Lucia - 5 : : Z z ‘ 
54 Labuan - = ; > = E - 
55 British Guiana ss - - « 5 a 4 
56 Zululand - . ° a = = < 
57 Mauritius - = s é z ~ 
58 | Lagos - - “ 2 3 . . 
59 Straits Settlements “ 5 é z be 
60 | Ceylon - - - - m r Ee 
61 | Natal - “ - = = - | 1891-92 
62 Basutoland - a > . . 
63 | St. Helena - - - : at 1891 
64 Sierra Leone = = ‘ E = 2 
65 | Jamaica - - - : = . | 1891-92 
66 | Trinidad and Tobago “ " sf E 1891 
67 | Newfoundland ue " . z * 
68 | British New Guinea - - - - | 1891-92 
69 | Victoria - - - . . «#A~ GST 
7O | Rodrigues - - - - . . 
71 | Bermuda - - : . : - | 1892 
72 | Fiji - “ - - - -| 1891 
73 British Honduras - ~ i Z = - 
74 | Turks Islands - . . ¥ - | 1892 
75 Gibraltar - - = . = - . 
76 Bahamas - - A 2 z s i 
Ta Leeward Islands - : a ‘ Ss * 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


i 


No. Colony. Subject. 
SSeaE fee See see Ok Pe oe eS ene 
1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululane - . - | Forests. 
3 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 
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(For Report for 1891, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 66.) 


Sir F. Naprer Broome to the Marquess or RIPON. 


My Lorp, Government House, 18th May, 1893. 

I wAvE the honour, I am glad to say ata much earlier 
date than last year, to forward the Trinidad and Tobago Blue 
Book, and I proceed to make the following remarks under the usual 
headings, upon the Returns for 1892 :— 


Taxes and Duties, 


2. By Ordinance No. 3 of 1892, passed in January to bring 
the Customs Tariff into conformity with the Washington agree- 
ment with the United States Government, the following articles 
were admitted free of duty :— 


Beef and pork preserved in cans. 

Belting for machinery of leather, canvas or india-rubber. 

Boats and lighters. 

Bottles of glass or stoneware. 

Bran middlings and shorts. 

Bridges of iron or wood, or of both combined. 

Brooms, brushes, and whisks of broom straw. 

Candles, tallow. 

Carts, waggons, cars, and barrows with or without springs, 
for ordinary roads and agricultural use; not including 
vehicles of pleasure. 

Clocks, mantel! or wall. 

Copper, bronze, zinc, and lead articles plain and nickel 
plated for industrial and domestic uses, and for building. 

Oil meal. 

Crucibles and melting pots of all kinds, 

Fishing apparatus of ali kinds, 

Gas fixtures and pipes. 

Hay and straw for forage. 

Houses of wood, complete. 

India-rubber and gutta percha goods, including waterproof 
clothing made wholly or in part thereof. | 

I 77009. Wt. 10230. 
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ae, Medicinal extracts and preparations of all kinds, including 
proprietary or patent medicines, but exclusive of quinine, 
opium, ganga, and bhang. 

Paper of all kinds for printing. 

Paper of wood or straw for wrapping and packing, including 
surface coated or glazed. 

Photographic apparatus and chemicals, 

Printers’ ink, all colours. 

Printed matter in all languages. 

Printing presses, types, rules, spaces and all accessories for 
printing. 

Quicksilver. 

Rosin, tar, pitch, and turpentine. 

Salt. 

Sewing machines and all parts and accessories thereof. 

Ship-building materials and accessories of all kinds when 
used in the construction, equipment, or repair of vessels 
or boats of any kind, except rope and cordage of all kinds, 
including wire rope. 

Starch. 

Sulphur. 

Tan bark of all kinds, whole or ground. 

Telegraph wire, telegraphic, telephonic, and_ electrical 
apparatus and appliances of all kinds for communication or 
illumination. 

Varnish, not containing spirits. 

Wall papers. 

Watches, when not cased in gold or silver, and watch move- 
ments uncased. 

Water pipes of all classes, materials and dimensions. 

Wire foi fences with the hooks, staples, nails, and the like 
appliances for fastening the same. 

Yeast cake and baking powders. 

Zine, tin, and lead, in sheets, asbestos and tar paper for 
roofing. 


The duty on the following articles was reduced by one-half :— 


Boots and shoes. 

Bread and biscuit. 
Cheese. 

Lard and its compounds, 
Oleomargarine. 

Shooks and staves. 


The duty on the following articles was reduced by one- 
fourth :— 


Corn or maize. 
Corn meal. 
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Flour of wheat,* 

Lumber in rough or prepared for building. 
Petroleum and its products, crude or refined. 
Wheat. 


3. In order to reimburse the losses caused by these exemptions 
and reductions, a duty of 2s. per ton was imposed on coal, coke 
and patent fuel; a duty of 10s. each was imposed on oxen, bulls 
and cows; the ad valorem duty was fixed at 6/. for every one 
hundred pounds of value; and the following higher rates of 
duties were imposed :— 


s. d, 
Tobacco—Uumanufactured, the pound - saan oes 
Manufactured, the pound’ - 2/20 
Cigars and cigarettes, the pound - 5 0 

Run, for every gallon of the strength of proof as 
ascertained by Sykes’ hydrometer = - 7 6 


All other spirits, except methylated spirits, if not 
exceeding the strength of proof as ascertained 
by Sykes’ hydrometer, except tinctures admit- 
ted by the collector of customs for medicinal 
purposes only, the gallon - - - 10 0 

And for every degree of strength beyond that 
above specified, an additional duty of one 
penny the liquid gallon. 

Opium, the pound - : - - 15 0 

Wine in wood containing less than the following 
rates of proof spirit as verified by Sykes’ hydro- 


meter—22 degrees - - 010 
a Le, : - - ik. 2 

Malt liquors— 
In wood, the gallon - “ - = i 9 
In bottles, the dozen reputed quart bottles -- 1° 8 


4, The changes in the tariff mentioned in the two preceding 
paragraphs produced 14,9612. Customs Revenue during 1892 in 
excess of the total amount collected during 1891. 


5. The taxes levied for immigration purposes on exported 
produce were reduced to the following extent :— 


Bh $. di; 
The duty on sugar—from 3 6 to3 0 per 1,000 lbs. 
m um — , 4 Seigi On 4: 1,000ilbe 


” 


cocoa— , 0 114.,,0 10 ,, . 100 lbs. 
coffee— ,, 0114 ,,010 ,, 100 lbs. 


2) 


the duty upon cocoanuts remaining the same, viz., 1s. per 1,000. . 


* The duty on flour to be 3s. 1}d. per barrel. 
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6. By Ordinance No. 19 of 1892 fees were for the first time 
imposed for the undermentioned licenses :— 


& 
As distiller - - - - 10 per annum. 
>» dealer - - - - 10 % 
»» Wanufacturer of compounds - 10 re 
», retailer of methylated spirits - 2 Po 


and a tax of one penny was imposed on every two gallons of 
cordials or compounds removed from the premises of the 
manufacturer. 


7. By Ordinance No. 1 of 1892 the excise duty on rum was 
raised from 6s. 6d. to 7s. 6d. per gallon. The higher duty, 
liowever, has not produced more excise revenue as yet, but seems 
to have turned the taste of the consumer to imported wines. 
This is not regrettable. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


8. The revenue for the year 1892 was 563,9831. 14s. 1d.. and 
the expenditure 554,190. 7s. 94d., showing, for the first time 
since 1888, a balance of receipts over payments, which amounted 
to 9,793. 6s. 34d., attained only by the exercise of rigid 
economy. 


9. The actual revenue exceeded the estimates by 14,4541, 14s. 1d., 
and was larger than the revenue of 1891 by 71,1992. 7s. 2d. 


10. This very large increase is in a great measure due to the 
inclusion in the revenue of the immigration taxes, previously 
treated as a suspense account. ‘These taxes amounted in 1892 
to 43,7531 Corresponding additions appear on the expenditure 
side. 


11. Other items which contributed to the increase were :— 


£ 
Customs - - - - - 16,378 
Licenses, excise, &c. - - - - 9,208 
Asphalt duty and royalty - - - 56,846 


and there were also small increases in the revenue from the 
railway (835/.), and in fees of office, &c. (706/.). 


12, On the other hand, a slight decrease occurred in the 
receipts from the Post Office (464/.), land gales (1,294/.), and one 
or two other minor heads of revenue. 
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13, The expenditure of 1892 was 1,606/. 11s. 104d. less than his ig 
estimated, but it exceeded the expenditure of the previous year = Tonaco, 


by 52,306/. 16s. 03d. 1892, 


— 


14, As in the case of the revenue, this apparent increase of 
expenditure has been caused by immigration and public works 
(transport train) expenditure, which has not heretofore been 
incorporated in the estimates. 


15. The items in which increases occurred were :— 


£ 
Charges on account of public debt = - - 2,279 
Pensions - - - - - 182 
Immigration Department - ~ - 42,135 
Customs r - - - 2379 
Botanical and Agricuitural Department - 726 
Printing re - 809 
Government Analyst’s os - 108 
Medical ee - 4,706 
Police " - 946 
Prisons +5 - 204 
Public Works ss - 9,065 
Public Works (recurrent) i - 278 


and there were slight increases, owing to usual increments of 
salaries, in a few other departments. 


16. The expenditure under the following heads was less than 
in the year 1891 :— 


Governor and Legislature - - - 356 
Post office = - - - - = 355 
Crown lands and surveys - - - . 207 
Wardens and Supervisors - - - 77 
Port Department - - - - 400 
Judicial ,, - - - - 1,894 
Education ,, - - - - 5,324 
Railway ,, - - - - 2,367 
Transport ,, - - - - 849 
Miscellaneous services - - - - 2,356 
Military Department - - - - 1,199 
Public Works extraordinary - . - 4,126 
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17. T append a table showing the Revenue and Expenditure of 
the Colony for the last 10 years :— 


Year. Revenue. | Expenditure. 
£ £ 
1883 - ° - - 419,573 433,017 
1884 - - - - 435,381 420,569 
1885 - - - - 398,100 413,785 
1886 - - - . 425,896 412,167 
1887 - - - = 456,167 424,594 
1888 - “ . - 457,814 440,636 
1889 - - - 453,275 463,221 
1890 . - - = 468,559 475,244 
1891 ” - - - 492,784 501,884 
1892 - - - - 563,984 554,190 


18. The Assets and Liabilities of the Colony on the 
31st of December, 1892, were 307,892, and 247,398/. respectively, 
showing a credit balance of 60,4941. 


Public Debt. 


19. The Public Debt of Trinidad stood on the 31st December, 
1892, at 608,820/. ‘The debt was increased during the year by a 
loan of 100,000/. for road extension and other public works, but, 
owing to repayments (11,600/.) on account of former loans, the 
net increase in the debt amounted only to 88,4001. The new 
Joan, which bears interest at the rate of 4 per cent., was taken up 
at the average price of 102/. 3s. 9d. per cent. It is nearly 
expended, with beneficial result. But tke treasure of a kingdom 
might be exhausted on roads in Trinidad. I am trying to 
introduce a system of road boards for the local roads only. An 
Ordinance on the subject is now before the Legislative Council. 


Legislation. 


20. The legislation of the year consisted of the twenty-five 
Crdinances enumerated below :— 


No. 1. To increase the duty on rum and other spirits 
distilled in the Colony. 


No. 


2. 


Or 


8. 


9. 
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To amend the law as to Commissions of Enquiry 
with special powers. 

To repeal certain duties of Customs and to raise 
other duties in lieu thereof. 


To remit certain moneys owing to the Mayor and 
Burgesses of the Borough of San Fernando in 
respect of the San Fernando ‘Tramroad and to vest 
ceriain extensions in Her Majesty the Queen. 


. To authorise the payment otherwise than to Execu- 


tors or Administrators of smalls sums of money due 
to deceased persons on account of salary or pension 


payable from Public Funds. 


. To further amend the Ordinance No. 10 of 1853, 


intituled “An Ordinance for the Regulation of 
Municipal Corporations in this Island.” 

For the regulations of Races in the Arima Sa- 
vannah. 


To amend “ The Streets Regulation Ordinance, 
1883.” 


To amend the Law of Evidence. 


No. 10. To authorize the raising of a sum not exceeding 


No. 11. 


No. 12. 


No. 13. 


100,000 by the issue of inscribed stock for Road 
Iextension and Public Works. 


To establish a vacation in the sitiings of the District 
Court held in Port-of-Spain, 


To control and regulate the use of certain Public 
Quays and Wharves. 


To amend “The Elementary Education (Amend- 
ment) Ordinance, 1891.” 


No, 14. To amend “The Industrial Schools Ordinance, 


No. 15. 
No. 16. For the better protection of the Public Health. 
ING, LT, 


No. 18. 
No, 19. 


No. 20, 


No. 21. 


1876.” 
Supplemental Appropriation Ordinance, 1891. 


fa. 
system of Sugar Cane cultivation known as “The 
Metairie System” in Tobago. 


To amend the law regulating the working of the 


To suspend temporarily certain duties of Customs. 


To consolidate and arnend the laws relating to the 
Manufacture, Removal, Warehousing and Sale of 
Spirits and Compounds of Spirits. 

For regulating the licensing of Hucksters, Porters 
and Carters plying within the limits of the Borough 
of Arima, 

To authorize James Stanley Toppin to lay down, 
work and maintain ‘Tramways in certain parts of the 
Borough of Port-of-Spain and Belmont. 
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To permit for a limited time the introduction free of 
duty of materials imported for the use of the under- 
takings under “ The Port-of-Spain Electric Lighting 
Ordinance” and “The Port-of-Spain Gas Works 
Ordinance, 1888.” 


. To amend the Jaw relating to the Diego Martin 


Water Works. 


. For raising funds in aid of Immigration for the year 


1893. 


. To raise a loan of $5,000 for the Borough of Arima. 


21. The more important of these measures were the following :— 


No. 2. 


No. 16. 


No. 17. 


No. 19. 


Commissions of Enquiry with special powers. 
Under this law a Judicial Enquiry Commission, 
appointed from England, and another locally ap- 
pointed Commission, enquired into matters connected 
with the Supreme Court. 

Public Heaith. This Ordinance conferred ample 
powers upon the Government to act in cases of 
epidemic sickness and emergency. 

Tobago Metairie system of Cane Farming. This 
Ordinance was the result of a Commission of 
Enquiry, and of social and legal disturbances 
connected wiih the foriner Judiciary of the Colony. 


Excise. This last measure was a carefully considered 
consolidation and amendment, of the pre-existing 
Excise law of the Colony. 


Councils and Assemblies. 


22, No permanent change occurred in the constitution of either 
of the Councils, but the following temporary appointments were 


mace :— 


In turn Executive Couneit.. 


Mr. Fowler administered the Government from the 22nd of 
September to the 8th of November. 

Mr. H. W. Chantrell acted as Colonial Secretary from the 14th 
of June to the 9th of November. 

Mr. G. L. Garcia acted as Attorney-General from the 21st of 
June to the 6th of October. 

Mr. V. Brown acted as Attorney-General from the 7th of 
October to the 21st ef December, and again from he 


29tn to 


Mr. D. B. 
June to the 9th of November, 


the 3lst of December. 
Horsford acted as Auditor-General from the 14th of 
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In tHe LEGISLATIVE CoUNCIL. 


In addition to the changes above mentioned :— 


Mr. Vincent Brown acted as Solicitor-General from the 21st of 
June to the 6th of October. 

Mr. E. Agostini acted as Solicitor-General from the 7th of 
October to the 21st of December, and from the 29th to the 
31st of December. 

Mr. H. C. Stone acted as Protector of Immigrants from the 1st 
of January to the 30th of April. 

Mr. H. C. Stone acted as Receiver-General from the 1st of 
July to the 31st December. 

Mr. T. C. Rayner acted as Commissioner of 'Tobago from the 
3rd of September to the 7th of December. 

Messrs, W. C. Dyett, E. Agostini, and R. Guppy acted as 
Unofficial Members of the Council during the absence on 
leave of Messrs. Fenwick, Leotaud, and Gordon. 


Civil Establishment. 


23. During my absence from the Colony from the 22nd of 
September to the 8th of November, the Government was adminis- 
tered by the Colonial Secretary, the Hon. Henry Fowler. 


24. Several important changes occurred during the year in the 
Judiciary, which, as already mentioned, was the subject of an 
enquiry by special Commissioners sent from England. Sir John 
Gorrie, the Chief Justice, was interdicted from duty in June. 
He died in August, and was succeeded in December by 
Sir Jobn Tankerville Goldney, Mr. 8. H. Gatty acting as Chief 
Justice in the interim. Mr. Justice Lumb was appointed to 
Jamaica in October, and Mr. Justice Cook, after having been 
suspended from office, was finally removed from the Bench in 
November. Mr. Nathaniel Nathan has been appointed a Puisne 
Judge and assumed the office on the Ist of March, 1898, but 
the appointment of Second Puisne Judge is still vacant. 
Mr. ©. H. Phillips, the Registrar of the Supreme Court, died in 
February, and Mr. L. M. Power has been appointed to act 
provisionally as Registrar. 

25. Mr. C. B. Hamilton, the Receiver-General, was promoted in 
August to British Guiana, and Mr. D. B. Horsford has been 
appointed in his place. Mr. Horsford assumed the duties of the 
office on the 26th of January, 1893. Mr. S. H. Gatty, Attorney- 
General, left the Colony in December to take up the appointment 
of a Puisne Judge of the Straits Settlements. This led to the 
appointment of Mr. G. L. Garcia as Attorney-General, and 
Mr. Vincent Brown as Solicitor-General, from the Ist of January, 
1893. On the resignation of Mr. J. A. Harragin, Stipendiary 
Magistrate of the Caroni District, he was succeeded by 
Mr. H. P. Hobson, Stipendiary Magistrate for Savana Grande, 
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the latter district being thereupon included in the San Fernando 
Magistracy. Mr. William Low was appointed Commissioner of 
Tobago in December in the place of Mr. Hay, retired on a pension. 

26. Mr. H. H. Hancock was appointed Second Master of 
the Royal College in succession to Mr. Burslem resigned. 
Mr. F. J. Mahoney was promoted to the Wardenship of the 
Chaguanas Ward Union. Three Supernumerary Government 
Medical Officers—Drs. C. W. Hewlett, A. Milner, and J. F. 
W oodyat—were appointed during the year. 


Pensions. 


27. The following additions were made to the pension list in 
1892 :— 


Bc xth 

W. Laurence - - - - - 75 6 10 
J. A. Harragin . - - - 466 6 8 
A. R. Thornhill - - - «2g 2°-6 
G. W. Arkless - - - - = "83 #1 
W.H. Wint - : - - =e ge th. 0 
A. McMillan - - - - - 24 8 6 
L. G. Hay - - - - - 85 8.4 
£730 9 11 


—_——_—— 


On the other hand, the list was reduced by the death of the 
under-mentioned pensioners :— 


wae Sager: 2 

M. Thomas’ - - - - - 420 0 0 
A. Scamarony - - - - - 145 16 8 
R. A. Walker - . - - - 80 0 0O 
H.-A. Fitt - ~ - ~ - 314 5 9 
H. FitzGerald - . - ~ - 780 0 0 
£1,740""2° 6 


and by the reduction of the Police Superannuation Grant by 
2191. 10s. 4d. There was consequently a saving under this head 
of 1,229/, 2s. 10d. 


Consuls. 


28. Mr, J. Machado was appointed Consul for the Republic of 
Venezuela. 
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Vital Statistics, 


29. The population of Trinidad at the end of 1892 was com- 
puted to be 214,496 souls, being an estimated increase of 8,787 
during the year. 


30. The Births, Deaths and Marriages of the year were: 


Births - - - - - - 7,251 
Deaths - - ~ - - 5,365 
Marriages . - - - - 885 


the birth-rate and death-rate per thousand being respectively 
33°80 and 25:01. The fivures for the year 1891 were: Birth-rate 
37°32 per thousand, and death-rate 29°66 per thousand. I 
observed by the newspapers of last mail that the death-rate at 
Liverpool and Manchester, for instance, was higher than in Trini- 
dad. At Bolton and Preston the deaths were 29°8, or 4°7 
higher than in Trinidad during 1892, and this at a healthy time 
of year. This shows that our tropical island has not much to 
fear, as far as the duration of human life is concerned, from 
comparison with some of the chief centres of civilization and 
sanitation, and of municipal and social organization, in the mother 
country and in the temperate zone. 


Imports and Exports. 
31. The value of the imports in 1892, exclusive of bullion and 
specie, was 1,861,0272, and that of the exports 2,005,2771. 
32. The following table shows the imports and exports of the 
Colony in the last ten years :— 


Imports. Exports. 

Year. Value, Value, 
Total exclusive of Total exclusive of 
Value. Bullion and Value. Bullion and 

Specie. Specie. 
1883 - "1 -| 2,663,022 | 1,693,264 | 2,686,670 | 1,759,376 
(hes oe : -| 3,083,870 | 1,831,903 | 2,769,727 | 1,581,092 
1885 - 2 -| 2,241,478 | 1,512,314 | 2,246,664 | 1,529,243 
1886 - Z - | 2,503,514 | 1,548,507 | 2,509,140 | ‘1,560,336 
1887 - -| 1,918,670 | 1,647,029 | 1,870,612 | 1,654,269 
1888 - 2 -| 1,943,789 | 1,678,972 | 2,132,761 | 1,904,192 
1889 - h - | 2,093,932 | 1,679,944 | 2,808,832 | 1,856,651 
1890 - : - | 2,248,893 | 1,831,803 | 2,179,482 | 1,765,931 
1891 - - -| 2,096,797 | 1,793,585 | 2,058,761 | __1,716,851 
1892 = - 2,089,380 1,861,027 2,258,063 2,005,277 
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Teas (Dap 33. It will be seen that the total trade of the Colony reached a 
Tomaso,  Yalue of 4,347,443/, and that, bullion and specie excluded, the value 


1293. of the exports exceeded that of the imports by 144,250/. 


Cem ° 


34, The Collector of Customs (Mr. Fanning) reports as follows 
on the Import and Export Returns of the year :— 


“The value of all goods imported, excluding bullion and specie, 
shows an increase of 67,492/. over the preceding year. 


*‘ The receipt from imports exceeded that of 1891 by 12,3531, 
the principal articles upon which increases occurred being the 
following :— 


£ 

Butter - - . - - 115 
Flour - - - - - 1,804 
Malt liquor : - - - 1,519 
Spirits—other than rum - ° - 1,478 
Wine - - - - - 779 
Opium - Sie - - - 1,078 
Soap - - - - ~ 645 
Sugar - - - - - 1,048 
Tobacco—unmanufactured - - 2,021 
Tobacco—manufactured ~ - 41,974 
Goods paying duty ad valorem, except 

boots and shoes - - - °6,110 


Of these, flour increased notwithstanding a small reduction in the 
rate of duty, and I am inclined to think the increase represents 
increased consumption. 


“The increases in soap and sugar, the rates of duty on which 
remained unchanged, were caused, I believe, chiefly by larger 
shipments for drawback. 


“‘ The rates of duty on the other articles mentioned above were 
increased in consequence of the agreement with the United States. 
The additional receipt from them being due partly to this, 
partly to increased shipments for drawback (in the case of 
ud valorem goods to large shipments without drawback), and to 
some extent to increased consumption. 


«There was an increase of receipt on imported rum of 1,591/.— 
not to be ascribed either to the augmentation in the rate of duty, 
or to increased consumption, as the excise revenue from this article 
must have suffered a corresponding diminution. 


“ Of the articles new to the tariff, coal with patent fuel produced 
3,187, and oxen 2,531/. The receipt from the former, although 
not reaching the estimate, was, I think, in excess of the normal 
consumption, while that from the latter was less than we should 
have received, but for the suspension of the duty during part of 
the year. 
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“ The chief articles on which a falling off took place are as 
follows :— 


L£ 
Bread - - - - - 1,035 
Cheese - - - - ~ 446 
Corn - - - - - 2,130 
Lard - - - ~ ~ 642 
Cocoanut oil = - - - - 230 
Petroleum oil = - - - - 1,278 
Olive and other kinds of oil - - 1,648 
Oil meal - - - - 1,745 
Rice - - - ~ - 1,455 
Timber - ~ - ~ - 658 
Cigars and cigarettes = - - - 415 
Boots and shoes - ~ - - 642 


Of these oil meal was altogether freed from duty. The duty on 
cigars and cigarettes was raised, with the result that we received 
less than before the alteration. 


“ This is, however, I think, to be accounted for by a diminution 
in the consumption of cheap foreign cigars, which can no longer 
be imported profitably, and by the substitution for them of cigars 
and cigarettes made in the Colony of imported tobacco. The 
large increase in the receipt of manufactured tobacco bears out 
this view. 

“There is a prozressive decrease in the importation of cocoanut 
oul, due, I presume, to increased production in the Colony. 

‘¢The consumption of olive oil appears also to have fallen off, 
the loss on it being to some extent attributable to the substitution 
of cotton seed oil, admitted free. 

“The falling off in rice is probably in some measure due to its 
place being taken by flour. 

* The losses on the other articles I have mentioned were caused 
by the reductions in rates of duty consequent on the United States 
agreement. In some cases increased consumption and large draw- 
back shipments have reduced the amount of loss expected. 

«The large falling off in corn was, however, due only in part to 
this cause—the receipt on this article for 1891 having been much 
above the normal. 

“The total value of exports, excluding bullion and specie, is 
more by 288,426/. than in 1891—the gain in produce of the 
Colony amounting to 231,9811. 

« The value of cocoa, produce of the Colony, was 208,317 in 
excess of the preceding year, due in part, no doubt, to the crop 
of 1891 having been late. A small quantity of cocoa, produce of 
Venezuela, appears to be shipped as Trinidad cocoa. 

“ There were small increases in molasses and sugar, and a slight 
falling off in the number of cocoanuts exported, due, I understand, 
to increased use in the Colony for oil-making. The reduction in 
the value of this article is considerable in consequence of a fall in 
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price. Asphalt has increased ; there have been shipped 112,224 
tons, ayainst 95,989 tons in 1891.” 


35. The following Returns, prepared by the Government Statist 
(Mr. H. J. Clark), show the variation of the trade of the year as 
compared with that of 1891 :— 


Imporés. 
Transit Imports. Direct Imports. | Total Imports. 
Countries. ; 
Increase. | Decrease. | Increase. | Decrease. | Increase. | Decrease. 
£ £ £ £ £ £ 
United Kingdon - _ 43,744 84,065 _ _ 9,679 
British Colonies - _ 1,485 4,651 - 3,166 — 
United States of 
America, 9,457 —- 26,835 _ 36,292 _— 
France a - - 6,349 _ 20,267 _ 26,616 
Venezuela - - 812 _ 74,125 — 74,987 a 
All other Countries- _ 2,052 _ 8,556 _ 10,608 
Total - 10,269 53,630 139,676 28,823 114,395 46,903 
Net increase or 
decrease - _ 43,361 110,853 _ 67,492 -— 
Exports. 
Transit Exports of 
= Native Re-exports. Total Exports. 
Exports, Products. e 
Countries. a 3 Ane wae 3 3 3 3 
o 
Blo sl Ale eo ese oe alee 
2 2 2 = z = ro Fs 
2/2 | 2iglelzgile is 
FS) ra a Wey a = na Qa 
£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
United Kingdom - -| 2,258 — 74,837 = 12,767 — 89,862 -- 
British Colonies - -| — 203 )| i= 5.239} — 16,267 | — 21,759 
United States of America-| 1,352} — 86,628 |. — 80,737 — |118,717 aoa 
France - - - - 2 — :110,295 _~ — 10,189 | 100,108 — 
Venezuela - - - —_ 49,150 | 674 — 25,295 - _ 23,181 
All other Countries - — 481 14,836 — 10,824 = 24,679 ae 
Total -| 8,612 | 49,834 287,270 | 6,289 | 129,128 | 26,456 | 333,366 | 44,940 
Net increase or decrease - _ 46,222 231,981 _ 102,667 — | 288,426 — 


| 


36. It will be seen from the next Return, also compiled by the 
Government Statist, that the export trade to Venezuela has once 
more reached its former proportions. 
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Exports to Venezuela from 1879 to 1892, exclusive of Bullion 
and Specie. 


Year. | Transit Exports. | Direct Exports. | Total Exports. 
£ £ £ 
1879 - ~ - 96,557 122,426 218,983 
1880 ~ - - 110,158 104,513 214,671 
1881 - - - 130,962 121,724 252,686 
1882 - _ “ 76,997 98,796 175,793 
1883 - - 2 65,080 72,566 137,646 
1884 - - - 74,655 102,145 176,800 
1885 - - '- 69,079 62,252 131,331 
1886 - - - 69,451 37,670 107,121 
1887 - - - 107,792 33,816 141,608 
1888 - ° - 115,926 38,558 154,484 
1889 - - - 130,838 55,819 186,657 
1890 ~ - - 101,385 73,363 174,748 
1891 - - - 123,067 94,800 217,867 
1892 - - - 73,917 120,769 194,686 


37. I append a Return showing the quantities of the staples 
exported in the last ten years :— 


Sugar. | Molasses. Rum. Cocoa. 
Year. hi eR ee 1s al 

- Lbs. | Galls. Galls. Lbs. 
1883 - - - | 122,070,784 | 1,982,176 2,894 | 11,649,785 
1884 = © - | 186,552,804 | 2,245,650 43,581 | 12,098,770 
1885 £ $ - | 142,641,411 | 2,416,761 72,525 | 18,729,565 
1886 - - - | 108,523,940 | 2,220,288 16,181 17,913,087 
1887 . “ - | 149,800,919 | 2,542,225 | 35,571 | 11,927,067 
1888 = : - | 122,491,220 1,948,569 97,974 21,352,312 
1889 - - ~ | 112,368,762 | 2,234,724 20,015 | 15,835,228 
1890 . 7 - | 115,239,227 | 2,024,884 20,469 | 21,552,598 
1891 = - e | 101,601,371 1,538,415 15,386 16,188,493 
1892 i . - | 110,582,080 | 1,895,778 3,820 | 25,041,635 
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Coffee. Asphalt. yor 2 ne 
Year. Total. Raw. Boiled.. 
Lbs. No. Galls. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. 
| 

1883 - 40,822 89,145 34,277 4,868 8,826,500 32,925 
1884 - 14,960 39,945 33,383 6,562 {11,276,339 32,381 
1885 aS 20,270 35,236 28,505 6,731 9,645,700 32,240 
1886 = 20,052 85,671 80,255 5,416 9,013,200 35,355 
1887 - 8,380 43,099 85,072 8,027 7,365,295 35,143 
1888 - 4,480 52,028 40,792 11,236 |12,366,592 42,830 
1889 -| 29,774 78,124 66,565 11,559 |11,495,471 | 43,692 
1890 -| 12,597 78,841 68,201 10,640 |12,739,904 | 43,266 
1891 > 8,325 95,990 85,958 10,832 {14,334,054 35,764 
1892 - 20,842 112,224 102,815 9,409 |13,922,171 42,557 


38. With regard to the sugar and cacao crops of the year, the 
Government Statist reports :— 


* Sugar.— Although the sugar crop of 1892 was only slightly 
larger in quantity than that of 1891, the advance in quality was 
very considerable. Vacuum pan sugar, which formed only 50°9 per 
cent. of the crop of 1891, formed 60:2 per cent. of the crop of 
1892, while ‘ centrifugals ’ formed 19 per cent. in 1492, as against 
16:2 per cent. in 1891. The advance in this direction in 1893, 
promises to be as marked, if not more so, and it is quite evident 
that the days of ‘ muscovado’ are numbered. 

*¢ It is somewhat singular that notwithstanding all the advantages 
of the McKinley Tariff, the proportion of sugar exported to the 
United Kingdom was larger, and the proportion to the United 
States smaller, than in either of the two preceding years. 


“ Cacao.—The following table gives the average exports for the 
two quinquennial periods :— 


Average Export | Average Export 


Countries. five years, five years, Increase. 
1882-1887. 1888-1892. 
| 
Lbs. | Lbs. Lbs. 
United Kingdom - 7,422,457 | 8,887,218 964,761 
France - - - 3,779,136 6,210,868 2,431,732 
United States of America 2,051,500 4,384,773 2,333,273 


Other Countries - - 109,671 355,171 245,500 
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“The above figures show that during the second quinquennial 
period the three principal Cacao customers of the Colony have 
increased their trade with it as follows:—United Kingdom, 
31 per cent.; France, 64°3 per cent.; and the United States 
of America, 113°7 per cent.” 


39. The value of native produce exported is estimated to have 
exceeded the value of the exports of 1891 by 231,981 :— 


£ 
Increase in asphaltum - - - - 15,670 
Py » bitters - a : iz - 6,790 
” x cacao ~ . ° : - 208,317 
Pn » coffee - - - - ° 386 
ys »» molasses - - ° bre! AY 
% »» Sugar ~ = - ~ - 12,553 
» 93 Vegetable product - - - 1 
Total increase - ~ £247,824 
Less the following decreases :— : £ 
Decrease in cocoanuts - - - 12,239 
» » Tum * - - 1,342 
Pa » goods manufactured - 1,199 
Pr ” »  Uunmanufactured = - 61 
ms »» other articles - - 1,002 
—_ 15,843 
Net increase - - - £231,981 


As I remarked in my Despatch on this year’s estimates, the pitch 
lake brought a revenue of 37,232/. in 1892, and is expected to 
bring in 1893, 42,500/. or within 6001, of the total charge on 
account of the whole debt of the Colony. Nature kindly pays the 
public creditor for us from these few acres of the Crown estate. 
Long may she continue to do so! 


40. The foregoing figures show that this community has reagon 
to regard the year 1892 as favourable to the productive and 
commercial industries of the Colony. 
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Education. 


41. There were 169 elementary schools on the list in 1892, 
being 8 less than inthe preceding year. These were classed as 
follow :— 

Government schools - “ - - 43 
Assisted schools - - - - - 106 


the latter being under the control of the following denomina- 
tions :— 


Roman Catholic - - - - - 43 
Church of England - - - - 23 
Wesleyan - - ‘i “ eet: 
Baptist - - . ~ - - il 
Presbyterian (Indian)  - - - - 86 

106 


The number of scholars on the rolls and the average attend- 
ance were :— 


No. of Scholars 
on Roll. 


Average attendance. 


Government schools - - 6,885 3,878 
Assisted schools - - - 11,912 7,114 
Total: . “ “ 18,247 10,992 


42. Although the number of scholars increased in 1892 by 633, 
the average attendance was less than in 1891 by 1,195, a falling 
off which is attributed to the exceptional severity of the rainy 
season andthe more rigid enforcement of the rule relating to 
the payment of fees. Provision is made for an average daily 
attendance of 24,000 children.. 


43, The expenditure on elementary education was 
25,3727. 6s. 24d., which was distributed in the following 
proportions :— 


Sy Aer: 2 
Government schools (less reimbursements) - 9,492 14 9 
Assisted schools - ~ - - 12,168 13 44 
Government training schools - - 1,056 2 0 
Administration - > - - 2,654 16 1 


a 


£25,872 6 2k 


44, Taking the average attendance in the schools it would 
seem that the cost of education per head in the Government and 
assisted schools respectively was 2/. 8s. 114d. and 1/. 14s, 24d. 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 21 


45. There are two schools of secondary education in the 
_ Colony, the Royal College, under the control of the Government, 
and the St. Mary’s College, affiliated to it. The average 
attendance at these institutions in 1892 was 74 and 150 
respectively. 


46. I believe the Government of Trinidad spends more public 
money every year on education in proportion to its means 
than probably that of any other Colony. At least, the com- 
parisons I have been able to make are as follows :— 


Proportion of Public | Public Expenditure 


_—— Revenue spent on on Hducation per 

Education. head of population. 
sds 

Jamaica - - - - ~ogth 1 8 

British Guiana - - - pyth 1 7} 
Barbados - - - - yrth 2 5¢ 
Mauritius - - - ° z7th 1 7% 
Trinidad - - - - zyth 8 93 


tps tenets hneiionp cielo elias eanes iniigctacoclonll be onal tones ce eek. 

In Trinidad, as elsewhere, the education system is not without 
the difficulties which encumber and hamper every Government 
which has not cut itself adrift from the denominations in this 
matter. After such a surgical operation, trouble, no oubt stil 
remains, but it remains on one side only. I do not say that this 
cure should be attempted just now in Trinidad. On the contrary, 
I think all should do their best to work under the liberal law 
of 1890, which gives full scope to denominational education with 
State assistance, If this law can be made a success in my time 
here, I shall be fully satisfied. 


Shipping. 


47. The total tonnage of the vessels entered and cleared in 
1892 was 1,254,826 tons, or 21,420 tons less than the preceding 
year. I annex tabulated statements of the Returns :— 


VESSELS ENTERED. 


BRITISH. For¥IGn. TOTAL. 


No. Tonnage. | No. Tonnage. | No. {| Tonnage. 


Sailing vessels - 518 49,579 1,716 98,918 2,234 148,497 
Steamers - 288 844,957 158 139,764 44] 484,721 


| ee | RS RED | eres | sommes eee 


Total ~ 801 394,536 1,874 238,682 2,675 633,218 
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VESSELS CLEARED. 


BRITISH. Foreian. TorTaL. 
No. Tonnage. | No. Tonnage. | No. | Tonnage 
| 
Sailing vessels - 514 42,775 1,676 105,011 2,190 147,786 
Steamers -  - 274 334,739 155 | 139,083 429 | 473,822 
Total - 788 377,514 + 1,831 244,094 2,619 621,608 


NATIONALITIES OF VESSELS. 


nae British. | French. bon snd Dutch. | Venezuela. | ¢ ite aie ia 
Sailing vessels - 92,354 15,066 91,324 3,628 24,572 69,339 
Steamers - 679,696 175,032 856 71,550 31,409 _ 

Total - 772,050 190,098 92,180 75,178 55,981 69,389 


48. The stringent quarantine. precautions which it became 
necessary to adopt here in the latter part of the year, in 
consequence of the outbreak of cholera in Europe, may have 
lessened the shipping business of 1892. 


Criminal Statistics. 


49, The Criminal Statistics of the year- are: very satisfactory 
as ompared with those of 1891. 


50. The number of offences reported to the police was 1,126 
less than in the previous year, and there was a marked 
diminution in the number of cases for offences against the 
person, preedial larceny and other offences against property. The 
figures of the two years are :— 


Other 


Offences. : 
Pipe Predial | Offences Other- 
Year. geet eeeg Larceny. against Offences. Total. 
; Property. 
1891 - - - 3,614 349 2,009 10,197 16,169 


1892 - : - 2,815 296 1,620 10,312 15,043 
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51. The number of persons brought up for trial before the 


magistrates were dealt with in the following manner :—- 


Discharged - ~ ~ - - 3,431 
Dismissed on the merits - - - 2,742 
Summarily convicted - - - - 10,464 
Sent on to Superior Courts. - - - 171 
16,808 
The cases tried in the Supreme Courts were disposed of as 
follows :— 
Judgment for Crown - - - wor ALD 
Judgment for prisoner - - ~ - 32 
Prisoner found insane - - - - 1 
Cases not prosecuted - - - “ 33 
177 
The 111 convictions;were for the following offences :— 
For murder - - “ . s 1 
» manslaughter - - - - 5 
» attempt at murder - - - - 4. 
5» wife murder - “4 ss s 1 
9» Tape “ “ ‘ ns : 5 
», Other offences against the person - - 61 
»» Offences against property = - - - 31 
» miscellaneous offences - - - 3 
111 


As the following Return will show, these figures also compare 


favourably with the statistics of 1891 :— 


Convictions For other 


for Murder,| Offences Offences 
FOR Manslaughter, against the recount Total. 
&e. Person. roperty. 


the percentage of convictions to cases being in the two years 


56 per cent. and 63 per cent. respectively. 
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52. 1 append a Return of the offences committed and convictions 
in the last ten years :— 


wt! Ce i Se ee 


Convictions. 
Year. Offences. In In 
Magistrates’ | Supreme Total. 
Courts. Court. 
{RES oS eh es 17,705 9,132 114 9,246 
1884 - - - - 16,802 10,212 152 10,874 
1885 - - - - 14,862 9,855 120 9,975 
1886 ~ - - - 15,073 9,941 107 10,048 
1887 - - - - 14,083 8,888 85 8,973 
1888 - - - - 16,677 8,534 118 8,652 
1889 - - - - 14,305 9,717 108 9,825 
1890 - - - - 14,718 10,082 105 10,187 
S851? 0.) ee 16,169 9,668 145 9,183 
1892 - - - - 15,0438 10,464 111 10,375 


—— - - —_— 


The daily average number of prisoners in the three prisons of the 
Colony was 488—the average of male prisoners being 447, and of 


female prisons 41. 


53. The percentage of offences, convictions and daily average of 
prisoners to the population was— 


Percentage of offences - - - 716 
Percentage of convictions - - - 5°03 
Percentage of prisoners — - - - 23 


54, With regard to the large number of offences against the 
person, as compared with other crimes, the Inspector-General of 
Police in his annual report states :— 


‘«‘T have no hesitation in recording my opinion that unless these 
offences are dealt with by corporal punishment they will not be 
put down. No doubt a goud many of the charges of assaults 
made by private persons are somewhat frivolous, as is proved by 
the large number not convicted, but at the same time many assaults 
occur in which the injured persons decline to prosecute. It will 
be seen that in three-fourths of the cases of assaults prosecuted by 
the police convictions were obtained, but less than one-half in 
those prosecuted by private persons.” 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 20 


General Remarks. 


55. The health of the island in 1892 was good. No epidemic 
disease of any kind prevailed, and the death-rate of 24 per cent. 
was exceptionaly low. 


56. The year was also a prosperous one. There was a large 
increase in the exportation of staple products, and, as hes been 
seen, the value of the exports exceeded that of the imports to 
the extent of 144,250]. As a consequence of this, there was an 
increased consumption of bread, butter, cheese, flour and other 
articles of food, while, notwithstanding the considerably larger 
duties levied upon them, no decrease occurred in the importation of 
malt liquors, spirits, tobacco and wearing apparel. 


57. The number of depositors in the savings bank increased 
from 6,919 with deposits amounting to 144,737/. in 1891, to 
7,784 with 160,767/. in 1892; and although there was a falling 
off in the receipts from land sales, it was probably merely due 
to the fact that intending purchasers are holding aloof, watching 
the development of the various railway schemes, and the result of 
the “ battle of the routes.” 


58. Owing to the unsettled state, during a part of the year, of 
the neighbouring Republic of Venezuela, which is the principal 
source of our heef supply, it became necessary to suspend the 
recently imposed duty on cattle, in the hope of creating a trade in 
stock between Trinidad and the neighbouring islands. This was 
not attended with much success. ‘The duty was re-imposed aftcr a 
few months’ trial of the exemption. 


59. On the 6th of October the Colony was visited by a severe 
storm of wind and rain, which flooded the rivers, washed away 


bridges, and considerably damaged the crops in some part of 


the island. Five lives were reported to have been lost. The repair 
of flood damages on the roads and railways caused a special 
expenditure of several thousand pounds. 


60. The melancholy intelligence of the death of His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Clarence was received in the Colony with 
great sorrow, and with every manifestation of loyaland heartfeit 
sympathy. 


61. The feeling of public security and satisfaction has been 
increased by the reconstitution of the Bench and Offices of the 
Supreme Court, which resulted from the Commissions of Inquiry 
already referred to. TwoCommissioners ofeminence (Sir William 
Markby, K.C.LE., and Sir Frederick Pollock, Bart.) were selected 
by the Secretary of State to proceed to the Colony and inquire 
into the complaints against the administration of justice. The 
Commissioners’ final Report was furnished in June, and, together 
with an earlier Report andthe evidence taken, has been printed 
and published, and forms a large volume, 
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62. The Legislative Council voted 500/. in July towards the 
relief of sufferers from the late hurricane in Mauritius. 


63. The Legislative Council considered, at different times during 
the year, the question of a further Public Works Loan, principally 
for railways and roads, and settled the details of the Chaguaramas 
rs a Scheme. These matters are now before the Secretary 
of State. 


64. I visited Tobago in March and September. I enclose the 
remarks of the Commissioner (Mr Low) upon the Returns relating 
to our Dependency, which has not been as prosperous as I could 
wish. I have been doing what I can to assist the able Commis- 
sioner and the Financial Board at Scarborough, and I trust that our 
exertions may have a good effect. 


65. This lovely island of Trinidad is yearly attracting a greater 
number of visitors, who appear to enjoy their stay amongst u 
In January, February, and March the weather is generally all 
that can be desired. I have travelled the world, but know of 
nothing which surpasses the special beauties of Trinidad scenery 
and foliage. 


66. In conclusion, I trust that the 215,000 subjects of Her 
Majesty whose public affairs are partly in my charge, may, at the 
least never experience a worse year than 1892, which, in spite of 
floods and some other drawbacks, was a propitious 12 months, both 
for the public health and the industries of the island. It is to be 
noted that improved and enconomical methods of sugar production, 
coupled with better prices, are gradually replacing that industry 
in a firm and remunerative position. As for cocoa planting, it 
well deserves the more moderate capitalist’s attention. There is 
probably no agricultural industry so remunerative. 


67. Commending Trindad, its inhabitants, its industries, and 
its capabilities to the kindly feeling and favourable notice of the 
people of England, in the hands of whose representatives in 
Parliament this despatch will be placed, 


I have, &e. 

(Signed) F. Napier BRoome. 

The Most Hon. the Marquess of Ripon, K.G., 
&e. &e. &e. 
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Rerort ow THE Tospaco Biur Book For 1892. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


1. The Revenue of 1892 from all sources was 7,458/. 11s. Od. 
The expenditure was 9,009. lls. 7d., being a deficit of 
1,5512, Os. 7d. 

The Revenue and Expenditure of 1891 were respectively 
8,729/. and 8,783/. 


Assets and. Liabilities. 


2. The assets of the Colony on 3lst December 1892 were 
9621. 2s. 6d,, as against liabilities 2,596]. 12s. 2d., the principal 
part of this, or 1,884/. 8s. 4d., being due to the Crown Agents. 


Public Debt.. 


3. Nochange was madein the amount of the debt (4,9992.19s.114d.) 
due to Trinidad. The interest on the amount due has been paid. 


Public Wor ks.: 


4. No Public Works beyond a partial upkeep of roads and a 
few incidental, small repairs to public bridges were. undertaken 
in 1892. 


egislation.... 


5. In 1892 three Regulations were passed by the Financial 
Board. 


No. 1 was the Appropriation Regulation, 1892: 

No. 2 was a temporary measure extending the time of ‘payment 
of the Land and House Tax from. 30th September to 
1st December. 

No. 3 was a Supplementary: Appropriation Regulation. 


Civil Establishment. 


6. Mr. Hay, the Commissioner, resigned on the 3rd September - 
1892, and Mr. D. Horsford, of Trinidad, acted for four weeks. . 
Mr. Rayner, Stipendiary Magistrate of San Fernando, was then - 
appointed to act, and on the 8th December Mr. William Low, . 
who had been appointed by the Secretary of. State, assumed the . 
duties of Commissioner. No other official changes tcok: place : 


during the year. 
Pensions. . 


7. Twa pensions were added to the list during the year, viz., 
Mr. L. G, Hay, the late Commissioner, and a policeman named 
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Lawrence H. Edwards. These two names increased the pension 
list by 1634 1s. 


Population, 


8. According to the Registrar’s Returns for 1892 1,414 births 
were recorded as against 810 deaths, or a net gain of 604. This 
number, added to the total souls at the taking of the Census 
in April, 1891, makes the number of the population on 
31st December, 19,534. 


Ecclesiastical, 


9. No remarks are necessary under this head, matters ecclesias- 
tical being the same as in 1891. 


Education. 


10. Consequent on the Report of Mr. Hobson, Assistant Inspector 
of Schools at Trinidad, a Committee was appointed to inquire 
into certain matters dealt with in his Report. The committee 
were unable, owing to the state of the finances, to adopt his views, 
but recommended an expenditure of 456. 3s. 4d. on twenty-one 
schools, being a decrease of three in the number of Anglican 
schools receiving State assistance in 1891. One Roman Catholic 
and two Wesleyans were added to the number of 1891. 


Imports and E'xports. 


11. The total imports during 1892 were 15,8381/., against 23,9447, 
in 1891. 

The exports were 13,7431, against 24,2411., 

Having been only a few days in Tobago before the close of the 
year, I do not propose in this Report to analyse the state of things 
which has led to this considerable decrease in the trade of the 
island, more especially as I think, so far as exports are concerned, 
the decrease is more apparent than real, and is possibly the result 
of the system of treating the exports from the Colony owing to 
the union of the island with Trinidad. 

The decrease in the imports is doubtless owing to large 
quantities of articles being bought in Trinidad, and brought over 
to Tobago in passengers’ luggage, and thus, while the Tobago 
merchants are obliged, in consequence, to reduce the amount of 
their importations; the Colony loses a substantial amount of 


Revenue. 


Shipping. 


12. The number of sailing vessels which entered at this port 


‘was 63 with 2,310 tons; 24 steamers were entered with an 


ageregate of 27,894 tons 
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Gaols and Prisoners. 


13. During 1892 47 men and 26 women were committed to 
prison for penal imprisonment, and 3 men and 1 woman for safe 
custody, or a total of 77. Of the prisoners sentenced to penal 
imprisonment 13 had been previously convicted once, 8 twice, and 
two thrice or more. No sentence for one year or more appears 
to have been passed om any of these prisoners, while sentences 
of more than three months were only passed on twelve of 
the prisoners. Sixty-one prisoners were sentenced to terms of 
imprisonment less than three months. 

There was one escape from prison during the year, but the 
runaway was recaptured, The number of punishments inflicted, 
50, falls below the punishments of 1891 by 27. There were three 
floggings and eight stoppages of rations, 

This latter form of punishment is one I do not approve of, as 
starvation is not, in my opinion, a punishment, but a torture, 

The prisoners were employed in the same manner as in 1891. 

The health of the prisoners was fairly good. 


Criminal Statistics, 


14, Seven hundred and fifteen cases were reported to the police 
or brought by other persons before the Magistrates’ Court. 
Three hundred and ninety-five of these resulted in summary 
convictions and six were committed for trial in the Supreme 
Courts. 

Three hundred and thirty-three persons were fined and paid 
the fines. 

Fifty-three were ordered peremptory imprisonment, 

Nine were sentenced to be whipped by the magistrate. | 


Hospitals. 


15. One hundred and ten persons were admitted in 1892 into 
the only hospital in the island; there were 12 in hospital on 
31st December, 1891, or a total of 122. At the close of the year 
63 had been cured, 17 relieved, and 12 “ not relieved.” 

Wm. Low,. 
Commissioner, 


TRINIDAD 
AND 
Toxsaao. 

1892, 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL 
No. Colony. Year. 
SEI OE hs OS : \. 

38 St. Vincent ~ - - - - 1891 
39 | Bermuda - F: . ¢ _ iy 5 

40 | Seychelles and Kodrigues — - - - - {1889&790 
41 Gambia o - : . Z ; 1891 
42 Barbados” - ° 4 ‘ * 2 be 

43 | Turks Islands . . - - 4 A 

44 Bahamas - . = = “ se fs 

45 | Fiji - « - - - - 1890 
46 | Seychelles - - ° - “ - | 1891 
47 | British Bechuanaland - 4 i - | 1890-92 
48 | Malta - - : « . - 11890&'91 
49 | Gibraltar - - - - i Fao) 
50 | Falkland Islands’ - - : - ‘. cf 

51 Leeward Islands’ - - . - . ¥ 

52 Grenada - - = . - ‘ fi 

hs: St. Lucia - - a F - Ms © 

54 Labuan - - ‘ « A = a 

55 British Guiana = - - 2 4 is 

56 Zululand - “ . = a 4 £ 

57 Mauritius - - - “ x é . 

58 Lagos - “ - se - ™ z 

59 | Straits Settlements - . - 2 é % 

60 | Ceylon - - - - : ‘ a 

61 | Natal - - - - * - | 1891-92 
62 Basutoland - - - = : " 

63 | St. Helena - - - - a <1 894 
64 Sierra Leone = - > * ‘ ¢ 

65 | Jamaica - - - - - - | 1891-92 
66 | ‘Trinidad and Tobago - - “ - | 1891 
67 | Newfoundland - - a r z f 

68 | British New Guinea - - - - | 1891-92 
69 | Victoria - - - ~ a é 1891 

ri Rodrigues - : - - . a a 

re. Bermuda - - - - -| 1892 
72 Fiji - - - - - - 1891 


; 39 


73 British Honduras’ - 


a 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


No. Colony. Subject. 


Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 


1 
2 | Gululand - : - | Forests. 
3 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany, 
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No. 74. 


JAMAICA 
(TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS). 


(For Report for 1891, see Colonial Report [Annual], No. 43.) 


Sir H. A. BLAKE to the MARQUESsS oF Ripon. 


King’s House, Jamaica, 
My Lorp, April 19, 1893. 
1 nAvE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of 
the Blue Book of the Turks and Caicos Islands for the year 1892, 
together with the Commissioner’s Report thereon. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) Henry A. BLAKE, 
Governor. 
The Most Hon. the Marquess of Ripon, K.G., 
&e. &e. &e. 


Report ON THE BuvE Book oF THE TURKS AND Caicos 
IsLANDS FOR THE YEAR 1892. 


1.—Revenue and Expenditure. 


The Revenue collected in 1892 was 7,836/., as compared with 
7,3541. in 1891, and exceeded the estimate by 7854. The balance 
carried forward from the previous year was 2,536/, giving a gross 
revenue of 10,3722. The increase was chiefly due to the larger 
export of salt. 

The total expenditure amounted to 7,596/, being less by 4007. 
than the sum expended in 1891. Of this amount, 6,926/ was 
ordinary expenditure, against 6 842. in 1891, and 6702 was for 
special works, the sum so spent in 1891 having been 1,012. 

The revenue collected within the year was in excess of the 
total expenditure within the same period, and left a sum of 2401. 
to be added to the balance to carry forward to 1893. The sum 
so carried forward was 2,776/ and the Dependency has also to its 
credit the sum of 1,000/. invested, making a total credit balance of 
3,7761. 

Statements showing the details of revenue and expenditure for 
the last two years are attached :— 

I 76780 = Wt. 10280. 


JAMAICA 
(Turxs 
AnD Carcos 
Isianps). 
1892, 
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; Revenue. 
‘(leaks 1891. 
anp Caicos 
AseAee- £- «. d. 4. ee 8 
; Balance from 1890 - - : - —— 3,177 5 9 
Stage Import duties - js . : -| 3019 4 5 
Royalty on salt exported (1,569,460 bushels) - | 2,288 18 0 
Do. oncaveearth - - - - 20 14 O 
Light dues - - - - - 676 13 4 
Sales of Crown Land - . - - 7 5 0 
Rents and leases - ~ - - 195 4 9 
Auction dues - - - - - 2113 0 
Liquor licenses - - - - > 75 0 0 
Wine do. - - - - - 72 10 0 
Dog tax - - > - - - 1 <8 7 
Postage - - - - - 186 3 1 
Commission on money orders’ - - - 33 4 4 
Fines from Supreme and Police Courts - - 26 12 0 
Fees of office = - - ~ . - 80 1 0 
Wharfage and storage’ - - = - $2.9 4 
Grant in aid of mail service ~ = : 250 0 0 
Interest on money funded - - : 40 0 0 
Miscellaneous Revenue - - - - 313 8 9 
ecmeneripieecewsiceed! PAGAN dt - 7 
To Balance brought down, 2,535/. 16s. 8d. 10,531 10 4 
1892. 
zs. d. BS ye 
Balance from 1891 > - - - — 2,535 16 8 
Import duties “ - - - - | 8,038 19 11 
Royalty on salt exported (1,788,334 bushels) -| 2,608 0 10 
Light dues - - - - : 764 15 8 
Sales of Crown Lands’ - - - - 1218 5 
Rents and leases - - - S LOT Bar 7 
Auction dues - - : - a 23) 7 2 
Liquor licenses - > - - - 75 0-6 
Wine do. - ~ - - - 8% 00 
Dog tax - - - - - 15 3 9 
Postage - - 3 - - - 176 2 7 
Commission on money orders - - 45-104 
Fines from Supreme and Police Courts - - 42 0 2 
Fees of office - - - - “* 70 1 4 
Wharfage and storage - - - - 19 1 4 
Grant in aid of mail service - - - 250 0 0O 
Interest on money funded - - - 40 0 0 
Miscellaneous Revenue - - - - 371 1 1 
—<——<$— 7,836 6 2 
To Balance brought down, 2,776/. 5s, 4d. 10,372 2 10 


A ar eaperrenpsneen eer 
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Expenditure. 
1891. 

2. ay & 6. 4. 
Commissioner’s Department - - -| 2,094 5 7 
Judicial do. - - 546 5 3 
Medical do. - - 884 6 8 
Jail do. - - 847 2 1 
Police do. - - 260 14 5 
Light House do. - ~ 219 14 4 
Pensions - - - - - 942 0 
Public works - - - . 271 1 
Education - - - - 524 138 2 
Registration of births and deaths - - 135-6. 0 
Vaccination - - - - 5 & 0 
Inquests - - - - - 916 0 
Printing - - - : 5 100 0 0 
Stationery - - - - 27 11 4 
Grant in aid of public library - - 50 0 0 
Poor relief - - - 2 19405 72911 
Mail service - - - = 500 0 0 
Maintenance of lunatics - - a 69 18 6 
Post Office expenses - - “ 16 16 0 
Agriculture at the Caicos - - 18 5 0 
Salary of Clerk of Market and Wharf Lightkeeper i Bid 
Grant in aid of maintenance of buoys, C. harbour 30 0 0 
For taking the Census - - = 63 11 6 
Relief of distress at the Caicos - 2 60 19 8 
Unforeseen contingencies - = 215 4 9 

——_——_-——_| 6,983 8 3 

Expenditure from Surplus Revenue. 
North tank and catch, Grand Turk - - 229 17a.2 
Wall at catch, North Tank do. - - 59 19 O 
Roof do. do. - - 148 12 7 
Pump house do. do. - - 10, 0, 0 
Pump do. do. - - T2524 
Wharf extension do. - - 825 11 3 
Removals of shoals do. - - Bir oreg 
Repairs to roads do. - - 70 0 
Opening channel to South Creek, Salt Cay - 18 9 
Landing wharf - - - - dst Be ay 
Expenses on account of T.I.’s Court at Jamaica 

Exhibition - - - - ye ey 8 

———-——| 1,012 5 5 

7,995 13. 8 

Balance - - - -|- - - | 2,585 16 8 


10,531 10 4 


ET 


JAMAICA 
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JAMAICA 1892. 
(Turks 
aND Carcos 
IsLanps), 
1892, ores ae | 
een Commissioner’s Department - - -| 2,090 0 9 
Judicial do. - - - 569 4 0 
Medical do. - - - 200 0 0 
Jail do. - - - 331 0 1 
Police do. > - - 264 16 8 
Light House do. - - - 240 4 3 
Pensions - - - - - - 942 0 
Public works - - - - - 401 8 
Education - - - - - 562 17 5 
Registration of births and deaths - - 1413 0 
Inquests - - - - - - 11 16 O 
Printing - - - - - - 100 0 0 
Stationery - - - - - 20 10 11 
Grant in aid of public library = - . - 50 0 0 
Poor relief - - . - - 142 8 O 
Mail service - - - ee - 478 6 8 
Maintenance of lunatics - - - - 55 8 0 
Post Office expenses - - - - 2419 6 
Agriculture at the Caicos - - - 18 6 10 
Salary of Clerk of Market and Wharf Lightkeeper 18 0 
Grant in aid of maintenance of buoys, ©. harbour 30 0 0 
Relief of distress at the Caicos - - - 116 19 
Drawbacks on imports - - - - 13 1 8 
Quarantine expenses - - - - Se Ul 
Sanitary do - - - - 134 13 6 
Unforeseen contingencies - - - 87 6 8 
— 6,926 2.2 
Expenditure from Surplus Revenue, 
North tank and catch, Grand Turk - - Homo °S 
Wall at catch, North Tank, do. - - 20 17 0 
Repairs to roads do. - - 140 0 0 
Extension of wharf do. - - 209 8 11 
Removal of shoals do. - - 18 19 8 
Landing wharf, Salt Cay - . - rc i ee 
Catch for Public Tank do. - ~ - 49 19 10 
Tank, Cockburn Harbour - - - 101. 7 7 
669 15 4 
Balance - - - S aj - - oe ; 
10,372 2 10 


pact Wars aw ee oh ee bay wee 
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2.—Public Works. 


The only new work of importance undertaken during the year 
was the construction of a tank and catch at Cockburn Harbour, 
in the Caicos Islands, estimated to cost 4501. Good progress was 
made on this work, which it is hoped may be completed within 
the current year and confer a substantial benefit on the community 
at that port. 

The North Tank and catch at Grand Turk was finished, the 
total expenditure on it from commencement in 1890, inclusive of 
surrounding wall, being 8331. 

The extension of the wharf at Grand Turk, commenced in the 
middle of 1891, was completed, the full sum laid out being 5351, 
as was also a new wharf at Salt Cay at a total cost of 1491. 


3,—Legislation. 


The following Ordinances were passed by the Legislative 
Board during the year :— 


No. 1—The Annual Appropriation Ordinance. 

No. 2—The Supplementary Appropriation Ordinance. 

No. 3—The Superannuation Amendment Ordinance. 

No. 4—The Wreck and Salvage Amendment Ordinance. 

No. 5—The Retail Liquor and the Sale of Wine and Retail 
Beer and Cider Amendment Ordinance. 

No. 6—To explain the Superannuation Amendment Ordinance. 


4,—Legislative Board. 


Mr. H. Higgins, the Commissioner and President of the Board, 
went on leave of absence in June, and his place as President was 
taken by the Acting Cowmissioner, Mr. E. H. Johnson, Judge of 
the Supreme Court, the vacancy on the official side thus created 
being filled up by the appointment of Mr. J. OC. Crisson, 
Postmaster and Treasury Accountant. 


5.— Civil Establishment. 


Mr. H. Higgins left the Dependency on leave of absence on 
the 19th of June, and did not return during the year, his post as 
Commissioner being filled by Mr. E. H. Johnson, Judge of the 
Supreme Court and Auditor, the duties of the latter eftice being 
perforined by the Assistant Commissioner, Mr. A. W. Harriott. 

Dr. A. W. Thompson, Government Medical Officer, was absent 
on Jeave from 20th October to 23rd December, his place being 
taken during that pericd by Dr. W. QO. F. Bascome, of Berniuda. 


JAMAIOL 
(Turks 
ann Caicos 
IgLanps). 
1892. 


431 


432 


8 COLONIAL REPORIS.—ANNUAL. 
JAMAICA Mr. F.. C. Harriott, Commissioner’s Clerk, and Mr. C. P. Stamers, 
(Turks Assistant Commissioner at Salt Cay, were each absent on vacation 


ae leave during the year, their respective posts being filled by 


1892. Messrs. H. F. Harriott and G. D. Jones. 


6.—Foreign Consuls. 


The following courtries are represented in the Dependency :— 


United States of America. 
Sweden and Norway. 
Denmark. 

France. 

Spain. 

Dominican Republic. 
Haytian Republic. 


7.—Pensions. 


There is no change to report under this head. The total sum 
paid in pensions was 942/. 


8.—Education. 


‘The following remarks and table are taken from the report of 
the Chairman of the Board of Education :-— 


Both the number of scholars on the books and the average 
attendance have increased, and are much larger than they have 
been for several years. The former shows an increase of over 
20 per cent. on that shown by the last report, and the latter has 
increased over 25 per cent. All the schools have been in operation 
throughout the year, and there have been no changes among the 
teachers. 


Summary of School Returns for 1892. 


=e" 


Average | Average} Number Cost of 
School, Teacher, Number | Attend- jof Daysin} 4 51 
on Books.| ance, joperation.| °%°°!- 


Grand Turk - + -|RB.G.Wint- - - 265 103 oa | 15819 
SaltCay - - + -|N.W.Astwood-~ - 53 27 220 7216 2 
C. Harbour (Boys) -|T.T.Godet-  - * 43 32 224 7013 4 

Pe (Girls) - | Mary Tatem - 64 30 226 55 13 3 
Kew- - - =  +|/G.C.Thomas - - 82 65 223 75 1270 
Blue Hills - + -|S.Irons .- - .- 15 | @ 217 | 7317 0 
Lorimers - r - - | J.J. Tucker - . 97 65 218 55 15 11 


—— | TT |S | EE SRE 


Total - + - —— 729 383 — 562 17 5 


_——-— 
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9.—Imports and Exports. 


The import duties are about the average, being within a few 
pounds of last year’s figure. 

The export of salt was large, being 1,788,334 bushels, or about 
200,000 above the average. 

The dry season was favourable for the salt industry. In addi- 
tion to the 350,000 bushels remaining on hand at the commencement 
of the year a very large crop was reaped, and an ample stock, 
640,000 bushe's, was left on hand to meet the present year’s 
demand, At the time of writing nearly half of this has been 
exhausted, and the raking of the new crop is about to commence. 

Comparative tables, showing the trade and other statistics of the 
Dependency, are attached. 


Co.tecTION of Import Dury for the Year 1892, in comparison with 
the preceding Year, 1891. 


Imports. | 1891. 


| 1892 

£ s. ad, £ s. d. 
Alcohol - - » - - ~ 000 20 8 0 
Ale, porter, cider, &e.  - - - - 6 8 6 7 8 2 
Bay water - - - - - 519 0 12 18 0 
Bread - - - = - - 2118 9 18 18 9 
Butter - - - - - - 65 0 9 59 18 8 
Cheese - - - - - = 29 10 O 23 911 
Cigars - - - - - - 16 4 8 313 9 
Flour, wheat - - - - - 483 15 1 518 38 2 
Lard - - - - = = 73:10 5 83 6 
Lumber and shingles —- - - - 162 7 4 125 13 3 
Meat, salted and cured - - - - 215 7 215 15 4 
Oils - - - - - . 4817 5 85 2 10 
Paint in oil - - - - - 17 2 12 350 
Rice - - = - - - 65 0 74 5 9 
Rum, brandy, gin, cordials, &c. - - - 625 14 6 622 8 2 
Soap - - - = - - 28 5 43 4 6 
Sugar - ~ - - - - 283 5 10 806 11 7 
Tea - - - - - -|, 8 6 6 41 6 0 
Tobacco - - - = - = 40 17 7 48 6 2 
Wine - - = - = - 38 0 7 2114 8 
Ad valorem duties - ~ - - 756 5 9 744 9 9 


8,019 4 5 3,038 19 11 


a 
a 
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Janatoa VA.ox of Imports for the Years 1890, 1891, and 1892. 
(TorxKs 
AND Caicos my =e 
IsLaND8). 1890. 1892. 1892. 
1892. 
£ $5 dk £ s. d. £ s. d. 
42,107 15 11 26,891 17 4 25,3887 12 2 
Vatuz of Exports of Domestic Propuczs and MANUFACTURES 
in the Years 1890, 1891, and 1892. 
——- 1890, 1891. | 1892. 
nee 7s | z 
£ os. d. £ s. ad. | Be wre dy 
Cave earth - - - — 41440 0 |} —_ 
] 
Salt = : . - |30,007 14 0 |28,017 0 5 | 26,113 1 0 
Sponge - = b 1816 7 1,250 0 1 | 939 12 6 
Str’w, shells - - = 17 5-0 — — 
Sisal hemp - = : 49 10 10 10°15 8 25 10: “5 
Timber - . - ~ — & 15 0 — 
Turtle shell i - a 30 0 0 $7 0 0 7710 0 
Total - = - |30,285 16 & |24,7384 10 9 Bi,lo0- 3 1] 


VaLUE or Imports and Exports from and to each Country for 
the years 1890, 1891, and 1892, 


Imports. 


United Kingdom 
British North America 
British Colonies - 
United States, America 


Other foreign countries 


Total 


1890. 


d, 
8 
6 

847 2 

24,083 3 


6.076 12 4 


42,107 15 11 


| 


Sy 


| 1891. 1892. 

Gok FO: Binge gh 
4,868 4 8 4,168 18 5§ 
1,851 5 9 1,070 10 6 
1,158 9 1] 1,468 18 1 
17,049 3 9 16,635 6 6 
1,964 13 8 2,044 3 8 

* |26,892 17 4 |255387 12° 9 


* Including wrecked goods, 
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Exports. JAMAICA 
“ind (Turxs 
sp ren eee I De mene an et ONE se pera tt oy ed ee ee Ee TOA TOOS 
IsLanps), 
—— 1890. 1891, 1892. 1892, 
£- 8. ad. £ os. d, £ sw. 
United Kingdom : - | 1,498 14 0 — — 


British North America - 7,144 6 OQ 6,091 19 4 6,283 15 4 


British Colonies - - 


4,106 11 0 629 18 2 847 19 3 


United States of America 21,404 411 /17,057 18 2 |19,478 2 1} 


Other foreign countries - - | 8496 14 1 2,787 10 4 1522965 7 


i S| en SSSR 


Total - 42,650 10 O* |26,567 1 O |27,38386 2 8 


AVERAGE Quantity of Sat exported from each Port for the Seven 
Years 1884 to 1890, and actual Export for 1891 and 1892. 


Ports. | 1884 to 189t. 1891. 1892. 

Grand Turk - - 668,108 533,706 866,366 
Salt Cay - : - 500,483 355,994 517,522 
Cockburn Harbour - 565,661 679,760 634,446 
Total Bushels -| 1,674,252 1,569,460 1,788,334 


Salt in the Colony on 31st December 1889 370,000 bushels. 


” 9 1890 - 600,000 ,, 
93 ” 99 1891 = 350,000 ry) 
99 99 99 1892 = 640,000 29 


* Including wrecked goods. 
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10.—Shipping. 


The total number and tonnage of vessels entered and cleared 
for the last three years is shown below :— 


Sailing Vessels. 
OR ec ie ee arr ars tice NI) Se ee ae se LE 
Entered. Cleared. Total. 


Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. 
ee a Ne ee re 


[ 


1890 - - - 365 52,441 370 50,457 735 102,898 
1891 - . ° 307 40,590 318 40,421 620 81,011 
1892 - - - | 294 45,887 299 45,364 593 91,251 
Steamers. 
Entered. Cleared. | Total. 
—s Vessels. Tons. pee Pee | Vessels. | Tons. 


1890 - - - 5B 56,265 55 56,265 110 112,530 
1891 - - . 60 61,190 60 61,190 120 122,380 
1892 - = = 57 | 66,515 57 | 66,515 114 133,030 


No visit was paid to the Dependency by Her Majesty’s ships. 


Agriculture, 


The distress among the inhabitants of the Caicos Islands, 
mentioned in the previous year’s Blue Book Report, was heightened 
in 1892 by the long spell of dry weather, and relief had again to 
be given, 

The Government further undertook to purchase as much lime 
and wood from the people as they should bring, by which means 
material assistance was afforded to the working population at a 
comparatively trifling cost, the lime being stored for use on 
public works and the wood resold at a small profit. The two 
fibre companies at the Caicos also gave employment to a large 
number of hands during the distress. 

The cultivation of the Pita (Sisal) plant continues to make 
progress, and the report of the Assistant Commissioner at Cockburn 
Harbour on the subject is encouraging. A large extent of fresh 
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ground has been planted out during the year, and several new = Jamaica 

buildings have been erected in connexion with the industry. Raia 
Botl: companies, it is expected, will be in a position to make 1eLanns). 

small shipments of fibre during 1893. 1892. 
A plantation of Sea Island cotton has also been started on one yo 


of the adjacent Cays. 
12.— Gaols and Prisoners. 


The total number of prisoners committed during 1892 was 29, 
of whom three were for safe keeping and 26 for purposes of penal 
imprisonment. 

The daily average in the gaol was six. 


13.— Criminal Statistics. 


The total number of offences reported to the police or to the 
magistrates in 1892 was 169, against 129 in 189). 


Of the offences reported in 1892 :— 


49 were for offences against the person. 

2 5, 45, preedial larceny. 

28 4, 4, Offences against property other than preedial 
larceny. 

90 ,, ,, other offences. 


The total number of convictions in the inferior courts in 1892 
was 112, against 85 in 1891. 


These convictions are classified as follows :— 


33 for offences against the person. 

1.,, preedial larceny. 
18 ,, offences against property other than preedial larceny. 
60 ,, other offences. 


The convictions in the Supreme Court were as follows :-— 
5 for oftences against the person. 


4 ,, 9 » property. 
2 ,, other offences, 


The acquittals were as follows :— 


In the inferior courts) - - - “ : as 
In the Supreme Court - - - ; - hs 


In 1892 each prisoner dealt with is treated as a separate case. 
In the previous years, where more than one prisoner was dealt 
with for the same offence, they were taken as constituting only 
one case. ‘The apparent increase is thus accounted for. 


14.— Hospitals and Asylums. 


‘There is no hospital or asylum. Cases of lunacy are very rare, 
but when occurring, the patient is placed in the gaol and 
ultimately sent to the asylum at Jamaica. 
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east 15.— Meteorological Observations. 

AND Caicos Table showing maximum, minimum, and mean temperature taken 
a ad at 10 a.m. during each month of the year -— 
S| Month Maximum. Minimum. | Mean. 

January - - : = 80 76 74 
February - - - 80 76 77 
March - - - - 78 76 77) 
April - ; P | 80 75 77 
May - c - 82 | 76 79 
June - - - - 83 | 79 82 
July - - - - 83 82 83 
August - - : - 86 | 83 84 
September ~ - : 86 80 84 
Ovtober - - - - 85 | 80 83 
November - - al 82 | 76 80 
December - - - &0 | 76 78 


Rainratt for the Year 1892 compared with the Average for the previous 
Seven Years. 


Month. Grand Turk.| Salt Cay. Toe Kew. 
January - : - "76 | "40 *82 
February - - 1°84 65 1°66 
March - - - 1°35 *90 1°80 
April - - - *32 rn 03 
May - - - “71 1°20 *S1 
June : - - *23 *76 1°83 
July - - - | 1:20 ‘7h fo 
August - - - *65 1°34 1°79 
September : - 3°30 2°02 4°00 
October - - : 4-7 5°15 6°27 
November - - 5:03 5°64 3°82 
December - > "14 *68 mp 
Total inches - >| 20°35 19.45 23°51 
Average for seven years, 
1885 to 1891 - - 26°06 23°74 23°17 
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1.—Savings Banks. 


The Government Savings Bank was opened in 1890. The 
attached statements show its condition at the present time :— 


| 
No. of 


Depositors. Deposited. Withdra wn. To credit. 
Bank. 
1891. | 1892. 1891. 1892. 1891, | 1892. 1891. | 1892. 
21S. duimee 8 a. £810.) £8. d.| £58. Ge 2 8.8 
Grand Turk | 34 42 | 188 8 6| 18811 2) 157 0 2/| 12211 7 | 24315 7 | 30915 2 
Salt Cay -| 32 38 Bl 0 0] 75 9 1| 561211) 7219 83/| 8 0 8|-8710 6 


Cockburn 


Harbour -| 17 18 59 6 7] 70 8 0] 24 0 0) 19 3 56/193 4&4 9 | 244 4 4 


622 1 0 | 64110 0 


Total -| 83 98 | 24815 1] 384 8 3] 23713 1 | 21414 8 


Number of depositors in sums of — 


Under 1. 1l. to 101. 102. to 202. 
1891. 1892. 1891. | 1892. 1891. | 1892. 
Grand Turk - 12 17 16 | 7 i 4 
| 
Salt Cay - - 19 21 ll | 14 ih 3 
Cockburn Harbour 8 7 5 6 1 2 
Total - - 89 45 32 37 2 9 
201. to 501. 6Cl. to 1002. Over 1002. 
1991. 1892, 1891. aso, | aim, 1892. 1891. 1892. 
Grand Turk - 6 2 Ges aay = 
Salt Cay - - 1 _ — — 
Ceckburr Harbour 2 1 a 1 
Total - - 8 8 = er — 1 


17.— Postal Statistics. 


The mail service was performed throughout the year by the 
contract s.g. * Alpha,” of Messrs. Pickford ‘and Black’s line, plying 


JAMAICA 
(Turks 
axnp Caicos 
Isianpe). 
1892. 
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Jamatca Monthly between Halifax and Jamaica, calling at Bermuda and 
-(Torxs Grand Turk. 
a te The steamers of the Clyde line, from New York monthly to 
asoz.. Hayti and San Domingo, also make Grand Turk a port of call on 
— both the outward and inward voyage, and carry a mail. 
A direct parcel post with the United States and Canada is 
much desired by the community, and it is hoped that this want 
may be supplied during the current year. 


General Remarks. 


A visit was paid to the Dependency in June last by his Excel- 
lency the Governor-in-Chief, Sir Henry Blake, accompanied by 
Lady Blake and suite, who remained a day at Grand Turk and 
subsequently visited the outlying settlements of Salt Cay and 
Cockburn Harbour in the Caicos. 

The visit was greatly appreciated by the inhabitants. 

The extension of the cable by the Halifax and Bermuda Cable 
Company, from Bermuda to the West Indies vid Grand Turk, has 
not yet been undertaken, but is still hoped for. 

There are no other matters of importance that call for remark. 

The general condition of the Islands appears to be satisfactory, 
and to give fair promise for the future, so far as my short residence 
of two weeks has enabled me to observe. 


EDWARD J. CAMERON, 
Grand Turk, March 18, 1893. Acting Commissioner. 


Lonpown: Printed by EYRE AND SPOTTISWOOUDE, 
Printers to the Queen's most Excellent Majesty 


For Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions, have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year. 
34 | Newfoundland - - - -| 1890 
35 | Jamaica - - - - ° - | 1889-91 
386 | Victoria - - - e - 1890 
37 | British New Guinea : - - - | 1890-91 
38 | St. Vincent - - - - 1891 
39 | Bermuda - - - ~ - - # 
40 | Seychelles and Rodrigues - - - | 1889 and 
1890 
41 |Gambia - - - - - - 1891 
42 | Barbados - - - - a 
43 | Turks Islands . - - - - = 
44 | Bahamas - - - - - " 
45 | Fiji . - - - - - 1890 
46 | Seychelles - - - - 1891 
47 | British Bechuanaland - - : - | 1890-92 
48 | Malta - - > - - | 1890 and 
1891 
49 | Gibraltar - - - hs « s 1891 
50 | Falkland Islands’ - - - - nm 
51 | Leeward Islands” - - - - - e 
52 | Grenada - - - - a 
538 | St. Lucia - - . “ * é i 
54 | Labuan - - - - - 3 
55 | British Guiana - - - , . 4 
56 | Zululand - - - - - % 
57 | Mauritius - - - - - - x 
58 | Lagos” - - - - - a 
59 | Straits Settlements : - - - ¥ 
60 | Ceylon - - - - - rs 
61 | Natal . - - . . - | 1891-92 
62 | Basutoland - - . ‘ = 
63 | St. Helena - - “ “ “ 3 1891 
64 | Sierra Leone : - - - fe 
65 | Jamaica - - - - - - | 1891-92 
66 | ‘[rinidad and Tobag - - - 1891 
67 | Newfoundland - - ° - - pe 
68 | British New Guinea - - - | 1891-92 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Coiony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast - - -| Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand - - -| Forests. 


3  |Sierra Leone - . -| Geology and Botany. 
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No. 69. 
VICTORIA. 


(For Digest for 1890, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 36.) 


The Eart or Hopetoun to the Maraqurss or Ripon, 


Government House, Melbourne, 

My Lorp, December 2, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy 
of a digest of the statistics of Victoria for the year 1891. 

have, &c. 
The Most. Hon, (Signed) HOPreETOUN, 
The Marquess of Ripon, K,G., P.C. 
&e. &e, &e. 


Digest of Statistics of Victorta, 1891, by Henry 
Hryiyn Hayter, C,M.G., Government Statist. 


1. The estimated 
as follows :— 


Estimated Population, 31st December 1891. 


Males : > - - 606,035 
Females ~ - ~ 551,643 
Total - - 1,157,678 


2. This estimate shows an increase during the year of 24,412, 
viz., 9,971 males and 14,441 females, The figures have been 
derived from the numbers returned at the census, worked back to 
the beginning and on to the end of 1891, by means of the numbers 
expressing the excess of births over deaths and of arrivals over 
departures which took place before and after the census day. 
The official record of births, deaths, and arrivals have been taken 
as they stand, but the record of departures being known to be 
defective, an allowance has been made for those unrecorded, which 
are estimated to have amounted to 4,681, viz., 3,603 males and 
1,028 females in 1891. These numbers have accordingly been 
deducted from the totals. Had no such deductions been made, 

1 75610. Wt. 10230. 


Victoria. 
1891. 


population of Victoria at the end of 1891 was > ee 


Mode of 
forming 
population 
estimate, 
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1891. 


Apparent 
increase of 
population 
im 1891. 


Mean popula- 
tion, 1891. 


Urban and 
rural popula- 
tion. 
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the apparent population at the end of 1891 would have been 
1,162,309, viz., 609,638 males and 552,671 females, 


3. According to the records of births and deaths, and of 
immigrants and emigrants, the apparent increase of population 
in 1891 was 29,150, viz., 14,436 males and 14,714 females. Of 
this increase, 19,874, consisting of 8,932 males and 10,942 females, 
resulted from excess of births over deaths; and 9,276, consisting 
of 5,504 males and 3,772 females, was due to excess of arrivals 
over departures. 


4. The mean population of the year 1891 may be estimated as 
follows : -— 


Estimated Mean Population, 1891. 


Males - - - - 600,860 
Females - - - - 546,070 
Total - - 1,146,930 


5. In the following table the area of Victoria is divided into 
three districts, the first being the metropolitan (Greater Mel- 
bourne), extending in all directions for a distance of 10 miles 
from the centre of the city; the second, viz. the extra-metro- 
politan towns, including the total space embraced in cities, towns, 
and beroughs (present or former) outside the limits of Greater 
Melbourne; and the third, viz. the extra-urban or rural, in- 
cluding the remaining portions of the colony. In each of these 
districts the population is shown as at the end of 1891, as well as 
the average population during that year, also the ratio of the 
population of each district to that of the whole colony, and the 
number of persons to the square mile :— 


Urban and Rural Population, 1891. 


Population, at end of 1891. 


Estimated 
Area Mean 
Districts. : in Propor- | Persons oe ge 
Miler, Total. j|tionsper| to the : 
Be Cent. | Sq. Mile. 
Metropolitan - 256 491,942 | 42°49 | 1,921 491,700 
Towns 

Extra-Metropolitan 376 194,084 | 16°76 | 516 195,940 
Total Urban - - 632 686,026 | 59°25 | 1,085 687,640 
Extra-Urban or Rural -| 87,252 471,652 | 40°75 5°4 459,290 
Total of Victoria - | 87,884 | 1,157,678 | 100°00 13 1,146,930 
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6. The following table shows the estimated population of each Vicrort. 


Australasian colony at the end of 1891, the increase of population 


of each such colony since the census was taken, and the mean population of 


population of each during the year :— 


Populations of Australasian Colonies at end of 1891. 


Estimated Population on 
81st December. Both Sexes. 


Colony. I : 
nerease since] 44 
Census paar 
Males. | Females. Total. ‘ Population 
(8 Months 1891 ; 
and 25 Days). 
eee, Cee ad ES A ee a ee ee 
Victoria - 606,035 551,643 | 1,157,678 17,273 1,146,930 
ww 
New South Wales - 630,870 534,430 | 1,165,300 33,066 1,143,580 
Queensland - - 232,558 177,772 410,330 16,612 400,713 
South Australia - 169,704 156,062 325,766 5,335 $22,956 
Western Australia - 82,228 21,057 53,285 3,503 §1,243 
Total - - | 1,671,395 | 1,440,964 | 3,112,359 75,789 3,065,392 
Tasmania - - 80,917 71,702 152,619 5,952 148,955 
New Zealand - - 336,174 297,884 634,058 7,400 629,783 
Grand total - | 2,088,486 | 1,810,550 | 3,899,036 89,141 3,844,130 


7, It will be remembered that, according to estimates made in 
New South Wales, the population of that colony, as far back as 


1887, was shown to be larger than that of Victoria. The census Wales. 


of 1891, however, revealed the fact that these estimates were 
erroneous, and Victoria had still the larger population. If the 
figures in the table relating to New South Wales—which were 
supplied by the Government of that colony—are correct, it would 
appear that in consequence of the increase since the census having 
been, according to the returns, greater there than in this colony, 
New South Wales is now, in point of population, in advance of 
Victoria or any other Australasian colony. 


8. The following table shows the estimated area in acres, the 
estimated population, and the number of persons to the acre at 
the end of 1891, also the estimated mean population during 
that year in the various municipalities comprised in Greater 
Melbourne :— 
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Population of Greater Melbourne, 1891. 


i} 
| At end of 1891. 
Estimated Mean 
Sub-districts. Area Population, 
in Acres. | Estimated | Persons to 1891. 
|Population.| the Acre. 
| 


Melbourne City - - 5,020 73,296 14°60 73,340 
North Melbourne Town - - 565 21,057 87°27 21,470 
Fitzroy City - = : 923 | 31,453 34°08 | 32,120 
Collingwood City - - - 1,139 34,791 80°55 84,977 
Richmond City - - 1,430 36,704 25°67 38,099 
Brunswick Town - - - 2,722 21,961 8°07 21,961 
Northcote Town - - 2,850 7,100 2°49 7,339 
Prahran City - - - 2,320 39,453 17°01 39,620 
South Melbourne City - - 2,311 45,570 19°72 43,066 
Port Melbourne Borough - - 2,366 12,797 5°41 12,977 
St. Kilda City - - 2,046 20,202 O87 19,959 
Brighton Town - - - 3,288 9,887 3°01 9,868 
Essendon Town - - 4,000 15,245 3°81 14,689 
Flemington and Kensington 1,088 10,100 9°28 10,005 
Borough. 
Hawthorn City - - - 2,389 19,267 8°10 19,479 
Kew Borough - - 3,553 8,500 2°39 8,475 
Footscray City - - - 8,075 18,253 5°94 18,850 
Williamstown Town” - - 2,775 16,190 5°83 16,037 
Oakleigh Borough - - 2,178 1,250 *57 1,241 
Caulfield Shire - - 6,080 8,155 1°34 8,055 
Malvern Shire - - - 4,000 8,435 2°10 8,236 
Boroondara Shire - - 8,320 6,438 aa. 6,282 
Preston Shire - - - 8,800 3,466 *39 8,535 
Coburg Shire - - - 4,800 5,852 1°22 5,785 
Remainder of district - 84,904 14,555 “17 14,330 
Shipping in Hobson’s Bay and — 1,965 — 1,965 
River. 
Total, including Shipping -| 163,942 | 491,942 2°99 491,700 


9. The density of the population of each of the component 
parts of Greater Melbourne is shown in the fourth column of the 
table. It will be noticed that the most thickly-peopled munici- 
pality is North Melbourne, with rather over 37 persons to the acre ; 
then Fitzroy, with 34; Collingwood, with nearly 31; Richmond, 
with 26; South Melbourne, with 20; Prahran City, with 17; and 
Melbourne City with rather less than 15 persons to the acre. In 
explanation of the fact that some of the suburbs are more densely 
populated than the city, it will be remembered that large numbers 
of people who come to business spend their days in the latter, 
but have their residences, and would therefore be enumerated, in 
the former. It should also be borne in mind that, in some of the 
municipalities, extensive parks, gardens, and other public reserves 
exist, 80 that the population is really living in closer proximity 
than the figures indicate. Melbourne City contains 1,723 acres of 
such reserves; Kew, 634 acres; South Melbourne, 482 acres ; 
Williamstown, 446} acres; Flemington and Kensington, 307 
acres; St.'Kilda, 250 acres; Richmond, 1906 acres ; Brighton, 1664 
acres; Port Melbourne, 80} acres; Essendon, 654 acres; Fitzroy, 
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41 acres; Collingwood, 39 acres; Footscray, 453 acres; and Vrcrorts 
there are smaller reserves in some of the other municipalities, de 
If the reserves be excluded, the persons to the acre in the places ae 
named would be as follows :-—Fitzroy, 35:7; Collingwood, 31°6; 
Richmond, 29°6 ; South Melbourne, 24:9; Melbourne City, 22°2 ; 
Flemington and Kensington, 12-9; St. Kilda, 11:25; Williams- 

town, 7; Footscray, 6; Port Melbourne, 56; Essendon, 39; 

Brighton, 3:2; and Kew, 2°9. ‘ 

10. ‘The growth of the population of Greater Melbourne in the Small increase 
10 years ended with 1891 was at the rate of nearly 21,000 per eee ae 
annum, but according to estimates carefully prepared by the 
municipal authorities, this increase has been severely checked, 
the augmentation between the 5th April and the end of December 
1891 being only 1,046, or at the rate of about 1,400 per annum, 


11, In the following table is shown the area embraced in the Metropolitan 

metropolis (including suburbs) of each of the Australasian colonies, PoPUltions, 
, 1891. 

with the population thereof’ as enumerated at the last census and 

estimated at the end of 1891; also the increase of the population 

of each capital city since the census, the mean population of each 

during the year, and the density of the population of each at its 

close :— 


Population of Australasian Capital Cities, 1891. 


Population. Increase P 
since Mean ce 
Name of Area in Census Popula- ® ne 
City. Acres. |Enumerated| Estimated (8 Months tion, 31 a ; 
(5th April | (31st Dec. | and 1891. |¢ a 
1891). 1891). | 25 Days). )- 


Melbourne - | 163,942 490,896 491,942 1,046 491,700 3°00 


Sydney - 86,400 387,434 399,270 11,836 391,379 4°62 
Brisbane - 50,240 93,657 — _— 93,657 1°86 
Adelaide - | 167,680 133,252 132,575 —677 133,026 °79 
Perth - 4,830 8,447 10,040 1,593 8,978 2°08 
Hobart - 47,560 33,450 33,972 922 33,624 aif 
Wellington - 9,032 33,224 33,682 458 33,374 3°72 


12. According to the estimates made, Sydney is the only capital Increase of 
city in which any substantial increase of population took place population 
between the date of the census and the end of 1891, It will be *7°° °°™S"¥* 
noticed that, not only in Sydney but in Perth, the estimated 
numerical increase of population dur.ng the period referred to 
was greater than in Melbourne. 


13. It will, moreover, be noticed that the inhabitants of Greater Density of 
Sydney dwell in greater contiguity than those of any of the Population in 
sj OF Pie ; , : : capital cities. 
other metropolitan cities, and in both that city and Wellington 
the people are nearer each other than they are in Greater 
Melbourne, whilst in Adelaide and Hobart there is less than one 
person to the acre. 


14. In the following paragraphs the immigration and emigration Overland 


referred to is by sea only; the results given would probabl migration not 
: y 3 4 P b bly be recorded: 
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greatly modified if the overland traffic, of which no record is 
available, were to be taken into account, more especially since 
the facilities for overland intercourse with the neighbouring 
colonies have been greatly increased by the extension of railways, 
The insufficiency of the present returns of immigration and 
emigration to supply material for supplementing the return of 
births and deaths, for the purpose of forming estimates of popula- 
tion between the census periods, has more than once been brought 
under the notice of the Government by the Government Statist, 
who has suggested that steps should be taken to obtain a record 
of the arrivals and departures overland ; but it seems that difficulties, 
at present supposed to be insuperable, stand in the way of taking 
note of such persons, and, therefore, there is no alternative but to 
leave them out of account altogether. It is evident that, supposing 
the returns of those who come and go by the seaboard are correct, 
and the births and deaths are all registered, the population 
estimates must always understate or overstate the truth, according 
as the arrivals or the departures overland are the greater. 


15. In consequence of the system pursued in keeping the 
records of immigration and emigration—the practice being to set 
down all who pass through Victorian ports on their way to other 
colonies and countries as both arriving in and departing from this 
colony—Victoria, being situated between South Australia and 
Western Australia on the one hand and New South Wales and 
Queensland on the other, seems always to have an unduly large 
number of persons coming in and leaving, whereby an impression 
is created that yreat numbers come to Victoria, but, being dis- 
satisfied with their prospects in this colony, betake themselves 
elsewhere. If all are recorded accurately, the result showing those 
who remain would be correct ; still it is to be regretted that some 
means could not be found of keeping the account, without 
including a number of persons who have had no connexion 
whatever with the colony, and, perhaps, may have never so much 
as even landed on its shores. 


16. The arrivals and departures by sea* recorded during 1891, 
also the excess of the former over the latter, were as follow :— 


Immigration and Emigration, 1891. 


— | Males. | Females. Total. 
Arrivals by sea ° - 41,537 20,911 62,448 
Departures by sea ° 2 - 86,033 17,139 53,172 
Excess of arrivals - - 5,504 3,772 9,276 


* All the figures relating to arrivals in the Colony and departures therefrom 
contain statements of those who come and go by sea only. No attempt is made to 
keep an account of those who cross the frontier from and to the adjacent Colonies. 
It has already been mentioned that the number of persons departing by sea is 
habitually understated. 
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17. The records of both arrivals and departures show much  Vicroria. 
smaller numbers for 1891 than for 1890, the former by 17,329, sie 
and the latter by 10,648; the apparent net gain being less than Gain be 
in 1890 by 6,681, viz., 3,927 males and 2,754 females. immigration, 


18. The immigration authorities do not note the exact ages Sie ea tae 
of the persons arriving and departing, but classify them as adults, 4 auite and 
or those from 12 years of age upwards; as children, or those children 
between 1 year of age and 12 years; ard as infants, or those ae cae aud 
under 1 year. The following are the numbers under each of “?°'® 


those heads who came and went during 1891 :— 


Arrivals and Departures of Adults, Children, and Infants, 1891. 


— | Adults. | Children. | Infants.: Total. 

Arrivals - - ° - 57,807 4,131 510 62,448 
Departures - - - 47,848 4,586 738 53,172 
Immigration in excess - 9,959 —455 —223 9,276 


19. In consequence of the practice which exists of recording Arrivals from 

the ports of original departure and final destination of the ships igen ies 
3 E R or different 

as being also those of all the passengers, instead of noting the countries, 
ports at which the respective passengers joined the vessel and 
those at which they stated their intention of leaving it, much 
doubt must exist as to the accuracy of the records showing the 
countries from which persons who arrive in the colony came, and 
to which those who left it went. The returns, however, as furnished 


by the immigration authorities, are given for what they may be 
worth :— 


Arrivals from and Departures for different Countries, 1891. 


H Arrivals Departures Excess of 
Countries. therefrom. thereto. Immigration. 
New South Wales and Queensland - 24,456 20,438 4,018 
South and Western Australia - 7,242 7,342 — 100 
Tasmania - - - 18,346 15,217 8,129 
New Zealand - ~ - 4,028 3,313 715 
The United Kingdom - - 5,846 4,853 993 
Foreign Countries - - 2,530 2,009 521 
Total - - 62,448 53,172 9,276 


——— 


20. The net result of the recorded immigration and emigration Gain by 
by sea between Victoria and the neighbouring Colonies, the "peta 

. . ° ° . ° rom various 
United Kingdom, and foreign countries during the last eight countries and 
months and 27 days of 1881, each of the years 1882 to 1890, the vice versa. 
first three months and five days, and the last eight months and 


twenty-five days of 1891, the whole being the period intervening 
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between the censuses of 1881 and the end of 1891, is shown in 
the following table :— 


Net Immigration from different Countries, 1881 to 1891. 


Immigration from in Excess of Emigration to— 


Years. New Sonth]. uth and sl alt Whe fences 
Bp colaag Western |Tasmanig,| and the | United eee | tion. 
a Australia. fhe Kingdom. | 
1881 (8 months and | — 1,827 1,024] 2,682 8s6| 3,208 963 6,432 
2 : -| — 2,978 2,929| 8,455 165 | 6,702 607 10,880 
1883 oo ya | == ee 2,362 | 4,500 407 | 10,276 926 | 11,030 
ae -| — 3,647 763 | 5,882 796 | 9,863| 1,029 | 14,148 
1885 Pes ie 6136 | 5,076 1,628 | 8,875 759 | 14,982 
1886s -| — 4,479 7,248 | 8,536] 9,694] 11,722| 2,561 25,308 
1887 ah ae 939 8,991 3,106 1,588] 8813] 3,639 29,026 
1888 . -| 10,517 3402 | 9,649] 8,475| 9,894 866 | 41,808 
1889 ‘ ~ |e <° 350 507 | 5,259 361 | 10,287 9 16,164 
1890 —Stt« -| 4,084 | —1422| 6948] 1,299} 3,502| 1,596 | 15,957 
1891 (3monthsand| 2019 | 178] 2,971 290 | — 835 107 4,680 
1801 (8 monthsand| 1,999 | — 278 258 425 | 1,828 4nd 4,646 
25 days). 
Total -|— 8115 | 23,545 | 52,601} 18,964 | 84,132. | 13476 | 187,903. 


21. It would appear from this table that the Colony gained 
population from the United Kingdom in all the periods shown, 
except during the first three months of 1891, when there was a 
slight loss; that it gained in all the periods from foreign countries, 
Tasmania and New Zealand; that, moreover, it gained from the 
western Colonies in all the years except 1890 and 1891, but lost 
to the eastern ones in all the periods but five, the net loss in that 
direction being over 8,000 in the 11 years. The largest apparent 
gain in any one year (42,000) was in 1888, that being the year 
of the Melbourne Centennial International Exhibition; the 
next largest gain (25,000) was in 1886, when the net immigration 
was much larger than in any other year except the Exhibition 
year alluded to. It should be borne in mind that so far as 
migration by the seaboard is concerned, which is that to which 
the table refers, the returns inward are fairly correct, whilst those 
outwards invariably understate the truth, and chiefly for this 
reason, the recent enumeration of the population, taken in con- 
nexion with the registration of births and deaths, revealed the 
fact that in the recent intercensal period the actual gain by 
immigration was only 168,000, as against 183,000 shown by the 
addition of the figures in the last column of the table, omitting 
those in the last line. 


22. In the 12 years 1871 to 1882, 5,547 immigrants from the 
United Kingdom had free or partially free passages granted them 
to Victoria. Of these, 3,212, or 58 per cent., arrived in the frst 
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year, and 5,168, or 93 per cent., in the first three years of the 
period alluded to. The number then declined rapidly from year 
to year, and since 1873 only 379 such immigrants have arrived. 
Of these only 5, all females, came in 1880, not one in 1881, and 
only 2 in 1882, Since 1882 no free or assisted immigrants have 
been introduced by the State. 


23. The following table shows the recorded arrivals in and 
departures from each Australasian colony by sea, and the excess 
of the former over the latter during the year 1891; the sexes of 
those who came and who went away being also distinguished :— 


Immigration and Emigration Returns of the Australasian 
Colonies, 1891. 


Excess of Arrivals over 


Arrivals. Departures. Departures. 
Colony. 3 2 ; g 
g a a $ a | 3 8 3 
s ge 1-3) 4 ‘eee ee ae 
2 | a 6 
§ 2 & 3 . Po = Fe Bi 


Victoria . - | 41,537 | 20,911 | 62,448 | 36,088 | 17,139 | 53,172 5,504 | 3,772 9,276 
New South Wales- | 47,057 | 22,862 | 69,919 | 35,415 | 16,658 | 52,078 | 11,642 6,204 | 17,846 
Queensland = -| 13,090 | 5,679 | 18,769 | 11,822 | 5,070 | 16,892] 1,268 609 | 1,877 
South Australia -| 11,990 | 4,694] 16,684] 9,272] 3,535 | 12,807] 2,718; 1,159 | 3,877 
Western Australia 4,971 | 1,875 | 6,346] 2,093 568 | 2,661} 2,878 807 | 3,685 


— ee | | | | | | | i 


Total - - 1118,645 | 55,521 |174,166 | 94,635 | 42,970 | 137,605 | 24,010 | 12,551 | 36,561 


Tasmania « - | 18,129 | 9,186] 27,315 | 14,010] 7,223 | 21,233] 4,119 | 1,963 6,082 
New Zealand - | 9,427 5,004 | 14,431 | 11,896 | 6,233 | 17,629 | —1,969 | —1,229 | —3,198 


Grand Total - | 146,201 | 69,711 | 215,912 | 120,041 | 56,426 | 176,467 | 26,160 | 18,285 | 39,445 


Nors.—The figures in this table refer to immigration and emigration by sea only. 


24, The figures in the table indicate the persons going from 
colony to colony, as well as those arriving from, and departing 
for, distant countries. ‘lhe figures in the total and grand total 
lines of the last three columns, however, ought to show the net 
gain to the population of Australia and Australasia by immigra- 
tion. By the last of these columns it is seen that, in 1891, the 
Australian continent apperently gained nearly 37,000, and the 
continent, with the addition of Tasmania and New Zealand, 
apparently gained over 39,000 inhabitants. The corresponding 
figures for 1890 were 51,139 and 51,804; those for 1889 were 
48,802 and 51,688; those for 1888 were 73,844 and 65,599 ; 
those for 1887 were 61,732 and 65,041, and those for 1886 were 
63,144 and 64,947. Many persons, however, leave all the colonies 
by sea without their departure being noted; therefore the actual 
gain from without is always less than the records indicate. 
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group, except New South Wales; also that New Zealand was the 
only colony in which there was a recorded loss of population by 
emigration, 7 


26. The following is a statement of the revenue and expendi- 
ture of Victoria in the financial year ended on the 30th June 
1891; the excess of the latter over the former; the credit balance 
brought forward from 1889-90, and the debit balance carried 
forward to 1891-92 :~- 


Finance Account of Victoria, 1890-91.* 


(Exclusive of recoups and special expenditure.) 


£ 68: 
Receipts - - - 8,343,587 18 
Expenditure - - - 9,128,698 16 9 


Expenditure in excess of re- 

ceipts - - - 785,110 18 5 
Credit balance from 1889-90 - 578,268 0 9 
Debit balance carried forward 

to 1891-92 - - - 206,842 17 8 


27. Turing the financial year under review, the expenditure 
exceeded the receipts by 785,1112.; but after allowing for the 
large credit balance brought forward from the previous year, 
viz., 578,268/., there remains a net debit balance of 206,843/. to 
be carried forward to 1891-92. This is the first debit balance 
which has occurred during the last ten years. 


28. With reference to this debit balance, however, it should be 
stated that an exceptionally large amount (nearly 641,000/.) was 


paid during the last two years tu wipe out all arrears remaining 


over from pi vious years, with a view of placing the accounts upon 
a sound footing. Thus the expenditure incurred in each of the 
last four financial years, but charged forward in each case to the 
subsequent year, was as follows :—507,123/. in 1887-88, 658,936/. 
in 1888-89, 1538,2262. in 1889-90, and 18,2582 in 1890-91. As 
against the last-named amount, however, the Audit Commis- 
sioners point out that there is a set-off of 15,4987. by amounts 
received at country revenue offices in June, but not brought to 
account in the Treasury until July. Thus, all arrears having 


* According to a statement distributed to members of the Legislative Assembly 
on the 28th July 1892 by the Honourable the Treasurer, the revenue of 1891-92 was 
7,728,828/., and the expenditure was 8,639,900/., the latter thus exceeding the former 
by 911,072/., which amount being added to the balance at the beginning of the finan- 
cial year, leaves a debit balance of 1,117,915/., which, being added to the balance at 
the debit of the Land Sales by Auction Fund, 416,410/. (which it is proposed to 
charge to the general revenue account), results in a total debit balance of 1,534,325/. 
to be carried forward. The estimated population at about the middle of the same 12 
menths was about 1,157,678, so that the revenue per head was 6l. 13s. 6d., and the 
expenditure per head 7/. 9s. 3d. These figures are not final. 
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virtually been paid off, the year 1891-92 is practically free from 
the liabilities of former years. In accordance with established 
custom, the interest on the public debt is still charged to the year 
in which it is payable; interest accrued, but not payable until 
after the close of any year, being charged to the subsequent year. 
The amount of interest which had accrued in 1890-91, but was 
not payable until lst July and Ist October of the ensuing 
financial year, was 730,992/. 


29. In the following table the receipts and expenditure, exclusive 
of advances recouped and to be recouped, are given for each of the 
17 financial years ended with 1890-91; also the surplus or 
deficiency of revenue in each year, and the credit or debit balances 
carried forward from year to year :— 


Net Public Revenue and Net Public Expenditure, 1874-75 to 
: 1890-91. 


Excluding Advances Recouped and to be Recouped. 


Year. Balances 
Public Public Surplus (+). {carried forward. 
Revenue, Expenditure. | Deficiency (—).| Credit (+). 
Debit (—). 
£ £ £ £ 

1874-75 = 4,169,700 4,296,649 — 126,949 + 120,155 
1875-76 4,325,156 4,394,066 — 68,910 + 51,245 
1876-77 - 4,513,738 4,336,139 + 177,599 + 228,844 
1877-78 - 4,485,412 4,536,062 —- 50,650 + 178,194 
1878-79 - 4,520,277 4,809,724 — 289,447 — 111,253 
1879-80 - 4,600,627 4,803,790 — 203,163 — 314,416 
1880-81 - 8,115,041 5,100,225 + 14,816 — 299,600 
1881-82 -| 5,589,972 5,145,764 | + 444,208 | + 144,608 
1882-83 - 5,602,066 5,643,885 - 41,819 + 102,789 
1883-84 - 5,934,578 5,653,293 + 281,285 + 384,074 
1884-85 -| 6,290,361 6,121,564 | + 168,797 + 552,871 
1885-86 - 6,416,406 6,513,540 - 97,134 + 455,737 
1886-87 - 6,733,826 6,561,251 + 172,575 + 628,312 
1887-88 - 7,607,598 7,287,151 + 320,447 + 948,758 
1888-89 - 8,675,990 7,919,902 + 756,088 + 1,704,846 
1889-90 - 8,519,159 9,645,737 — 1,126,578 + 578,268 


1890-91 - 8,343,588 9,128,699 — 785,111 — 206,843 


ae 
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30. It will be noticed that the gross revenue showed a surplus 
in eight and a deficiency in nine of the years named. On the 
whole, the deficiencies were larger than the surpluses, as the 
credit balance, amounting to 120,0002, carried forward at the end 
of the first year has disappeared, and its place at the end of the 
last year has been supplied by a debit balance of 207,000/. By 
far the largest surplus of revenue was in 1888-89, when it exceeded 
by nearly one-third of a million sterling that in 1881-82, which 
was the next largest. ‘lhe credit balance carried forward at 
the end of 1888-89 was also much larger than that in 1887-88, 
which in turn was much larger than in any other year. The 
largest deficiencies of revenue were in 1889-90 and 1890-91, when 
they exceeded by over 830,000/. and nearly 500,000/, respectively 
the deficiency in 1878-79 which was the largest after these. 


31. No changes were made in the taxation of the people in 
1890-91, but several changes, carried out in the previous year, 
continued to affect the revenue during the year under review. 
Thus, on the one hand, the Customs duties on tea, coffee, and 
cocoa, which were either remitted or considerably reduced in 
1889-90, showed a further actual loss in 1890-91 of about 26,1002. ; 
moreover, duties on several other articles, which were mostly 
increased, were estimated to, but did not, result in a net further 
gain of 2,500/. to the revenue of the year, on the assumption 
that the importation of the articles attected would not fall off. 
As a matter of fact, however, the revenue from customs duties as 
a whole fell off by over 130,0002,, owing partly to some of the duties 
having become prohibitory, but chiefly to a gradual contraction in 
the general imports since 1888-89, when they were stimulated 
partly by the Melbourne Centennial International Exhibition held 
during that year, and partly by the great excitement, which was 
then at its height, in connexion with land, mining, and other 
speculations. Moreover, the excise duty on tobacco was reduced 
(in 1889-90) at an actual Joss on the year under review of about 
11,0002; and the rate of tonnage dues on vessels was reduced, 
at a loss of about 9,100J. An unforeseen decrease of about 
215,0002, as compared with 1889-90, also occurred in the amount 
received from duties on estates of deceased persons, a source of 
income which is naturally subject to fluctuations, As regards. 
other sources of revenue, the railways were extended by an average 
length of 321 miles during the year; and, in consequence, the 
revenue derivable therefrom might be expected to increase, 
allowing 1,340/. per mile, by about 430,3002. 


32. The revenue of 1890-91 was smaller by 332,000/. and 
176,000/, than the revenues of 1888-89 und 1889-90 respectively ; 
it was, however, much larger than that raised in any year prior to 
those two. The year in which the next largest revenue had 
previously been realised was 1887-8, when, however, it was about 
736,000/, Jess than in the year under review. In the 10 years 
ended with the year under review the revenue increased from 
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5,200,000 to 8,300,0002, or by 60 per cent., the population 


during the same period having increased by only 32 per cent. 


33. The expenditure in 1890-91 was much larger than in any 
previous year except 1889-90. The amount was less than in 
that year by over 517,0001., but exceeded that in 1888-89, the 
year in which the next largest expenditure occurred, by about 
1,210,0002. It should be pointed out, however, that the amounts 
in the last two years were exceptionally large, from the fact of 
their including many items which are non-recurring. Prior to 
1853 the annual expenditure never exceeded one million sterling ; 
from 1853 to 1872-73 it was usually neariy up to or slightly 
over three millions; from 1873-4 to 1879-80 it was between 
four and four and three-quarter millions; from 1880-81 to 
1883-84 it ranged from five to nearly five and three-quarter 
millions ; from 1884-5 to 1888-9 it increased from six to nearly 
eight millions sterling ; whilst in the last two vears it exceeded 
nine millions. 


34, By adding the figures in the last column, it is found that 
the sum of the unexpended balances in the 354 years amounted 
to nearly 93 millions sterling, the exact amount being 9,642,1751., 
or to an average of about 271,600/. per annum. 


35. The various sources from which the revenue of Victoria is 
derived may be grouped in five main divisions, viz.:—Taxation, 
Crown Lands, Railways and other Reproductive Public Works, 
Post and Telegraphs, and other sources, In 1890-91, 3,253,0002, 
or 39 per cent., was derived from taxation ; 613,000/., or 7 per 
cent., from. Crown Lands; 4,093,000/., or 49 per cent., from what 
may be termed the commercial undertakinys of the Government, 
viz. :—Railways, Waterworks, and Post and Telegraphs, to 
which the railways alone contributed as much as 3,306,000/., or 
nearly 40 per cent. of the total revenue; whilst the balance, 
amounting to 384,000/., or about 5 per cent. of the whole, was 
derived from other sources. Of the land revenue, amounting to 
613,0002., by far the greater proportion, or 476,0001., being equal to 
nearly 6 per cent. of the total revenue, was derived from the sale of 
public land, which, being a receipt arising from the realisation 
of one of the most valuable assets of the country, is obviously not. 
a permanent source ofincome. Portion of this amount is properly 
treated as capital, for on reference to the statement of expenditure 
it will be seen that a sum of nearly 107,4002 was paid during 
the year towards the construction of railways as directed by the 
Land Act, 1884, which provides that all proceeds arising from 
the sale of public lands by auction shall be paid to the credit of the 
railway construction account. In the last two years, however, the 
amount so paid represented only between one-fifth and one-sixth 
of the total proceeds from land sales, the great bulk of land 

_alienated being disposed of otherwise than at auction. A special 
receipt in 1889-90, amounting to 140,0002, was derived from the 
sale of the old police court site, the proceeds of which have not 
been allowed to merge into the general revenue, but have been set 
apart for various public works. The following is a statement 
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of the amounts received under different heads in each of those 
divisions during the last two financial years, together with the 
increase or decrease under each head :— 


Heads of Revenue, 


1889-90 and 1890-91. 


Amounts received. 


Heads of Revenue. Increase. | Decrease. 
1889-90. 1890-91. 
TAXATION. £ £ 
Customs duties (including also wharfage 
rates) - ° -| 2,658,010 2,525,572 
Excise - ° ° ” 187,332 129,990 
Ports and harbours (chiefly tonnage dues) - 29,789 20,669 
Licenses (business) ° ° ° 21,756 22,152 
Duties on estates of deceased persons . 400,150 184,886 
Duties on bank notes ° : ° 32,178 $0,786 
Stamp duty ° * . ° 230,000 218,000 
Land tax ° ° ° ° 121,604 120,633 
Total ° e . e 3,630,814 3,252,638 
LAND REVENURB. 
Land sales (including rents counting towards 
purchase money) . - 442,583 476,542 
Rents of Crown lands (not counting towards 
purchase money) - ° - 186,358 136,601 
Penalties under Land Acts ° ° 835 308 
Total - - ° « 579,776 613,451 
PUBLIC WORKS. 
Railwayes : b . | 3,184,066 | 8,306,580 
. | 190,678 204,026 
Water supply { Metropolitan =: "| 69,549 | 77,055 
Other public works ° - ° 4,848 6,701 
Total « : r . | 3,899,141 | 3,594,862 
Post AND TELEGRAPHS. 
Postal receipts, &c. - ° ° 353,684 322,693 
Telegraph receipis, &c. ° - 172,716 176,634 
Total - ° ° ° 526,400 499,327 
OTHER SOURCES. 
Mint charges - ° ° - 11,317 10,655 
» subsidy returned ° ° ° 4,478 4,760 
Fees, fines, &c. (inclusive of fee stamps) ° 162,807 162,452 
Interest on public account - ° » 66,700 56,492 
Rents (other than Crown lands) - - 4,019 2,497 
Reimbursementsinaid - ° ° 75,220 76,522 
Miscellaneous receipts ° S 58,487 70,502 502 
Total ° ° . 383,028 383,810 810 
pret Pigs CE oe eee +e 
Total Ordinary Revenue - | 8,519,159 8,343,588 _ 175,571 
Special Receipts ° ° 140, 000 _ _ 140,000 
Grand Total Receipts « -| 8 659 159 8,348,588 — $15,571 
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36. Comparing the ordinary revenue of 1890-91 with that of the 
previous year, it will be observed that the total net decrease, viz., 
175,6001., resulted from a falling off of 422,900/. under certain 
heads, chiefly taxation and postal receipts, less an increase of 
247,300/. under others, more especially Public Works, land 
revenue, and miscellaneous receipts. The falling-off under taxa- 
tion amvuunted to as much as 378,0001., of which 215,000/. was in 
consequence of the smaller amount derived from estates of deceased 
persons, an item which naturally fluctuates considerably, whilst 
the remainder is chiefly accounted for by the diminished Customs 
revenue, In consequence of the rate for inland letters being 
reduced from 2d. to 1d., from the 1st January 1890, the Postal 
receipts, &c.—which, besides receipts from postage, include com- 
mission on money orders, proceeds of parcels post, &c,—show an 
apparent talling-off of 31,0002, in addition to 49,000/. in the 
previous year, or about 80,000/. in all ; but eliminating commission 
on money orders, &ec,, the estimated revenue from postage alone 
fell off during the last two years by about 86,000/,, which proves 
to be 10,0002. below the estimated loss, On the other hand the 
telegraph revenue continues to expand, although the increase in 
1890-91 (4,0002.) was not nearly so large as that in the previous 
year, viz,, 22,7002; whilst the total increase since 1883-84, just 
before considerable reductions were made in the rates, was 89,7001, 
or over 100 per cent. It should be noted, however, that over 
37,0002. of this is derived from the telephone exchanges, taken 
over by the Government in September 1887. The increase in 
the land revenue amounted to 33,7001, which is due to the 
alienation of Crown lands, the amounts derived from rentals 
remaining almost stationary, In the Public Works division the 
increase exceeded 195,000/, being made up of 172,500/. under 
railways, which, however, is less by 257,500/ than the amount 
which might have been expected (viz,, 430,000/.) from the increased 
length of line open for traffic; 13,300/ under Metropolitan 
Waterworks ; 7,500/. under Country Waterworks, due ‘aerely to 
increased interest on growing adyances to waterworks and 
irrigation trusts; and 1,800/. to other public works. Under 
“ Other Sources” there was a falling-off of 10,0002. in the interest 
received on the public account; but, on the other hand, this was 
more than counterbalanced by an increase of 12,000/. in 
miscellaneous receipts. 


37. In reference to the postal revenue, it should be pointed 
out that, although carefully estimated in the office of the Govern- 
ment Statist, it may be wide of the mark, the data available being, 
for reasons already explained, inadequate to show with certainty 
the progress of this important branch of revenue; and the reductions 
made from time to time in the postal rates still further increase 
the difficulty of forming a correct estimate. ‘The total stamp 
revenue in 1890-91 was 751,3301., but, after deducting the 
amount received on account of telegrams, which is known, there 
remains a balance of 612,010/. for stamp duty, postage, and fees, 
as compared with 662,6492 in 1889-90. ‘hus the stamp revenue, 

x 75610. 
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exclusive of telegraphs, showed a decrease of 50,6391. as compared 
with that received in the previous year, and one of 87,2077. in 
1889-90, as against an increase of 82,286/.in 1888--9, of 140,792/. 
in 1887-8, of only 1,4652 in 1886-87, of 36,9310. in 1885-86, and 
of 43,3721. in 1884-85. Of the decrease in 1890-91, about 
36,0002 was estimated to have been due chiefly to the reduction 
in the rate of postage just alluded to, against which must be set 
off an increase of about 1,100/. from the parcels post; and, after 
allowing a reasonable reduction for fees, a balance of 12,000/, was 
set down to stamp duty (taxation), The importance of dis- 
tinguishing stamp duty (taxation) from postal revenue and fees 
has often been referred to in previous issues of this work, but 
there is still no reliable information on the subject. 


38. Of the total ordinary expenditure of Victoria in 1890-91, 
1,353,0002, or 15 per cent., was disbursed to defray the cost of 
Government, maintenance of law and order, and provision against 
foreign attack; 868,000/, excluding 76,000/. for buildings, or 
94 per cent., was contributed towards public instruction and the 
advancement and dissemination of knowledge; 303,000/, or 


. nearly 34 per cent., was expended on public charities or devoted 


to the preservation of the public health; 100,000/., or 1 per 
cent., was expended on the management and survey of the Crown 
Jands, or about 37,0007. less than the gross annual rental therefrom 
during the same financial year; as much as 4,802,000/., or 53 per 
cent., was absorbed in carrying on the various commercial under- 
takings of the Government, viz., 2,530,000 on railways and 
waterworks, besides 1,529,000/. in interest upon loans raised for 
their construction, and 743,000/. on post and telegraphs; 118,000/, 
was paid as interest on amounts borrowed for the construction of 
other public works ; 86,0007. was the cost of collecting the revenue 
from Customs duties and Excise, whilst 38,000/. was spent on the 
maintenance of ports and harbours; and 252,000/., or 3 per cent., 
was granted in aid of the agricultural and mining industries. 
The amounts just enumerated, together with 131,000/. expended 
on miscellaneous services, form the ordinary expenditure for 
the year; but besides this an amount of 1,070,900/., or nearly 
112 per cent. of the total expenditure, was spent on the con- 
struction of various public works of a permanent character, viz., 
107,400/. on railways, 76,000/. on State school buildings, and 
887,500/. on “miscellaneous public works,” which embraces the 
cost of erection and of maintenance of public offices and 
buildings of all kinds, expenditure on roads and bridges, and 
municipal subsidies (450,0002.). These amounts might be con- 
sidered as a set-off against the proceeds of land sales before 
referred to, which they even exceeded by 594,0007 in 1890-91 
there were also certain items of special expenditure, amounting 
to 181,600/ (in addition to 230,203. in the two previous years) 
for the erection of certain public buildings and the improve- 
ment of Crown lands, to be recouped from the proceeds of 
the sale of Crown lands by auction. ‘The following is a classifi- 
cation of the expenditure under 10 divisions and 27 subsidiary 
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heads, during the years 1889-90 and 1890-91, also the increase 
or decrease in the latter year :— 


Heads of Expenditure, 1889-90 and 1890-91. 


Amounts Expended. 


Heads of Expenditure. Increase. | Decrease. 
1889-90. 1890-91. 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT. £ & & r 
Civil list ° . . ° 40,915 41,827 912 - 
Legislature © ° - . 74,282 78,503 _ 779 
Civil establishment ° . . 166,471 166,964 493 om 
Retiring allowances and pensions « . 108,842 125,504 16,662 o— 
Gratuities, compensations, &c. . - 41,701 56,697 14,996 - 
Total - 7 é 432,211 464,495 32,284 — 
Law, ORDER, AND PROTECTION, 
Judicial and legal - . - ° 248,856 237,941 - 5,915 
Police - . . . . 265,149 284,097 18,948 os 
Gaols and penal establishments - ° 71,146 71,429 288 - 
Defences—Naval and Military ° ° $50,823 294,967 - 55,856 
Total - ° ° - 980,974 888,434 - 42,540 
Epvucarion, ScrENCE, CHARITY, &c. 7 
Public instruction, science, &c. . . 828,074 867,641 $9,567 — 
State School buildings  - ° . 207,595 76,390 ~ 131,205 
Charitable institutions, medical, &c. ° $16,140 $03,184 - 13,006 
Total - * . ©! 1,851,809 1,247,165 — 104,644 
Crown LANDS. ry feet Petty 
Administration and survey . ° 97,249 99,695 2,446 - 
Agriculture, &0. - . ° ° 98,445 180,948 $2,508 —_ 
Mining - ° > . -| 187,291 121,310 _ 15,981 
Total - ° ° 332,985 851,953 18,968 — 
PuBLIC WoRKs. i x 2 
Railways—Working expenses ° - | 2,511,106 | 2,462,582 pa 48,524 
. Construction account «+ ° 88,588 107,428 18,840 - 
Water supply - . ° ° 68,850 71,855 3,005 - 
Other public works . ° ° | 1,027,926 887,453 — 140,478 
Total - . ° e| 8,696,470 | 3,529,318 - 167,152 
Post and telegraphs . . ° 709,828 742,666 33,338 — 
Pusuic DEBT. bait 
Interest and expenses—Railways + +] 1,203,375 1,279,195 75,820 - 
s a Water supply ° 227,180 249,935 22,755 — 
J ji Other works ° 117,590 117,754 164 =_ 
Total interest, &c. ° - | 1,548,145 | 1,646,884 98,739 _ 
Redemption of loans and expenses Ae 276,100 2,125 = 278,975 
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ae oe Ss ee Sen et Se Ee ee eee 
Amounts Expended. 

Heads of Expenditure. ———_— | Tnérease., |’ Decresad: 
1889-90, | 1890-91. 


TRADE, NAVIGATION, &c. £ £ £ £ 
Customs - : ° ° 88,966 85,885 _ 3,081 
Harbours and lights ° - : 35,166 38,468 8,302 —_ 
Total - ° : - 124,132 124,353 221 _ 
OTHER EXPENDITURE, 
Mint subsidy ° ° > - 20,000 20,000 > ~ 
Aborigines . . ° 9,761 8,692 — 1,069 
Miscellaneous services - ° . 213,822 102,614 _ 111,208 
Total - oo e . 248, 583 131,306 _ 112,277 
Total ordinary expenditure - | 9,645,737 9,128,699 _— 517,038 
Special expenditure - °. 190,779 181,587 — 9,192 
Total er yonesie ordinary and 
specia ° ° - | 9,836,516 9,310,286 _ 526,230 


39. From this table it may be ascertained that a totul increase 
in the ordinary expenditure amounting to 284,0341, took place 
under 15 heads, but a decrease of 801,0722 under the other 
12 heads, resulting in a net decrease of about 517,000/. On the 
one hand, the most prominent increases were 98,7002 in the 
interest on the public debt, owing to the increasing amounts 
borrowed for the construction of railways and waterworks; 
39,600 under public instruction, of which 25,0002 was due to 
increased cost of State (primary) education, and 15,0002. to 
additional or special grants to the university, technological schools, 
and mechanics’ institutes, &c.; 33,300/. under post and tele- 
graphs, of which 25,000/. was increased cost of administration, 
making a total increase of about 80,000/. in the last two years ; 
32,5001. under agriculture, of which State forests account for 
6,000/, and bonuses for agricultural products for 27,0002 ; 
31,6007. under retiring allowances, gratuities, compensation, &c., 
of which, however, 15,000/. being on account of gratuities, &c., 
does not add to the annual charge, owing chiefly to the retire- 
ment of sexagenarians ; 19,000/. under police, of which about 
6,000/. was owing to expenses connected with precautions taken 
to maintain order during the occurrence of the labour strikes in 
Melbourne ; and 18,800/. in the amount paid to the railwa 
construction account, which is dependent on the sale of land by 
auction. In regard to the agricultural bonuses referred to, the 
total amount already appropriated to that object was 233,000/, 
of which only 41,600/. has yet been paid, the balance being pay- 
able from time to time in accordance with regulations approved 
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by the Governor in Council. On the other hand, there was a 
large decrease of 140,5002 under miscellaneous public works, 
partly made up of subsidiary decreases as follows :—Government 
House, 9,0002.; court houses, 10,500/.; police buildings, 8,0001. ; 
lunatic asylums, 11,400/.; raising and draining low-lying lands, 
&c., 6,000/.; purchase of land near General Post Office, 17,0002. ; 
country post offices, 10,000/.; and roads and bridges, 72,0001. ; 
also 55,8001. under defences, notwithstanding an additional vote 
of 26,5002. to augment the special appropriation of 145,000/., the 
amount spent on defence works and buildings (including torpedo 
boats) alone being less by 95,0002; 48,500/. under railways ; 
16,0007. under mining, of which nearly 12,0002. was in the 
prospecting vote; 13,000/. under charitable institutions, of which 
10,0002. was a non-recurring grant in aid of increased hospital 
accommodation in the metropolis, 6,800/. under the inebriate 
asylum (recently built) ; and of 111,200/. in miscellaneous services, 
resulting chiefly from an exceptional and non-recurring item of 
150,0002. (advances to be recouped) appearing only in the 
accounts for 1889-90, and three similar items, 18,500/. for the 
census, 14,1007. on account of premier permanent prosecutions, 
and 22,500/. to provide for maintenance of order during the 
strikes, appearing only in the accounts of 1890-91. Moreover, 
the following decreases appeared in items usually provided for 
out of loans :—State school buildings, 131,200; redemption of 
loans, 274,000/. 
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40. It has already been stated that nearly half the total Loss on work- 


expenditure is in connexion with the working of the railways, 
waterworks, and post and telegraphs; but the most important of 
these is the railways. As the Treasurer’s account of these for the 
last two years is to some extent complicated by arrears being 
included with a view of placing the account on a sound footing 
for the future, a better idea of their financial condition will more 
readily be obtained from the accounts of the Railway Department, 
which, being compiled at a later date, are believed to be complete 
for each year. From these it appears that the working expenses 
increased from 2,132,158/. in 1889-90 to 2,310,645/. in 1890-91, 
or by 178,487/.; so that there was really no falling-off as would 
appear from the figures given in the last table. By the same 
accounts, the net earnings fell off from 999,708l. to 987,922. in 
the two years respectively. And if the differences be taken 
between these amounts and those given in the last table, as 
showing the interest paid on account of railway loans, the results 
will show that the loss to the State on account of railways 
increased from 203,667/. in 1889~90 to 291,273/, in 1890-91, ag 
will be seen by the following figures ;— 
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Railways.—Net Earnings and Interest compared. 


} 
Sacchi 1889--90. 1890-91. 
| 
. £ £ 
Net earnings - - - - - 999,708 |. 987,922 
Interest, &c. paid on railway loan - . - | 1,203,375 1,279,195 
Apparent loss - - ” - 203,667 291,273 


41. In addition to the ordinary expenditure from revenue, large 
sums are annually disbursed for various purposes from amounts 
raised by means of loans. The following table shows the details 
of such expenditure prior to 1885-86 and during each subsequent 
year. This isintended to supplement the table of ordinary ex- 
penditure by exhibiting those items which having never been, or 
having ceased to be, a charge on the general revenue, are treated 
in separate accounts :— 


Expenditure of Net Proceeds of Loans to 30th June 1891. 


Amounts Expended. 
Purposes of 
Expenditure, | rior to| 1995-86, | 1886-87. |1887-88. | 1888-89. | 1889-90. | 1890-91.| Total. 
£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
Railways -  |20,762,830) 1,408,662) 1,711,160/1,774,721 | 3,083,211] 2,933,087|2,786,562 |34,460,283 
Water supply :— 
Melbourne - | 1,709,388 95,036) 148,356) 277,749 222,343) 434,416) 124,037 | 3,011,825 
Country - - | 2,508,636} 140,449] 225,688} 184,813 261,725} 361,855} 508,520 | 4,181,636 
Law courts and Par- 
liament Houses- | 436,884) 12,153) $2,770) 44,954 37,563} 15,270 _ 579,544 
Public offices ¢ | 162,280 ~ _ — — _ _ 162,280 
Defences -  « 98,299 —_ —_ ~ _ _ - 98,299 
State school build- 
ings - ° - 968,405 45,438 49,284) 54,308 59,970 _ — 1,177,495 
Yarra bridge - - 18,845]. 14,205 42,561} 32,627 18,207 — — 121,445 
Alfred graving dock} $41,819 — — _ _ _ —_ $41,819 


Harbour works, &c. 60,183} 20,976) 47,856) 53,544 54,279 9,377] 18,076 259,091 


rs 


ee |) | | —___. | a 


Total + = = |27,057,609) 1,736,919] 2,257,625 2,422,516 | 3,737,298] 3,754,005/8,427,195 |44,393,167 


42, Over a tenth of the expenditure payable from the General 
Revenue consists of subsidies, grants, endowments, &c. The 
whole amount paid in 1890-91 in this manner was over 928,0CO/. 
of which nearly half was paid to municipalities, over an eighth 
to charitable institutions, and nearly a ninth in aid of the mining 
industry. This does not include the annual grant or free publ ic 
instruction, which amounted to about 736,000/.; or for the 
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maintenance of the Government charitable institutions—such as 
the hospitals for the insane, the industrial and reformatory schools, 
and inebriate asylum—which amounted to nearly 161,000/ The 
following is a statement of the amounts paid in 1890-91 under 
the various heads :— 


Subsidies, Grants, Endowments, &c., 1890-91. 


£ 

Subsidy to municipalities - - - - - 450,000 
Educational Grants, &e.— 

Melbourne University—Endowment under Act - - 9,000 

A yA Additional endowment voted - 7,500 

se es Grant in aid of laboratories - - 5,000 

College of. Pharmacy - - - - - 1,000 

Technological schools—Maintenance, &c. - - - 19,100 


Fr - Buildings - - - 19,500 
Public libraries, &c. (including Melbourne Public Library) 48,690 


Grant to Royal Society - - - 500 
ef Australasian Association for Advancement of 
Science - - - - - 200 
a Victorian Artists’ Society - - - - 250 
45 Fine Arts Galleries, Ballarat, Sandhurst, &e. - 2,000 
A Zoological and Acclimatisation Society, &c. - 4,200 
Grant to charitable institutions - - - - 120,000 
35 Animals’ Protection Society - - - - 250 
Post and Telegraphs— : 
Subsidy—Foreign Mail Service (including payments to 
other Governments) ~- - - - 44,900 
iy Maintenance: of telegraph line between Port 
Darwin and Penang - - - - 10,400 
Mining, Agricultural, and other Industries— 
Mining Boards - - - - - 3,500 
Mint Subsidy - - - - - - 20,000 
Diamond drills—Purehase and working expenses of -\ 76.300 
Grant to assist miners in prospecting operations - - : 
‘5 Agricultural and Horticultural Societies - 25,224 
- Board of Viticulture - - ~ - 1,000 
Prizes for agricultural improvements, &c. - - 990 
Bonuses, &c. in aid of agricultural and other industries - 34,227 
Defences— 
Prizes to rifle associations, &c. = - - - 2,700 
Supply of ammunition to rifle clubs, cadet corps, &e. —- 5,000 
Bonus to Colonial Ammunition Co., on establishment in 
colony - - - - - - 5,882 
Miscellaneous— 
Exhibitions - - “ a : . = 1,400 
Exhibition trustees, expenses of - ° - - 6,900 
National orchestra - - - - - - 8,000 
Imperial Institute - - - - - 500 
Total - - ° - £928,213 


43. The total amount of revenue and expenditure, and the 
amount of each per head of the living population, in each of the 
Australasian Colonies are shown in the following table for the 
10 years ended with 1890. Aw the financial year of Victoria 
terminates on the 30th June, the items for this Colony are given 
for 11 years, the last year but one being six months behind, and 
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Witte the last year being six months in advance, of the latest period in 
i bs respect to which returns are given for the other Colonies :— 


te 


Revenue and Expenditure in Australasian Colonies. 


Revenue. Expenditure. 
Colony. Year. ‘ 
Total Amount Total Amount 
Amount. per Head. Amount. | per Head. 


£ £ os. d. £ a ee ah 

1880-81 | 5,186,011 | 6 0 7 | 5,108,642 | 5 18 10 

igsi-s2 | 5,592,362 | 6 7 1 | 5,145,764 | 517 0 

1982-83 | 5,611.253 | 6 4 6 | 5,651885 | 6 5 5 

1883-84 | 5.934687 | 6 9 0 | 5,715,293 | 6 4 2 

1984-85 | 6290361 | 613 2 | 6,140,356 | 610 0 

Vinoracs .4|1885-86 | 6,481,021 | 613 9 | 6,513,540 | 614 5 
| isse-s7 | 6,733826 | 614 7 | 6,561,251 | 611 2 

1887-88 | 7,607,598 | 7 7 4 | 7,287,151 | 7 1 1 

1988-89 | 8,675,990 | 8 1 1 | 7,919,902 | 7 7 1 

1889-90 | 8,519,159 | 714 5 | 9,645,737 | 8 14 10 

ligg0-91 | 8,343,588 | 7 7 8 | 9,128,699 | 8 1 1 

(| 1881 | 6,707,963 | 815 10 | 5,890,580 | 7 14 5 

iss2 | 7,410,737 | 9 5 7 | 6,347,810 | 719 0 

1883 | 6,470,341 | 714 5 | 8048319 | 912 1 

is84 | 7,117,592 | 8 1 2 | 6,853,189 | 715 2 

oa ae iss5 | 7,584,593 | 8 3 7 | 8,573,288 | 9 411 
New South Wales-4 | iee6 | 7'594301 | 716 8 | 9,078,869 | 9 7 4 
1887 | 8582811 | 81010 | 9,098,460 | 9 1 1 

1988 | 8,886,360 | 811 7 | 8,778,851 | 8 9 6 

1889 | 9,063,397 | 810 0 | 9,250,271 | 813 6 

ig90 | 9,498,620 | 812 5 | 9,403,562 | 810 8 

riisso-g1 | 2,023,668 | 9 8 2 | 1,757,654 | 8 3 5 

1881-82 2,102,095 2 is 3 1,904,201 8 7 9 

1983 | 2,583,444 | 91211 | 2,242,971 | 8 7 6 

1984 | 2,673,554 | 9 1 5 | 2,751,851 | 9 6 8 

1885 | 2,840,960 | 9 4 0 | 2,875,609 | 9 6 3 

Queensland - —- 1886 2,810,147 8 11 10 3,202,030 9 15 10 
1987 | 3,032,463 | 815 0 | 3,350,049 | 913 4 

1888 | 3,463,097 | 911 9 | 3,368,405 | 9 6 6 

iss9 | 3,440,249 | 9 310 | 3,594,626 | 912 1 

1890 | 3,260,308 | 8 9 0 | 3,745,217 | 914 2 

(| 1981 2,171,988 | 710 4 | 2,054,285 | 7 2 4 

1982 | 2087076 | 7 4.0 | 2146599 | 7 8 1 

1883 | 2,060,140 | 61710 | 2,330,079 | 7 15 10 

iss4 | 2024998 | 611 3 | 2,398,191 | 715 5 

i885 | 2,309,592 | 7 7 6 | 2,454,808 | 7 16 10 
South Australia -4| yge6 | Lo75269 | 6 611 | 2,234,395 | 7 8B 7 
1887 | 2014102 | 6 9 6 | 2,145,135 | 617 11 

iss | 2,494,556 | 719 9 | 2,876,899 | 712 3 

ig89 | 2,270,483 | 7 4 9 | 2,855,927 | 710 2 

ig00 | 2,557,772 | 8 1 1 | 2,679,258 | 8 2 5 

1881 254,313 | 811 4 197,386 | 613 0 

1882 250,372 | 8 4 9 205,451 | 615 3 

1883 284,364 | 9 2 1 240,566 | 714 1 

|| 1884 290,319 | 819 7 291,307 | 9 0 3 

: é: 1885 323.213 | 9 9 9 308,849 | 9 1 4 

Western Australias | 196 388,564 | 10 9 0 394,675 | 1012 3 
1887 377,903 | 9 1 8 456,897 | 1019 2 

1888 357,003 | 8 8 9 385,129 | 9 2 0 

1889 382,213 | 817 7 386,000 | 819 4 

{| 1890 414,314 | 8 12 10 401,751 | 8 7 7 
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Revenue. Expenditure. 
Colony. Year. 
Total Amount Total Amount 
Amount. per Head. Amount. | per Head, 
| 
£ £9: a, £ | “og. =a, 
( 1881 505,872 4 6 8 468,613 $19 Il 
1882 551,213 412 3 502,771 44 2 
1883 562,189 412 0 533,036 , Ce ee 
1884 549,262 4°75 8 584,047 413 2 
; ile [' 1885 571,397 Pe ee 585,767 411 5 
elas og 1886 568,924 | 4 7 8 584,756 | 4 9 8 
1887 594,976 4 8] 668,759 5 0 0 
1&88 640,068 413 4 709,486 Ses ae 
1889 678,909 4 16 10 681,674 ge <2 
1890 758,100 a= G 722,746 a. O° 7 
1881 8,757,493 712.28 3,675,797 «feet hao 
1882 3,917,160 713-10 3,824,735 Eo Ue 
1883 3,871,267 "6-38 3,924,905 YAO ae 
1884 3,707,488 6-142 4,101,318 A at Ree 
< in 1885 3,859,996 616 4 4,282,901 fant bi be 
New Zealand 1886 | 3,688,016 6 6 9 4,310,875 i ae | 
1887 3,463,495 516 2 3,954,290 612 7 
1888 4,109,815 615 9 3,962,912 6 10 11 
1889 38,991,919 610 6 3,981,721 610 2 
1890 4,208,029 6 15. 7 4,081,566 Or le 246 


\ 


Note.—In 1891-92 the approximate revenue of Victoria was 7,728,828/., and the 
approximate expenditure 8,6%9,900/. 


44, It stould be pointed out that the Victorian returns of 
revenue and expenditure are prepared on a somewhat different 
principle from those of New South Wales, the over- payments to 
the revenue, afterwards refunded, being in the Victorian state- 
ments deducted therefrom, and the net amounts only dealt with. 
In New South Wales, on the other hand, the refunds are not 
deducted from the revenue, but are placed under the head of 
expenditure, both revenue and expenditure being swelled thereby. 
It is not possible from the official statements of public accounts in 
New South Wales to ascertain the full extent to which this 
expansion (f both sides of the account occurs; but by a superficial 
analysis of the accounts of the year 1890, sums can be readily 
traced, amounting in the aggregate to at least 195,2831, which 
are included in and go to swell both the revenue and expenditure 
of that colony, whereas they would not be so included in Victoria, 
and this cannt be the full extent to which such differences 
occur. It is not known whether a similar system of cross-entry 
prevails in the other Australasian colonies, but it is probable such 
entries are not so rigidly excluded in any of the other colonies, 
except perhaps New Zealand, as they are in Victoria, 


45. In the last year named in the table, the revenue exceeded 
the expenditure in all the colonies except Victoria, Queenslird, 
and Soutb Australia, although in the previous year there were 
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deficiencies in all the colonies except New Zealand. In New 
South Wales the surplus in 1890 amounted to 95,000/., in Western 
Australia to nearly 13,0002, in Tasmania to 35,0002, and in New 
Zealand to 126,000/.; but, on the other hand, there were ex- 
ceptionally large deficiencies of 785,000/. and 485,000/. in Victoria 
and Queensland respectively, and one of 21,000/. in South 
Australia, which resulted in a net deficiency in the colonies as a 
whole, of 1,022,000/, as against a net deficiency in 1889 of 
1,550,0001., but a net surplus in 1888 of 1,126,0002 During the 
last ten years referred to in the table there has been a surplus six 
times in Victoria, five times in New South Wales, Western 
Australia, and New Zealand, four times in Queensland and 
Tasmania, and twice in South Australia, 


46. In the last year named in the table a larger revenue than 
in any previous year was raised in all the colonies, except 
Victoria and Queensland ; and a larger expenditure in all but 
Victoria, Western Australia, and New Zealand. 


47. South Australia and Tasmania were the only colonies in 
which the revenue and expenditure per head was as large in the 
last year as in any of the previous years named. | 


48. Adding together the amounts of revenue and likewise the 
amounts of expenditure for 1890, it will be found that on the 
continent of Australia the former amounted to 24} millions, and 
the latter to over 252 millions; also that the aggregate revenue of 
Australia, with the addition of that of Tasmania and New Zealand, 
amounted to nearly 29} millions, and the aggregate expenditure 
to over 30} millions sterling. In Continental Australia there 
was a deficiency on the year’s transactions of a million and a half, 
and in the Australasian colonies, as a whole, of one million and a 
third. The following are the exact amounts of revenue and 
expenditure, also the proportions per head of population :— 


Revenue and Expenditure of Australia and Australasia, 1890. 


Revenue. Expenditure. 


Total Amount Total Amount 
Amount. | per Head. Amount. | per Head. 


i a OE 


£ £8. d. £ £s. d. 
Continent of Australia -| 24,250,173 | 8 4 11] 25,775,525 | 814 5. 
Ditto, with Tasmania and New | 29,216,302 | 7 17 0O| 380,579,837 | 8 4 § 


Zealand. 


Fee ernment REL Mie es Me Ware ery winnie ere sta tne eee oe 
49, A comparison of the aggregate revenue of the colonies upon 


the Australian continent in 1873 and 1890 shows that in the 
17 years it had risen from 9,161,000 to 24,250,0002, the 
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increase being over 15 million sterling, or 165 per cent. If the 
revenues of Tasmania and New Zealand be added, the sum shows 
an aggregate revenue for the whole of Australasia of 12,262,000/. 
at the former, and of 29,216,000/ at the latter period, the 
increase being nearly 17 millions, or 138 per cent. In the same 
17 years the mean population of the Australian continent 
increased from 1,671,051/. to 2,970,5201, or by 78 per cent., and 
the population of the whole of Australasia increased from 
2,062,3751. to 3,735,034, or by 81 per cent. 


50. In 1890 the aggregate land revenue of the Australasian 
colonies amounted to nearly 4,200,000. The following table 
shows the receipts from the sale and occupation of Crown lands 
and their proportion to the total revenue in each Australasian 
cvlony during 1890. The colonies are arranged in order according 
to that proportion :— 


Land Revenue in Australasian Colonies, 1890. 


Revenue derived from Crown Lands for— 


Proportion 
Alienation in giant 
Colony. Fee-simple Temporary pina to 
and Pro- Crcnpation Total “4 
Seah and Mis- 2 Revenue. 
Gienaton. cellaneous, 
£ £ £ Per cent. 
Western Australia - 32,842 74,794 107,636 25°98 
New South Wales - 1,275,658 967,381 2,243,039 23°62 
Queensland - - 190,735 386,133 576,868 17°69 
Tasmania - - 47,319 32,646 79,965 10°55 
South Australia - - 69,445 176,982 246,427 9°63 
New Zealand - - 154,584 176,372 330,956 7°86 
Victoria (1890-91) - 476,850 136,601 613,451 ees) 
Total - “ 2,247,433 1,950,909 4,198,342 14°37 


51. It will be noticed that about a seventh of the aggregate 
revenues of the Australasian colonies in 1890 was derived from 
Crown lands, and that the proportion amounted to less than a 
twelfth in Victoria and New Zealand; about a tenth in South 
Australia and Tasmania; about a sixth in Queensland ; and about 
a fourth in New South Wales and Western Australia. It will 
also be remarked that in the colonies, as a whole, more tian half 
the land revenue was derived from alienation in fee-simple. 


52. Of the 294 millions sterling which formed the total revenue 
of the Australasian colonies in 1890, close upon 114 millions, or 
nearly two-fifths, was raised by taxation, chiefly through the 
Customs ; 9} millions, or something Jess than one-third, was 
derived from Railways; over 4 millions from Crown Lands; and 
not quite two millions from Post and Telegraphs. The following 
are the exact figures, also the amounte per head, distinguishing 
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those relating to Continental Australia from those relating to tl.e 
Australasian colonies taken as a whole :— 


Heads of Revenue in Australia and Australasia, 1890. 


Australia with Tasmania 


Continent of Australia. thd Wow Zeniadd. 


Heads of Revenue. 


Proportions 


Proportions 
Ament. per cent. memnnits per cent. 
Taxation— £ £ 
Customs - - 6,574,450 27°11 8,439,385 28°88 
Other taxes - - | 2,271,268 9°37 3,034,749 10°39 
Total ” - 8,845,718 86°48 11,474,134 39°27 
Crown lands - e 3,753,746 15°48 4,164,667 14°26 
Railways - - 8,062,955 33°25 9,309,586 31°87: 
Post and telegraphs -| 1,600,929 6°60 1,999,345 6°84 
Other sources - - | 1,986,825 8°19 2,268,570 7°76 
Total - - | 24,250,173 100°00 ‘| 29,216,302 100°00 


Be a a a er eo er rE PRO Sel Noe 
53. The following is a comparative statement of the amounts 
expended under a few of the principal heads in the respective 
Colonies during the most recent year for which the particulars 
are available :— 
Heads of Expenditure in Australasian Colonies, 1890. 


Sa ae TSE TRIS — TNE TREES 


Heads of Victoria, eer. Queens-| South | Western] Tas- New 
Expenditure, 1890-91. | Wales land. jAustralia.} Australia.| mania. Zealand. 
£ & £ & & F 4 & 
Rail ways Bebie oo 2,462,582 | 2,037,168 631,246 567,663 62,270 110,227 725,332 
expenses). 
Post and telegraphs 742,666 648,998 | 318,951 181,996 36,609 67,754 257,684 
ba orgs of public | 1,646,884 | 1,895,656 1,189,035 753,289 57,614 223,652 | 1,640,289 
debt. 
Immigration - - _ 5,916 7,569 20 1,948 _ _ 
Other services - | 4,276,567 | 4,815,829 | 1,648,416 1,076,290 243,310 321,113 | 1,458,261 
Total « + | 9,128,699 | 9,408,562 | 3,745,217 | 2,579,258 401,751 722,746 | 4,081,566 


Proportions per cent, 


Railways (working | 26°98 | 21°67 | 16°86 | 22°01 | 15°50 | 15°25 17°77 
Postand Telegraphs| 8°18 6°90 8°52 7°06 9°11 9°37 6°31 
Interest of Public 18°04 20°16 80°41 29°20 14°34 80°95 40°19 
ike ay of ee *06 “20 ~ "49 Si p 
Other services ° 46°85 51°21 44°01 41°78 60°56 44°43 85°78 
Total - -| 100°00 | 100°00 | 100°00 | 100°00 | 100°00 | 100°00 | 100700 


eS S—— 
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54, It will be observed that the railway expenditure was smaller 
by about 433,0002 in New South Wales than in Victoria, where 
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it amounted to about 2} millions sterling, or more than a fourth aint. 
of the total expenditure, but the interest payable on the public expenditure 


debt was larger by nearly 249,0002 in the former than in the 
latter Colony. In New Zealand also, which had little more than 
one-half the revenue of Victoria, the interest on the public debt 
was about the same as in Victoria. Four of the Colonies have 
now an annual charge for interest varying from 1} to over 
13 million sterling. In Victoria the postal and telegraph expen- 
diture is now 743,0001, and in New South Wales close on 
649,0002. ‘The expenditure on immigration should be considered 
in conjunction with the loan expenditure which took place during 
the year. 


55. It will also be noticed that about two-fifths of the total 
expenditure in Western Australia, nearly half in New South 
Wales, more than half in Victoria, Queensland, Tasmania, and 
South Australia, and nearly two-thirds in New Zealand, was 
devoted to the working of railways and post and telegraphs, and 
the payment of interest on the public debt—contracted for the 
construction of railways and other public works, In Victoria the 
railway working expenses alone amounted to over one-fourth of 
the total, and the interest on the public debt to over a sixth 3; the 
former being much higher than in any of the other Colonies, but 
the latter lower than in any except Western Australia, In New 
Zealand as much as two-fifths, and in Tasmania, Queensland, and 
South Australia nearly a third, of the whole expenditure was for 
interest. The proportion expended on postal and telegraph 
services, it will be noticed, varied from less than 64 per cent. in 
New Zealand, to 7 per cent. in New South Wales, and South 
Australia, to over 8 per cent. in Victoria and Queensland, and 
to over 9 per cent. in Western Australia and Tasmania. 


56. The following is a summary of the aggregate expen- 
diture under the various heads referred tu for Australia and 
Australasia :— 


Heads of Expenditure in Australia and Australasia, 1890. 
Sane a 
; Pet Australia with Tasmania 
Continent of Australia. adic Feaiiad: 
Heads of Expenditure. 


Amount Amount 
Amount. per cent. Amount. per cent. 
£ £ 

Railways (working expenses) 5,809,453 22°54 6,645,012 21°73 
Post and telegraphs - ~ 1,895,877 7°35 2,221,315 1227 
Interest on public debt, &e. - | 5,393,739 20°93 7,257,680 23°73 
Immigration - ~ - 15,453 *06 15,453 °05 
Other services - - | 12,661,003 49°12 14,440,377 47°22 
Total - - | 25,775,525 100°00 30,579,837 100°00 


a a Ee 


in Australasian 
Colonies com- 
pared. 


Proporticn of 
expenditure 
on various 
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Heads of 
expenditure it 
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57. In addition to the expenditure of amounts derived from the 
general revenue, as shown in the last two tables, all the Colonies 
spend large sums of borrowed money, chiefly on railways and 
waterworks, but, also, in some instances, on the construction of 
electric telegraphs, harbour works and lighthouses, defence works, 
roads and bridges, schovl buildings, and other public works, and 
on immigration. The following table shows the total loan 
expenditure of the various Colonies during 1890, also the 
amounts per head :-— 


Expenditure from Loans in Australasian Colonies, 1890. 


ee reas 
Expenditure from Loans during 1890. 
5 ee 


Colony. 

Total Amount. Amount per Head. 

in a RS Sl meena ait 
. £ £ 3. d. 
Victoria - = - - 3,754,005 8 8 0 
New South Wales - ° - 2,141,219 118 10 
Queensland - - - - 1,478,269 316 8 
South Australia - ° - 892,267 216 5 
Western Australia - - - 15,906 0 6 8 
Total - - 8,281,666 216 0 
Tasmania ~ - - - 1,628,281 11 6 7 
New Zealand : - - 398,817 0 12 10 

Grand Total -  - 10,308,764 er. a tae 


58. It will be observed that the aggregate loan expenditure of 
the Australasian Colonies in 1890 was over 10 millions sterling, 
of which Victoria spent 3% millions, New South Wales over 
2 millions, and Tasmania and Queensland about 13 millions each. 
It will be noticed, however, that. the loan expenditure per head 
of population was less in Victoria than in Queensland or ‘Tasmania 
__-where it was exceptionally high—although greater than in any 
of the other Colonies, 


59. Of the loan expenditure of the Australasian Colonies during 
1890 over two-thirds was spent in the construction of railways, 
nearly one-eighth on waterworks, 34 per cent. in connexion with 
harbours, rivers, &c., over 3 per cent, on roads and bridges 
over two-thirds of 1 per cent. on the introduction of immigrants’ 
and the balance (about 103 per cent.) for other services, ‘The’ 


following are the total and proportionate amounts expended under 
each of these heads in Australia and Australasia respectively 


during 1890 :— 
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Heads of Loan Expenditure in Australia and Australasia, 1890. 


Australia with Tasmania 


Continent of Australia. and New Zealand. 


Heads of Loan Expenditure. 


Amount Amount 
Amount. per cent. Amount. | per cent. 
£ £ 
Railways - - 5,627,245 67°95 7,208,957 69°93 
Water supply - - 1,245,435 15°04 1,246,473 12-09 
Roads and bridges - - 89,357 1°08 322,013 3°12 
Harbours, rivers, _light- 861,669 4°37 361,907 3°51 
houses, &c. 
Immigration - - - 70,049 “84 70,840 *69 
Other services - - 887,911 10°72 1,098,574 10°66 
Total - - - - 8,281,666 100°00 10,308,764 100°00 


60. The public debt of Victoria amounted on the 30th June 
1891 to 43,610,2652, consisting of moneys :— 


= & 
Borrowed in Victoria ~ + 1,391,565 
‘i England “ - 42,218,700 
Total - - 43,610,265 


61. The aggregate amount of the loans raised up to the 30th 
June 1891 was 55,053,885/.; but a total of 11,443,6202. having 
been repaid, viz., 2,379,2002. out of the general revenue, and 
9,064,420/. out of the proceeds of redemption loans, the balance 
outstanding on the 30th June 1891 was reduced to 43,610,265/. 
The amount of public debt borrowed under each of the purposes 
for which the debt was incurred, the amount paid off, and the 
amount outstanding on the 30th June 1891 are shown in the 
following table :— 


Purposes for which Loans were Raised. 


Amount. 
Public Borrowings Total Amount Outstanding 
30th June 1891. 
contracted for— borrowed. Paid off. 
Per- 
betes centage. 
REVENUE YIELDING WoRKS, £ £& £ 
Railways - - - | 34,293,806 344,200 | 33,949,606 77°88 
Tramways in country districts 200,000 — 200,000 "46 
Water supply and irrigation— 
Melbourne - - - 3,048,916 800,000 2,248,916 5°16 
Country - 4,505,217 oe 4,505,217 10°33 
Harbours and dock - 275,554 — 275,554 63 
Graving-dock - — - - 350,464 — 350,464 "&0 


Total revenue yielding 


42,673,957 | 1,144,200 | 41,529,757 | 95:23 
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Amount. 


Outstanding 
30th June 1891. 


Public Borrowings Total Amount 


contracted for— borrowed. Paid off. 
Total, toe 
centage. 
Orner WorkKS OF A £ £ £ 
PERMANENT CHARACTER. 
Parliament houses - - 246,453 a 946,453 56 
Law courts - - - 354,260 — 354,260 “81 
Public offices - - - 166,195 _ 166,195 “38 
Defence works - - 100,000 a 100,000 23 
State schvol buildings - | 1,105,557 — 1,105,557 2°54 
Prince’s Bridge, Melbourne - 108,043 — 108,043 *25 
Melbourne and Geelong im- 735,000 735,000 —_— — 
provements. 
Total permanent works 2,815,508 735,000 | 2,080,508 4°77 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Treasury bonds ° - 500,000 500,000 ra — 
Net borrowings 45,989,465 2,379,200 43,610,265 100°0 
Redemption of loans -| 9,064,420 9,064,420 — — 
Gross borrowings —- | 55,053,885 | 11,443,620 | 43,610,265 = 


RE ic PN Melee A) AS ei lf Po a OS re 


62. It will be observed that at the present time 95 per cent. of 
the Victorian borrowings has been devoted to railways, water- 
works, and other revenue producing works, from which the State 
derives a considerable income. Only 5 per cent. of the debt is 
not directly revenue producing, and this has been expended on 
such useful and permanent works as bridges, defence works, State 
schools, public buildings, &c. 


63. About a fourth of the public debt bears interest at 34 per 
cent., whilst nearly two-thirds bears interest at 4 per cent., and 
the balance at higher rates up to 5 per cent., the average being 
4:00 per cent. The following are the rates of interest payable on 
the various amounts of which the public debt of Victoria was 
composed on the 30th June 1891 :— 


Pe av ee ee ea ea nt 


Rates of Interest. Amount at each Rate. 


eset a RAE TO 


£ 
5 per cent. - - - 2,603,800 
4} per cent. - - - 5,000,000 
4 per cent. - - - 26,006,465 
34 per cent. - - - 10,000,000 
Total - - - 43,610,265 


i reer RE 
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64. Nearly three-fourths of the interest on the debt is payable 
in July and January, and the remainder in October and April. 
In connexion with this, Messrs. W. Westgarth & Co., of London, 
whilst admitting the inconvenience to the Colony of having large 
interest amounts falling due at one time, have pointed out that 
the greatest degree of negociability for the stock can only be 
attained by making the periods of payment uniform for all loans. 
All but about one-thirtieth of the interest is payable in London, 
and the remainder in Melbourne. The following table shows 
the annual interest amounts on the debt as it existed on the 


30th June 1891, distinguishing the time when and places where 
payable. 


Annual Interest on Public Debt at 30th June 1891. 


a ee 


Rate Interest due annually— 
per When due 
cal [In Melbourne.} In London. Total. 
£ £ £ 
5 July and January - 15,645 105,350 120,995 
4b Al ss 4 . ‘ we 225,000 225,000 
4 ” » - - — 598,280 598,280 
a) ee ; “ : = 350,000 350,000 
Total : : 15,645 1,278,630 | 1,294,275 
4 | October and April - - 41,979 400,000 441,979 
57,624 1,678,630 1,736,254 
Melbourne and Hobson’s Bay 1,460 7,735 9,195 
Railway Debentures. 
Grand Total - - 59,084 1,686,365 1,745,449 


Norr.—According to the Treasurer’s Finance Statement, 1890-91, the amount 
actually payable in 1891-2 was 1,709,669/. The difference between this and the 
amount shown in the table (35,780/.) is accounted for by the non-payment of 
18,280/. on debentures not issued to the public, but held by Government on account 
of trust funds invested, and by only half a year’s interest on 1,000,000/. floated in 
July 1891 being chargeable to the financial year. 


65. The annual interest on the public debt, as it existed at 
the end of the financial year 1890-91, was equivalent to an 
average rate of just 4/. per 100/, the average rates on the 
amounts borrowed for the different works varying from 3} to 
4} per cent. No money has been borrowed at 6 per cent. since 
1866, and the 5, 43, 4, and 34 per cent. loans floated since, 
together with the substitution of 4 and 34 per cent. debentures 
and stock for the 6 per cents. which had become due, have 
gradually brought down the rate of interest, so that at the end 
of 1890-91 it averaged only 4 per cent., as just stated. The 
following are the particulars of the amounts borrowed for the 
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— different works, and the annual interest and average rate of 
interest thereon :— 


Interest on Loans for Different Works. 


a En 
Annual Interest. 


Amount 
; ‘ Outstanding 
Purpose for which raised. on 30th ‘Average 
June, 1891. | Amount. {Nominal Rate 
per cent. 
£ £ 
Railways - oy - 33,949,606 1,361,426 4°01 
Tramways in country districts - - 200,000 7,750 3°88 
Melbourne - - 2,248,916 88,344 3°93 
Water supply 

Country - - 4,505,217 176,201 3°91 
Law Courts and Parliament House - 600,713 25,265 4°27 
Public offices - - - 166,195 6,789 4°08 
Defences ” - - - 100,000 3,500 3°50 
State schools - - - 1,105,557 45,222 4:09 
Yarra Bridge - - - 108,043. 4,622 4°28 
Harbours, &c. - « - 275,554 11,022 4°00 
Graving dock - - - $50,464 15,308 4°37 
Total - - - 43,610,265 1,745,449 4°00 


‘ech AAA A AAAS ICA A 


Interest pay- 66. By the last two tables it appears that, on the debt as it 

able and paid. stood at the end of 1890-91, the total amount accruing annually 
as interest is 1,745,449/ ; but as interest (18,280/.) on debentures 
held by the Government was not paid, and as some of the interest 
which accrued (on that portion of the debt which was not in 
existence during the whole of the year) was not payable until 
the ensuing year, the amount actually paid in 1890-91 was 
only 1,620,7762, viz., 1,563,783/. in London, and 56,9932, in 
Melbourne. 


Interest on 67. The real burden of the debt is ascertained by finding how 
debt recouped much of the interest is not covered by the net profits arising from 
hey reproduc: those public works on which the loan moneys have been expended, 
‘and has therefore to be provided for by taxation, land revenue, &c. 

Thus, in 1890-91, although the interest which accrued on the 

public debt of Victoria amounted to 1,672,816/, it was only 

necessary to provide for 416,6811, or about 25 per cent., by 

taxation, &c., the remaining 75 per cent. being derived from 
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ublic works of a reproductive character. The following is a bestcrinan 
atement of the sources from which the interest was defrayed :— : 


Interest on Victorian Public Debt, and Sources whence 
defrayed, 1890-91. 


Interest defrayed from— 1890-91. 

£ 
Net revenue from railways - - - - 987,922 
» » Melbourne water rates - - - 178,171 
” » graving dock - - ~ 1,220 
{nterest on loans te lecal bodies (actual receipts) - - 45,542 
» debentures held by Government ~ - 18,280 
»»  unexpended balances in banks (approximate) - 30,000 
Total - - - - ~ 1,256,135 
Taxation and Jand revenue - - - - - 416,681 
Total interest accrued ° - - 1,672,816 


68. From the best information available similar particulars {Interest re- 
have been compiled for the other Australian Colonies (except couped from 
Western Australia) and Canada, with the result that the profits i ge 
of reproductive public works are found to cover a larger proportion Australasian 
of the interest on the debt in Victoria than in any of the other Colonies and 
Colonies of this group, whilst the proportion in Canada is lower ©2243. 
than in any Australasian Colony. The following are the propor- 
tions referred to:— 


Proportion of Interest on Public Debt covered by Earnings of 
Reproductive Works, 1890. 


Per cent. 
Victoria ~ ~ - - 75°10 
New South Wales - - - 67:30 
South Australia - - - 60°43 
Queensland - ~ - = 27°33 
New Zealand - - - 25°27 
Tasmania ~ - - - 11°92 
Canada - - - - 11°21 


69. The following table shows the total amount of debt, and the Debts of 
indebtedness per head, in Victoria and the other Australasian Pia pia 
Colonies on the 31st December of every fifth year from 1875 ; °°" 
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Vidronta, also of the three years 1888, 1889, and 1890; also the number 


1801. of years’ revenue the debt was equal to in each of those 
years :— 
Public Debts of the Australasian Colonies. 
On the 31st December. 
Colony. Year. Number of 
Total Amount aoe ete - Years’ Revenae 
of Debt. per Head. Debt py equal 
£ £s. d. 
1875 | 13,995,093 170 0 3°30 
1880 | 22,060,749 25.13 0 4°77 
wictiet : _} | 1885 | 28,628,588 2910 9 4°55 
sea } 1888 84,627,382 32 3 0 4°55 
1889 | 37,367,027 3817 1 4°31 
|| 1890 | 41,443,216 3611 5 4°86 
1875 | 11,470,637 19 6 0 2°78 
1880} 14,903,919 19 18 6 3°04 
1885 | 35,564,259 $75.92. 4°69 
New South Wales = -4 | 1ggg | 44100149 | 4119 2 4°96 
1889 | 46,646,449 438 2 4 5°15 
1890 | 48,425,333 43 3 4 5°11 
(| 1875 6,435,250 35 1 0 4°72 
1880} 12,192,150 5318 7 7°56 
es ae _j | 1885 | 19,320,850 61 410 6°80 
Queenslan 1888 | 25,840,950 70 4 7 7°46 
1889 | 25,840,950 67 18 2 7°51 
[ 1890 | 28,105,684 eriri4 8°62 
1875 3,820,600 1515 7 
1880 9,865,500 86.17 5 
: 1885 | 17,020,900 54 6 3 
South Australis ")| 1888 | 19,147,700 | 61 9 5 
1889 | 20,435,500 6418 4 
1890 | 21,151,500 66 5 6 
1875 135,000 5 11 
1880 361,000 12 8 9 
. : 1885 1,288,100 3612 4 
Western Australia = -9 | 1993 1,275,200 | 30 5 3 
1889 1,371,981 81 7 11 
1890 1,867,444 27 15 10 
1875 1,489,400 467 4 
1880 1,943,700 1618 9 
; 1885 3,357,000 2519 5 
Tasmania ; “711888 | 4,499,470 3210 6 
1889 5,019,050 85 6 0 
1890 6,482,800 44 5 6 
1875 | 17,400,081 46 5 11 
1880 | 28,588,231 5819 0 
1885 | 35,790,422 62 4 5 
New Zealand - “7 | 1888 | 38,825,550 638 2 0 
1889 | 88,493,250 62 9 4 
1890 | 38,832,350 62 1 8 
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70. If the amounts of debt at the latest period shown in the Victoria. 
table be added together, it will be found that the aggregate debt bse 
of the Colonies on the continent of Australia was 1404 millions, Public debt of 
being nearly 9 millions more than in 1889; and the aggregate Australia and 
debt of Australia, with the addition of Tasmania and New A¥sttalasia. 
Zealand, somewhat exceeded 1853 millions sterling, being over 
103 millions more than in 1889. The following are the exact 
figures for 1890, also the proportion of indebtedness per head of 
the population, and the proportion the aggregate debt bore to the 
aggregate revenue of the Colonies within the same limits :— 


Public Debt of Australia and Australasia, 1890. 
Public Debt. 


Total Amount per | Multiple of 


Amount. Head. Revenue, 
£ £ os. d. Per cent. 
Continent of Australia - - - | 140,493,177 | 4612 1 5°79 
Ditto with Tasmania and New Zea- 
land - - - - | 185,758,327 49 1 6 6°36 


71. It will be observed that a combination of the indebtedness Debt per head 
of the insular Colonies with that of the Colonies upon the {Sor 
Australian continent gives a proportion of debt per head higher than in 
by about 22 10s., than such a proportion applied to the Australia. 
continental Colonies alone, in explanation of which it will be 
remembered that, although, in proportion to population, Tasmania's 
indebtedness is somewhat below the average, New Zealand is one 
of the most heavily indebted Colonies of the group. 


‘72, The purposes for which the public debts of the Australasian Classification 
Colonies were incurred may be classified under three heads— pte of 
(1.) Works yielding direct revenue, including all immediately Goionies. 
reproductive works, such as railways, telegraphs, waterworks, 
harbour and river improvements, &c.; (2.) Other works of a 
permanent character not returning direct revenue—including 
roads and bridges, defence works, school buildings, and other public 
works and buildings ; (3.) Miscellaneous—including introduction 
of immigrants, amounts borrowed to cover deficiencies in revenue, 
and amounts unapportioned to their proper heads. In the following 
table the debt of each Colony is classified under these three 


heads :— 
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Victoria. Purposes for which Public Debts of Australasian Colonies 
1891. were Incurred. 


(Amounts outstanding on the 31st December 1890.) 
Ss a apse rg te eee aE ie alg tte 


Purposes for which ., . |New South} Queens- | South | Western ‘ New 

Incurred. Victoria. Wales. land. Australia. | Australia. Tasmania.| Zealand. 

am 
1.--WoRKS YIELDING £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 


Direct REVENUE. 
Railways and tramways - | 32,156,128 | 32,571,007 | 16,401,085 | 11,374,903 882,498 | 3,282,252 | 14,104,093 


Electric telegraphs - . - 735,498 | 806,824 | 848,081 | 234,741 | 102,471 | 606,648 
Water supply (including | 6,580,562 4,574,848 251,526 | 3,307,300 7,725 _ 561,103 
sewerage). 
i rivers, lighthouses, 626,029 2,883,476 | 1,822,197 | 1,389,562 69,620 | 1,655,288 881,818 
and docks. 

Total - - 89,362,709 40,764,824 | 19,281,682 | 16,919,846 | 1,144,584 5,040,011 | 16,153,660 


a | | A | | LS TT ee 


2.—OTHER WORKS OF A 
PERMANENT CHARACTER. 


Roade and beidees _ | 108,042 625,955 | 858,735 | 1,428,284 49,680 ae 3,598,163: 

Defence works : . 200,000 864,581 151,584 250,645 _ 120,868 429,719 

School buildings - . | 2,205,557 148,906 = 680,300 _ 120,428 _ 

Other public works and 766,908 | 1,142,289 | 2,107,908 | 471,425 | 154,262 | 580,988 2,182,955 
buildings. ER RE ae RR FST ane eae eee Fe 


iat _ | 2,080,507 | 2,782,731 | 3,113,227 | 2,880,654 | 208,942 | 882,284 | 6,160,837 


—————— en Pn 


3.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


Immigration : : =~ 569,980 | . 2,691,775 — _ 235,714 | 2,145,150 
Deficiencies in revenue (in- ~ 2,378,884 397,336 810,000 _ 286,871 218,500 
cluding Treasury bonds). 
ve ene - =_- 49,855 _ 591,000 4,298 $7,920 | 1,279,663 
alance 
Unapportioned -|  — 1,985,109 | 262,714) — 14,620| — | 12,874,540 
Total - -| = 4,878,778 | 6,710,825 | 1,401,000} 18,928 | 560,505 | 16,517,863 
Grand Total - | 41,449,916 | 48,425,838 | 28,105,684 | 21,151,500 | 1,367,444 | 6,492,800 | 88,852,350 
cbelceene Pies The major portion of the public debt of each of the 
Knatrlasian UStralasian Colonies was contracted for the purpose of railway 
Colonies were construction, but smaller amounts were borrowed for water supply, 
contracted.  jmmigration, electric telegraphs, harbour and defence works, 


roads and bridges, school-houses, and other public works. Up to 
the end of 1890, New South Wales and Victoria had borrowed 
a larger amount for railway construction than any other Colony, 
the amount being over 32,000,000/. in both cases, as against 
16,400,0001. borrowed for the same purpose by Queensland, over 
14,000,000. by New Zealand, and nearly 11,400,0002. by South 
‘Australia. Victoria has borrowed more for water supply than 
any other Colony, the total amount being 6,500,0002., as against 
4,600,0002, borrowed by New South Wales, and 3,300,0002. 
borrowed by South Australia, for the same object. No portion 
of the public debt of Victoria, South Australia, or Western 
Australia has been contracted for the promotion of immigration, 
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but up to the end of 1890 Queensland and New Zealand had  Vicrorra. 
borrowed over two and a half and over two millions respectively 18°! 
for immigration purposes, whilst New South Wales and T'asmania 

had borrowed considerably smaller sums. 


74. Ninety-five per cent. of the Victorian public debt was Order of 
° . Colonies in 
incurred for the purpose of being expended upon revenue- reregh 40 
producing public works, which is a larger proportion than in any borrowings 
of the other Colonies. This is shown by the following figures, for te 
WOrkS. 


which give the proportion so incurred in each Colony :-— 


Order of Colonies in reference to Proportion of Debt incurred for 
reproductive Works. 


Per cent. 
1. Victoria - - - - 94:98 
2. New South Wales - - - 8418 
3. Western Australia - - - 83°76 
4. South Australia ~ - - 80:00 
5. Tasmania - - - - %8:35 
6. Queensland - - = - 68°60 
7. New Zealand - ~ - - 41°60 


75. The marriages returned to the Registrar-General in 1891 Marriages, 
numbered 8,780, as against 9,187 in 1890, 9,194 in 1889, and 189!- 
8,946 in 1888. 


76. The marriages returned in 1891, although fewer than in Marriages, 
the three previous years, were more numerous than those in any 1891, and 
year prior to those. The number returned annually had been '™™* Ye 
almost stationary during the seven years prior to 1880, but in 
that year an advance was made which continued until the year 
preceding that under review. In 1882, for the first time, the 
marriages returned exceeded 6,000; in 1884 they exceeded 
7,000; in 1888 they nearly reached 9,000; and in 1889 and 
1890 they exceeded that number by nearly 200; but in 1891 
they again fell below 9,000. 


77. The proportion which the number of marriages bears to Marriage rate. 
the total population is generally called the marriage rate. This 
for many years was declining in Victoria, for, whilst in the three 
years prior to 1863 it was above 8 per 1,000 of both sexes, and 
all ages ; from 1863 to 1865 it was between 7 and 8; and from 
1866 to 1878 it was between 6 and 7 per 1,000. It reached 
its lowest point, 5°98 per 1,000, in 1879; then gradually revived, 
until the period between 1888 and 1890, when it again exceeded 
8 per 1,000 for the first time since 1862. In 1891 a somewhat 
sudden fall took place to 7:7 per 1,000, which was about the same 
average as that prevailing during the four years prior to 1888. 


78. The following table gives a statement of the number Marriage rates 
of marriages to every 1,000 of the population of the various G,Austelasiea 
Australasian Colonies for each year from 1865 to 1891. except 
Western Australia, for which Colony it is given for the last 
20 of those years :— 
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VICTORIA. 
1891. 


Marriage rates 
in Colonies 
compared. 


Marriages of 
divorced 
persons, 1891. 


Deserted 
husbands and 
wives, 
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Marriage Rates in Australasian Colonies, 1865 to 1891. 


Number of Marriages per 1,000 of Mean Population. 


Year. Oy ba Queens-| South | Western - New 
Victoria. oe uth land. | Australia.) Australia. Tasmania. Zealand. 
ales. 

1865 - 7°36 8°94 13°27 9°45 — 6°27 10°47 
1866 - 6°76 8°26 11°61 8°12 — 5°93 10°32 
1867 ” 6°97 7°84 9°54 8°20 — 6°10 9°69 
1868 - 7°08 8°23 8°33 “geyi — 6°57 9°35 
1869 - 6°89 8°04 831 6°78 —_ 6°44 8°32 
1870 - 6°63 7°85 7°80 6°90 —: 6°62 7°62 
1871 ° 6°37 7°78 8°06 6°77 — 5°90 TLS 
1872 - 6°36 7°46 8°70 7°20 5°56 6°17 6°85 
1878 - 6°50 8°05 9°66 8°00 6°25 6°36 7°91 
1874 - 6°33 7°70 8°62 8°00 6°96 6°83 8°87 
1875 ° 6°33 7°88 8°63 8:01 7°26 6°63 8°94 
1876 - 6°21 7°66 TOF 8°49 7°07 vous 8°25 
1877 - 6°31 7°94 187 8°66 6°38 7°79 1°63 
1878 - 6°20 8°08 6°98 9°47 6°50 7°96 8°03 
1879 - 5:98 7°80 7°49 8°81 Tbe | 1°23 7°60 
1880 - 6°22 7°68 6°97 8°69 7°42 7°38 6°71 
1881 ~ 6°79 8°27 ei merial 8°33 6°60 7°30 6°65 
1882 - 7°09 8:70 8°56 8°78 7°07 8°11 720% 
1883 - 7°44 8°83 8°93 8°49 6°95 9°16 6°82 
1884 - 7°74 8°47 8°91 8°28 71 8°00 6°88 
1885 - 7°78 8°22 9°20 7°82 151 8°22 6°73 
1886 o 7°86 8°06 8°52 6°35 7-99 7* 50 5°99 
1887 ~ 7°64 7°do 8°41 6°36 7°58 7°02 5°97 
1888 = 8°48 7°57 9°01 6°67 T1138 6°93 5°97 
1889 - 8°43 7°06 8°34 6°57 6°97 6°89 5°94 
1890 - 8°21 7°16 8°28 7°04 6°18 6°64 6°12 
1891 - 7°66 7°39 722 7°29 8°06 6°63 6°05 
Means 7°02 7°95 8°60 7°80 7°01 “08 as: 


79. According to an average extending over the whole of the 
years named in the table, the marriage rate in Victoria was 
almost identical with that in Western Australia and Tasmania, 
but was below that in any of the other Colonies; in the last year, 
however, the marriage rate was highest in Western Australia, and 
next highest in Victoria, whilst the Colonies in which it was 
lowest were New Zealand and Tasmania. 


80. Divorced persons marrying are classed as bachelors and 
spinsters, unless in cases where they had become widowers or 
widows before contracting the marriage from which they were 
released by divorce. ‘Twenty-two divorced men and 23 divorced 
women were married in 1891; 18 of the former married spinsters, 
and three widows; 18 of the latter married bachelors, and four 
widowers, and in one instance both parties to the marriage had 
been divorced, At least 30 of the 45 divorced persons marrying 
in 1891 had been divorced in the last two years. In the previous 
year only seven divorced men and 19 divorced women were 
re-matried. 


81. Persons whose wives or husbands have not been heard of 
for a period of seven years may marry again without rendering 
themselves liable to be prosecuted for bigamy ; but such unions 
are subject to the serious disadvantage that the issue by the 
eecond marriage would be illegitimate, and the marriage itself 
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void, if it should turn out that the first husband or wife was alive 
at the time thereof. Owing probably to the facilities afforded 
by the Divorce Act, passed in 1889, for obtaining a divorce in 
such cases, only one deserted person (a male) availed himself 
of this provision in 1891. He married a widow, and had not 
heard of his former wife for nine years. In the previous year 
four deserted wives and one deserted husband re-married. 

82. It may be mentioned that by the Divorce Act, 1889 
(53 Vict., No, 1056), which received the Royal Assent on the 
13th May 1890, it is provided that any married person domiciled 
in Victoria for two years and upwards may obtain a divorce, after 
which he or she may legally re-marry, on proving that he or she 
had, without just cause or excuse, been wilfully deserted, and 
continuously so deserted over a period of three years or upwards. 

83. The age of both bridegroom and bride was specified in the 
case of all but 71 of the 8,780 marriages which took place in 
1891. In 57 of the defective entries the age of neither party 
was given; in seven cases the age of the husband was stated, but 
not that of his wife; also in seven instances the age of the wife 
was given, but not that of the husband. The following table 
shows the ages of the husbands and of the wives in combination :— 


Ages of Bridegrooms and Brides in combination, 1891. 


Ages of Wives. Ra 

ne 

Ages of Husbands, eisieiaiaial| a | lelsis eeistgleis|g| = 
ze\s/8|s|s)s) 2] /s/s/s|sisisisisis|%) 3 

PISS S ISR] A] SA S38 |S RSs S/ BR] a 

16tol7 years - . eyet-|1] -}=[-] Uo -] -}- J- fe l-l-|-l-|-]-l-] 2 
L7jto18'— |; ° ea p— my Ly ade ft mel mp mate Pepe pata ley ee 2, 
18tol9 ,, . : -{-|1]1] 1] 8} 2} 2 38} -|-{- [= |-]-|-/-l-/-l-] 12 
19to20 ,, ° . -}-/2}3)10] 8} 10; 4 8! J- |= |= |-|-;-l-|-l-|1] 47 
20to21 , : . - |-|-|5) 10) 23) 21) 19) 37) 6) Ij- |- |-|-|-|-|]-]-]-] 192 
21t025 , : - |1|2 24) 59 /149/218 2551353] 345] 441 9] 2|-|-|-/-|-|-|-lo4e1 
25to380 ,, : 2 ~ | =| 2/18} 44 |111/150 221/1593 1094/172 33) 7) 11-|-|-|-/-15|3376 
30t035 , - . - |-|1]3] 8] 19) 49) 56] 484) 515/239 60/17| 1) 3}-|-|-|-]1 |1456 
35t0o40 . : -|-|-|1] 1] 6] 5) 10) 105) 200/113; 58} 22] 7) 1)-|1/-|-|-] 530 
40to45 4 = - -|-|-|-]| 1] =] 2} 1) 81) 68) 55) 44/28/10) 3] 1)-|-|-|-] o44 
451050 : : -|-|-|-| -] 1) 1) 2) aa} 28) 44 27/19/17] 7] 22'-!|-|-1 156 
s0to55 4 : e}-l-|-| -!1-] 1) 1) 6, 10) 23:16) 18/14) 9] 3.1,1/-|-} 103 
55to60 ,, : - s|-l-|-] -<]-]-]-] 2) 2) 7,12] 8)1816) 9 5)-|-|-| 73 
60to65 4 - - -I-l-|-]} -|}-]-/-] 8 8 6 9 sllatelalclche 84 
65to70 ,, . - -|-l-|-| -|-]-]-] 2 Gleaia | 4 Sebobatate sl 27 
70to75 » = - et-l-i-| <l-|-]-] -]| - J- | 8] 2) 3l-j5j1i-|-] 16 
75to80 ,, . . elafefe] efpe teste] - thks (gical tt 4 
81 years . . CAN atl el art scat Ia J Pa CBE es ere hme sme eto A 
Unspecified - el=/-j/-| 1] 1) 4 2) = slat ta Vee | ebelete ellen ¢s 
Total Wives - {1 8 1186 529 409,972 9068 2209} 709 209184 8268 38 25 42/08 8780 


NotE.—This table may be read thus :—Two men between 25 and 30 married girls between 
15 and 16; nine women between 365 and 40 married men between 21 and 25, &c, 


VICTORIA. 
1891. 


Divorce Act, 
1889. 


Ages of bride- 
grooms and 
brides in 
combination. 
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VICTORIA. 
1891. 


Relative ages 
of husband 
and wife. 


Iuequalities 
of age. 


Extreme ages 


of marriage. 


Births, 1891. 


Births in 1891 
and former 
years. 


Birth rate. 


Births of males 
and females. 
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84. An examination of the 8,709 cases in which the ages of 
both parties are specified will show that in 2,851 instances, or 
33 per cent. of the whole, both parties to the marriage were about 
the same age; in 825 instances, or 9 per cent. of the whole, 
wife was older than the husband; and in 5,033 imstances, 
orthe 58 per cent. of the whole, the husband was older than the 
wife, 


85. Some striking inequalities of age amongst the parties 
married appear in several of the columns, as, for instance, a man 
aged 81 married a woman between 21 and 25, one between 70 and 
75 married a woman between 25 and 30 ; two men between 65 and 
70 married women between 21 and 25; and two between 50 and 
55 married girls under 21. On the other hand, three women 
between 21 and 25 married youths of 18; a woman between 
30 and 35 married a youth of 20; three women between 50 and 
55 married men between 30 and 35; a woman between 60 and 
65 married a man between 35 and 40. 


86. It will be noticed that two youths aged 16 and two aged 
17 took upon themselves the cares and responsibilities of matri- 
mony, their wives, moreover, being only a little older. On the 
other hand, it will be remarked that six men who had passed 
the age of 75, two of them being 81 years of age, entered the 
marriage state, the partners of three of them being also advanced 
in life. 


87. The births registered in Victoria during 1891 numbered 
38,505, as against 37,578 in 1890. The increase in the year 
under review, as compared with the previous one, was thus 927. 


88. During the 20 years ended with 1883, the number of 
births in Victoria had remained almost stationary; but in 1884 a 
marked increase took place, which has continued during the seven 
subsequent years, the number of births in 1891 being the highest 
recorded. 


89. In proportion to population, the births decreased steadily 
for a number of years. The lowest point was reached in 1882, 
since which year there has been a gradual improvement, the birth 
rate in 1891, although slightly lower than in 1890, having been 
higher than it had been in any other year since 1876. 


90. The births of males in Victoria during 1891 numbered 
19,598, those of females 18,907. These numbers furnish a pro- 
portion of 103°66 boys to 100 girls. In 1890 the proportion 
was 10419, in 1889 as high as 10605, and in 1888, 104'33; 
whilst in the ten years 1881-90, 160,057 births of males and 
152,508 births of females were registered, giving a proportion of 
104'95 boys to 100 girls, 
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91, In 1891, 407 twin births and three triple births were VzcTor1. 
registered, as against 353 twin births and three triple births in = 2 
1890. In the ten years ended with 1890, 2,734 cases of twins Twins and 
and 20 cases of triplets were recorded, the total number of births triplets. 
in the same period having been 312,565. There were thus 
309,791 confinements in the ten years, and it follows that one 
mother in every 113 gave birth to twins, and one mother in every 
15,490 was delivered of three children at a birth. During the 
previous decade, 1871 to 1880, one mother in every 111, on the 
average, gave birth to twins, and one in every 12,796 was 
delivered of three children at a birth. 


92. The illegitimate children born in 1891 numbered 2,064, Mlegitimate 
or one to every 19 births registered, which proportion was the Pitths. 
same as in the preceding year. In the 10 years 1881-90, out of 
312,565 infants born, 14,916 were traced as having been born 
out of wedlock, which numbers furnish a proportion of one 
illegitimate child to every 21 births, as compared with an average 
during the 10 years ended with 1880 of one to every 27 births. 


93. The deaths registered in 1891 numbered 18,631, as against Deaths, 1891. 


18,012 in 1890. The increase in the year under notice was thus 
619, or 34 per cent, 


94, In 1889, for the first time, the deaths exceeded 19,000, and Deaths, 1891, 

although those in 1891 did not reach that number, they were nd former 
more numerous than those in any other previous year. In 1887 7" 
and 1888 they did not much exceed 16,000; in 1886 they 
numbered less than 15,000, but in only one prior year, viz., 
1875, did they reach that number. The high mortality in the 
last-named year, in which 15,287 deaths were recorded, was 
due to the prevalence of measles and scarlatina in an epidemic 
form. 


95. The births in 1891 exceeded the deaths by 19,874, or Excess of 
107 per cent., the corresponding proportion beg 109 per cent. oe 
in the previous year. The proportion in 1891 was exceeded in ( 
all but eight of the previous 25 years. In the 10 years ended 
with 1890 the proportion averaged 107 per cent., and in the 10 
years ended with 1880 it averaged 119 per cent., whilst during 
the whole period of 26 years ended with 1891 the average was 


116 per cent, 


96. During the 10 years, 1882-91, the population of Victoria in- Natural 
creased at the average rate of 166 per cent. by excess of births over mcrense of 
deaths, at which rate, irrespective of immigration, the population “by 
would double itself in 42 years. The rates varied from a minimum 
of 1°49 in 1882 to a maximum of 1°77 in 1890, as will be seen by 
the following figures: — 
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VIcTORIA. 
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males and 
females. 


Annual 
death rate. 
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Increase of Population by Excess of Births over Deaths, 1882 to 


1891. 
Per cent. Per eent. 
1882 - - 1°49 1888 - - 176 
1883 - - 1°62 1889 - - 1°58 
1884 - - 1:67 1890 - o “Lt7 
1885 - - 1°65 1891 - - 1:76 
1886 - - 1°64 oe 
1887 - - 1:70 Mean - - 1°66 


97. In Victoria, deaths of males in 1891 numbered 10,666, 
and deaths of females, 7,965. These numbers furnish a proportion 
of nearly 75 females to every 100 males, as against a proportion 
of 74 females to every 100 males in the 10 years 1882-91, and 
of 74 to every 100 in the 10 years 1872-81. Females in the 
total population were in the proportion of 90 to every 100 males 
during 1891 and the last decennial period, and 88 during the 
preceding decennium ; therefore at each period more males and 
fewer females died than their relative numbers in the population 
might have given reason to expect. 

98. The following table shows the estimated mean population 
of either sex, the number of deaths of either sex, and the death 
rate of males and females, and of both sexes, during each of the 
last 31 years :— 


Annual Death Rate, 1861 to 1891. 


Estimated Mean Number of Deaths per 1,000 of the 
Population. Deaths. Mean Population. 
Year. ee 

Males. Females. | Males. | Females.| Males. | Females.| Total. 
1861 - $24,988 214,836 6,124 4,398 18°84 20°47 19°49 
1862 - 322,916 225,164 5,900 4,180 18°27 18°56 18°39 
1863 - 325,680 237,280 5,646 8,856 17°34 16°25 16°88 
1864 - 335,272 251,178 5,202 3,685 15°51 14°67 15°15 
1865 - 847,083 264,135 6,158 4,303 17°74 16°29 17°11 
1866 - 353,941 275,097 7,016 5,270 19°82 19°16 19°53 
1867 - 359,642 284,634 6,613 5,120 18°39 17°99 18°21 
1868 - 867,752 295,340 5,865 4,202 15°95 14°23 15°18 
1869 - 379,396 307,806 6,221 4,409 16°40 14°32 15°47 
1870 - 392,159 321,036 6,114 4,306 15°59 13°41 14°61 
1871 - 403,319 333,686 5,845 4,073 14°49 12°21 13°46 
1872 - 409,081 344,117 6,308 4,523 15°42 13°14 14°38 
1873 - 412,597 352,914 6,565 4,936 15°91 13°99 15°02 
1874 - 416,725 360,931 6,994 5,228 16°78 14°48 15°72 
1875 - 419,779 367,558 8,563 6,724 20°40 18°29 19°42 
1876 - 422,931 373,627 7,716 5,845 18°24 15°64 17°02 
1877 - 427,727 380,878 7,845 5,431 17°17 14°26 15°80 
1878 - 433,153 388,313 7,179 5,523 16°57 14°22 15°46 
1879 - 438,563 395,467 7,033 5,087 16°04 12°86 14°53 
1880 - 446,445 403,898 6,610 5,042 14°81 12°48 13°70 
1881 - 456,107 412,835 7,024 5,278 15°40 12°78 14°16 
1882 -| 467,130] 422,590] 7,900] 5,784] 16°91] 18°57 | 15-32 


1888 478,010 432,120 7,410 5,596 | 15°50 | 12°95] 14°29 
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Estimated Mean Number of Deaths per 1,000 of the 
Population. Deaths. Mean Population. 
Year. 
Males. | Females. | Males | Females.| Males. |Females.| T.tal. 
1884 - 490,460 442,170 7,675 5,830 15°65 13°21 14°48 
1885 - 504,000 452,880 8,300 6,064 16°47 13°39 | (15°01 
1886 - 519,970 464,890 8,575 6,377 16°49 13°72 15°18 
1887 - 537,920 478,830 9,213 6,792 17°13 14°19 15°74 
1888 - 558,700 496,280 9,385 6,902 16°80 13°90 15°44 
1889 - 576,520 513,830 | 11,064 8,328 19319 16°21 17°78 
1890 -| 589,310] 529,190 | 10,369] 7,643 | 17°60] 14:44] 16-10 
1891 ~ 600,860 546,070 | 10,666 7,965 17°75 14°59 16°24 


Average of 31 years - -|016°90 | 14°59] 15°83 


Norr.—In 1861, 1866, and 1875, and to a certain extent in the preceding and in 
the succeeding years, the death rate was swelled by epidemics of measles and 
scarlatina. 


99. In every country the death rate is higher in towns than 
it is in the extra urban districts. The circumstance, although no 
doubt partly attributable to the superior healthfulness and 
immunity from contagion prevailing in the latter, is also to a 
great extent due to the fact that hospitals and charitable institu- 
tions, which are frequented by patients from the country as well 
as by town residents, are generally situated in the towns; and 
further, that outside of charitable institutions many persons die 
who have come from the country on the approach of serious 
illness for the sake of the superior nursing and medical attendance 
to be obtained in town. In 1891 the death rate was much lower 
in Melbourne and suburbs than in the country towns, whilst in 
the former it was nearly twice as high, and in the latter more 
than twice as high as in the country districts. The rate in 
Melbourne was considerably below, but that for country towns 
and for rural districts was much above, the average of the 
previous 10 years. ‘The following are the figures :— 


Deaths in Urban and Country Districts, 1891. 


Deaths, 1891. 


VICTORIA. 
1891. 


estates, 


Death rates 
in town and 
country, 1891, 


Estimated 
Tae Number per 1,000 of the 
Districts. Mean Total Population. 
Population. Namber. 1891 Annual Mean, 
‘ 1881-90. 
Melbourne and suburbs 491,700 9,368 19°05 20°65 
(Greater Melbourne). 
Extra-metropolitan towns 195,940 4,465 22°79 19°90 
Country districts - - 459,290 4,798 10°45 8°90 


ar a a ES 


Total - 1,146,930 18,631 16°24 15°20 
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100. A branch of the Royal Mint was established in Melbourne 
in 1872 and was opened to the public on the 12th June of that 
year. The premises occupy 2 acres 1 rood and 26 perches of 
land, valued in October 1880 at 8,5000., but now probably worth 
ten times that amount; the original cost of the buildings, 
machinery, fittings, and furniture was 68,3501. 


101. From the time of the opening of the Mint to the end of 
1891, 122 million ounces of gold were received thereat. In 
point of average purity, the gold sent to the Mint is considerably 
above the standard (viz., 22 carats, worth 3/. 17s. 103d. per oz.), 
and thus the value of the whole quantity was rather over 
514 millions sterling, or almost exactly 4/. per oz The 
following table shows the quantity and value of the gold received 
in each year :— 


Gold received at:the Melbourne Mint, 1872 to 1891. 
Tce Tes RE SOR ERS el A RS eee 


Year. * Quantity. Value. 
ae ee ae See ee re 
Oz. £ 

1872 ° - - - 190,765 765,024 
18738 - - - - 221,904 887,256 
1874 . : a ° 835,366 1,849,290 
1875 - - - - 489,823 1,948,067 
1876 - - - ° 543,304 2,149,890 
1877 - - - - 378,410 1,492,207 
1878 - “ - - 570,079 2,268,001 
1879 - - - ° 656,724 2,638,393 
1880 - - - - 758,937 3,062,663 
1881 - - - - 692,425 2,793,810 
1882 a = - - 819,142 3,311,894 
1883 “ - = - 786,021 3,159,609 
1884 : - = P 945,709 3,803,320 
1885 - - « - 836,433 8,351,767 
1886 « - - ° 756,611 8,029,783 
1887 o o - - 770,222 8,075,487 
1888 - - - Ss 757,813 8,023,414 
1889 - - - - 761,931 8,030,958 
1890 - * ° ° 752,923 8,003,635 
1891 - - - - 805,231 3,208,352 

Total - : - 12,829,773 51,352,820 


aca 


101. A simple calculation, based upon the total value as shown 
in the lowest line of the last column of the table, will show that 
the gold received amounted to 13,188,525 ounces standard, 
valued at 3/. 17s. 104d. per ounce, or 358,752 ounces more than 
the actual weight of gold received at the Mint. 

103. It will be observed that the gold received at the Mint in 
1891 was more by 52,308 ounces than the quantity in 1890, and 
was also more than in any other year since 1885. 

104, The difference in value between the gold coin issued from 
the Mint in 1890 and 1891 was 276,0001., the excess being in 
favour of the latter. The gold coin issued in 1891 was less than 


487 
COLONIAL REPORTS.—-ANNUAL. 47 


that in 1888, 1887, 1886, 1885, 1884, or 1880; it was, however, Vicronia. 
in excess of that in any other year. ae 


105. During 1891 there were 17 banks of issue in Victoria, jumber of 
possessing therein 510 branches or ‘agencies. There were only banks. 
11 banks of issue in the Colony both in 1886 and 1881. 


106. The position of the banks as regards liabilities, assets, aati + 
capital and profits, according to the sworn returns for the last }ge “°° 


quarter of the three years just named, was as follows :— 


Financial Position of Banks, 1881, 1886, and 1891. 


ae | 1881.' 1886, | 1891, 
LIABILITIES. £ £ é 

Notes in circulation « ° ° 1,359,495 1,399,208 1,414,216 
Bills in circulation e . ° 60,198 92,981 115,606 
Balances due to other banks -« ° $30,414 354,328 298,328 
Deposits not bearing interest - ° 7,425,856 7,289,681 9,894,548 
a bearing interest - ° 18,726,554 23,999,791 30,521,519 
Total - ° . 22,902,017 33,085,989 42,244,217 

ASSETS. 
Coined gold, silver, and other metals « 2,695,474 4,565,990 6,801,989 
Gold and silver in bullion or bars ° 813,017 866,950 322,508 
Landed and other property ° ° 901,258 1,222,260 2,185,423 
Notes and bills of other banks « ° 144,084 151,089 188,660 
Balances due from other banks ° $36,611 239,556 451,842, 
Debts due to the banks + a) 22,783,420 34,625,144 58,770,624 
Total -« ° ° 27,178,809 41,170,989 63,720,546, 


CaPpiITAL AND PRovFirs. 
Capital stock paidup ~~ . . 9,143,122 9,568,418 18,568,255 


Anerege rate per annum of last dividend | 9°981 per cent, 12°141 per cent. | 12°189 per cent. 
eclared. 


Amount of last dividend declared ® 456,800 5 80,875 823,274 


‘Amount of reserved profits after 9,694,329 4,669,116 6,913,634 
declaring dividend, 


107. It will be observed'that the shareholders’ capital (including Liabilities, 
reserves) amounted in 1891 to nearly 204 millions, having in- assets, &c., 
creased by 8,640,000, or by nearly three-fourths, since 1881, fmPared st 
The total liabilities show an increase of 194 millions, or 84 per j i 
cent., since 1881, or of more than 9 millions, or 28 per cent., 
since 1886; whilst the total assets increased by 36} millions, 
or 135 per cent., since 1881, and by 22% millions, or 55 per 
cent., since 1886. This expansion in banking business has been 
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Victorra. greater than that of the population, which, during the 10 years 
1891. ended with 1891 increased by only 31 per cent. Of the liabilities 
the notes and bills in circulation have increased only 8 per cent. 
since 1881, and 24 per cent. since 1886, the former being 
restricted by a Government tax and other charges, which are said 
to average as much as 33 percent. The deposits, which now 
compose 96 per cent. of the total liabilities, have increased by 
over 19} millions in the last 10, and by more than 9 millions 
in the last 5, years, and now amount to nearly 40} millions. 
Under the head of assets it will be noticed that in 1891 the banks 
had 7} millions sterling in coin and bullion, which was slightly 
less (59,000/.) than in 1890, but 590,000. more than in 1889, 
and was nearly 24 millions more than in 1886, and considerably 
more than twice as much as in 1881; the landed property also 
represented nearly 24 millions sterling, showing an increase of 
over 963,000/. since 1886, or of 1,284,000/. since 1881 ; but the 
most important item of all, the advances (debts due to the 
banks), which embrace 84 per cent. of the total assets, shows a 
marked advance in recent years, for since 1881 they have 
increased by nearly 31 millions, and since 1886 by more than 
19 millions, and thus in 1891 they amounted to 532 millions 
sterling. It will be observed that in 1891 the advances exceeded 
the deposits by 134 millions as against an excess of but 3} millions 
in 1886 and only 12 millions in 1881. The average rate of the 
last dividend declared in 1891 (127. 2s. 9d. per 100/.) was about 
the same as the middle period, but much higher than at the first 
period. This dividend, it may be remarked, varied in different 
banks in 1891 from 5 to 17} per cent. 


Savings bauks. 108, Two kinds of savings banks exist in Victoria, the general 
savings banks, which were first established in 1842, and the Post 
Office savings banks, which were established in 1865. The 
following figures show the number of institutions, the number of 
depositors having accounts at the last dates of balancing in 1891, 
and the total and average amount of depositors’ balances at such 


dates :— 
Savings Banks, 1891. 
Amount remaining on Deposit. 
Description of Institution. Number of Number of Average to 
Savings Banks.} Depositors. Total. each 
Depositor. 
£ £ 

Post Office savings banks - 370 107,671 2,083,203 19 611 
General savings banks - 18 193,110 $,632,484 1816 2 
Total ° - 388 300,781 6,715,687 19 0 1 


Rate ofinterest 109, The highest rate of interest savings banks are permitted © 


in savings = tg give on moneys left on deposit is 4 per cent., which rate was 
banks. 
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VICTORIA, 
1891. 


—— 


pa.d ia all the years. Interest is allowed on the minimum 
monthly balance, but not on any amounts which do not remain 
in the savings banks for a full month, 


110, In the general savings banks, the male depositors in Male ana 
1891 numbered 106,637, and the female depositors 86,473, or female depc- 
about 81 of the latter to 100 of the former. In the general popu- apes 
lation the proportion of females per 100 males is 91, so that 
relatively to their respective numbers females do not appear to use 
the savings banks as much as males, 


111. Nearly four-fifths of the depositors in general savings Small 
banks have less than 20/. to their credit, and nearly a tenth have depositors. 
between 20/. and 501. 


112. The deposits in the general savings banks of Melbourne Savings banks 
and suburbs amount to over three-fifths of tl:e whole, and the ™ Melbourne. 
depositors to about two-thirds, 


113. The following is a statement of the number of depositors Savings banks 
and their proportion to population, g 
amount standing to their credit in the savings banks of the 
various Australasian Colonies at the end of 1890:— 


Colonies, 


Savings Banks in Australasian Colonies, 1890. 
(Including both general and Post Oftice savings banks.) 


4 Amount remaining on 
Number of Depositors. 8 
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; ne 
also the total and average 12 Australasian 


Deposit. 

Colony: Per 100 Average 

Total. of Popu- Total. to each 
lation. Depositor. 

£ £ £ os. d. 

Victoria = - . 288,240 25°44 | 5,405,644 | 1815 1 
New South Wales - " 143,826 12°73 | 4,730,469 | 3217 9 
Queensland - - - 45,885 11°73 1,666,855 386 6 6 
South Australia - - 70,873 22°75 2,078,576 29 76. 7 
Western Australia - - 8,014 6°13 31,486 10 811 
Tasmania - - - 25,324 17°48 521,250 | 2011 9 
New Zealand - - 118,344 18°92 3,137,023 26 10 2 
Total - - 695,506 18°37 17,571,303 25 5 3 


114, In Victoria the rate of interest paid in both descriptions 
of savings banks is 4 per cent., as already stated, but the rate 
paid in the other Australasian Colonies is often higher than in 
Victoria. Thus, in New South Wales, whilst the rate in the 
Post Office savings banks is 4 per cent., as in Victoria, that in 
the general savings banks is 5 per cent. for accounts remaining 
open at end of year, only 4 per cent., however, being allowed on 
closed accounts; in Queensland the rate is 4 per cent. on deposits 
below 200/.; in South Australia it is 5 per cent.; in Tasmania 
the rates are 5 per cent. on sums up to 150/. in the general, and 
34 per cent. in the Post Office savings banks; and in New 


1 75610. 


Rate of interest 
in Australasian 
savings banks. 
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Order of 
Colonies in 
respect to 
proportion of 
depositors to 
population. 


Order of 
Colonies in 
respect to 
average 
amount of 
deposits. 


Imports, 
exports, and 
trade. 


Imports and 
exports last 
two years. 


Imports and 
exports latest 
and former 
years. 


Imports and 
exports per 
head. 
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Zealand they are 5 and 44 per cent. respectively. On the other 
hand, the tate is only 33 per cent. in Western Australia. 


115. In proportion to population, the number of depositors is 
greatest in Victoria, and the next in South Australia, in both of 
which the proportion is much higher than in the other Colonies. 
The following is the order of the Colonies in this respect :— 


Order of Colonies in reference to Proportion of Depositors in 
Savings Banks to Population, 


5. New South Wales. 


6. Queensland. 
7. Western Australia. 


1. Victoria, 

2. South Australia. 
3. New Zealand. 
4, Tasmania. 


116. Judged hy the average amounts to the credit of depositors 
the savings banks of Queensland, New South Wales, and South 
Australia appear to attract the larger capitalists in a greater 
degree than any of the other Colonies; but those of Victoria, 
more than any other Colony, except Western Australia, appear 
rather to attract persons of small means, for whom savings banks 
are specially established. The following is the order of the 
Colonies in reference to the average balance lying to the credit of 
each depositor :— 


Order of Colonies in reference to Average Balance of Depositors 
in Savings Banks. 


5. Tasmania. 
6. Victoria. 
7. Western Australia. 


1. Queensland. 

2. New South Wales. 
3. South Australia. 
4, New Zealand. 


117. In 1891 the total declared value of the Victorian imports 
was 21,711,6082, and that of the exports 16,006,743/.; the excess 
of imports over exports was 5,704,865, and the whole value of 
external trade was 37,718,351. 


118. The value of imports was lower in 1891 than in 1890 by 
1,242,407/., or by 54 percent., but the value of exports was higher 
than in that year by 2,740,521. or by 21 per cent. The value 
of the total trade was thus higher than in the previous year by 
1,498,114. 

119. The imports in 1891, as indicated by their values, were 
larger than in any other year of the Colony’s history, except 
1888, 1889, and 1890; whilst the exports, according to the same 
standard, showed a decided advance on the exceptionally small 
volume of export trade which prevailed in the years 1886 to 
1890, and were higher than in any previous years except 1884, 
1883, 1882, and 1881. 

120. In the year under review, the value per head of imports 


was lower by ll. 12s. 11d., but the value per head of exports 
was higher by 2/. 1s, 4d., than in 1890. 
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121. The following table gives the total’ value and value 


per head of articles of Victorian produce exported, and their 
proportion to the total exports, in each of the last 25 years :— 


Exports of Victorian Produce, 1867 to 1891, 


Exports of Articles produced or manufactured in 
Victoria. 


Year. 


Per-centage of 
Total Exports. 


Value per head 


Total Value. of the Population 


£ £ os. d. 
1867 - ~ = 9,972,333 15 9 7 78°87 
1868 - - - 11,697,893 17 12 10 75°02 
1869 = - ° 9,539,816 1317 8 70°85 
1870 = - * 9,103,323 1215 3 73°00 
1871 . - - 11,151,622 15° 2 7 76°60 
1872 - ~ - 10,758,658 14 5°8 77°56 
1873 . = Po 11,876,707 1510 4 77°61 
1874 ~ ° : 11,352,515 1412 0 73°52 
1875 ie - 5 10,571,806 13 8 6 71°59 
1876 ° . . 10,155,916 1215 0 71°54 
1877 " - . 11,269,086 13 18 9 74°35 
1878 * ° “ 10,676,499 12 19 11 71°53 
1879 - : - 8,069,857 918 6 64°80 
1880 - - - 11,220,467 13 311 70°33 
1881 ¥ “ . 12,480,567 14 7-8 76°79 
1882 = - - 12,570,788 14 BT 77°63 
1883 = - = 13,292,294 1412 1 81°06 
1884 2 " . 13,155,484 14 2 1 81°96 
1885 « . : 12,452,245 13 0 8 80°06 
1886 - ‘ + 9,054,687 9 311 76°77 
1887 « - 8,502,979 Sx 728 74°91 
1888 - . is 10,356,633 916 4 74°76 
1889 . m - 9,776,670 819 4 76°77 
1890 = - - 10,291,821 9 4 0 77°58 
1891 - - 7 13,026,426 1l 7 2 81°38 


122. It should be pointed out that the returns of articles set 
down as produced or manufactured in Victoria are not always 
reliable, there being no other evidence as to the origin of such 
articles than the statements of the shippers, which, it is known, 
are sometimes made very loosely. It will be seen that, according 
to the figures, the total value of exports of local productions shows 
a considerable improvement in 1891 on the exceptionally low 
values which prevailed in the previous six years, The worst year 
was 1887, when such yalue was lower than in any of the previous 
20 years, except 1879, and the value of such exports per head was 
absolutely the lowest in the whole period; but in 1891 the local 
export trade was higher than in any previous year except 1883 
and 1884, although in proportion te population, it was still much 
lower than in the great majority of years prior to 1886. The 
proportion of exports of home products to the total exports was 
higher in 1891 than in any previous year except 1884. 
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123. The value of sixty-six of the principal articles imported ‘in 
1891, and in the first year of each of the two previous quinquennia 
are placed side by side in the following table :-— 


Imports of Principal Articles, 1881, 1886, and 1891. 


Value of Imports. 


Order. Articles. 
1881. 1886. | 1891. 
£& £ £ 

1 | Books” - oe - ~-| 198,288 | 194,936 | 234,350 
Stationery - - - - 83,455 104,583 84,891 

2 | Musical Instruments - - - 93,684 127,917 113,748 

6 | Watches, elocks, and watchmakers’ 68,248 68,563 73,082 

materials. 

9 Cutlery - - - - - 23,426 29,272 46,312 
Machinery - - - - 103,337 166,663 257,957 
Sewing machines - ~ . - 63,224 51,491 70,145 
Tools and utensils - - - 40,165 39,962 58,154 

12 | Building materials - - : - 58,340 160,774 130,638 
13 | Furniture and upholstery - - 55,226 93,779 68,163 
34 | Drugs and chemicals « - - - 76,316 104,584 78,130 
Matches and vestas’ - - - 43,597 48,651 61,478 
Opium - - = - - 54,820 41,651 32,963 
Paints and colours’ - - - 51,133 64,611 79,318 
15 | Carpeting and druggeting - ets oe 73,035 94,259 88,024 
Woollens and woollen piece goods’ - 663,397 892,868 903,657 
16 Silks - - - - 263,946 312,728 306,199 
17, | Cottons - - - - - - 872,691 | 1,027,674 973,704 
Linen piece goods and manufactures - 23,251 42,160 35,967 
18 Haberdashery- ” - - 326,394 420,608 239,236 
19 | Apparel and slops = - - - - 279,767 389,814 519,948 
Boots and shoes - - - 105,379 105,828 153,433 
Gloves - - - - - 89,512 111,086 118,610 
Hats, caps, and bonnets - - 117,087 122,377 96,779 
Hosiery - - - - ° - 105,124 132,195 143,634 
20 | Bags and sacks (including woolpacks) 208,169 86,638 206,032 
21 Butter and cheese - - - 813 6,758 18,107 
Fish- = ws se = | 9 88,860-) 168,840 | 199,995 
Meats—fresh, preserved and salted - 8,826 17,547 39,500 
22 | Fruit (including currants and raisins)- | 186,876 | 205,533 | 319,859 
Flour and biscuit - - -. 3,536 16,429 16,434 
Grain—wheat - - - . - 22,928 26,237 55,719 
ae ae s : - 87,888 76,456 28,767 
n other (including malt and rice) 235,699 135,173 91,313 
Sugar and molasses - - . - | 1,004,869 853,399 | 1,051,838 
23 | Beer, cider, and perry - - - 161,678 260,650 270,491 
pa ia air are 68,271 50,222 44,130 
Hops - - : " -| 42,832 23,285 13,367 
Spirits - : - - C2 426,864 380,232 466,427 
Tea - = « - ° 942,603 668,472 626,173 
Tobacco, cigars, and snuff - - - 185,815 291,684 304,491 
Wine - ts Z - | 131,426 | 116,606 | 130,038 
24 | Hides, skins, and pelts - - - 96,084 129,102 159,478 
Leather, leatherware, and leathern 143,697 167,618 159,419 

cloth. 
Weel - - - - 2,887,260 | 2,331,599 | 3,372,154 
25 | Paper (including paper bags) - - 188,275 250,530 301,908 
Timber - - - - 481,925 | 1,170,539 897,264 
Woodenware - ~ - - ~ 42,274 55,662 43,113 
26 Oil of all kinds - ° - 203,760 219,691 282,794 
28 Coal - - - - - - - 313,581 510,768 837,810 
29 | Earthenware, brownware, and china- &3,013 105,260 98,918 


ware. 
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Value of Imports, 1891. 
Order. Articles. = 
1881. 1886. 1891. 
| 
£ g z 
Glass and glassware - - ° 87,721 157,788 117,851 
31 Gold (exclusive of specie) - - - 790,243 569,442 716,510 
Specie—gold - - - 40 32,593 325,562 
Lom ethene “e oce e a., Oo S78 B68 33,392 39,383 
Jewellery - - - - 73,075 54,310 40,171 


32 | Iron and steel (exclusive of railway |. 479,887 748,602 878,509, 
rails, telegraph wire, &c.) 
Lead—ore, pig, pipe, sheet ° 


13,230 24,048 42,493 
Manufactures of metal - 


- 60,482 147,434 180,282 
Tin - - - - - - - 54,894 43,503 59,240 
Nails and screws - - - 50,993 45,006 20,927 
Plated ware “ = - - - 22,743 32,404 72,695 


33 Live stock - - - 757,276 928,505 | 1,553,727 
85 | Fancy goods - - - - $9,067 90,958 57,545 
Hardware and ironmongery - 116,373 226,204 157,276 
Oilmen’s stores - - - 15,234 30,085 35,838 


—_—_— 


Total = - |14,988,722 | 16,432,485 |19,241,468 
’ All other articles = - - - - | 1,779,799 | 2,098,090 | 2,470,140 
Total Imports - | 16,718,521 | 18,530,575 | 21,711,608 


——— 


124. Of all the articles named in the table, the most important, Eleven chief 
according to the values in 1891, are wool—including that brought a nee 
overland from New South Wales—live stock, sugar, gold, cottons, a ; 
woollens, timber, iron and steel, coal, tea, and apparel and slops, 
in the order named, the values of which varied in 1891 from 
3,372,000/. for wool, to 516,000/. for apparel and slops. The 
aggregate value of these eleven items amounted in 1891 to close 
on 12,657,000/., or to more than half the total value of all the 
articles imported. It may be mentioned that the value in 1881 of 
all these articles was 9,473,500/, in 1886 10,124,000/., and in 1890 
12,904,0002, so that the value in 1891, although somewhat lower 
than in 1890, was much higher than in the earlier years named. 


125. The total imports show an increased value in 1891, as Imports of 
compared with 1886, of over three millions, and as compared with three periods 
1881, of five millions; while the imports of the articles named in 9 uk ia 
the table have increased by nearly three millions, and over four 
and a quarter millions respectively. More than half the items 
show considerable increase at the last period as compared with 
either of the former periods, and of these the more important are 
books, cutlery, machinery, tools and utensils, apparel and slops, 
boots and shoes, preserved meats, fruit, wheat, spirits, tobacco, 
hides, wool, paper, oil, coal, gold, iron and steel, lead, plated ware, 
metal manufactures, and live stock. The imports of wool show 
an increase as compared with 1886 of 1,040,0002, live stock of 
625,000/., gold coin and bullion of 440,0002, coal of 327,0002, 
iron and apparel and slops of 130,000/. each, and fruit of 114,000/, 

Several of the items of imports show decrease at the last 
eriod as compared with either of the former ones, the chief being 
Rabaohiner? grain other than wheat (including oats and hops). 
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126. The exports of fifty of the principal articles are in like 
manner given for the same three years :— 


Exports of Principal Articles, 1881, 1886, and 1891. 


Value of Exports. 


1891. 


£ 
70,172 
42,337 
162,901 
76,209 
48,395 
98,986 
45,702 
191,762 
47,197 
34,724, 
234,265 
22,498 
6,504 


69,113 
488,347 
909,636 

6,819 

43,212 

32,936 

52,685 
175,495 

5,548 

96,951 
338,813 
103,776 

69,785 

12,731 

7,910 
3,805 

19,905 
206,729 
232,130 

28,795 
163,412 

7,165,092 

84,132 
163,653 

40,777 

32,218 
423,709 

2,217,734 

20,950 

1,642 
2,984 
77,329 
51,571 
2,413 
457,394 


10,924,282 | 15,023,076 


Order. Articles. 
1881. | 1886. 
£ £ 
1 Books - 2 = - 80,324 73,295 
Stationery - - - - 39,396 34,958 
9 Machinery - - - - 122,464 67,862 

15 Woollens and woollen piece goods’ - 92,492 79,751 

16. | Silks . > “ - 24,830 31,867 

17. | Cottons - = - _ 92,040 68,930 

18 Haberdashery - - - 49,454 77,815 

19 | Apparel and slops - - - 278,756 218,012 
Boots and shoes - - - 93,012 49,260 

20 Bags and sacks - - - 50,280 86,638 

21 Butter and cheese - - - 100,987 91,322 
Meats, fresh and preserved - arc 113,426 89,126 

» Salted (including hams and 29,117 19,862 
bacon). 

22 | Fruits (including currants and raisins) 48,702 76,239 
Flour and biscuit = - - - 241,386 392,521 
Grain—wheat - - - 689,254 166,916 

» Oats -~ - - - 12,964 6,787 
» Other (including malt and rice) 104,451 85,093 
Onions - - - 20,364 34,696 
Potatoes - - - - 57,091 120,532 
Sugar and molasses - - 277,562 144,631 

23 | Coffee F é = 32,480 23,959 
Spirits - - - - 110,012 85,324 
Tea - - - - 292,606 322,299 
Tobacco, cigars, and snuff - - 154,545 111,729 
Wine - - - - 42,964 56,251 

24 | Bones and bone dust - - 18,774 10,174 
Candles - - - - 11,690 16,460 
Horns and hoofs’ - - - 1,118 1,005 
Hides - - - - 6,239 9,581 
Skins and pelts - - - 108,664 98,763 
Leather, leatherware, and leathern cloth} 329,006 281,477 
Soap - - - - 12,496 13,745 
Tallow : : = -| 247,372 | 120,900 
Wool “ P * - | 5,450,066 | 4,999,662 

25 | Bark ~ a ‘ “ 21,163 30,782 
Hay, straw and chaff - - 81,196 174,139 
Timber - - - - 37,774 21,336 

26 Oil of all kinds - - 68,192 28,571 

31 | Gold (exclusive of specie) - - | 1,646,930 336,874 
Specie—gold - - - | 8,090,999 | 1,610,829 

» silver - + - 480 6,623 

32 | Antimony ore, regulus, &c. - - 14,284 85 
Copper ore, regulus, &c. - - 15,975 12,104 
Iron, &e.- - . - 122,779 47,041 
Manufactures of metals - - 45,840 37,127 
Tin, tin ore, black sand - - 2,518 4,080 

33 Live stock - - - - 459,254 393,516 

35 | Hardware and ironmongery - - 70,739 82,7384 
Travellers’ samples - - - 52,776 71,049 

Total - ” - | 15,157,288 
All other articles - - - | 1,094,820 871,039 


Total Exports - ~ 


983,667 


a 


16,252,103 | 11,795,321 | 16,006,743 
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127. It appears from this table that the chief articles of Vicrorta. 
Victorian export are wool, of which the value in 1891 was ined, 
7,165,0002, and gold (inclusive of specie), valued at 2,641,4002., even chief 
which two articles alone contributed 61 per cent. to the total articles of 
value of exports of all articles; next in order in 1891 were ¢xPort, 1891. 
breadstuffs, 1,398,000/, and live stock, 457,000/.; then tea, 
butter and cheese, leather, hides and skins, apparel and slops, 
sugar, and hay and chaff, in the order named—the values of 
which varied in 1891 between 339,000/. and 164,0007, It will be 
noticed, however, that of these sugar (excepting so far as the 
process of refining is concerned) and tea are not produced in 
Victoria, but are merely re-exports. The value of the eleven 
articles just named amounted in 1891 to 13,224,664/., which leaves 
the balance of 2,782,0792. distributed over all the other heads. 


128. The value of the total exports in 1891 shows a considerable Exports of 
improvement since 1886, although it is lower than the value in three periods 
1881 by a quarter of a million. As against the first period, about scsi oe 
one-third of the articles specified show decrease, the most im- 
portant being gcld, grain (other than wheat), sugar, spirits, 
tobacco, meats, candles . tallow, leather, woollens, apparel and 
slops, bags and sacks, soots and shoes, iron, &c., and antimony 
‘ore. The falling-off under some of these articles, however, such 
as sugar, spirits, and tobacco, is merely indicative of a decline in 
the re-export trade. On the other hand there was more or less 
increase, as compared with both the previous periods, in the 
exports of fully two-fifths of the articles named in the table—the 
more important of which were butter and cheese, wheat and flour, 
tea, wine, horns and hoofs, hides, skins and pelts, soap, wool, and 
bark. The exports of gold fell off by nearly 2,100,000/. as 
compared with 1881, but increased by 700,000/. as compared with 
1886; those of breadstuffs were higher by nearly 470,000/. than 
in 1881, and by nearly 840,000/. than in 1886 ; whilst those of 
wool were higher by about 1,700,000/., and by nearly 2,200,000/. 
respectively. Owing to the stimulation afforded by Government 
bonuses, the export of butter considerably more than doubled that 
recorded for the previous period. 


129. The number of vessels entering and leaving Victorian Vessels inwards 
ports in 1891 was larger by 158 than in 1890, smaller by 650 ‘ud outwards 
than in 1889, and by 263 than in 1888, but larger than in any 
other former years; the tonnage in 1891 was more by 351,768 
than in 1890, about 100,000 more than 1889, and considerably 
larger than in any other year. The following table contains a 
statement of the number, tonnsge, and crews of vessels inwards 
and outwards in three successive periods with intervals of ten 
years, also during each of the last five years -— 
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Vessels Entered and Cleared, 1870 to 1891. 


as Vessels Entered. Vessels Cleared. ao and 
No. | Tons. | Men. No. Tons. | Men. No. Tons. 
1870s 2,093 663,764 32,838 2,187 681,098 83,836 4,280 1,34-4,862 
1880—s- 2,076 1,078,885 51,585 2,115 1,161,014 52,153 4,191 2,179,899 
1887 - 2,435 1,920,180 80,918 2,418 1,938,063 79,888 4,853 3,858,243 
1888 - 2,724 2,182,071 85,879 2,630 2,125,812 84,233 5,854 4,307,883 
1889+ 2,855 2,270,827 89,187 2,886 2,328,351 89,489 5,741 4,599,178 
1890 2,474 2,178,551 85,818 2,459 2,184,790 85,163 4,938 4,363,341 


1891 +| 2,581 2,338,864 92,861 | 2,560 2,376,245 98.179 | 5,091 4,715,109 


130. The total number of farm holdings returned in 1891-92 
was 35,945 of which 34,849 were in shires and 1,096 in cities, towns, 
or boroughs. The land under cultivation was 2,687,575 acres, or 
34,807 acres more than in the previous year. 

131. The principal crops grown are wheat, oats, barley, 
potatoes, hay, and green forage. The following table shows the 
extent of land under each of these crops in the last two 
seasons :— 


Land under Principal Crops, 1891 and. 1892. 


Year ended March— | Wheat. | Oats. | Barley. |Potatoes.| Hay. | Green. 

Forage. 

Acres. Acres. | Acres. | Acres. | Acres. | Acres. 

1891 - 2 - | 1,145,163 | 221,048 | 87,751 | 53,818 | 413,052 | 245,332 

1892 - s - | 1,332,683 | 190,157 | 45,021 | 57,334 | 369,498 | 184,184 
Increase - 187,520 — wee 3,516 — = 

Decrease - tad 30,891 | 42,730 — | 43,554] 61,148 


132. The following isa statement of the gross produce of these 
crops (except green forage, of which no account is kept), in the 
same two years :— 

Gross Produce of Principal Crops, 1891 and 1892. 


Year ended March— | W heat. Oats. Barley. | Potatoes. Hay. 
Bushels. | Bushels. | Bushels. Tons, Tons. 

1891 - : - 112,751,295 | 4,919,825 | 1,571,599 | 204,155 | 567,779 

1892 - 7 - 13,679,268 | 4,455,551 | 844,198 | 200,523 | 514,406 


Increase - 927,973 — — — oe 
Decrease - — 463,774 727,401 3,632 83,373 
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133. The average produce per acre of these crops was as follows Vicronta. 
in the last 10 years :-— 1891. 


——s 


Average Produce of Principal Crops, 1883 to 1892. Average per 


acre of 
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principal crops. 


Average Produce per Acre of— 
Year ended March — 


Wheat. Oats. | Barley. Potatoes. Hay. 

Bushels. Bushels. | Bushels. | Tons. Tons. 

1883 - - - 9°03 26°17 17°35 3°78 1°06 
1884 - - - 14°10 25°07 22°84 4°01 1°43 
1885 - - - 9°52 23°40 17°38 4°16 1°u9 
1886 - - - 8°99 21°72 17°58 3°83 1°05 
1887 - - - 11°49 22°$1 22°36 3°41 1:09 
1888 - ~ - 10°81 22°92 23°34 4°11 1°41 
1889 - - - 7°10 14°20 13°55 3°04 0°75 
1890 - - - 9°75 23°87 20°18 3°33 1°48 
1891 - - - 11°13 22°25 17°91 3°79 1°37 
1892 - - - 10°26 23°43 18°75 3°50 | 1°39 
Mean - - 10°22 22°59 19°12 3°70 1°21 


134. Information as to the numbers of live stock kept was Live stock, 


obtained at the recent census, and these are compared in the 1891 aud 1892. 


following table with the numbers for March 1892, brought on 
since the census by means of estimates furnished by the municipal 
authorities :— 

Live Stock, 1891 and 1892. 


Cattle. 


Period. Horses. Sheep. Pigs. 


A Exclusive 
ie of Milch Total, 
j Cows. 


5th April 1891 (enu- 436,459 895,091 1,387,887 1,782,978 | 12,692,843 282,457 
merated). 
March Ya (esti- 440,696 405,973 1,406,181 1,812,104 | 12,928,148 286,780 
mated). 


— 


Increase . 4,237 10,882 18,244 29,126 235,305 4,323 


135. Besides the live stock returned, as shown in the table, Goats, asses, 
44,482 goats, 139 asses, and 224 mules were enumerated at the 924 mules. 
census of 1891. 

136. There are now in Victoria 5 horses, 21 head of cattle, 147 Stock per 
sheep, and 3 pigs, or taking the different kinds together, 176 head square mile. 
of stock of these descriptions, large and small, to the square mile, 
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Victoria. 137. The estimated gross values of agricultura] and pastoral 
1391. produce for the year 1891-92 were as follows :— 


Value of 
agricultural 


Gross Value of Agricultural and Pastoral Produce, 1891-92. 


and pastoral £ 
produce. . 

Agricultural produce - - 7,752,855 

Pastoral mr - - - 11,380,236 

Total - - 19,133,091 


Manufactories, 138. The following is the number of manufactories, works, &e. 
oo in in Victoria for the year 1892, together with the hands employed 
: and value of lands, buildings, machinery, and plant — 


Manufactories, Works &c., 1892.* 


Number of establishments - - - 3,141 
Hands employed - - - 52,225 
Value of lands, buildings, machinery, and 
plant - - - - - 16,472,8591. 
Gold raised, 139. The gold raised in Victoria in 1891 was 576,400 ozs., 


1890 and 1891. which is less than the quantity obtained in 1890 by 12,161 ozs., 
representing, at 4/. per oz., a deereased value of 48,6447. ‘Lhe 
following are the figures for the two years :— 


Quantity and Value of Gold raised in 1890 and 1891. 
per etre 
Gold raised in Victoria. 


Year. —_————_$_ ec cr 
Estimated Quantity. Value, at 4/. per oz. 
nn en nena 
OZ. £ 

1890 : ° F 588,561 2,354,244 

1891 - - - 576,400 } 2,305,600 

Decrease - - 12,161 48,644 
Gold raised, 140. Carrying on to the end of 1891 the calculations given in 


1851 to 1891+ revious years, the quantity of gold raised in Victoria from the 
period of its first discovery, about the middle of 1851, is estimated 
at 57,415,759 ozs. which at 4/. per oz. would give a total value of 
229,663,036/. 

University. 141. The Melbourne University, which has been established 
since 1855, receives an endowment or subsidy from the State of 
16,5002. per annum. In the Act of Incorporation it is provided 
that no religious test shall be administered to anyone to entitle 
him to be admitted to the rights and privileges of the institution. 
a pt i te 


* For a complete list of manufactories, see Digest for 1889, page 70. 
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The Council are empowered to grant, in any faculty except 


divinity, any degree, diploma, certificate, or license which can be 
conferred in any University in the British dominions, A Chair of. 


Music has also been established in connexion with the University, 
for the endowment of which the Hon. Francis Ormond, M.L.C., 
contributed the sum of 20,0002, On the 22nd March 1880, the 
University was thrown open to females, and they can now be 
admitted to all its corporate privileges. Affiliated to the University 
are three colleges in connexion with the Church of England, the 
Presbyterian, and the Wesleyan Church respectively, and named 
respectively Trinity, Ormond, and Queen’s ; Ormond College is 
named after the late Hon. Francis Ormond, M.L.C. who contributed 
42,0002 in his lifetime, and at his death bequeathed a further sum 
of 40,000/. towards its erection and endowment, The University 
Hall, built ata cost of about 40,0002, is called the “ Wilson Hall,” 
after Sir Samuel Wilson, now a member of the British House of 
Commons, who contributed the greater portion of the funds for 
its erection. Since the opening of the University 3,062 students 
matriculated, and 1,681 degrees were granted, of which 1,337 were 
direct, and 344 ad eundem. 'The students who matriculated in 1890 
numbered 154, and the graduates in the same year numbered 109. 


142. The State education system of Victoria, the basis of which 
is that secular instruction shall be provided, without payment, for 
children whose parents may be willing to accept it, but that 
whether accepted or not, satisfactory evidence must be produced 
that all children up to the age of 13 are educated up toa given 
standard, has been most successful in its operation; and for 
securing the object sought to be obtained, it is believed, compares 
favourably with that of any other country in the world. In 1872, 
just before the present system came into operation, the number 
of children returned as on the rolls of State schools was 136,055, 
whilst in 1891, after the system had been in force for 18 
years, the number had increased to 253,469, or by 81 per cent., the 
increase of children at the school age in the population during 
the same period having been only about 20 per cent Besides the 
ordinary course of instruction, which is quite elementary, free 
instruction is also given to a large number of scholars in drill, 
gymnastics, singing, and drawing; the Kindergarten system of 
instruction for young children has been introduced ; and lectures 
in cookery and agriculture are also given in some of the principal 
schools, whilst extra subjects are taught on payment of a small 
charge. . 


143. The higher education for State school scholars is provided 
for by a certain number of scholarships, of the annual value of 102, 
tenable for three years, which are annually awarded to the most 
clever und industrious pupils of State schools under 15 years of 
age, who are selected by competitive examination to enable them to 
pursue advanced studies st the principal grammar schools, schools 
of mines, agricultural colleges, or other schools approved of by the 
Minister. Moreover, for the purpose of enabling the most intelli- 
gent of these scholars to finish their education at the University, 
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11 exhibitions, each of the yearly value of 401, tenable for four 
years, are annually awarded for competition amongst the holders of 
the scholarships. 


144. Besides the State schools, which are attended by five sixths 
ofthe children under instruction in the Colony, there were in 
1892, 759 private schools attended by 37,203 scholars. Some of 
these private schools are attached to religious denominations, as 
many as 208, with 21,799 scholars, being connected with the 
Roman Catholic Church, Six are called colleges or grammar 
schools, two of which are connected with the Church of England, 
two with the Roman Catholic, one with the Presbyterian, and one 
with the Wesleyan Church, In these, as well as in some of the 
other private schools, a very high class of education, quite equak 
to that obtained in the best public schools in England, is given. 


145. The following table contains a statement of the average 
rates of wages paid in respect to engagements made in Melbourne 
in 1891. It has been compiled from statements obtained from 
the best authorities, and is believed to be fairly representative of a 
state of affairs which must always be subject to some fluctuations, 
Throughout Victoria the recognised working day for artisans and 
general labourers is eight hours :— 


Wages in Melbourne. 


Return of the Rates of Wages paid in Melbourne during the 
Year 1891. 


pt a a a nd ee 


Description of Labour. Rate. 


oe eh a SS 


3.—DOMESTIC SERVANTS. 


aie { rie eer per week, with board and lodging : 20s. to 30s. 
Butlers - par » %» . 20s. to 40s. 

Cooks « * = per annum, vs . 401. to 751. 
Sesame: . - * a “ 401. to 520. 
Housemaids, - - * » * 801. to 400. 

dei pea Nursemaids - = Ps ; : 802. to 401. 
General servants - - ce : 801. to 407. 

Girls + -  - per week, - : 8s. to 10s. 

3.—Horet SERVANTS. 

|Barmen - - - per week, with board and lodging . 80s. to 45s. 

Waiters - “- « ‘ Pe ° 25s. to 409. 

Males -4 Boots ° = 9 » - 15s. to 25s. 
Osthkers - °- - » Pr : 20s. to 25s. 

Cooks - : - » re ° 20s. to 65s. 

(Barmaids - - » ” = 20s. to 36s. 
Waitresses - : » ” . 15s. to 20s. 

sega: Housemaids - - perannum i 802. to 401. 
(Cooks - = : ” ” 602. to 1003, 
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Description of Labour. 


ea ae ee 


3.—-FarM SBRVANTS. 


Ploughmen - - 
Farm labourers + = 
Milkmen for dairies - 


Cheesemakers - ° 


Males - 
Reapers -  « - 
Mowers + - e 
Threshers . . 
Cooks - . - 


(Dairy milkmaids - 
Females -{ Cooks - . * 

eee) servants - 
Married couples (generally useful) 
Hop-pickers ° ° s 


Maize-pickers - . . 


per week, and found . 
I ¥ . . 
” ” = 
peracre, ,, « . 
” ” fag 
per bushel, ,, - . 
perannum, ,, : . 
re with board and lodging 


”» ” 


per bushel - - : 
perbag - : a “5 


4.—STATION SERVANTS, 


(Boundary riders - 
Shepherds’ - - 


Stockmen ° - 
Hutkeepers - : 

Males -4 Cooks + ° 
Labourers - - 

Drovers - - ° 
Sheepwashers - - 

(Shearers - -« - 

Females - oped F : 
General servants  - 

Married couples - : ° 


per annum with rations - 


”» » = 3 
per 100 sheep shorn, with rations 
per annum, with board and lodging 

” »” 


- with rations : 


5.— WORKERS IN Books, &c. 


Printers—Compositors - 


‘e Machinists ~ - 
Lithographers - . - 
Binders ° * : - 
Paper rulers ° ° 4 


Sewers.and folders (females) 


* per 1,000, without board and lodging 


per week, ” 
”» ” 
” » 
~ ” 
” » 


6.—IN WATCHES, JEWELLERY, AND PRECIOUS METALS, 


Watchmakers - ” 
Manufacturing jewellers - .« 


Enamellers . ° . 


- per week, without board and lodging 


»” ” 


» ” 
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Rate. 


20s. to 258. 
15s. to 20s. 
15s. to 20s. 
25s. to 40s. 
10s. to 15s, 
4s. to 6s. 
5d. to 7d. 
501. to 60. 
307, to 352, 
302. to 357. 
307. to 350. 
602, to 801, 
83d. to 44d, 
6d. 


40l. to 60b 
361. to 527+ 
502. to 752. 
307. to 400, 
602. to 702, 
15s. to 20s, 
25s. to 40s. 
15s. to 25s, 
15s. to 16s, 
307. to 502. 
300. to 452, 
702. to 902. 


31. to 41, 

2l. Bs. to 32. 15s 
82. to 82. 10s. 
81. to 32. 10s. 

15s. to 258. 


22. to 41. 10s, 
21. to 51, 
82. to 41, 
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Description of Labour. 


=e nna ama 


”4.~IN METALS OTHER THAN GOLD AND SILVER. 


Blacksmiths - - - per day, without board and lodging 
Die sinkers + : - per week, » 
Engravers - * - * _ ” 
Farriers—Firemen - : ” ». 
is Floormen. - : ” » 
Hammermen - - - per day, F 
Fitters - > - - a - 
Turners . : . » : » 
Boilermakers and platers -. 1 » 
Riveters - ° : - ” ” 
Lamp makers - ‘ + per week, 
Pattern makers - - - per day, ”» 
Moulders : a : » ». 
Brassfinishers, coppersmiths * Ps ” 
Yinsmiths - - - - per week, ” 
Japanners - = - » ” 
Tronworkers - - - »” 2 
Galvanizers - - : ” », 


Plumhers, gasfitterg . : » » 


8.—In CABRIAGES AND HARNESS. 


Smiths : . - - per week, without board and lodging 


Bodymakers - - : ” » 
Wheelers : . : ” ” 
Painters - . - - per day, = 
Trimmers - - per week, is 
Vycemen 4 ° | » ” 
Collar-makers - . - » ” 
Harness-makers - bs - ” » 
Saddier-makers - - - » ” 
Saddle-tree makers - - : ” ” 
Whip-makers - - - ”» ” 


9.—SHIPS AND BOATS. 

Sailors—Sailing vessels - - per month, and found - 
»  Steamships - - ” ” O - 
Ship carpenters, shipwrights - per day, without board and lodging 


Stevedores’ men, lumpers - per hour, ‘a 


10.—In Hcuses AND BUILDINGS. 
- per day, without board and lodging 


Masons - . 
Plasterers © - » ” 


Brioklayers - ° “ sg ” ” 


Rate. 


10s. to 12s. 
21. 10s. to 41. 108. 
11. 158. to 31. 
21. 10s. to 31. 10s., 
30s. to 50s. 
6s. to 8s. 
8a. to 12s. 
9s. to 138. 
10s. to 14s. 
10s. to 11s. 
21. to 37. 10s. 
10s. to 14s. 
10s. to 12s.. 
10s. to 12s. 
21, 8s. to 21. 14s. 
21. to Sl. 
2. to. 37. 10s. 
21. to 31. 10s. 
$l. 


21. 10s. to 37. 16s. 
21. 10s. to 31. 10s. 
21. 10s. to 37. 108. 
6s. 6a. to 11s. 
21. 10s. to 37. 10s. 
11. 10s. to 27. 10a, 
21. to 51. 
20. to 41, 
21. 15s. to 31. 108. 
21. to 21. 15s. 
21. to 21. 15s. 


31. 102. to 51. 
7. 
13s. 
1s. 3d. 


10s..to 12s, 
10s. 
108. 


Slaters - 
Carpenters - - 
Labourers = 


Painters and glaziers 


Cabinetmakers ° 
Carvers : 
Turners = . 
Upholsterers ° 
Polishers + = 
Coopers « . 


Tailors - - 


” 


» in factories - 


Mantlemakers - - 5 ie i . 
Milliners, first class - . ” ” = 
a second class - - pe FP - 
Corsetmakers - - - Py es - 
Dressmakers - . * - ” ” 2 
Needlewomen - - - - is - 
Bootmakers - * - - riveting children’s boots, per pair, 
without board and lodging. 
re . - * machine sewing children’s and boys’ 
boots, per pair, without board and 
lodging. 
* : ~ . - riveting boys’ bobdts, per pair, without 
board and lodging. 
re - . - riveting women’s boots, per pair, with- 
out board and lodging. 
a - - - - machine sewing women’s boots, per 
pair, without board and lodging. 
oe - - - riveting men’s boots, per pair, without 
board and lodging. 
e - - - - machine sewing men’s boots, per pair, 
without board and lodging. 
as - - - making wellingtons to order, without 
board and lodging. 
ne . - - - making elastics to order, without board 
" and lodging. : 
‘ machinists - - per week, without board and lodging - 
Halters—Gossamer trade— 
»  Bodymakers—silk hats - per dozen = - 
» Finishers - - - ™ . . 
» Shapers LU be ” ” bad 
»  Crownsewers - ~ w 4 = 
» Trimmers . . is * . 
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Description of Labour. Rate: 
ah es oe Ae ee eee 
- - per day, without board and lodging - 108. to 12s, 
. . ) - 10s. 
. - ” » = 7s. to 8s 
= & ” ” _ 7s. to 9s. 


11.--In FURNITURE &c, 
- - per week, without board and lodging - 


- - per day, ” - 
- - per week, a > 
. iz a ‘ . 
- - per day, » S 


12.—WoRKERS IN DRESS. 
. - per hour, without board and lodging - 


- - per week Pe - 


» Felt hat trade— 


es Bodymakers 


per week, without board and lodging - 


is Blockers . . * a . 
‘i Finishers ~  - - » » : 
re Shapers - ° a i : 
ie Binders (females) - oe im A 


* Trimmers 


21. to 31. 10s. 
21. 10s. to 37. 10s. 
8s, to 10s, 

21. 5s. to 81. 3s. 
21. to 27. 10s. 
9s. to 10s. 


10d. to 1s. 
21. 15s. to 31. 15s. 
21. to 8l. 
18s. to 30s. 
31. to. 4. 
15s. to 21. 5s. 
15s. to 35s. 
128. to 25s. 
12s. to 25s, 
bd. 
8d. to 9d, 


9d. 
1s. to 1s, 3d. 
1s. 1d. 
1s. to 1s. 9d. 
1s. 5d, 
10s. 
68. to 8s. 
15s, to 25s. 


10s, to 22s, 

12s. to 24s, 
4s. to 12s, 

8s. 6d. to 4s, 
6s. to 98. 


81. 5s. 


VICTORIA, 
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Yicror1.  —__—_——— eee 


1891. Description of Labour. Rate. 


Clothing Factories— 


Tailoresses - - - per week, without board and lodging - 20s. to 30s. 
Pressers - . ° fe 4 - | 12.158. to 2. 15s. 
Shirtmakers - - : en % . 12s. to 25s. 
Machinists - - - ” ” : 15s. to 30s. 
Drapers’ assistants, carpet salesmen i i -| 20. 10s. to 52. 10s. 
13.—IN Foon. 
Bakers--Foremen - . - per week, without board and lodging - 31. 
a Second hands - - ss - - 21. to 21. 10s. 
Butchers—Shopmen - - A re ° 30s. to 32. 
% Slaughtermen - - ” ” »| 20. 10s. to 32. 10s. 
Ga Boys - : “ »  withboard - . ° 15s. to 30s. 
= Small-goods men - o Pr . - 21. to 31. 
Maltsters - - - per week - : - : 2} 21, 2s. to 20. 5s. 


14.—In ANIMAL MATTERS. 


Brushmakers - - - per week, without board and lodging - 21. to 32. 5s. 
Curriers - - : - ” i »| 20. 10s. to 31. 10s. 
Tanners - : : ” ” . 38s. to 408. 
Beamsmen - : - : ” ” » 38s. to 45s. 
Shedsmen : . : ” ” . 38s. to 50s. 
Fellmongers - : : : ” ” »| 11. 16s. to 27. 10s. 
Portmanteau—trunk makers . » » * 21. 10s. to 32. 


15.—IN VEGETABLE MaTTERS. 


Basket-makers * - - per week, without board and lodging - 21. to 3/. 
Broom-makers = - * » ” e 21. to 31. 
Cigar-makers . : . ” ”» ” 21. to 4l. 
Cigarette-makers . : » ” *]} 21. 10s. to 82. 108. 
Tobacco-workers - . * ” ” = 21. to 32. 10s. 
Cork-cutters - : - » ” * 21. to 32. 


16.~In STonez, CLay, &c. 


Brickmakers - ° . - per 1,000, without board and lodging - 14s. to 15s. 
Brickmakers’ labourers - - per day - . 6s. to 7s. 
Glassblowers : - - per week ” -| 21. 5s. to 31. 15s. 
Navvies - - > per day, ” *| 6s. 6d. to 8s. 6d. 
Potters : . : - per hour, ” ©] 104d. to 1s. 3d. 
Quarrymen - - - per day, ” -] 8s. to 10s. 6d. 
Labourers - “ - - ” ” " 6s. to 8s. 
Stonebreakera + : - per cubic yard, » . 2s. to 4s. 


Asphalters : “ e + per day, ” bs 8s. to 9s. 
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SS a ee oe ee FS 
Description of Labour. Rate. 


17.—IN MINEs. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


General managers - - per week, without board and lodging - 21. 10s. to 101. 
Legal i - : - 43 of - 10s. to 71. 
Mining > - - * M - 21. 10s. to 107. 
Engineers” - - - i % - 21. 10s. to 51. 
Engine-drivers - - ” rf -| 20. 5s. to 82. 10s. 
Pitmen - - - : » 7 , al. to 41. 10s. 
Blacksmiths - - - i - | 20. 5s. to 32. 10s. 
Carpenters - - : - F - | 12.168. to 31, 6s. 
Foremen of shift : . i + - 27, 5s. to 3i, 
Miners : - 5 fe - 21. 2s. to Si. 
Surfacemen (labourers) - . - | 10. 10s. to 27. 10s. 
Boys - . » - 15s. to 11. 15s. 
Chinese - - ” - 1. to 11. 16s, 
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146. Prices in Melbourne were quoted as follows for 1881. Prices. 


1886, and 1891. In country districts the cost of groceries, 
tobacco, imported wines, coal, &c. is naturally somewhat higher, 
and that of agricultural and grazing produce, firewood, &e. 
naturally somewhat lower, than in Melbourne :— 


Prices in Melbourne, 1881, 1886, and 1891. 


7 a ae 
Articles. | 1881. | 1886. | 1891. 


| 


AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE. 


Wheat - - - per bushel | 48. 1d. to 5s. 6d. | 3s. 10d. to 5s. 5d. | 35. 4d. to 4s. 9d. 
Barley— | 

Malting - - ” | 3s. 6d. to 5s. 3d. 

| 28. 2d. to 4s. 4d. 2s. 7d. to 4s. 

Cape - - : A | 2s. 6d. to 4s. 3d. 
Oats - - a 2s. to 3s. 7d. 2s. 3d. to 3s.€d. 2s. to 4s. 3d. 
Maize 3s. 9d. to 5s.10d.| 4s. 3d. to 48. 7d. 3s. to 4s. 10d. 
Bran - : - a | 83d. to is. 3d. 1s. 1d. to 1s. 6d. 8d. to 1s. 8d, 
Hay - - . per ton 2. 10s. to 61. 31. 10s. to 61. 32. to 41. 10s. 
Flour, first quality = ” 92. to 111. 15s. 81. to 111. 15s 81. to 101. 10s. 
Bread - - - per 4 |b. loaf 4d. to 6d. 5d. to 6d. 43d. to 6d, 

GRAZING PRODUCE. 
Horses— 

Draught 3 * each 15l. to 462. | 281. to 492. 121. to 407. 

Saddle and harness - ni 81. to 652. | 102, to 252. 81. to 200. 
Cattle— 

Fat =- 31. 10s. to 141.28.6d.| 51. to 191. bl. to 14d. 

Milch cows - % 4l. 15s. to 101. 61, to 151. 31. 10s. to 152. 
Sheep, fat i 3s. 6d. to 2le. 5s. 6d. to 22s, 6s. to 18s. 6d. 
Lambs, fat Ss. te 12s. 4s.to010s.6d2 | 3s. 6d. to 14s, 6d, 
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Articles. | 1881. | 1886. 1891. 
GRazInG PRODUCE--cont. | 
Butchers’ meat— | 
Beef, retail - - per Ib. 13d. to 6d. 4d. to 10d. 8d. to 9d. 
ahen.. +2 So er be Rete a, 14d. to bd. ad. to 6d. 
Yar os fo | 4d. to 6d. bd. to 8d. 5d. to 8d. 
Pork ,, a . = | 6d. to 8d. 6d. 10 9d. 7d. to 10d, 
Lamb , °- - per quarter 2s. to 8s. 6d. Qs. to 8s. 6d. 2s. to 3s. 6d. 
DaIRY PRODUCE. | 
Butter, retail - - per lb. i 6d. to 2s. 1s. to 2s. 6d. 10d. to 2s. 
Cheese __,, - : a j 5d. tols. 5d. to 1s. 7d. to 1s. 6d. 
Milk - - - per quart | 4d. to 6d. bd, to 6d. 4d. to bd. 
| 
FarM-YaRD PRODUCE, 
Geese - - - per couple | 6s. to 10s. 7s. to 12s. 4s. to 88. 6d, 
Ducks - - - is 4s. 6d. to 7s. gs. to 8s. 3s. 6d. to 7s. 
Fowls - - - % | 4s. to 7s. 8s. 6d. to 7s. 8s. to 5s. 6d. 
Rabbits - - - Fs 6d, to 18. 6d. to 1s. 9d. to 1s. 4d. 
Pigeons - - - e 2s. to 3s. Qs. to 3s. 6d. 1s. to 2s. 6d. 
Turkeys - - - each 4s. to 15s. 7s. 6d. to 17s. 6d. 5s. to 15s. 
Sucking pigs - - yr 10s. to 12s. 10s. to 14s. 5s. to 15s. 
Bacon - - - per lb. 6d. to 1s. 8d. to 1s. $d. to 1s. 4d. 
Ham > : - * 8d. to 1s. 2d. 10d. to 1s. 1d. 10d. to 1s. 6d. 
Eggs - - - per dos. 10d. to 2s. 9d. 1s. to 2s. 4d, 10d. to 2s. 6d. 


GARDEN PRODUCE. 


| 
Potatoes— | 
Wholesale - - per ton | 90. 10s. to 7. 
Retail - - - per wt. | 3s. to 8s. 
Onions, dried - - o. | Qs. 6d. to 18s. 
canes = te eeen ae ee 
Turnips - - * 2d to is. 
Radishes - : - ” 3d. to 6d. 
Cabbages - - : per doz. 3d. to 5s. 
Cauliflowers - : 2» 4d, to 3s. 
Lettuces - : " $d. to 1s. 
Green peas : - per Ib. 1d. to 4d. 


MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 


Tea (duty paid) - per lb. | 7d. to 2s. 53d. 
| 
! 


Coffee » ° : Pe 74d. to 114d. 
Sugar » - -  perton $02. 10s. to 387. 
Rice » - . » 182, 10s. to 297. 


21.15s. to 51.7s.6d. 
2s. 6d. to 6s. 
4s. 6d. to 7s. 6d. 


| 6d. to 18. 


4d. to 1s. 
Ad. to 6d. 
6d. to 4s. 
1s. to 6s. 
4d, to 1s. 
1d. to 3d. 


6d. to 1s. 11d. 


53d. to 8d. 


187. 10s. to 297. 


161, to 261. 


21. to 42. 108. 
2s. 6d. to 5s. 
3s. 6d. to 7s. 


6d. to 18. 


6d. to 1s. 6d. 
6d. to 1s. 
2s. to 48. 6d, 
2s. to 5s. 
1s. to 1s. 6d. 
lid. to 5d. 


53d. to 28. 
8d. to 1s. 5d. 


187. 58. to 270. 5s. 


141, to 227. 
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Articles. | 1881. 1886. | 1891. 891. 


ee 


| | 
MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES—cont. 


Tobacco (in bond) :— 
Imported mftd. - per ib, 


| 


i 11d. to 2s. 4d. 
} 8id. to 4s. 3d. | 1s. to 88. 9d. { 


Colonial __,, . 5 3s, 3d. to 4s. 
Soap, colonial - : per ton 171. to 291. 12. to 280. 111. to 287. 
Candles, sperm - ; per lb. 7d.tol0}d. | Gd. to 94d. 5d. to 8id. 
Salt - . - per ton 32. 5s. to 61.58. 21.158. to 41.10. | 20. 108. to 62. 
Gua af Sw SG me 22s.to 40s. «78. tose, | 208. to Bee, 

| 9s, 3d. to 148. 68, 


Firewood . . - 8s. to 128. | 10s. to 14s. 6d 
| 


Wines, Spinirs, &c. 


Ale (duty paid) - per hhd. 7l.to#, | Bl. 108. to Si, 


i 


| 51. 5s. to Sl. 
dy - - qts. per doz. 8s. to 18s. 6d. | 8s. 3d. to 11s. 7s. 6d. to 11s. 
Rink: ge ats -  perhhd. | 71.58. to 7/.108. 7. to7l.4s. |  5l.to 71.108. 
- is . - qts. per doz. 8s. to 10s. 6d. ; 8s. toils. 3d. | 8s. to 108. 6d. 
randy, in bulk (in bond) per gall. 6s. to 15s. | 5s. to 17s. 6d. 4g. 6d. to 18s. 6d, 
Rum % ss * 28. 2d. to 6s. 6d. | 2s. 6d. to 6s. 2s. to 6s. 6d. 
Whisky _,, . 4 88.10d. to lbs. | $9.8d.to16s. | 2s. 9d. to 178. 
Port wine (in bond) - per pipe 211. to 1202. | 210, to 1900. 231. to 1201. 
Sherry (in bond) - perbutt | 207. to 1251. | 211. to 1857. 251. to 1401. 
Claret, &c. (in bond) - per doz. 13s. 6d. to 100s. 15s. to 87s. 6d. 16s. to 85s. 
Champagne (in bond) - vs ‘25s. to 91s. 35s. to 95s. 35s. to 105s. 


SnicicdMEIneaiiciaciobe dene sais ree est Tene es | Ts 


147. For complete information on many points which have been Victorian 
merely touched upon, and on others which are not even mentioned, Year Book. 
in this digest, the reader is referred to the “Victorian Year 
Book,* 1891-92.” 


Henry I] EYLYN HAYTER. 


Sree nlp a pte i ke 


* This is an official publication by the Government Statist, published annually, 
anl may be obtained from the Government printer, Meibourne, or the Agent 


n 


<ieneral of Victoria, 15, Victoria Street, Westminster. 
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(For Report for 1890, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 14.) 
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— 
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a A EE Se Ba a 
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1893. 
[C.—6857.-6.] 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 

No. Colony. Year. 

20 | Basutoland - - - 2 - =| 1890-91 

21 Trinidad and Tobag - . = ~ | 1890 

22 Leeward Islands - - - . . - 

23 | Grenada - im - 3 as 2. 

24 Straits Settlements - - - % . 

25 | British Guiana - = . - hi ‘: 

26 St. Helena - - - - - “ a 

27 Mauritius - - - - ” « 4 

28 Gambia “ = = . ae = * 

29 | Hong Kong - - . - a 

30 | Ceylon - ~ - - - - | 1889 

31 | Lagos - - " - - 2 43 

32 Lagos - - ~ “ = < 1890 

33 | Ceylon - - : . ‘ : mn 

34 Newfoundland - * 2 * 5 ia 

35 | Jamaica - - - - - - |1889-91 

36 | Victoria - ~ - - . a L890 

37 British New Guinea - ¥ = - |1890-91 

3 St. Vincent - - “ - . 1891 

39 Bermuda - - 5 * - : _ 

40 Seychelles and Rodrigues - > - - | 1889 and 
1890 

41 Gambia - - - - - - 1891 

A2 Barbados - - - F - a a 

43 Turks Islands - - - . « é 

44 Bahamas~ - - . - a ~ | _ 

45. | Viyi - - - - - - | 1890 

46 | Seychelles - - - - - - | 1891 

47 British Bechuanaland - - . - | 1890-92 

48 | Malta - - - - - - | 1890 and 
1891 

49 Gibraltar - ~ - . “ 1891 

50 Falkland Islands — - - . . = . 

51 | Leeward Islands - - + - - s 

52 | Grenada - - - - - . 4 

53 | St. Lucia - - > - . és Fs 

54 | Labuan - - - - - - ms 

55 | British Guiana - - : - - re 

ie i leaden crenata calc ae 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. | Colony. Subject. 
: heer on ee! 
1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 Zululand - - - | Forests. 
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No. 56. 
ZULULAND. 


[For Report for 1890 see Colonial Report (Annual ) 14,] 


eee 


Sir C. B. H. Mironett to Lorp KNUTSFORD. 


My Lorp, Durban, Natal, August 19, 1892. 
Ix compliance with Colonial Regulations 268-271, I have 
the honour to place before your Lordship, in duplicate, the 
Blue Book of Zululand for the year 1891, together with a copy of 
the Resident Commissioner’s report thereon, exhibiting the general 
condition and prospects of the territory under the several heads 
specified in the Returns. 
I regret not having been able to forward this Blue Book within 
the time prescribed by the regulations. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) (. B. H. MitcHeny. 
The Right Hon. Lord Knutsford, G.C.M.G., 
&e. &e, &e. 


Report by the ResipEnT Commissioner to accompany the Bur 
Book of ZuLuLanp for 1891, 
Laxes, Duties and other sources of Revenue. 
There has been no alteration under this head during the year. 


Revenue and Expenditure, 


8 d. £ ad; 
The balance to the credit of the 
territory on the Ist January 


1891, was” - - - 10,045 13 8 
The actual revenue during the 
year was - - ~ 40,080 3 7 
Other receipts (not actual revenue) 
Advances repaid - - 542 17 0 
Deposits recovered - - 38 13 9 
Remittances received by Crown 
Agents - - - 22,000 O O 
Investments realised by Crown 
Agents - “ - 1,500 0 O 24,081 10 9 
Carried Forward ~ £74,207 8 O 


I 78530. Wt. 10280. 
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s ed. £ & 2 


Brought Forward - 74,207 8 

The actual expenditure during the 

year amounted to - » (96,118 9 1 
Other payments (not actual 

expenditure) Advances - 594 0 0 
Deposits - - - 38 13 9 
Remittances to Crown Agents - 12,000 0 O 
Investments - - ~~ 91,000 0 0 69,751 2 10 


Actual cash balance on 3lst 
December 1891 - . 4456 5 2 


— ee 


The Revenue and Expenditure of 1890 was as follows :— 
£ a ee ee a, 


Balance Ist January - ~ -8,17o-" 2 
Revenue during the year - 41,674 6 
Other receipts, not actual rev- 

enue - - - 1,464 0 O 

eee eee Se le a 

Expenditure during year - 29,732 16 11 
Other payments, not actual Ex- 

penditure - - « 41634 17-0 41,267 ot 
Balance 3lst December 1890 - 10,045 13 8 


ee 


It will thus be seen that there was a decrease of Revenue in 
1891 of 1,594/. 2s. 10d. as compared with the previous year. 
The receipts during 1890, however, included the extraordinary 
item of 2,0002., which represented the proceeds of certain “ Fine” 
cattle paid by the Chief Somkele. The expenditure of 1891 was 
6,3841 12s. 2d. in excess of that of 1890, the increase being due 
chiefly to increased establishments and extraordinary expenditure 
of 3,797/. 18s. 11d., including payment of 2,519/. to certain traders 
and others as compensation for losses during disturbances, expenses 
of Boundary Commission, further expenditure connected with the 
Court of Special Commissioners, &c. 

The comparative return of revenue and expenditure during 
1890 and 1891 cannot be filled in in detail, in accordance with 
the form prescribed ; the classification of revenue and expenditure 
of 1891 having been altered from that of 1890. The total revenue 
of 1891 exceeded the estimate by 3521. 3s. 7d. The amount 
received under the head of Revenue “ Duties, Taxes, Licenses ”’ 
largely exceeded the estimate. Under this head the Hut Tax 
collected during the year was over 1,700/. in excess of the estimate, 
the amount actually received being 31,3662 6s. Od., and the receipts 
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under “ Fines and forfeitures” were over 1,200/. more than the 
estimate. The excess is mainly attributable, in the first case, to 
collection of arrear Hut tax in U’Bombo District, and, in the 
second, to fines in respect of faction fights). Under the heads of 
Revenue, “ Fees of Court,” and “Miscellaneous” the estimates 
were also exceeded, whilst “ Post and Telegraph ” feesand “ Land 
Revenue” and “ Proceeds of Land Sales” were over estimated. 
The total expenditure during the year was within the estimate. 


Assets and Liabilities, 


The excess of assets over liabilities is shown to be 24,662/. 5s. 2d. 
It will be seen that 19,5002. has been invested in 1891. 


Debt. 
There is no public debt. 


Military Expenditure. 


The expenditure in connection with Her Maiesty’s troops 
stationed in Zululand is detailed in the Natal Blue Book, the troops 
in Natal and Zululand forming one command. The cost of the 
Zululand native police amounted to 9,830/. 3s. 4d. being 
1,805/. 13s. 4d. less than the estimate, and 2261. 2s. 3d. less than 
the expenditure on the service during 1890, 


Public Works. 


The chief public works undertaken during the year were the 
erection of a new residency at Eshowe, which was commenced and 
completed ; additions to Eshowe Gaol, including hospital; the 
erection of barracks for the Zululand police; and a court-room 
and offices for the chief magistrate and statt—the three last-named 
buildings are still under construction; a new road from Etshanini 
at Mkuzi Poort up to the seat of magistracy of U’Bombo district 
was completed, and a new road from Eshowe to Bonds Drift 
(Lower Tugela), which when finished will be some miles 
shorter than the present road, was commenced during the year, 


Legislation. 


The following proclamations were promulgated during the year, 
viz. :— 

No. I. Amending tariff as to customs, duties and charges, 
annexed to Proclamation No. IL. 1888. 

No. II. Amending section 58 of Proclamation No. IL, 1887, 
which prohibits the disposal of liquors to natives, 

No. III. Regulating the sale and disposal of intoxicating liquors 
to Indians and ce: tain coloured persons. 

No. IV. Proclaiming that certain Natal one penny Naial 
Revenue stamps over-printed ‘‘ Zululand” can be used as postaze 
stainps. 

I 73530. 
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No. V. Regulating sale and disposal of intoxicating liquors 
to Indians and certain coloured persons, and amending law as 
respects the supplying of spirituous liquors to natives. 

No. VI. Proclaiming approved estimates for the year 1892. 

No. VII. Proclaiming rules and regulations for sale of erven in 
the township of Eshowe. 


Civil Establishment. 


There was but little alteration in the Civil Establishment of 
Zululand in 1891. His Honour the Resident Commissioner and 
chief magistrate, M. Osborn, C.M.G., was granted six months’, 
afterwards extended to nine months’, leave of absence, dating from 
December 1890. During that period the duties of the office were 
discharged by Colonel Cardew. 

A clerk of works and Superintendent of Roads Department was 
established. 

A second district surgeon for Zululand was appointed and he is 
stationed at Melmoth, the centre of the only district in Zululand 
in which there are white settlers. 


Pensions. 


There are no Government pensioners, but stipends are paid to 
certain Native Chiefs during good behaviour. ‘The only alteration 
in the amounts so paid was the increase in the stipend of Chief 
Sibebu from 240/. to 300/. per annum. 


Population. 


There exist no means of accurately ascertaining the Native 
population of Zululand ; the figures given in the return (which are 
the same as those furnished for the census return of the British 
Empire for 1891) are merely approximate, The figures are based 
on the Hut Tax paid during the year, it being calculated that each 


hut contains 344 souls. 


The total estimated population as shown is :— 


‘ Whites. 
Males. Females. Total. 
384 264 548 
Natives 
Males. Females. Total. 
61,646 83,142 144,788 


being an estimated increase in the white population of 45 and 


increase in the native population of 8,393 persons. 
There is no register kept of vital statistics in respect of the 
native population. In the white population there were 22 births 


and 7 deaths during the year. 
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Criminal Statistics. 


Though the number of offences reported to, and convictions 
before, the courts of the Resident Magistrates, shows an increase in 
the corresponding figures for the previous year, it is satisfactory to 
be able to report that very little crime ofa serious nature was com- 
mitted during the year. Only six cages (including two of murder) 
were brought up for trial before the High Court of Zululand. 
The capital sentence in one case of murder was carried out. 

Of the cases adjudicated upon by the magistrates, 81 required 
the confirmation of the Chief Magistrate. ‘hese included four 
cases of “ culpable homicide,” nine of “ theft,” seven of “ cattle- 
stealing,” 17 of ‘common assault,” and seven “ faction fights.” 
Crime was more rife in Nqutu district, and there were more con- 


victions in that than in any of the other districts, the majority of 


cases arising from stock thefts. 


Manufactures, Mines, &c. 


Very little progress was made in the gold industry. In the 
Nqutu, Nkandhla, and Entonjaneni Districts, where batteries have 
been erected, some gold has been extracted, but very little work has 
been done in developing, whether from want of capital or confidence 
in the fields. 

The revenue from gold fields amounted to 2321. 4s. 10d. only as 
compared with 787/. 19s. 1d. received during 1890. The royalty 
of ls, 6d. per ounce of gold extracted was 5/. 11s. 


Agriculture, 


The estimated area of cultivated and uncultivated land is 
merely approximate (as are also the other figures given in this 
return), and cannot be taken as correct, though in all probability 
there has been an increase in the amount of land brought under 
cultivation during the year. There is no doubt that in each year 
the use of the plough is becoming more extended. 

Owing to plenteous rains throughout the Territory during the 
summer 1890-91, the season’s crops were remarkably good, The 
harvest of Indian corn (or mealies) was a good one in all the 
districts, though in those of Entonjaneni, Eshowe and Ndwandwe 
early crops suffered from the grub, owing to heavy rains. 

The current price of Indian corn during the year ranged from 
5s. to 10s. per muid of 200 Ibs. 

The rate of wayes for native labour in Zululand varied from 
7s. to 15s., but those who sought work in Natal on the railways 
and elsewhere, of whom there were great numbers, obtained high 
wages, ranging from 30s. to 40s. per month. ‘There was little or 
no disease amongst horned cattle, and in most districts the year 
was a good one for stock. In the Nqutu and U’Bombo districts, 
however, the losses in stock are reported to have been compara- 
tively great. Lung sickness was brought into the country through 
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transport-riding, but the necessary precautions were taken to 
prevent the spreading of the disease. 


Education. 


The native schools are all under mission societies. The 
number of scholars on the roll was 719, as compared with 603 
during the year 1890. 

The condition as regards education appears to remain the same 
as was reported on in the Blue Book of 1890. 


Ecclesiastical. 


A new mission station in connection with the Church of South 
Africa was established at Nhlwati in Ndwandwe District, and a 
settlement was also establishe:l in Eshowe District by the repre- 
sentatives of the Salvation Army in 1891. These are the only 
additions to the number of mission stations in Zululand, The 
See of Zululand, which became vacant by the death of the late 
Bishop Mackenzie, was filled during 1891 by the Right Reverend 
W. M. Carter, now Bishop of Zululand. 


Health. 


Generally the health of the people was good, though, awing to 
the specially wet season, there were cases of de h irom the 
malarial fever which was prevalent in the Ndwandwe, Lower 
Umfolosi, and U’Bombo Districts. 


General concluding remarks. 


The people in Zululand enjoyed much prosperity during the 
year 1891. A plentiful harvest was reaped throughout the 
country, and horned cattle, which form the special wealth of the 
Zulus, increased satisfactorily. No abnormal uuhealthiness existed. 
Money was plentiful owing to the high wages earned by young 
men who obtained employment on railway and other works in 
Natal, Kimberley, and the gold mines in the South African Republic. 
Good order prevailed throughout the year. 

In September last locations were demarcated for Usutu and 
other tribes in Ndwandwe District to the North of the Black 
Umfolosi River, by a commission appointed for the purpose by 
His Excellency the Governor. The work was satisfactorily 
performed and is greatly appreciated by the natives concerned. 
The Resident Magistrate of Ndwandwe district, in a report on the 
subject of the laying out of these locations, states as follows :— 

« After an exhaustive inquiry the Commission gave its decision 
“ respecting the limits of the several locations on the 23rd of 
«“ September. Notwithstanding the representations that are 
“ being made by certain European advocates of the Usutu cause 
“ T feel able to state, as a resident amongst the Usutu, and 
“ one who, I trust, enjoys a fair amount of their confidence, 
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“ that the Commission’s decisions have met with very general 
** satisfaction.” 

The detachment of troops temporarily stationed in Nkandhla 
district in November 1890, on account of certain alleged inten- 
tions of Transvaal Boers to take up farms in that district was 
withdrawn on the 380th October last year, as it was considered no 
longer necessary to keep the troops there. 

The force of Zululand police, consisting of 250 non-commissioned 
officers and men (natives) under an European commandant and 
five sub-inspectors, continued to maintain its character for 
efficiency and general usefulness. A detachment of the force is 
stationed at each of the following places :— 

Eshowe (head quarters) Nkandhla, U’Bombo, Ulundi, Lower 
Umfolosi, Ndwandwe, and in Hlabisa districts. 

Gold, especially in quartz, has been found in different parts of 
Zululand, and, it is confidently stated, in payable quantities in 
Nqutu and Entonjaneni districts. ‘The profitable working of the 
discoveries is, it is alleged, delayed on account of the want of 
sufficient capital by the discoverers, and I understand that to 
overcome this difficulty efforts for the formation of companies are 
now being made. 

The following minerals are found in Zululand :—Gold, silver 
(included in lead), lead, copper, tin, iron, asbestos, and coal, 
None of these, excepting gold, has been worked, nor has any 
attempt been made to turn them to profitable account. 


Eshowe, Zululand, M. Oszorn, 
Sth August 1892, Resident Commissioner 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year 
| 
54 | Labuan - “ = é “ -| 1891 
55 | British Guiuna - “ = a a oe 
56 Zululand” - - = : 2 é S 
57 | Mauritius - - “ . s - * 
58 | Lagos - - F - e i 
59 Straits Settlewentés - - « “ . 
60 | Ceylon - - . a P 7 
61 | Natal - : . < * - | 1891-92 
62 | Basutoland - - - = - a 
63 | St. Helena - - - « P -| 1891 
64 Sierra Leone . - z = : S 
65 | Jamaica - - ° - | 1891-92 
66 | Trinidad and Tobago - - = -| 1891 
67 | Newfoundland - - - 4 . 7 
68 | British New Guinea . > “ - |1891-92 
69 Victoria - - - 2 - - 1891 
70 | Rodrigues - “ 2 3 rl hi 
71 | Bermuda - - - . - -| 1892 
72 | Fiji - - - - ~|° 1891 
73 | British Hicadatak - - “ = 5 Ri: 
74 | Turks and Caicos Islands - - - - 1892 
75 | Gibraltar - < 4 . " x - 
76 | Bahamas - s ’ = m = Se 
77 | Leeward Islands’ - « x : y . 
78 Trinidad and roma - - - F an 
79 Malta - 5 = 5 e hs 
80 Gambia Re = - 3 Bs 2 n 
81 Strait Settlements - - - . s E 
§2 Grenada - = a . - & 
83 Barbados - - - = m ef 
84 | St. Vincent - & Ps . : a 
85 | Hong Kong- - - : * S 
86 St. Lucia - - . = « . 4 
87 Falkland Islands’ - - = Z . ‘5 
88 Gould Coast - = < : = x 5 
89 | Basutoland - - - - - - | 1892-93 
90 | Ceylon ~ - = - - -| 1892 
| 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Col ny. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 Zululaad - - - | Forests. 


8 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 
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No. 91. 
ZULULAND. 


[For Report for 1891 see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 56.] 


i en 


Acting Governor F. S, HapEn to the Marqurss or Ripon. 


My Lorp MaRrQuEss, Durban, Natal, August 23, 1893. 

In compliance with Colonial Regulations 268-271, I have 
the honour to transmit to your Lordship, in duplicate, the 
Blue Book of Zululand for the year 1892, together with a copy of 
a Teport upon its contents by Sir Melmoth Osborn, late Resident 
Commissioner. 


I have, &c. 
The Most Hon. (Signed) F. 8. Hanen, 
the Marquess of Ripon, K.G.., Acting Governor. 
&e. &e, &e. 


Report on the Biuz Book for the year 1892 by the Resipenr 
COMMISSIONER. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


The total revenue of the territory for the year 1892 amounted 
to 42,4327. 7s, 6d., being 2,3522. 3s. 11d. in excess of that of the 
previous year, which was 40,0801. 3s. 7d. 

There was an increase in 1892, as compared with 1891, under 
all heads of revenue. The chief increase was under the heads of 
Duties, Taxes, Licenses, the receipts under which exceeded those 
of 1892 by 1,405/. 17s. 6d. 

The expenditure in 1892 was 33,9531. 175. 10d. a3 compared 
with 36,1182. 9s. 1d. in the previous year, being a decrease of 
2,164/. 16s. 3d. This excess in 1891 was due chiefly to 
extraordinary and unforeseen expenditure, in that year, of 
3,/971. 18s. 11d., including payments of over 2,500/. to traders, 
as compensation for losses during the disturbances in 1888. 

The revenue in 1892 exceeded the estimate by 4,3262 7s. 6d 
The most important excess occurred under the head « Taxes, 
Duties, Licenses, &c.,” the amount received thereunder being 

I 78460. Wt. 10230. 
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yuuotann. 3,2961. 17s. 1d. in excess of the estimate, of which 2,730/. 12s. Od. 


was received under the Sub-head “ Hut Tax, the principal source 
of revenue of the territory. 

The expenditure in 1892 was less than estimated by 
5,7381. 5s. 10d., savings having been effected under each head of 
expendiure. 


Public Debt. 
Nil. 


Military Expenditure. 


The cost of the Zululand Native Police during the year was 
10,0101. 6s. Od., being less than the estimate by 652/. 14s. Od. and 
a small casual increase on the expenditure of 1891 for the service. 


Public Works. 


Very few, and no important, public works were provided for 
and undertaken in 1892. The new Court House at Eshowe was 
completed, and there were additions to the Eshowe gaol and 
Residency, &c. Offices were erected in the new district of Hlabisa. 
There was further expenditure in the construction of the new road 
to the Tugela which was opened for traffic as far as the Matikulu 
river. 


Legislation. 


Included in the legislation was a proclamation by his 
Excellency the Governor defining the new magisterial district of 
Hlabisa, and amending the boundaries of other adjoining districts, 
and a proclamation providing for compulsory attendance of 
witnesses before courts of law of the South African Republic. 


Establishment. 


The only important addition was the creation of a new 
magisterial district at Hiabisa, and the appointment of a magis- 
trate and staff therefor. 


Pensions or Stipends. 


The Chief Mnyamana, who was formerly Prime Minister to 
he late Zulu King Cetywayo, and who was one of the Chiefs to 
whom stipends have been paid by the Government, during good 
behaviour, since the annexation of Zululand, died during the 
year. The amount paid to the late Chief was 10/. per month. 


Half this amount is paid to Mnyamana’s successor, Ishauebezwe. 
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Population. 


The white population is estimated at about 700. The figures 
for the return of the native population can only be furnished 
approximately, Taking, as the basis of calculation, the amount 
of Hut Tax paid for the year, and estimating that there are 31 
couls to each hut, the native population is approximately as follows, 
viz. :— 
sear aa A eh es a a 


Males. Females. Total. 
tee ergo oer re ee ee 


69,489 84,932 


154,421 


These figures show a considerable estimated increase in the 
population as compared with the previous year, which is partly 
accounted for by the influx or return into Zululand of Zulus 
from surrounding territories. Such natives are not now 
permitted to take up residence in the territory unless under 
special circumstances. 


Criminal Statistics. 


There is an increase in the number of offences reported to, 
and in the number of convictions before, the Courts in 1892 as 
compared with 1891, which increase may be accounted for by 
increased magistracies, and, consequently, more complete 
supervision. 

There was, on the whole, little increase jn the number of 
serious crimes committed in 1892. Four cases of murder were 
dealt. with in the High Court of Zululand, in two of which 
sentence of death was passed and carried out, There were 113 
convictions (embracing 230 persons) before the courte of resident 
magistrates, which required the confirmation of the chief magis- 
trate. Of these cases the most serious were 1 of culpable 
homicide, 11 of cattle stealing, 4 faction fights, 25 thefts, and 31 
of assault. 


Mines. 


Some gold-mining operations have been carried on during the 
year, and the gold out-put amounted to 786 ounces ; but little 
activity or interest was shown in the industry, and two or three 
small batteries which had been erected in Entonjaneni and some 
other districts were shut down, while about a similar number are in 
course of construction in Nkandhla District and elsewhere. It is 
believed, however, that gold and coal exist jn Zululand in 
payable quantities, and that the fields will shortly be developed. 

The discovery of extensive seams of cual of good quality in one 
of the coast districts has been officially reported by the dis- 
coverers, who have applied for mining or mineral leases. 


ZOLULAN), 
1892, 
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Agriculture, &c. 


The year was a good one for all kinds of stock, which was 
generally free from disease, and there was a large natural increase 
in the cattle, &c. of the natives. A mild form of foot-and-mouth 
disease made its appearance, but no losses resulted therefrom. 

Early and continuous rains at the end of 1891 promised 
exceptionally good crops, but owing to the small rainfall during 
February and March, 1892, the crops of the natives, especially 
maize, suffered seriously, and it was thought by some that there 
would be a great scarcity of fuod amongst the people. That this 
was avoided was due to the harvest of the previous season having 
been un exceedingly good one, and, as money was plentiful 
amongst the natives, those whose stock of grain prov ed insufficient 
were able to purchase food. 


Health. 


The health of the people was good, except in the low-lying parts 
of the Lower Umfolosi, and U’Bombo Districts, where many 
deaths occur every year from the malarial fever which prevails in 
those localities in the wet season (summer). Small-pox was 
brought in, in the month of September, from the South African 
Republic, Ndwandwe and U’Bombo being the infected districts. 
By strict isolation of the two or three kraals at which it had 
broken out, the disease was prevented from spreading, and it 
totally disappeared towards the close of the year, though the 
quarantine regulations were enforced, and the removal of natives 
from one district to another, and from the country, was prevented 
for a considerably longer period. A large percentage of the 
population was vaccinated through the medium of the resident 
magistrates and the Chiefs. 


Concluding remarks. 


As will have been seen from the monthly reports of the Resident 
Commissioner, the general condition of things was highly satis- 
factory during 1892. There was little crime, and very few 
faction fights took place. No difficulty was experienced in the 
collection of the Hut-tax, which was punctually and readily paid 
by the natives. Nothing occurred to disturb the tranquillity, good 
order, and contentment which continued to prevail, the natives 
showing a ready disposition to abide by the laws and the orders 
of the Government throughout the territory. 


Eshowe, Zululaud, (Signed) M. Osporn, 
29th July 1893. Resident Commissioner, 
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